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Enlisted on 8/22/1862 as a Sergeant 
 

On 8/22/1862, he mustered into "F" Co. Pennsylvania 149th Infantry 
 

Wounded 7/1/1863 Gettysburg, PA (Gunshot wound in thigh) 
 

He died of wounds on 9/7/1863 at Gettysburg, PA 
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Leroy S. Wadsworth 
Leroy S. Wadsworth was born 17 Aug 1840 Luzerne, Pennsylvania, and at the age of 22 enlisted on 

22 August 1862 as a Sergeant, “F” Company, Pennsylvania 149th infantry regiment. He would serve 

through the Chancellorsville Campaign and during the Battle of Gettysburg sustained a gunshot 

wound in the thigh on 1 July, 1863, which caused in his death on 7 September, 1863.  

‘Served as a sergeant in Co. F, 149th Pennsylvania Infantry. Enlisted on August 22, 1862 at 

Shickshinny, PA as a sergeant. Mustered in on August 22, 1862 at Harrisburg, PA. Shot in the thigh 

on July 1, 1863 at Gettysburg, PA and died on September 7.  Day of death also listed as July 7. Age 

22 (at time of enlistment).’ 

He is buried in the Dodson Cemetery in Luzerne Co., PA. He was only about 23 years old. 

149th Regiment 

Pennsylvania Volunteers 

Company F 
Name 

 

Leroy S. Wadsworth 

Rank  

 

Sergeant 

Date of Muster 

Into Service 

 August 22, 1862 

Remarks  

 

Died at Gettysburg, Pa., July 1, 1863 
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Colt Army Revolver 

 
This Colt Model 1860 Army Revolver is identified as belonging to Sergeant Leroy S. Wadsworth, and 

was brought home after the Battle of Gettysburg along with his Springfield rifle, NCO sword and belt. 

In March of 2012, Paula Ledbetter, a great-descendant of Leroy S. Wadsworth, sold the grouping 

because of a family situation.  

She provided the following description in a signed letter: 

“To who it may be concerned. The two guns one pistol and one rifle and his sord and belt 

Belonged to my great granddad Leroy S Wadsworth. He was a sergeant in the army of the 

North and was Killed in the war he was shot at Gettysburg and died later. Our neibor Joshia 

Stevens brought his things home and me and grandma would dust them every Saturday 

morning. I am selling because my boy Tylor died and I want the church to have the money for 

the poor.” 

                                                                                                Paula Ledbetter 
                                                                                                March 12 2012 
 

The collection was sold to a relic dealer who is no longer in business: Gettysburg Echos.  

Regrettably, the collection was broken-up and the revolver sold separately with a Letter of Authenticity 

and the original signed letter from the descendant; which has on the reverse side photos of the 

Springfield rifle with the letters L S W carved on the stock.  

The documentation and images of the rifle add credence to the family account of the grouping 

belonging to Sergeant Wadsworth 

The original Gettysburg Echos’ Certificate of Authenticity #1697 documents the sale of Colt Army 

Percussion Revolver #37888 from a Grouping identified to Sergeant Leroy S. Wadsworth 
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The new owner of the revolver separately obtained an Office of the Colt Historian letter which showed 

serial number 37888 Colt Model 1860 Army Revolver was shipped and delivered to the United State 

War Department New York Arsenal on March 17, 1862.   

 

The revolver has matching serial number 37888 on all parts to include the wedge. It is fully functional 

and holds in both half & full cock positions, cycles correctly, and retains all original nipples. The metal 

has a gray salt & pepper pitting finish, and all the screws are original. The grip is tight with a little 

missing wood on the right side. On the bottom you can see the faint letters S W. The letter L most 

likely was carved in the portion of wood that is missing.  

 

— ADDRESS COL. SAML COLT NEW – YORK U. S. AMERICA — 
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149th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment 
The 149th Pennsylvania Infantry, also known as the 2nd Bucktail Regiment, volunteered during 

the American Civil War and served a 3-year term from August 1862 to June 1865. Like their 

forerunners in the 1st Bucktail Regiment, each soldier wore a bucktail on his headwear as a trophy of 

marksmanship.  

 

During the first year of the Civil War, the 1st Bucktails distinguished themselves as skirmishers and 

sharpshooters, and Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton desired to raise an entire brigade of similar 

characteristics. Stanton enlisted Major Roy Stone of the 1st Bucktails to this task, and Stone raised 

20 companies of recruits by the end of August 1862. These 20 companies became the 149th 

and 150th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiments.  

 

The Regiment is most noted for its service and sacrifice on July 1, 1863, at the Battle of Gettysburg. 

One source report 53 soldiers killed, 172 wounded, and 111 missing or captured out of 450 soldiers 

engaged for a total casualty rate of 74.7% at the epic Battle.  

Gettysburg 

Prelude 

After a long march, the I Corps was in the vicinity of Gettysburg on July 1. Fighting would begin that 

day before the Union infantry, including the Bucktails, were in position. By 9:30 am, the Bucktails 

were coming up fast from their overnight quarters at the Samuel White farm. Daugherty summarized 

research on the route: 

Evidence suggests that the brigade moved from the Samuel White farm, where they had spent the 

night, to the Bull Frog Road, and then east on the Millerstown Road (now Pumping Station Road), 

crossed Sachs covered bridge, and arrived at the Millerstown Road intersection with the Emmitsburg 

Road at the Peach Orchard.  

As they neared Gettysburg, they were given instructions to leave the road and march, double-quick, 2 

miles across fields to the Lutheran Theological Seminary.  Stone's brigade arrived in the seminary 

area soaked in sweat and panting with exhaustion. Many men had fallen out of the ranks but soon 

rejoined the brigade.  

General Reynolds had been killed that morning, struck at about 10:15 while directing movements on 

McPherson's Ridge. General Doubleday was, therefore, in command of the I Corps, when he came 

upon the men near the seminary. Chamberlin recalled Doubleday's comments after he learned they 

were from Pennsylvania: 

[He] addressed a few words of encouragement to the several regiments, reminding them that they 

were upon their own soil, that the eye of the commonwealth was upon them, and that there was every 

reason to believe they would do their duty to the uttermost in defense of their State. 
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Doubleday ordered Stone to deploy his three regiments south of Chambersburg Pike, along 

McPherson Ridge between two other I Corps brigades, those of Brigadier General Solomon 

Meredith and Brigadier General Lysander Cutler. As Doubleday turned to leave, he told them, "Hold 

them boys when you get there." One of the men shouted back, "If we can't hold them, where can you 

get men that can?" Then, shouting "We have come to stay," the line of Pennsylvanians went forward. 

The ridge was on a farm owned by Edward McPherson, whose political career had taken him to 

Washington as a two-term Congressman. He had lost his reelection bid in 1862 and was. At the time 

of the battle, in Washington serving as Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives. The primary goal 

at McPherson Ridge was delay—to give the Union forces time to reach Gettysburg for the battle—

and to inflict as many casualties as possible. The location assigned Stone made their delaying 

mission even more difficult than it would have been under any circumstance. Historian Hartwig D. 

Scott explained the difficulties: 

The McPherson's Ridge position was also fraught with difficulties in successfully defending it. As long 

as the Confederates approached from the west, it was a strong position, although there was no 

strong terrain feature for the left flank to rest upon. However, the position was dreadfully exposed to 

Oak Hill, one mile north of the Chambersburg Pike, from which the Confederates could enfilade 

Doubleday's entire line [sweeping fire from a line of troops] and make it untenable. 

Engagement 

Amidst bursting shells fired by Confederate artillerymen on Herr Ridge, Stone's brigade took its 

position between McPherson's house and the Chambersburg Road. Sending out skirmishers to cover 

the brigade's front, Stone ordered the remaining men to lie down behind the reverse slope of 

McPherson's Ridge and endure the pounding. It was about 11:00 a.m... Stone's official report of the 

battle set the scene: 

As we came upon the field, the enemy opened fire upon us from two batteries on the opposite ridge, 

and continued it with some intermissions, during the action. Our low ridge afforded slight shelter from 

this fire, but no better was attainable, and our first disposition was unchanged until between 12 and 1 

o'clock. 

At about 1 p.m., a Confederate battery under Major General Robert E. Rodes on Oak Hill, to the 

brigade's extreme right, opened fire on Cutler's and Stone's brigades. With permission, Cutler's 

brigade pulled back to prevent a possible attack from the northwest, leaving Stone's brigade exposed. 

Hartwig explained the importance of Stone's men at this point to the gradually emerging battle: 

"I relied greatly upon Stone's Brigade to hold the post assigned them . . ." reported Doubleday, for 

after the corps was forced to respond to Rodes' threat, Stone held the angle in the line and 

Doubleday considered it, "in truth the key-point of the first day's battle." 

Stone's own report put the situation as follows: 

[A] new battery upon a hill on the extreme right opened a most destructive enfilade of our line, and at 

the same time all the troops upon my right fell back nearly a half mile to the Seminary Ridge. This 

made my position hazardous and difficult in the extreme, but rendered its maintenance all the more 

important. 
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He moved the troops under his command into a right-angle deployment, with some men still on the 

ridge but with others facing to the north along Chambersburg Pike. However, the movement attracted 

Confederate notice. Shelling from Herr's Ridge became intense. 

Color Episode 

The situation threatened to grow intolerable. Stone improvised. Colonel [Walton] Dwight [of the 149th] 

was instructed to detach his color guard to a point north of the Chambersburg Pike, about fifty yards 

to the left front of the regiment. [Dwight's men] found a small breastwork of rails . . . and hunkered 

down with only their colors exposed to weather the storm. 

The ruse worked [as the Confederates] spied the colors and assumed the 149th had changed their 

position again and shifted their fire at them, sparing Dwight's main body further punishment. 

The color guard was under the direction of Sergeant Henry G. Brehm. His men were Corporals John 

Friddell, Frederick Hoffman, and Franklin W. Lehman, and Color Guards Henry H. Spayd and John H. 

Hammel. 

The Confederates, part of General A. P. Hill's forces, were massing for an attack on the Union line 

north of the Chambersburg Pike, as Stone could see from his position. Stone's official report 

described the attack, which began about 1:30. He had been able to watch their formation for at least 

2 miles: 

It appeared to be a nearly continuous line of deployed battalions, with other battalions in mass or 

reserve. Their line being formed not parallel but obliquely to ours, their left first became engaged with 

the troops on the northern prolongation of Seminary Ridge. The battalions engaged soon took a 

direction parallel to those opposed to them, thus causing a break in their line and exposing the flank 

of those engaged to the first of my two regiments in the Chambersburg Road. 

The Railroad Cut 

The Confederate troops began to scale a fence along a steep railroad cut that had been built some 

years earlier for an intended extension of the Pennsylvania Railroad parallel to the pike. The 149th 

opened fire, nearly destroying one North Carolina brigade. Stone stated, "Though at the longest 

range of our pieces, we poured a most destructive fire upon their flanks, and, together with the fire in 

their front, scattered them over the fields." 

Anticipating a second attack under General Junius Daniel, Stone ordered Colonel Dwight and the 

149th to occupy the railroad cut. While Daniel's men directed their fire to the repositioned colors, the 

149th held its fire until the North Carolinians had reached the fence 22 paces beyond the cut. Stone 

explained that, "when they came to a fence within pistol-shot of his line [Dwight] gave them a 

staggering volley; reloading as they climbed the fence, and waiting till they came within 30 yards, 

gave them another volley, and charged, driving them back over the fence in utter confusion." 

The 143rd had remained in its original position along Chambersburg Pike in support of the 149th. The 

volleys from the 143rd helped repulse Daniel's men. According to Colonel Dwight, "the enemy's dead 

and wounded [were] completely covering the ground in our front." 

Although many observers and historians considered these actions as heroic, Private Harris of the 

143rd viewed them from the perspective of his grudge against Stone and the 149th. Years later, when 
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he recalled watching Dwight's men of the 149th moving toward the railroad cut, he summarized his 

thoughts at the time: 

There go the men of the 149th with their tails just a bobbing. What does that mean? Have they got 

this job by contract? Stone is after a big chunk of glory for his tails and does not intend that the 143rd 

shall have any of it. 

At about this point, between 1:30 and 2 p.m., as Colonel Wister faced attack from the railroad cut to 

the west, Colonel Stone was struck in the hip and arm. Chamberlin described the circumstances: 

Colonel Stone, who had ably directed the operations of his brigade, exposing himself fearlessly at all 

times, went forward a short distance to reconnoiter [sic], when he received severe wounds in the hip 

and arm, which entirely disabled him. 

Stone turned over his command to Colonel Wister and was carried off the field to a makeshift hospital 

in the McPherson barn, where he was placed on straw in a horse stall. 

With Stone out of action, his brigade held McPherson's Ridge until nearly 3:30. Soon, the barn was 

behind the Confederate line and Stone was among the prisoners of war. 

Annihilation of the Color Guard 

In the confusion, no one had ordered the 149th color guard to retreat from its successful ruse. 

Colonel Stone was incapacitated. Colonel Dwight was reportedly drunk. Captain John H. Basler, 

whose Company C of the 149th, included the color guard, was also injured and out of action. Still, the 

failure to recall the guard would be one of the points of controversy for historians describing the 

events of July 1, 1863. 

Sergeant Brehm felt duty bound to remain at his post until relieved, but when it became clear the tide 

of battle was turning, he dispatched Corporal Hoffman to get revised orders. Finding that his 

comrades had retreated, Hoffman could not find an officer to issue new orders. Seeing that Sergeant 

Brehm's position was about to be overrun, Hoffman joined the retreat. The Confederates had been 

hesitant to approach the flags, which implied the presence of a regiment. Finally, a squad from the 

42nd Mississippi moved forward cautiously to investigate. With a Rebel yell, they leaped into the 

hiding place. A frenzied fight over the colors took place, with the color guard desperately trying 

unsuccessfully to save the colors. In the end, Color Sergeant Brehm was killed trying to keep the 

colors from falling into enemy hands. 

The color episode would be debated for many years, first for its employment and second for the 

failure to recall the color guard. As to the first, Matthews considered it "an unlikely maneuver, not 

found in any military textbook of the time." He wondered why only the colors of the 149th, but not the 

143rd and the 150th, were moved to deceive the Confederate forces. Was this, he wonders, another 

example of Stone favoring the 149th he had recruited in 1862? Perhaps, after all, as Stone and 

Dwight later claimed, the episode was simply intended to deceive the Confederates: 

We can therefore decide that while unconventional it was effective, though certainly not in keeping 

with mid-nineteenth century military tactics where honor on the battlefield dictated a great deal. 

Whatever the reason, we can be relatively certain that the ruse saved lives during Daniel's second 

advance on the Railroad Cut. 
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Years later, Captain Basler attempted to clear up what had happened, particularly in response to the 

controversy about why the color guard had not been recalled. In addition to pulling together accounts 

from the survivors of the color guard and others, he contacted General Stone, who replied to his 

"Dear Comrade" from Washington on September 26, 1896. He explained his plan: 

The colors of the 149th were a target for the 34 guns which practically enfiladed the Regiment from 

the ridge beyond the run and when they had got the range, there was no safety for the regiment from 

quick destruction, but in confusing and deceiving the enemy [as] to its location. My plan was to fire a 

volley or two from the edge of the R.R. cut and bring the regiment back under cover of the smoke, 

leaving the colors to draw the fire of the batteries. But the movement, as it was executed, had greater 

results than I had hoped. It deceived the enemy in our front also, with the idea that we had force 

enough to take the offensive, and they delayed their final attack on that account, and "every minute 

gained then and there was worth a regiment," as Col. Nicholson says. 

He indicated that he would have ordered the color guard to return "if I had been spared." He added 

that the regiment "could not have lived to do the grand work it did later in the action" if he had not 

dispatched the color guard. Noting that General Doubleday referred to the Bucktails' position as the 

"key point" in the battle and that the enemy's official reports agreed, General Stone stated: 

I have proposed to the [U.S. Battlefield] Commission to establish the "key point" and mark it with a 

special monument, and shall ask the survivors of the 149th at their next reunion to co-operate in this 

work of justice to the Brigade. 

Aftermath 

Overall, the new Bucktails had been severely weakened. The 149th had lost 336 men (killed, 

wounded, or missing in action) or 74.7 percent of the 450 men who began the day's battle. Elsewhere 

within the Bucktail Brigade, the 150th lost 264 out of 397 men (66.5 percent), while the 143rd lost 241 

of 465 men (51.8 percent). 

As Hartwig explained, these losses, high though they were, had served their purpose: 

The stand on McPherson's Ridge had purchased time, but the cost had been staggering. Every 

regiment, except for three, had lost more than sixty percent of their men. Four had lost over seventy 

percent . . .. What had such ghastly sacrifice gained? The job of the 1st Corps was to buy time and 

inflict losses. Doubleday had purchased perhaps one and one-half precious hours by defending 

McPherson's Ridge. His defenders had also inflicted crippling losses upon their attackers . . .. The 

Confederates had won a tactical victory on July 1, but the delaying action of the I and XI Corps, and 

Buford's cavalry, had given the Federal army the strategic advantage, which ultimately proved to be 

decisive in the outcome of the battle. 

Stone, in his official report, gave all the credit to his men: 

No language can do justice to the conduct of my officers and men on the bloody "first day" to the 

coolness with which they watched and awaited, under a fierce storm of shot and shell, the approach 

of the enemy's overwhelming masses; their ready obedience to orders, and the prompt and perfect 

execution, under fire, of all the tactics of the battle-field; to the fierceness of their repeated attacks, or 

to the desperate tenacity of their resistance. They fought as if each man felt that upon his own arm 

hung the fate of the day and the nation. 
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Doubleday also praised Stone and the Bucktails in his official report: 

I relied greatly on Stone's brigade to hold the post assigned them, as I soon saw I would be obliged to 

change front with a portion of my line to face the northwest, and his brigade held the pivot of the 

movement. My confidence in this noble body of men was not misplaced . . .. They repulsed the 

repeated attacks of vastly superior numbers at close quarters, and maintained their position until the 

final retreat of the whole line. Stone himself was shot down, battling to the last. 

The Battle of Gettysburg ended on July 3, the Union forces under General George G. Meade having 

defeated General Lee. The weakened Union forces allowed Lee to retreat to Virginia. 

149th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry 
Overview: 

Organized at Harrisburg August, 1862. Ordered to Washington, D. C., September, 1862. Attached to 

Defenses of Washington, D. C., to February, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, 1st Army Corps, Army 

of the Potomac, to December, 1863. 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, 1st Army Corps, to March, 1864. 3rd 

Brigade, 4th Division, 5th Army Corps, to June, 1864. 1st Brigade, 1st Division, 5th Army Corps, to 

September, 1864. 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, 5th Army Corps, to June, 1865. 

 

 

Leroy S. Wadsworth Service: 

 

Duty in the Defenses of Washington, D. C., till February, 1863. Ordered to join 1st Army Corps at 

Belle Plains, Va., and duty there till April 27, 1863. Chancellorsville Campaign April 27-May 6. 

Operations about Pollock's Mill Creek April 29-May 2. Battle of Chancellorsville May 2-

5. Gettysburg (Pa.) Campaign June 11-July 24. Battle of Gettysburg July 1-3. 
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149th Regiment 

Pennsylvania Volunteers 
The efficient service rendered by the original Bucktails, as skirmishers and sharp-shooters, during the 

first year of the war, caused a desire that more troops like them should be brought into the field. One 

battalion of the old Bucktails, under Lieutenant Colonel Kane, had remained with M'Dowell in the 

valley of Virginia, while the other, under Major Stone, had shared the fortunes of M'Clellan's Army 

upon the Peninsula, and had been at the fore-front in almost every deadly encounter. So marked was 

their bravery, that they had become the pride of our own soldiers, and the terror of the foe. Colonel 

M'Neill, who was afterwards killed at Antietam, in writing to Governor Curtin from Harrison's Landing, 

a few days after the close of the seven days' fight, says: 

"During the severe engagement of the past few days, my regiment was in the hottest of the fight, 

under the command of Major Stone. The Generals of the Reserve Corps speak in the highest terms 

of its efficiency, and of the distinguished gallantry of that accomplished officer. * * * I can speak 

impartially of the brave fellows, as it was not my privilege to lead them, and, as to the Major, to him is 

eminently due the credit of their heroic conduct on the Peninsula. A Bucktail Brigade of light infantry 

would reflect additional honor on the old Commonwealth." 

In conformity with this latter sentiment, which was iterated by many general officers, the Secretary of 

War authorized Major Stone to proceed to Pennsylvania, in July, 1862, for the purpose of raising a 

Bucktail Brigade. In less than twenty days twenty companies were organized, and soon afterwards 

the One Hundred and Forty-ninth and One Hundred and Fiftieth regiments were formed. At this 

juncture, and while other companies were being rapidly recruited and reporting at the general camp of 

rendezvous at Harrisburg, and a fair prospect existed of having a third and even a fourth regiment in 

the brigade, the rebel army invaded Maryland, and these two regiments were suddenly ordered to 

Washington. This action frustrated the completion of the brigade, as had been originally purposed, 

and the companies, which had been recruited for service in it, hastened to join other regiments then 

being organized. 

The troops comprising the One Hundred and Forty-ninth, were from the counties of Potter, Tioga, 

Lycoming, Clearfield, Clarion, Lebanon, Allegheny, Luzerne, Mifflin, and Huntingdon. The men were 

well formed, of hardy habits, skilled in the use of the rifle, and wore the bucktail, as did the men 

whose name they adopted. 

The regiment was organized with the following field officers: 

• Roy Stone, Colonel 

• Walton Dwight, Lieutenant Colonel 

• George W. Speer, Major 

After reaching Washington, the regiment remained on duty in and about the city, as did the One 

Hundred and Fiftieth, until the middle of February, 1863, when they were ordered to the front, and 
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proceeded to Belle Plain, Virginia, where, with the One Hundred and Forty-third Pennsylvania, they 

constituted the Second Brigade of the First Corps, to the command of which Colonel Stone was 

assigned. 

Chancellorsville 
On the afternoon of the 28th of April, at the opening of the Chancellorsville campaign, the brigade 

moved from camp near Belle Plain to a position near Pollock's Mills, where it halted for the night. On 

the following morning it moved down to the bank of the Rappahannock, where it was subjected to a 

rapid fire of shells, from the enemy on the opposite shore, the men manifesting a commendable 

steadiness. At eight o'clock on the morning of the 2d of May, it marched to join the army now hotly 

engaged at Chancellorsville, and arrived upon the ground at two o'clock on the morning of the 3d, 

having moved, in the meantime, over twenty-two miles, under a hot sun, the men burdened with 

ammunition and eight days' rations. It went into position on the Ely's Ford Road, on the right of the 

line, and immediately commenced constructing abattis and throwing up rifle-pits, having by nine 

o'clock a good line of defense. At day-light scouts and sharp-shooters were sent out under command 

of Lieutenant Howe, who at the distance of three-fourths of a mile encountered the enemy's pickets, 

exchanging shots with them, and capturing many prisoners. 

The work of feeling the enemy was kept up while the command remained in position, and was of 

great service. At six P. M. of the 4th, the entire brigade was sent out to reconnoiter the road leading 

south from General Robinson's left, who occupied that part of the line. Advancing cautiously, with the 

skirmishers on front and flank, the enemy was found well posted a mile in front, the scouts 

approaching within hearing of the voices of the foe, undiscovered. At dark the command returned to 

the breast-works; the object of the movement having been attained. 

On the 6th of May the command re-crossed the river and marched back to White Oak Church, 

Colonel Stone reporting on his return 

"more men for duty and more arms than when the campaign commenced, and in excellent spirits and 

condition." 

Gettysburg 
The Gettysburg campaign followed close upon that of Chancellorsville, Lee moving northward early in 

June. Buford, with a small force of cavalry, met the enemy a mile or two out of Gettysburg on the 

Chambersburg Road, on the morning of the 1st of July. The brigade had bivouacked the night 

previous four miles away. As soon as the noise of battle was heard, the column was put in motion for 

the relief of Buford's hard-pressed troopers. It arrived upon the field at eleven A. M. Reynolds had 

already fallen, and Doubleday was in command. By his order, the brigade was posted on the first 

ridge beyond that on which the seminary stands, and parallel with it, the right resting on the 

Chambersburg Pike, and the left reaching nearly to the wood occupied by Meredith's Brigade, with a 

strong force of skirmishers thrown well down the next slope, and the pike held by a platoon of sharp-

shooters. In gaining their position, the skirmishers had to pass an open field, under a hot fire from the 

enemy, sheltered by a fence. Without firing a shot, they dashed forward, drove the rebel line from the 

fence at the point of the bayonet, and held it throughout the day. Until after midday, the disposition 
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remained unchanged, the enemy keeping up a constant fire from batteries posted on the opposite 

ridge. At this juncture, the enemy opened from a battery posted on a hill to the extreme right of the 

line, which completely enfiladed it, and compelled the troops on the right of the brigade to fall back to 

the Seminary Ridge, exposing its flank, and leaving it in an extremely hazardous position. The One 

Hundred and Forty-ninth was immediately thrown out upon the pike, facing to the north, and soon 

after, as the enemy's infantry came forward in heavy force, the One Hundred and Forty-third was 

thrown to the right on a prolongation of its line, leaving the brigade in the form of a right angle, the 

One Hundred and Fiftieth facing west, and the other two regiments facing north. 

" At about one and a half P. M.," says Colonel Stone in his official report, " the grand advance of the 

enemy's infantry began. From my position, I was enabled to trace their formation for at least two 

miles. It appeared to be a nearly continuous double line of deployed battalions, with other battalions 

en masse as reserves. Their line being formed not parallel, but obliquely to ours, their left became 

first engaged with the troops on the northern prolongation of Seminary Ridge. The battalions engaged 

soon took a position parallel to those opposed to them, thus causing a break in their lines, and 

exposing the flank of those engaged to the fire of my two regiments on the Chambersburg Road. 

Though at the longest range of our pieces, we poured a most destructive fire upon their flanks, and 

with the fire upon their front, scattered them over the fields. A heavy force was then formed parallel to 

the Chambersburg Pike, and pressed forward to the attack of my position. Anticipating this, I had sent 

Colonel Dwight, with the One Hundred and Forty-ninth, forward to occupy a deep railroad cut, about 

one hundred yards from the pike, and when they came to a fence within pistol shot of his line, he 

gave them a staggering volley, re-loaded as they climbed the fence, and waiting until they came 

within short range, gave them another volley, and charged, driving them back over the fence in utter 

confusion. Returning to the cut, he found that the enemy had planted a battery which perfectly 

enfiladed it, and made it untenable. He accordingly fell back to the pike." 

Soon afterwards, Colonel Stone fell, severely wounded, and the command devolved on Colonel 

Wister. After being repulsed and driven back in an advance from the north, the enemy again came on 

in heavy force from the west, and struggling over the railroad cut, pushed forward nearly to the pike; 

but a vigorous bayonet charge drove him back. Manfully the little brigade stood, in the face of greatly 

superior numbers, until it was ascertained that Meredith's Brigade, upon the left, had retired, when, 

finding that the enemy was coming in upon that flank, and that it was in danger of being surrounded, it 

fell back gradually, fighting as it went, and making an occasional stand, to Seminary Ridge, where a 

new position was taken, and a stubborn stand made. But, finally, finding itself outflanked, and likely to 

be swept away by the swarming legions of the foe, it fell back through the town, and took position on 

Cemetery Hill. 

General Doubleday, in his official report, says: 

" I relied greatly on Stone's Brigade to hold the post assigned it, [between the brigades of Cutler and 

Meredith,] as I soon saw that I should be obliged to change front with a portion of my line, to face the 

north-west, and his brigade held the pivot of the movement. My confidence in. this noble body of men 

was not misplaced, as will be shown hereafter. They repulsed the repeated attacks of vastly superior 

numbers, and maintained their position until the final retreat of the whole line. Stone, himself; was 

shot down, battling to the last." 
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"No language," says Stone, "' can do justice to the conduct of my officers and men on the bloody first 

day, to the coolness with which they watched and awaited. under a fierce storm of shot and shell, the 

approach of the enemy's overwhelming masses, to their ready obedience to orders, and prompt and 

perfect execution, under fire, of all the tactic of the battle-field, to the fierceness of their repeated 

attacks, and to the desperate tenacity of their resistance. They fought as though each man felt that 

upon his own arm hung the fate of the day and the nation. Nearly two-thirds of my command fell on 

the field. Every field officer, save one, was wounded and disabled. Their names are to be found 

already in your general report. Not one of them left the field until completely disabled. Colonel Wister, 

while commanding the brigade, though badly wounded in the mouth, and unable to speak, remained 

in the front of the battle, as did, also, Lieutenant Colonel Luidekoper, commanding the One Hundred 

and Fiftieth, with his right arm shattered and a wound in the leg, and Lieutenant Colonel Dwight, 

commanding the One Hundred and Forty-ninth, with a dangerous gun-shot wound through the thigh. * 

* * The officers of my own staff present, and to whose bravery and intelligence high praise is due, 

were Lieutenant John E. Parsons, Acting Assistant Adjutant General, and Lieutenants Daigleish, and 

Walters. The two latter served also under Colonel Wister and Colonel Dana, while those officers 

commanded the brigade, and received from them the highest commendation. Lieutenant W Valters is 

especially praised for his gallantry in rallying and leading in repeated charges, such portions of the 

troops as had become detached from their commands." 

When the ambulances and artillery were well out of the way, the troops that had remained at the 

barricade, just back of the Seminary, retired by the old railroad bed, and by the pike, but were 

harassed, and many taken prisoners in passing through the town. What remained of the regiment 

was reformed with the brigade, in reserve, behind the western part of Cemetery Hill. 

Towards twilight of the 2d, it was moved to the assistance of Hancock's Corps, which had been driven 

in by a desperate charge of the enemy; but before reaching -he position, the enemy had retired. 

Shortly afterwards, the One Hundred and Forty-ninth, and One Hundred and Fiftieth, were sent out to 

rescue some guns which had been lost. After a spirited engagement, close to the enemy's line of 

battle, they succeeded in re-taking two pieces, and bringing them off. These two regiments remained 

upon the field during the night, and until re-called on the following morning. During the terrible 

cannonade on the afternoon of the 3d, the regiment was fearfully exposed, and when the charge of 

Picketts' Division, the last blow from the concentrated might of the rebel army, was delivered, it was 

held in readiness to charge with the bayonet. But before it could be brought into action; that blow had 

been received, and the power which had given it was prostrate in the dust. Keeping up a great show 

of strength in front, the rebel leader began to withdraw from the field, and was soon in full retreat. 

During the 4th, the regiment remained in position on the field; on the following day it moved a few 

hundred yards to the rear, to more pleasant camping grounds; and on the 7th, moved with the army in 

pursuit of Lee. Its losses in the entire engagement were thirty-four killed, one hundred and seventy-

one wounded, and one hundred and' thirty-one missing. In the fall campaign which followed, none but 

minor engagements occurred, and in these the regiment bore but an unimportant part. 

 AZSWORDS.C
OM



Discovering the 149th Pennsylvania 

Infantry at Gettysburg 
By Avery C. Lentz ’14 

There were many units that were engaged in the Battle of Gettysburg. One unit that sticks out to me 

is the 149th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry Regiment. I am interested in this unit because a possible 

ancestor of mine served in this regiment and was a casualty on the first day of battle. I have 

connected some of the dots and hope to connect more of his story.  Private Henry Lentz lived in Tioga 

County at the time he was recruited into Company C by Alfred J. Sofield. The Lentz family is on my 

mother’s side of the family and she told me that the Lentz family lived in Tioga County at the time of 

the Civil War before moving south to Lycoming County in the late Nineteenth Century, where I live 

now. So, I have a personal interest, possibly even a family connection to the 149th Pennsylvania 

Regiment and to Gettysburg. 

The 149th Pennsylvania was formed in the 

summer of 1862 – companies came from 

Huntingdon, Tioga, Potter, Clearfield, Clarion-

Mifflin, Allegheny, Luzerne, and Lebanon 

counties. The regiment trained with the 

143rd and 150th Pennsylvania regiments at 

Camp Curtin outside of Harrisburg.  The men of 

the unit earned the nickname “Bucktails” 

because they put the tails of white-tailed deer in 

their kepis. The regiment was assigned to post 

duty in Washington D.C. following the Battle of 

Second Manassas on August 31st, 1862. The 

regiment would not see combat for the next six 

months. While stationed in Washington, the 

149th was put on garrison duty either near the 

ramparts of the fortifications or guarding 

hospitals within the city. 

Guard duty made some of the Bucktails 

disgruntled by their lack of action while in D.C. 

According to one Bucktail, “I enlisted thinking to 

be engaged in active service and not lay around 

camp to guard street corners and city hospitals. 

We are not learning to drill any, of our company 

is nearly all detailed as guards in different parts 

of Washington and Georgetown where they are of no more use to the country than the fifth leg of a 

dog.” (Matthews, p. 27) After six months of guard duty, orders came to move out in Feb. 15th to join 

Gen. Hooker’s Army of the Potomac stationed at Falmouth on the Rappahannock River. 
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The Bucktails were involved in the Chancellorsville Campaign, but weren’t involved in heavy fighting. 

The real baptism of fire came on July 1st at Gettysburg. The 149th PA arrived on the battlefield from 

Emmitsburg Road and took up position near McPherson Farm on Seminary Ridge at 11:45 a.m.  Col. 

Stone placed the 149th under Col. Walton Dwight between the barn and the Chambersburg Pike. 

 

Once in position, the regiment drew heavy artillery fire from Confederate guns under Pegram and 

McIntosh. The shellfire from Herr Ridge was relentless.  According to Francis B. Jones of the 149th, 

“while waiting, the tallest man of my company, lying next to me, was curious to see what was going 

on and raised himself on his elbows. At that instant, a solid shot cut his head off, turned his body over 

to the rear, and spattered blood over my clothes.” (Dougherty, pg. 42) Then, the 149th helped to 

repulse Heth’s division with light casualties; however, they started getting shot up by Rodes’ Division 

behind that. The regiment held its ground on the right flank clear past noon. Around that time, North 

Carolinians under Brig. Gen. Junius Daniels attacked on the right flank of Stone’s Brigade. At that 

point, Col. Stone ordered Dwight to shift the 149th into the railroad cut to meet Daniels’s advance. It 

was from 2:00 to 3:30 pm that the 149th Pennsylvania put up the fight of its life in the Railroad Cut and 

took its heaviest casualties.  Col. Dwight summed up his regiment, “Loss, severe; Conduct, 

excellent.” (Dougherty, pg. 44) At 3:30pm, the Union line collapsed and the survivors of the 

149th Pennsylvania and the rest of Stone’s Brigade fell back to Cemetery Ridge. 

For the rest of the battle, the 149th Pennsylvania were kept out of serious fighting. As for my possible 

ancestor, Pvt. Henry Lentz was killed in the fight for McPherson Farm on Seminary Ridge.  I hope to 

find out more about this soldier and his war. 
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149th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment 
 

“1st Regiment Bucktail Brigade” 
There are three monuments to the 149th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment on the Gettysburg 

battlefield. The original monument was dedicated in 1886 on McPherson’s Ridge. In 1888 this was 

moved to its present location on Hancock Avenue, where the regiment was positioned on July 3.  

When Pennsylvania made state funds available for monuments it was decided to erect a second 

monument to the 149th. The new, main monument replaced the original on Chambersburg Road near 

the McPherson barn, where the regiment fought on July 1. It was dedicated in 1888 by the State of 

Pennsylvania. 

There is also a monument to the regiment’s Company D southwest of Gettysburg at the northern end 

of West Confederate Avenue at Middle Street. It was erected by George W. Baldwin in 1886. 

 

The 149th Pennsylvania was commanded at the Battle of Gettysburg by Lieutenant Colonel Walton 

Dwight. He was wounded on July 1. For some time that afternoon all of the regiment’s officers on the 

field were killed or wounded. Company D had been detached as Provost Guard, and when it rejoined 

the regiment in the late afternoon its Captain James Glenn took command of the regiment. 
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In the first day’s fighting along Chambersburg Pike the regiment suffered heavily from Confederate 

artillery. One shot killed three men, cutting Captain Alfred Sofiel in half. Lieutenant Colonel Dwight 

sent the color party fifty yards north to draw fire away from the regiment. This worked, although when 

the Union line was forced to retreat the colors were lost, in spite of the heroic death of Color Sergeant 

Henry Brehm, who was shot down after he had fought off a party of attackers and was running to 

return the colors to the retreating regiment.  

Main Monument to the 149th Pennsylvania on Chambersburg Road 

 

Side view of the monument on Chambersburg Road 

From the front of the main monument on Chambersburg Road: 
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149th Pennsylvania Infantry 

(1st Regt. Bucktail Brigade) 

2d Brig. 3rd Div. 1st Corps. 

From the right side of the monument: 

July 1st. The Regiment held this position from 11:30 a.m. 

until the Corps retired, resisting several assaults of the 

enemy, making two successful charges to the R.R. Cut and 

changing front to rear under fire. 

From the rear of the monument: 

July 2nd. Moved to support of the left and remained 

on picket all night. In the morning of the 3rd moved to 

left center where its other monument stands. 

From the left side of the monument: 

Carried into action 450. 

Killed and mortally wounded 66. Wounded 159. 

Captured or missing in total 336. 

Mustered in Aug. 30th, 1862. 

Mustered out June 24th 1865. 

Monument to the 143rd Pennsylvania’s Company D 

 

Monument to Company D 

On July 1 Company D had been detached as Provost Guard for the division. After the battle was 

underway it moved to rejoin the regiment and reached the field near the Schultz House where the 
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Company D monument is located, making a stand for twenty minutes to cover the regiment’s retreat. 

The company’s commander, Captain James Glenn, assumed command of the regiment on learning 

he was the only unwounded officer. 

From the Company D monument: 

Co. D. 149th Pa. Vol. 

2. Brig. 3. Div. I. Army Corps 

Headquarters Guards 

Erected and presented to the 

company by George W. Baldwin 

in memory of his brother 

Joseph H. Baldwin 

who was killed here July 1, 1863, and 

Alex M. Stuart 

mortally wounded dying in 

Gettysburg, July 6, 1863. 

From the tablet at the bottom of the monument: 

Co. D-149th Regiment Pa. Vols. 

held this ground for 20 minutes 

on the evening of July 1st 1863 

against the right of Scales Brigade 

by order of Maj. Gen. Abner Doubleday 

Commanding 1st Army Corps. 

Secondary Monument to the 143rd Pennsylvania on Hancock Avenue 
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The monument on Hancock Avenue was the first regimental monument, dedicated on October 20, 

1886. It was moved from its original location on McPherson’s Ridge when the newer monument was 

erected. 

From the front of the monument on Hancock Avenue: 

149th Reg’t Pa. Vol’s 

July 3rd 1863. 

 

From the sides of the monument: 

2nd Brigade 

3rd Division 

1st Corps 
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Pennsylvania 149th Infantry 

  

 

149th Infantry, State Color/Regimental Color. Composed of men from nine PA counties, the 149th was 

one of two "Bucktail" units recruited in August 1862, by Roy Stone, Colonel, who was originally major 

of the old Bucktails (42nd Infantry). On October 21, 1862 the regiment received the state colors. The 

regimental and state colors were captured at Gettysburg on July 1, 1863. The post-battle history of 

the color is unclear. The regiment was mustered out of service on June 24, 1865. 
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The 149th Bucktails Essay 

 

 

THE 149TH PENNSYLVANIA REGIMENT 

The American Civil War was the deadliest war in the country’s history. Historians battle over the 

causes leading up to the war, and they include the North’s desire to keep the Union together and 

abolish slavery, as well as the South’s rejections to the loss of state’s rights and a feeling of 

oppression by the North. Those in the North mustered troops at a rapid pace and the state of 

Pennsylvania was no exception. In total, Pennsylvania provided 340,000 troops to the war effort, 

second only to the state of New York. One of the most notable was the 149th Pennsylvania regiment. 

One of the most interesting facts about the regiment is how they got the nickname “Bucktails.” The 

regiment imitated the original Bucktails by putting dear tails in their hats. This quality is unique to only 

three regiments, this one, the original, and the regiment formed after them (the 150th). The soldiers 

would write home asking their families to send them more deer tails. When they got the tails they 

would sell them to their comrades and make themselves a good profit. 

The regimental flag consisted of a cut down version of the American flag with the Pennsylvania state 

coat of arms imposed over the field of stars. Although I couldn’t find a concrete account of what the 

flag symbolized, I can surmise that the American flag shows the regiment’s alliance to the Union, and 

the coat of arms means that they originated in Pennsylvania. Many of the regimental flags from 

Pennsylvania are very similar with only the regiment’s name changing on the bars.  

Another interesting fact is that the 149th was a regiment of not only skirmishers but also 

sharpshooters. The men actually had to pass a marksmanship test to get into the regiment. Most 

regiments in the Civil War did not supply sharpshooters but one of the 149th’s officers was a veteran 

and found it necessary to have a group of marksmen.  

The regiment was organized under the command of Col. Roy Stone who had seen battle in Antietam, 

Lt. Col. Walton Dwight, and Major George Speer in June of 1862 and Mustered in on September 4th 

1862. They organized in Harrisburg, PA and from there traveled to Washington DC. The troops stayed 
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there for a long while and helped guard the city. Since the Rebels had arrived in Maryland it was 

viewed necessary to protect the capital. They remained in Washington until mid February, 1863. From 

there the troops marched to Belle Plain, VA. Along with the 143rd they formed the Second Brigade of 

the First Corps.  

The 149th regiment saw action in some of the Civil War’s most famous battles. On the 28th of April 

they moved from their camp near Belle Plain to a location near Polluck’s Mills, VA. There they 

camped for the night. The next day they started down the Rappahannock River toward 

Chancellorsville, VA. On their way they encountered rapid artillery fire. The enemy was just on the 

other side of the river. Once there they joined in on the fighting and set up rifle pits for the men to hide 

in. Their sharpshooters and scouts were then sent out to capture prisoners and gain intelligence. 

They engaged the enemy at ¾ of a mile and took many prisoners. The scouts were tested to their 

limits and attained helpful information. Although they gained this information, the battle at 

Chancellorsville was a loss for the Union.  

Next, the regiment backed out and headed across the river again. There they stayed at a church 

where Col. Stone reported that more men and more arms were arriving and were in better condition 

and spirits. With the battle of Gettysburg soon in coming, the regiment had little rest. They marched 

towards Gettysburg and upon hearing the sounds of battle, were rushed into the fight. Their best 

skirmishers were put to the test that day when they had to cross an empty field with the enemy on the 

other side. There was not a single shot fired from the 149th but the Confederates were laying down 

heavy fire. With all this going on, the skirmishers charged with bayonets fixed and ran the 

Confederates out. They held this position all day and lost it only after a hard fight. The 149th used the 

tactics of surprise to keep the enemies at bay. After being out flanked, they marched back to 

Cemetery Hill. Gettysburg was a turning point in the war and is still referred to as the bloodiest battle 

of the Civil War. It was there that the Union had one of the largest victories they would have during 

the war.  

 In his after action report, commanding officer Doubleday from the 150th Bucktails reported that 

almost 2/3 of his field officers had been either wounded or killed in Gettysburg. Doubleday reported 

that the men of the 149th Bucktails had great respect for their leaders and that they carried out each 

task given to them obediently. The 149th impressed this leader of the other Bucktails. Despite the 

heavy blow at Gettysburg, those who were left and able to ride a horse kept to the front of the line.  

When the dead were counted the regiment had lost 34, had 171 wounded, and 131 missing. After 

this, the regiment lay dormant for quite some time. They contributed to some battles but they played a 

rather unimportant role in them. They rested for the winter and had many new recruits join them. They 

would need the new recruit’s to fuel the demand for soldiers. At the time, the weapons were evolving 

at a very fast pace and yet the tactics were reminiscent of the Revolutionary war. That’s why there 

was a 14% death rate among Civil War soldiers.  

The men of the 149th were recruited from 11 counties throughout the Pennsylvania countryside. They 

continued to see battle throughout the war in less know battles and skirmishes. They were known to 

have fought bravely in most every battle they faced. Even a commander from the Iron Brigade 

commented on the strength and courage that the members of the 149th demonstrated in battle. 

It was amazing that so many Americans served during the Civil War when you consider the hardships 

they faced and the low pay scale. In the Union Army, Privates earned between $13 and $16 a month, 
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while Majors brought home $169 a month and Colonels $212. Three Star Generals made a whopping 

$758 for their service. Soldiers were supposed to be paid every two months but this rarely happened. 

Often they would go between four and eight months with out seeing payment. The Confederate 

soldiers were paid even less and their wait for payment was often longer.  

The 149th Pennsylvania Regiment was mustered out June 24, 1865. Although I could not find the 

number of men the regiment enlisted, the total losses were 336 men, 160 enlisted, 4 officers, and 172 

lost to disease. The regiment lost more men to disease than died in action on the battlefield. This 

proves that the medical and sanitation standards of the Civil War era were poor at best. The medical 

sciences of the day were not advanced and often the only way to save a man’s life was to amputate 

his arm or leg and infection was rampant and caused many deaths as well as disease spreading 

through the encampments. This lack of knowledge led to the deaths of many and was often even 

more detrimental than the battle itself.  

Today the reasons for the Civil War are still much debated. The Civil War remains the largest loss of 

life on American soil as well as in any war we have been affiliated with. Many Americans can trace 

their family heritage back to men who fought on either side of the conflict. Today there is still a 

difference in how we interpret the outcome of the war. Some people who live in the south see the 

outcome differently than those who live in the north. Even the name of the war differs from region to 

region. Somehow, through all of the tribulations of the Civil War, we were able to maintain the Union 

and become one of the most powerful nations in the world. 
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149th Pennsylvania Infantry – Pennsylvania Memorial at Gettysburg 
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Leroy S. Wadsworth 
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Leroy S. Wadsworth 
Muster Sheets 
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PENSION FILE 
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