
E. Cort Williams 
Ensign USN 

  
Identified Twin Telescope 

E. Cort Williams entered the US Navy in 1862 as a Mate and was promoted to Acting Ensign in 

1864. He served much of his time aboard the USS Juliet, which participated in General Sherman’s 

unsuccessful attack on the Chickasaw Bluffs. The USS Juliet’s most dangerous mission was the Red 

River Campaign — suffering many casualties, where her crew fought off Confederate artillery and 

gunboat fire for many days. Williams was Honorably discharged 15 September 1865. 
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E. Cort Williams 
Ensign USN 

Williams, E. Court 

Mate, 1 October 1862. Acting Ensign, 15 February 1864 

Honorably discharged 15 September 1865 

 

Ethan or as he is widely known, E. Cort Williams was born in Cincinnati, graduated from Woodward, 
and enlisted in the Navy at the age of 18 once the Civil War broke out. Cort participated in the battle 
of Shiloh, the capture of Ft Pillow, the siege of Vicksburg, the battle of Port Hudson as well as 
was part of the Red River campaign. He retired at the end of the war with the rank of ensign. His 
actual sword from his service in the Civil War is current on display at the Cort’s historical home in 
Cincinnati. After the war, he recounted his naval exploits in a paper for the Loyal Legion of the United 
States entitled “Recollections of the Red River Expedition.” 
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Ethan Cortlandt Williams 

Identified Twin Telescope 

 
This Twin Telescope was made by “MESSRS. W. WATSON & SON’S, LTD” London: founded in 

1837 for the manufacture of optic instruments. It is in amazing condition with no issued and is fully 

functional. It is identified to E. Cort Williams and is gold etched with is name and home town. 

E. Cort Williams ,  Cincinnati Ohio 
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USS Juliet 
USS Juliet was a steamer acquired by the Union Navy during the American Civil War. She was used 

by the Union Navy as a gunboat in support of the Union Navy blockade of Confederate waterways. 

Service history 

Juliet was built at Brownsville, Pennsylvania, in 1862 and purchased by the Navy at Cincinnati, Ohio, 

1 November 1862. After receiving armor plate protection, she commissioned 14 December, Acting 

Volunteer Lieutenant Edward Shaw in command. Assigned to the Mississippi Squadron and ordered 

to the vicinity of Vicksburg, Mississippi, Juliet helped clear the Yazoo River of torpedoes (mines) 23 

December in preparation for General William Tecumseh Sherman's valiant but unsuccessful attack on 

the Chickasaw Bluffs, which protected Vicksburg. She remained in the Yazoo River until 2 January 

1863 when she followed the transports and other gunboats downstream, covering their withdrawal to 

the Mississippi River. 

On 6 January Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter assigned Juliet to 1st Division of Light Draft Gunboats 

where she served the Mississippi Squadron as an escort vessel maintaining communications along 

the river and protecting the vital flow of shipping which sustained military and naval strength 

throughout the campaigns and cut the Confederacy in two with the fall of Vicksburg and Port Hudson. 

The most dangerous service during the faithful tinclads’ career came during the Red River 

Expedition. Admiral Porter's gunboats, in cooperation with General Banks, had ascended the Red 

River in an effort to replant the United States flag on Texas soil as a check against French 

interference in Mexico and to encourage the re-establishment of loyal state governments 

in Louisiana and Arkansas. While the Union ships were at Springfield Landing making preparations to 

clear away the sunken hulk of an old steamer which had stopped their progress toward Shreveport, 

Louisiana, a messenger arrived with word that General Banks had suffered a severe defeat near 

Mansfield and was falling back to Grand Ecore. Reluctantly Porter ordered the gunboats to reverse 

course. 

During the passage down, the Northern gunboats were severely punished by fire from Confederate 

shore batteries. On 26 and 27 April Juliet again and again fought off cannon and musketry, suffering 

16 casualties including 2 killed and heavy damage to the ship. Skillful repair work under the most 

trying conditions kept the vessel afloat and finally enabled her to pass the batteries. After repairs 

at Cairo, Illinois, Juliet recommissioned 6 September and returned to duty with the Mississippi 

squadron, serving as an escort and patrol vessel. 

After the end of the war, Juliet decommissioned at Mound City, Illinois, 30 June 1865, and was sold at 

public auction there to Philip Wallach 17 August 1865. Redocumented Goldina (or Goldena) that day, 

she was stranded 31 December 1865 on the White River Cutoff between the Arkansas River and 

the White River in Arkansas and abandoned. 
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(UNION NAVY)  
USS JULIET CAPTURES CONFEDERATE COTTON 

ON THE RED RIVER 

 

USS Rattler, a gunboat that was tinclad like the USS Juliet, circa 1863 

 An interesting war-date manuscript L.S., 1p. 4to., ‘Off Red River Landing', April 16, 1864, from U.S. 

Navy captain JOHN STOUGHTON WATSON, commander of the tin-clad gunboat USS JULIET, to 

Capt. Thomas A. Devine, commanding the sidewheel gunboat USS CHAMPION. Watson writes from 

aboard the Juliet at the height of the Red River Campaign, in full: ‘While on the station which you are 

now commanding, I seized thirteen Bales of Cotton at Jacksons Point, for which Mr. Jackson 

deposited $2000.00 with me, as a guaranty [sic] for the delivery of the cotton, if ordered so by the 

Admiral [David D. Porter]. My instructions from the Admiral is, to send it to Cairo [Illinois]. Enclosed 

you will find the two thousand dollars, which you will hand over to Mr. Jackson, upon the delivery of 

the said cotton. You will also please mark the cotton Prize Cotton U.S.S. Juliet, and forward it to Cairo 

- at the first opportunity.' Watson signs at the conclusion in black ink, adding a postscript at the left 

margin instructing Devine to get a receipt from Jackson. Shows original mailing folds with small splits 

thereto at the right edge, barely touching the text, and a mounting strip to the verso on the left edge, 

otherwise in fine condition overall. The Red River Campaign of March 10 to May 22, 1864, was a 

massive joint operation between Army forces under Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks and the Mississippi 

Flotilla under Rear Admiral David D. Porter, and was intended to capture Shreveport while cutting off 

Confederate forces in Louisiana and Arkansas. Banks' advance was turned back by his defeat at the 

Battle of Mansfield, while Confederate diversions of the river prevented Porter from advancing past 

Alexandria, and the campaign ended in miserable failure which likely extended the war by several 

months by delaying the capture of Mobile. The Juliet was heavily damaged by Confederate shore 

batteries during Porter's withdrawal. Of particular interest is the decision on the parts of Banks and 

Porter to allow cotton speculators to accompany the expedition; The ‘Mr. Jackson' mentioned in the 

letter presented here was likely one of these. 
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OHIO MOLLUS 

Sketches of War History 

Volume Three 
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Ohio MOLLUS 

Sketches of War History 

Volume Three 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Battle of Sailor's Creek - Brevet Major General J. Warren Keifer. 

• Stoneman's Last Campaign, and the Pursuit of Jefferson Davis - Captain Frank H. Mason. 

• The Battle of Franklin - First Lieutenant and Adjutant, Thomas Speed. 

• The Battle of Cedar Creek - Brevet Colonel Moses M. Granger. 

• The Cruise of the "Black Terror" - Ensign E. Cort Williams. 

• The Tullahoma Campaign - Brevet Major General David S. Stanley, U.S.A. 

• The Skirmish Line in the Atlanta Campaign - Major Wm. H. Chamberlain. 

• Reminiscences of the Battle of Shiloh - Lieutenant Colonel Douglas Putnam, Jr. 

• The Battle of Atlanta - Brevet Colonel Gilbert D. Munson. 

• The Battle of Bentonville - Brevet Major General Wm. P. Carlin, U.S.A. 

• On the Right at Antietam - Brevet Brigadier General Rufus R. Dawes. 

• The Defense of Decatur, Alabama - Brevet Major General Charles C. Doolittle. 

• The Secret Union Organization in Kentucky in 1861 - Colonel R.M. Kelly. 

• The Last Ditch - Brevet Major Lewis M. Hosea. 

• Our Volunteer Engineers - Brevet Brigadier General A. Hickenlooper. 

• A Brush With Pillow - Colonel R.M. Kelly. 

• A Chapter in Interstate Diplomacy at the Beginning of the War - 1861 - Companion Aaron F. 
Perry. 

• With the Sixth Wisconsin at Gettysburg - Brevet Brigadier General Rufus R. Dawes 

• Block Houses for Railroad Defense in the Department of New Cumberland - Brevet Colonel 
William E. Merril, U.S.A. 

• A Regiment in Search of a Battle - Brigadier General John Beatty. 

• Contains also a map of General Stoneman's last campaign and drawings showing positions of 
the Sixth Wisconsin at Gettysburg. 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



  

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

AZSWORDS.C
OM


