
ACTING MASTER 

TOBIAS A. HALL 
(1799-1866) 

Acting Master Tobias A. Hall was in the United States Navy prior to the Civil War and may have 

served during the Mexican-American War: 1846-1848.  

He captained three ships and is listed as the Master of the Schooner “Sultana” in 1842, Master of the 

Brig “J.S. Stevens” 1843-44; and later in 1849 he drafted a “Notice to Mariners” from the abstract log 

of the Bark “Ocean Bird” March 10, 1849 signed by Tobias A. Hall, Master. 

 
Hall took his Oath of Allegiance to the United State of America August 29th, 1861; would later be 
commissioned September 27, 1861; and was assigned to the receiving ship USS North Carolina in 
New York Harbor prior to being transferred to the USS Brandywine; which was laid up in ordinary for 
more than a decade. Hall’s Civil War service in the Navy was shorten by illness and he was 
hospitalized November, 1861 and would pass away in 1866. 

The Brandywine resumed active service as a result of the American Civil War. She was 
recommissioned at the New York Navy Yard on October 27, 1861, Commander Benjamin J. Totten in 
command, and set sail immediately for Hampton Roads, Virginia, where she arrived on October 29. 

Housed over and converted to a storeship, the former warship supported the operations of the North 
Atlantic Blockading Squadron for almost three years. She spent much of that time anchored near Fort 
Monroe, her most conspicuous absence coming in the wake of CSS Virginia's attempt to break the 
Union blockade early in the spring of 1862. 

Towed to Baltimore, Maryland by Mount Vernon, Brandywine remained there until early June 1862, 
by which time the danger posed by the Confederate ironclad had waned considerably. Later moved to 
Norfolk, she also assumed the role of receiving ship for the squadron. She remained so employed 
until a fire broke out in her paint locker on September 3, 1864, and destroyed her. She sank at her 
moorings at Norfolk but was later raised and sold to Maltby & Co., of Norfolk on March 26, 1867.  
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TOBIAS A. HALL’s 

 SWORD 

IDENTIFIED – SAUERBIER MODEL 1852 NAVAL OFFICER SWORD 

Sauerbier Naval Officer Swords are extremely scarce and are often missing from advance collections. 
This one is even more unique because it is identified to a Naval Officer with service prior to the 
Mexican War up to the beginning of the Civil War. The sword has a complete original Sauerbier 
scabbard with all gold wash mounts; a hilt with 100% original gold wash; and original white shark skin 
grip that is still bright white with original twisted wire. The original leather blade washer holds the 28 
1/2-inch blade firm.  It is frosty etched with an anchor on both sides; and American Eagle and a 
ribbon with USN on one side; and a flag with USN on the other. Above the right-side anchor is the 
name “T. A. Hall” Surrounded by 32 stars. This number of stars represents the period between July 
4, 1858 – July 3, 1859. 
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SCHOONER 
A schooner is a type of sailing vessel defined by its 
rig: fore-and-aft rigged on all of two or more masts and, 
in the case of a two-masted schooner, the foremast 
generally being shorter than the mainmast. A common 
variant, the topsail schooner also has a square topsail 
on the foremast, to which may be added a topgallant. 

 

 
 

BRIG 
A brig is a type of sailing vessel defined by its rig: 
two masts which are both square-rigged. Brigs 
originated in the second half of the 18th century and 
were a common type of smaller merchant vessel or 
warship from then until the latter part of the 19th 
century. In commercial use, they were gradually 
replaced by fore-and-aft rigged vessels such 
as schooners, as owners sought to reduce crew 
costs by having rigs that could be handled by fewer 
men. 

 

 

BARQUE, BARC, or BARK 
A type of sailing vessel with three or more masts and 
mainmasts rigged square and only the mizzen (the 
aftmost mast) rigged fore and aft. Sometimes, the 
mizzen is only partly fore-and-aft rigged, bearing a 
square-rigged sail above. 
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Appointment Acceptance Letter, Sept 1861
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North Atlantic Blockading Squad 

 

 

Storeship Brandywine 
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Death 
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Widow Pension 

 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM


