
Frederick Banks 
14th Regiment, Michigan Infantry 

 
 

 
 

Residence Pontiac, MI; 23 years old 
Enlisted on 2/13/1861 at Pontiac, MI as a 3rd Sergeant 

On 2/13/1862, he mustered into "I" Co. Michigan 14th Infantry 
 

Promotions:  
Sergeant Major 

2nd Lieutenant 6/20/1862 (As of Co. I) 
Intra-regimental company transfers 

6/20/1862 From Field & Staff to company I 
From Company I to Field & Staff 

Acting 2nd Brigade Assistant Quartermaster 01/01/1863 
 

He was listed as: 
Missing 4/30/1864 (Detroit Michigan) and discharged  

 

Born in 1839 
Died 6/12/1891 

Buried: Ridge Lawn Cemetery, Oxford, Oakland Co., MI 
After the war, he lived in Oakland County, MI 
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Frederick Banks 
Frederick Banks was born in 1839 and at the age of 23, he enlisted and was mustered into "I" 
Company Michigan 14th Infantry on 13 February, 1861 at Pontiac Michigan with the rank of 3rd 
Sergeant.  
 
During the Civil War, a 3rd Sergeant was a non-commissioned officer (NCO) in an infantry company, 
typically ranking below the 2nd Sergeant and above the 4th Sergeant. They wore three chevrons 
(stripes) on their sleeves, often with the point down, and functioned as key squad leaders or platoon 
supervisors, aiding in formation and command. In a standard 100-man company, there were usually 
four to five sergeants, ranked 1st through 4th or 5th. A 3rd Sergeant was a senior NCO responsible 
for managing a squad or guiding troop movements on the battlefield. 
 
It appears that sometime in May, 1862 he was promoted to Sergeant Major, and subsequently 
promoted to 2nd Lieutenant on 6/20/1862.  On January 1, 1863, he was announced as Acting Asst. 
Quartermaster of the 2nd Brigade, 7th Division, 14th Army Corps, Nashville, Tenn.  The following 
month, he would request a leave of absence for ten days to address a pressing issue with his 
business at home, a problem that required his immediate attention. Though his commanding officers 
indorsed his request, the Brigade commander only approved leave for 5 days on March 4,1863.  
 
2nd Lieutenant Banks failed to return and on April 2, 1863, his commanding officers reported his 
absence and felt that summary action should be had in his case since he was absent without leave.    
It was recommended that 2nd Lieutenant Banks be dismissed, and on May 13, 1864, Banks was 
dropped for the rolls by Adjutant order; however; there was no evidence of action in his case ….Regt 
was home on Vol furlough in May 64. 
 

***************************************************** 
The 1860 Census list Frederick Banks as a Waterford city resident, Oakland County, Michigan, and a 
farmer with a property value of $4300; the equivalent in purchasing power to about $169,298.25 in 
2026.  He died in 1891. 
 

 
 
In the widow pension application, it documents he deserted on Mar. 26, 1863 and the charge had not 
been removed; and since the charge was never adjudicated and no conviction occurred the pension 
request was denial.  No discharge documentation exists and the matter never pressured and 
forgotten.   
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Frederick Banks 
Identified Colt Model 1851 Navy Revolver 

 

GUSTAVE YOUNG DELUXE ENGRAVED 
COLT MODEL 1851 NAVY REVOLVER. SN 99672. 

 

Cal. 36. Fine engraved 4th Model 51 Navy with 7-1/2 inch oct barrel, dovetailed front sight and 1-line 
Hartford address. It has silver plated trigger guard & back strap, and deluxe burl wood grips. Revolver 
is engraved in Gustave Youngs deluxe patterns with full coverage foliate arabesque patterns on the 
frame & recoil shields with some scrolls terminating in flower blossoms. Barrel lug and rammer pivot 
are engraved to match.  
 

Engraving extends over top two side flats with a border pattern around the Hartford barrel legend. 
Top of back strap has the iconic Gustave Young fan pattern with matching foliate arabesque patterns 
near the top of back the strap, at the heel, on butt strap and trigger guard. Left side of frame has – 
COLTS PATENT – hand engraved in an artistic cloud-like panel well known as the Gustave Young 
form. Hammer is matching. All matching serial numbers. 
 

The back strap is also engraved/inscribed with the name: 

– Lt. Fred Banks – 
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14th Regiment, Michigan Infantry 
 

The Fourteenth was organized at Ypsilanti under the supervision of Colonel Robert P. Sinclair, 
mustering into the service of the United States on the 13th of February, 1862 with an enrollment of 
925 officers and men. The Fourteenth left the state on the 17th of April for St. Louis, Mo., joining 
General Grant's army at Pittsburgh Landing, Tenn. It participated in the Siege of Corinth, Miss., and 
when the Confederates evacuated that city, the Fourteenth formed a part of General Buell's army, in 
the famous race with the Confederate army, under General Bragg, to Louisville, Ky. It went no farther 
than Nashville where it was assigned to the First Brigade, Second Division of the Fourteenth Corp, 
serving in that Corp throughout the remainder of the war. It was known as the "Irish Rifle" regiment 
and later became mounted infantry. 

In November the Regiment had a sharp encounter with Alabama troops at Lavergne, Tenn., where it 
captured a fort and took a large number of prisoners. After a series of marches and victories, the 
Regiment was at Stone River, Tenn., where in January 1863, it took part in that famous engagement. 

The following March, Henry R. Mizner, a captain in the regular army was commissioned Colonel of 
the Regiment, Colonel Sinclair having resigned. The Fourteenth was on active duty during the 
summer at Franklin, Brentwood and Nashville, TN., where Colonel Mizner mounted his Regiment by 
securing horses from the local farms, along with sufficient mules to move his transports and 
ambulances without calling on the government for an animal. 

His entire district was infested with guerilla bands and he pursued them so relentlessly that he killed 
or captured most of them, driving the remaining balance out of the state. 

After the area was cleared of the lawless bands of guerrillas, peace reined as far as his troops could 
extend, causing many of the inhabitants to take the oath of allegiance to the United States. 

In January, 1864, the Regiment veteranized, with 414 men re-enlisting with the understanding and 
promise that they would continue their service as cavalry or mounted infantry. The companies came 
home by detachments on veteran furlough as the entire Regiment could not be spared as a whole. 
After the expiration of their 30 days furloughs the Regiment returned to Nashville on the 16th of May. 
A bitter disappointment greeted them on their return as a sweeping general order had been issued to 
dismount the Regiment, causing the organization to serve once again as infantry. Much 
dissatisfaction followed and Colonel Mizner made a vigorous protest against the order; but, while the 
efficiency of his command was recognized, he failed to get the order revoked, submitting as gracefully 
as possible to the inevitable. 

The Fourteenth joined General Sherman's army at Dallas, Ga. the 4th of June, where it took an active 
part in the Atlanta Campaign, being engaged with the Southern forces at Kenesaw Mountain, the 
Chattahoochee River, then the Siege of Atlanta. 

When General Sherman made his flanking movement around Atlanta, the Fourteenth distinguished 
itself by a brilliant charge at Jonesboro, breaking the Confederate line, being the first Union troops to 
take possession of the Confederate works. In this charge the Fourteenth captured General Govan, of 
Cleburn's division, along with his entire staff, four pieces of artillery, also the colors of the First Arkansas 
including 300 of its men. 

After the fall of Atlanta, the Fourteenth was with Sherman's March to the Sea, reaching Savannah, 
Ga., on the 16th of November. Upon the surrender of Savannah, the Regiment marched through 
South Carolina, crossing the Savannah River at Sister's Ferry, then through North Carolina, crossing 
around the Confederate lines while skirmishing at several points; then meeting strong resistance at 
Averysboro. 
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The Brigade to which the Fourteenth belonged was ordered to charge the Confederate works, 
carrying the first line; but, were unable to take the main line. The Brigade held its position, expecting 
to resume the engagement the next morning, when it was found the Southern forces had retreated. 
The Regiment suffered severely in this engagement. 

The following day the Fourteenth followed the Confederates closely until Bentonville was reached, 
where they made a determined effort to shake off their foes. General Johnston and Hardee massed 
their forces, then made a series of desperate charges upon the Union lines. The Confederates were 
received with a destructive fire and were repeatedly driven back, only to return, until the union forces 
jumped over their works, charging the Confederates, causing a total rout, capturing a large number of 
officers and men with a large quantity of small arms. In the meantime, the southern forces appeared 
in the rear of the Union lines; whereupon the Fourteenth faced about, then charged the Confederates, 
when after a hand-to-hand struggle, drove them from the field with great loss in killed and wounded 
with a large number captured. This was the last severe battle of the Fourteenth and of General 
Sherman's army. 

The Fourteenth marched to Goldsboro, where it remained until April 10th, then started for Raleigh, 
N.C. It marched to Richmond from there and thence to Washington, D.C., where on the 18th of May it 
took part along with the rest of General Sherman's army in the Grand Review held on the 24th. The 
Regiment was then sent to Louisville, Ky., where it was mustered out of service on July 18th, then 
sent to Detroit where it arrived on the 21st. It was paid off and disbanded on July 29, 1865. 

 

This beautifully painted silk regimental is remarkably intact.  The federal eagle is painted in the center 
of the flag with two arcing rows of stars above.  The top arc contains 21 stars, and the bottom arc 
contains 13 stars.  The regimental designation is painted on a painted ribbon below the eagle.  It 
reads “14th. MICHIGAN VETERAN INFANTRY.”  Battle honors are painted around the central design 
and read “FARMINGTON.” “BRENTWOOD.” “STONE RIVER.” “ATLANTA.” “SIEGE OF CORINTH.” 
“LAVERGNE.” “LAWRENCEBURG.” and “JONESBORO.”  A gold-colored fringe is attached to the 
top, bottom, and fly edge of the flag.  The hoist edge was fashioned into a sleeve for attachment to 
the staff.  
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Known for its versatility, the unit was converted to mounted infantry in 1863, armed with Spencer 
carbines, and sustained 246 casualties before mustering out in July 1865.  

Major Battles & Campaigns: 

o Stones River: Engaged in late 1862/early 1863 Civil War Index. 

o Atlanta Campaign (1864): Active at Kennesaw Mountain, Chattahoochee River, and 
the Siege of Atlanta, Civil War Index. 

o Battle of Jonesboro: Carried a line of enemy works and captured 4 guns and a large 
number of prisoners. 

o March to the Sea & Carolinas: Participated in the capture of Savannah and fought at 
Averysboro and Bentonville. 

 

 

This silk regimental flag once had a painted design in the center, but the painted area has been lost, 
likely due to the paint making the silk prone to fracturing.  There is some staining on the blue 
silk.  Gold bullion fringe is attached to the top, bottom, and fly edge of the flag.  The hoist edge was 
fashioned into a sleeve for attachment to the staff. 

The staff, which measures 92.5” by 1.25,” does not have a finial.  A shield shaped plaque on the staff 
reads “Presented to the 14th Mich. Vol. Inf. By the Ladies of Ypsilanti March 1862.” 
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The Battle of Jonesboro by Currier & Ives (Library of Congress) 

 

 

The 14th Michigan attacked on 1st September as part of Colonel Charles M. Lum’s brigade, 
Brigadier-General James D. Morgan’s division. With the Michiganders out in front, the brigade 
advanced through a strip of woods, where they maneuvered to form line of battle and connect with 
the other attacking brigades. Irwin and his comrades found themselves in the front rank on the right of 
their brigade’s line, and they began to take fire from grape and solid shot. The Confederate positions 
were now facing them, with the Rebels located behind breastworks in the woods to their front. 
Without receiving orders to advance the entire brigade began to march up the slope towards the 
enemy, with the 14th Michigan outpacing the rest. Irwin and his comrades were the first to enter the 
woods, encountering little resistance as they drove the Confederates from their first line of 
entrenchments. The second line of works did not fall quite so easily. The Colonel of the regiment, 
Henry R. Mizner, recounts his men’s advance: ‘Moving steadily forward with fixed bayonets at ‘right 
shoulder shift,’ first at quick time, then at double quick, my men without pause or hesitation leaped 
upon the rebel works, not having up to that moment fired a shot or raised a shout. Upon gaining the 
works which were filled with the enemy, our colors gallantly planted by Sergeant Steiner, they opened 
upon them a most deadly fire…it was impossible to stay the fire of my men, who swept through the 
entire line of works ….’ (3) 
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UNION MICHIGAN VOLUNTEERS 

14th Regiment, Michigan Infantry 
Overview: 

Organized at Ypsilanti and Detroit, Mich., January 7 to February 18, 1862. Mustered in February 13, 
1862. Left State for St. Louis, Mo., April 17, thence moved to Pittsburg Landing, Tenn. Attached to 
2nd Brigade, 1st Division, Army of Mississippi, to September, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 13th Division, Army 
of the Ohio, to November, 1862. 1st Brigade, 4th Division, Center 14th Army Corps, Army of the 
Cumberland, to January, 1863. 1st Brigade, 4th Division, 14th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, 
to June, 1863. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, Reserve Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to October, 1863. 
1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 14th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to December, 1863. Columbia, 
Tenn., Dept. of the Cumberland, to May, 1864. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 14th Army Corps, Army of 
the Cumberland, to July, 1865. 
 

Service: 

Advance on and siege of Corinth, Miss., April 29-May 30, 1862. Actions at Farmington, Miss., May 
3 and 9. Reconnaissance toward Corinth May 8. Pursuit to Booneville May 31-June 12. 
Reconnaissance toward Baldwyn June 3. Buell's operations along Memphis & Charleston Railroad in 
Northern Alabama and Middle Tennessee June 13-July 18. At Tuscumbia, Ala., till September 1. 
March to Nashville, Tenn., September 1-6, and duty there till December 26. Siege of Nashville 
September 12-November 7. Near Nashville November 5. Near Lavergue November 7. Advance on 
Murfreesboro December 26-30. Guard trains to Murfreesboro January 2-3, 1863. Duty at 
Murfreesboro till March 8. At Brentwood till July 3 guarding line between Nashville and Franklin. Duty 
at Nashville, Franklin, and Columbia till May, 1864. Action at Weem's Springs August 19, 1863 (Co. 
"C"). Regiment mounted September 8, 1863, and armed with Spencer carbines.  

Engaged in scout and patrol duty through Lawrence, Giles and Maury Counties, operating against 
guerrillas of that section. Action at Lawrenceburg, Tenn., November 4, 1863. Specially complimented 
by General Gordon Granger in General Order No. 38, dated November 8, 1863, for efficient services. 
March to join Sherman at Dallas, Ga., May 21-June 4, 1864. Atlanta Campaign June 4 to September 
8, 1864. Operations about Marietta and against Kenesaw Mountain June 10-July 2. Pine Hill June 
11-14. Lost Mountain June 15-17. Assault on Kenesaw June 27. Ruff's Station July 4. 
Chattahoochee River July 5-17. Peach Tree Creek July 19-20. Siege of Atlanta July 22-August 
25. Utoy Creek August 5-7. Flank movement on Jonesboro August 25-30.  

Battle of Jonesboro August 31-September 1. Operations against Hood in North Georgia and North 
Alabama September 29-November 3. March to the sea November 15-December 10. Siege of 
Savannah December 10-21. Campaign of the Carolinas January to April, 1865. Averysboro, N. C., 
March 16. Battle of Bentonville March 19-21. Occupation of Goldsboro March 24. Advance on 
Raleigh April 10-14. Occupation of Raleigh April 14. Bennett's House April 26. Surrender of Johnston 
and his army. March to Washington, D. C., via Richmond, Va., April 29-May 19. Grand Review May 
24. Moved to Louisville, Ky., June 13. Mustered out July 18, 1865. 
 
Regiment lost during service 1 Officer and 58 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 3 
Officers and 184 Enlisted men by disease. Total 246. 
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Michigan Fourteenth Infantry 
(Three Years)  

The Fourteenth was organized at Ypsilanti under the supervision of Colonel Robert P. Sinclair, and 
was mustered into service Feb. 13, 1862, with an enrollment of 925 officers and men.  

The field, staff and line officers at organization were as follows:  

Robert P. Sinclair, Colonel, Grand Rapids. Robert W. Davis, Lieutenant Colonel, Pontiac. M. W. 
Quackenbush, Major, Owosso. Edward Batwell, Surgeon, Detroit. Frederick W. Sparling, Assistant 
Surgeon, Detroit. David B. Harbaugh, Adjutant, Detroit. William M. Ferry, Jr., Quartermaster, Grand 
Haven. Thomas B. Dooley, Chaplain, Corunna.  

A. Captain, Morgan L. Gage, East Saginaw. First Lieutenant, Joseph Schefnicker, Saginaw. Second 
Lieutenant, John C. Lind, East Saginaw. 

B. Captain, Thomas C. Fitzgibbon, Detroit. First Lieutenant, Patrick Walsh, Grand Rapids. Second 
Lieutenant, Nicholas Devereaux, Marshall.  

C. Captain, James Mackey, Detroit. First Lieutenant, Arthur E. Magill, Grand Rapids. Second 
Lieutenant, John Van Stan, Detroit.  

D. Captain, James J. Jeffries, Lansing. First Lieutenant, Gillman J. McClintock, Owosso. Second 
Lieutenant, Cyrus F. Jackson, Owosso.  

E. Captain, Alpheus M. Beebe, Lansing. First Lieutenant, C. C. Goodale, Owosso. Second 
Lieutenant, Daniel Wait, Owosso.  

F. Captain, Edward S. Nixon, Grand Rapids. First Lieutenant, Casper Ernst, Nunica. Second 
Lieutenant, Calvin C. Porter, Grand Rapids.  

G. Captain, John L. Donnelly, Monroe. First Lieutenant, John T. Donahugh, -----. Second Lieutenant, 
Charles R. Bush, Lansing.  

H. Captain, Richard Beahan, Ypsilanti. First Lieutenant, Thomas Higgins, Detroit. Second Lieutenant, 
Campbell Montgomery, Detroit.  

I. Captain, Frank Powell, Pontiac. First Lieutenant, John P. Foster, Pontiac. Second Lieutenant, Alfred 
A. Parker, Pontiac.  

K. Captain, John Kelley, St. Johns. First Lieutenant, Charles B. Rose, Westphalia. Second 
Lieutenant, Tobias J. Sherlock, Detroit.  

The Fourteenth left the state on the 17th of April for St. Louis, Mo., and joined General Grant's army 
at Pittsburg Landing. It participated in the siege of Corinth, Miss., and when the enemy evacuated, 
the Fourteenth formed a part of General Buell's army in the famous race with the confederate army, 
under General Bragg, to Louisville, Ky. It went no farther than Nashville, Tenn., when it was assigned 
to the First Brigade, Second Division, Fourteenth Corps, and served in that corps during the war. In 
November the regiment had a sharp encounter with Alabama troops at Lavergne, Tenn., when it 
captured a fort and took a large number of prisoners. After a series of marches and victories, the 
regiment was at Stone River, Tenn., in January, 1863, when it took part in that engagement.  

The following March Henry R. Mizner, a captain in the regular army was commissioned Colonel of the 
regiment, Colonel Sinclair having resigned.  
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The Fourteenth was on active duty during the summer and was stationed a portion of the time at 
Franklin, Brentwood, and Nashville, Tenn.  

Colonel Mizner mounted his regiment by securing horses from the enemy's country and sufficient 
mules to move his transportation and ambulances without calling upon the government for an animal.  

His entire district was infested with guerrilla bands and he pursued them so relentlessly that he killed 
or captured most of them and drove the balance out of the state. The whole country was cleared of 
lawless bands of guerillas and peace and quite reigned as far as his troops could extend and many of 
the inhabitants were induced to take the oath of allegiance.  

In January, 1864, the regiment veteranized, 414 re-enlisted with the understanding and promise that 
they should continue their service as cavalry or mounted infantry. The companies came home by 
detachments on veteran furlough, as the whole regiment could not be spared at once. After the 
expiration of their veteran furloughs the regiment returned to Nashville, the 16th of May.  

A bitter disappointment greeted them on their return as a sweeping order had been issued to 
dismount the regiment and have the organization serve as infantry. Much dissatisfaction followed and 
Colonel Mizner made a vigorous protest against the order, but while the efficiency of his command 
was recognized, he failed to get the order revoked and submitted as gracefully as possible to the 
inevitable.  

The Fourteenth joined General Sherman's army at Dallas, Ga., the 4th of June, and took an active 
part in the Atlanta campaign, being engaged with the enemy at Kenesaw Mountain and 
Chattahoochee River and the siege of Atlanta.  

When General Sherman made his flanking movement around Atlanta, the Fourteenth distinguished 
itself by a brilliant charge at Jonesboro, breaking the enemy's line, and was the first troops to get 
possession of the confederate works. In this charge the Fourteenth captured General Govan, of 
Cleburn's division, and his staff, four pieces of artillery, the colors of the First Arkansas, and 300 men.  

After the fall of Atlanta, the Fourteenth marched with Sherman to the sea and reached Savannah, 
Ga., the 16th of November. Upon the surrender of Savannah, the regiment marched through South 
Carolina, crossing the Savannah River at Sister's Ferry, and then through North Carolina, skirmishing 
with the enemy at several points, but meeting strong resistance at Averysboro. The brigade to which 
the Fourteenth belonged was ordered to charge the enemy's works and carried the first line, but were 
unable to take the main line. The brigade held its position, expecting to resume the engagement the 
next morning, when it was found the enemy had retreated. In this engagement the regiment suffered 
severely.  

The following day the Fourteenth followed the confederates closely until Bentonville was reached, 
where they made a determined effort to shake off their foes. General Johnson and Hardee massed 
their forces and made a series of desperate charges upon the union lines. The confederates were 
received with a destructive fire and were repeatedly driven back, only to return, until the union forces 
jumped over their works and charged the confederates on their retreat, capturing a large number of 
officers and men and a quantity of small arms.  

In the meantime, the enemy appeared in the rear of the Union lines when the Fourteenth faced about 
and charged the confederates, and after a hand-to-hand struggle, drove them from the field with great 
loss in killed and wounded, and a number of prisoners. This was the last severe battle fought by 
General Sherman's army.  

The Fourteenth marched to Goldsboro, where it remained until April 10, and then started for Raleigh, 
N. C. It marched to Richmond, Va., and arrived in Washington, D. C., the 18th of May, and took part 
in the grand review of Sherman's army on the 24th.  
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The regiment was then sent to Louisville, Ky., where it was mustered out July 18, and arrived in 
Detroit, Mich, the 21st, and was paid off and disbanded July 29, 1865.  

The 14th was engaged with the enemy while in service at Farmington, Miss., May 9, 1862; siege of 
Corinth, Miss., May 10 to 31, 1862; Lavergne, Tenn., November 1, 1862; Nashville, Tenn., November 
5, 1862; Brentwood, Tenn., December 8, 1862; Stone River, Tenn., January 3, 1863; Weam's 
Springs, Tenn., July 27, 1863; Lawrenceburg, Tenn., November 4, 1863; Kenesaw, Ga., June 25, 
1864; Chattahoochee River, Ga., July 5 and 6, 1864; siege of Atlanta, Ga., July 22, to August 25, 
1864; Atlanta, Ga., August 7, 1864; Jonesboro, Ga., September 1, 1864; Florence, Ala., October 10, 
1864; Savannah, Ga., December 17 to 21, 1864; Fayetteville, N. C., March 12, 1865; Averysboro, N. 
C., March 16, 1865; Bentonville, N. C., March 19 and 20, 1865.  

Total enrollment...........................................................1629  

Killed in action..................................................................36  

Died of wounds................................................................17  

Died in confederate prisons...............................................1  

Died of disease..............................................................163  

Discharged for disability (wounds and disease).............155  

 

Source: Record of Service of Michigan Volunteers 1861-65  

*********************************************************************************** NOVEMBER 3, 1863--
Skirmish at Lawrenceburg, Tenn.  

Report of Maj. Thomas C. Fitz Gibbon, Fourteenth Michigan Infantry, and congratulatory orders.  

HDQRS. FOURTEENTH MICH. VOL. MTD. INFTY.,  

Columbia, Tenn., November 7, 1863.  

CAPT.: Early on the morning of the 2d instant, deserters from the camp of Col. Albert Cooper 
informed me of the confinement in jail at Lawrenceburg of many Union citizens who refused to join 
the rebel army, as also some Federal soldiers captured from the various regiments that have been 
stationed and passed through here.  

Cooper's force was represented as from 200 to 300 strong, partially, and imperfectly armed, and as it 
was rumored that he intended leaving camp the day following, I resolved to surprise and capture him 
before daylight next morning. For that purpose, I had 120 enlisted men, 6 lieutenants, and 2 captains 
detailed, and apportioning 20 to each lieutenant, and 3 lieutenants to each captain, at 3 p.m. on the 
evening of the 2d instant headed for Lawrenceburg. Believing that the oath-bound loyalty of the 
citizens of Columbia could not be relied upon, I gave out that I was going to Pulaski; and to deceive 
those who might follow or watch my movements, I proceeded 14 miles on that pike, then turned 
southwest and went through Campbellsville. I purposed coming in rear [south] of Lawrenceburg, 
occupy all roads leading to it, at 4 o'clock a.m. dismount my force, and walk into their camp. This 
could be done, for having no camp or picket guard out, as I had been reliably informed, they might 
have been taken in their quarters without firing a shot. But unfortunately for the success of our 
movement, Lieut. Miller, commanding rear guard, permitted the column to move too far ahead, and 
got lost in the woods. On being informed of this accident, or blunder, my spirit sank within me, for with 
the three hours lost in search of him and his command passed away the opportunity of surprising the 
rebel camp.  
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It was now day, and being only 5 miles from Lawrenceburg, I determined to test the mettle of the "200 
or 300 men," and refresh and feed my men and horses from their stores. When within a mile of the 
town the "intelligent contraband" volunteered their fears of my destruction, as Cooper had "over 500 
men" ready to receive me. He was told [they said] of my coming, and "got ready to lick me." Soon 
after my guide brought me word from a Union citizen, on whose statement reliance could be placed, 
that there were over 500 men drawn up in line to welcome me; that Capt.'s Kirk, Scott, Burch, Payne, 
and Barnes, with their commands, under Col. Albert Cooper, were determined to hold the town.  

My advance guard, under Sergt. William Davis, had become hotly engaged with a group of rebel 
mounted men who occupied the road in my front, and to secure against defeat, which would be death 
and destruction to my entire command, I dismounted all but 32 of my men [who were armed with 
carbines and revolvers I captured a few days previous], had them hitch their horses and form column 
of companies in front of my position--and close to the rebel first line of battle lay a piece of woods--
and having ordered Sergeant Davis to hold the road, surveyed their situation and movements. 
Masking my movements from the enemy by taking possession of the woods, I ordered Lieut. William 
Finn, with parts of Companies B and C, to deploy his force as skirmishers, and giving Lieut. John M. 
Clarke the "terrible 32," gave command off the reserve to Capt. J. J. Donelly, with directions to hold 
them well in hand and await orders.  

The advance of the skirmishers brought on a brisk fire, but in spite of the effort of the rebels to stay 
their march, on, on they went, driving the enemy's vedettes and advance guard before them. Seeing 
now the material I had to deal with, I placed myself at the head of the 32 and came on the left of, and 
in line with, my skirmishers. Finn was driving them gallantly, and having come within close range of 
their first line, which was protected by a long row of cotton bales belonging to a Mr. Porter, pushed 
toward them at the double-quick, and while Lieut. Clarke threatened their right, Finn not only occupied 
their front, but swung round his right and enfiladed them, receiving the deliberate oblique fire of the 
skirmishers, by which 3 of them were wounded. The first line retired, or rather ran, in haste upon the 
second. Deeming this the opportunity to strike, I ordered up the reserve. Their right, I saw at a glance, 
was exposed, and as their whole line ran along the Mount Pleasant Road, hemmed in by fences on 
either side, the center and left would be powerless in rendering the right any assistance. I resolved 
then to break through their right, swing round their rear, and terrify the whole by badly beating a part. 
Being vastly outnumbered, my enemy being nearly 500 strong, I dreaded to make known my 
numbers by an attack upon their whole line.  

The reserve, under Capt. Donnelly, coming up, the skirmishers advanced and engaged their whole 
front, receiving two volleys in return. Under the smoke of their guns, I ordered Clarke to "charge and 
smash" their right, and bravely and gloriously did he obey my words. The rebels fired by rank, but so 
nervous and unsteady as to pass closer in rear of my reserve than to my advance. Clarke crumbled 
their right, and, wheeling, aimed for their heart, but it was gone in all directions.  

Occupying the court-house with two companies, the remainder pursued the flying force beyond the 
outskirts of the town. Fearing an ambuscade where there were so many, I ordered that the pursuit 
should be discontinued where opportunities for such would offer. Capt. Walsh, however, could not 
restrain his fierceness, and taking Lieut. Kirk and his company with him, drove Scott so close that he 
dropped him a first lieutenant and 3 men to stay his chase.  

The jail and court-house had been emptied of prisoners an hour before our arrival, and, placing some 
loose cotton in the former, resigned it to the flames. The citizens begged that I would spare the court-
house, as its destruction would disfigure and perhaps mutilate and destroy a monument close by, 
erected in memory of those of its former residents who died on the plains of Mexico defending the 
Republic.  

Apprehending trouble on my return, and anxious to get into an open country before night set in, I 
gave the prisoners in charge of Lieut. Kirk, left Lieut.'s Clarke and Finn, under Capt. Walsh, to guard 
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the rear, while Lieut.'s A. P. Sinclair and James Stewart, under Capt. Donnelly, were to clear any 
hinderance to our advance. Lieut. Miller I held to aid either front or rear when attacked.  

The enemy, being informed as to my strength and numbers, felt chagrined at his discomfiture, and 
gathering his scattered force on the west side of the town, determined to take advantage of the hills 
and road through which I had to pass to annihilate my little band. I had scarcely gone 2 miles when a 
courier from the rear informed me that Clarke was hard pressed, and the fierce yells of my assailants 
gave warning of their near approach. I ordered Capt. Walsh and Lieut. Finn to form in the woods on 
the right, telling them that I would go back with Clarke's 32, feign an attack, give way, and run by 
them, when they should open on them and close in their rear. I led Clarke's command to the rear, 
telling him my intention, but as I advanced to the brow of the hill the rebels were too close upon me to 
permit of my retiring with any chance of safety; they were about equal to my entire command, drawn 
up in the form of a crescent, their right resting on the road while the left lapped my rear.  

Sending an orderly to the rear to bring up Capt. Walsh, I determined to punish them on their own 
ground or perish in the attempt. I ordered a charge, telling my men to reserve their fire till we could 
strike them in the face with our revolvers. We were about 30 yards from the rebel semicircular line, 
and my men, deeming themselves close enough, hesitated for a moment. Putting spurs to my horse I 
dashed forward to show my contempt for guerrillas that confronted me, and beckoning to the noble 
and truly gallant Clarke, urged him to follow. Bravely, fearlessly, and heroically did he and his men 
obey the summons, and up to their very teeth we dashed. At this moment my horse was shot from 
under me, three of a volley of musket balls having penetrated his heart, brain, and side.  

The struggle that now raged over me was fierce, terrific, and appalling, exceeding in stubbornness 
any hand-to-hand and face-to-face encounter that has marked any war of the present age. 
Completely encircled by a galling fire, the rebel commander twice essayed to capture us, but the 
undaunted Clarke still struggled bravely, and though one after another of our horses fell to earth, we 
converted their bodies into a barricade and cleared the field. Capt. Walsh arrived in time to join in the 
pursuit. The rebels left [as Lieut. Clarke, who counted the bodies, informed me] 8 of their men in the 
throes of death behind them, while Sergt. William Davis, who refused to go to the rear, though 
severely wounded, and Private Beebe L. Saxton, of Company I, and Private Heman Curliss, of 
Company E, wounded, besides 3 horses killed, was all the loss the "terrible 32" sustained.  

Being extricated from my horse by the aid of my faithful orderly, O. B. Brombly, I formed both 
companies to resist another onslaught, telling them to retire alternately and join the column. 
Anticipating an immediate attack on the advance I hastened to the front to prepare for it, and scarce 
had I formed when one of the most terrific but wildest volleys that ever was hurled upon a column 
greeted Capt. Donnelly's command from a frowning hill on his left. Coolly did that gallant officer 
receive it, and calmly did he deliberate upon his duty. Up that steep hill did he charge with his men, 
Stewart advancing direct upon their center, while Sinclair struck them on the right flank, both driving 
them in confused groups into a dense thicket, pouring volley after volley into the confused mass. 
Never before was such daring, dashing, cool, determined bravery exhibited by men, and, the cry of 
"no quarter to guerrillas" having been heard above the din and rattle of musketry, drove the enemy 
through briers and thickets to the mountains.  

The force on this hill was little less than 150, half of whom were dismounted and contested Capt. 
Donnelly's ascent. He himself blew the brains out of one, and, as I had ordered that no more 
prisoners should be taken, he says their loss must have been very great. Both these terrible reverses 
terrified the assailants, and, if I except one more desperate effort on the rear which Walsh, Clarke, 
and Finn gallantly met and repulsed, their firing was irregular and at long range. Providentially the 
only loss sustained by the onslaught upon the front was the killing and wounding of 7 horses, which I 
soon replaced from the stables of adjacent farm houses.  
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Finding themselves baffled and defeated at all points, Capt. Barness was dispatched to Mount 
Pleasant, 16 miles ahead, on my line of march, to notify Maj. Coffee to join and aid in a last attack at 
that place, he having about 50 guerrillas in the neighboring mountains, but he could not escape the 
watchful eye of Capt. Donnelly, who sent two men on fresh horses in pursuit, and they, being unable 
to close on him, drove him off the road with their long-range rifles. Ignorant of this, about 100 of the 
enemy kept in my rear to Mount Pleasant, where the brave "32" were concealed to receive them. The 
rear of my column having passed out of town, these cowardly murderers galloped up, shouting as 
they came, when Lieut. Clarke wheeled his men into line and, delivering one volley in their face, 
scattered them in all directions to trouble us no more.  

I reached this post at 6 p.m., after an absence of twenty-seven hours, having traveled 82 miles, 
fought and defeated four times a superior force having advantage of ground and position, without 
food or rest. The prisoners, 26 in number, including 1 captain and 2 lieutenants, I turned over to 
Provost-Marshall Nixon, thus making in six days 107 prisoners captured by a single battalion.  

It will doubtless seem strange to some that in such terrible and close conflicts between armed forces, 
so few are killed and wounded, but to the intelligent officer or soldier who has witnessed the unwieldy 
clumsiness of a Springfield rifle in the hands of a mounted man, the wonder is easy of solution. Such 
men as compose the Fourteenth Michigan, armed with breech-loading rifles or revolvers, would prove 
themselves a terror to any force with which they would come in contact. No tremulous hesitation, no 
fear of danger or of death, no retiring to load, or excuse to go to the rear, was visible in officer or 
soldier. They fought coolly, bravely, nobly; repulsing every attack, and breaking every line and barrier 
that interposed between them and success. The State of Michigan and the Republic [have] just 
reason to be proud of such noble sons and gallant defenders.  

Respectfully submitted.  

Your obedient servant,  

THOMAS C. FITZ GIBBON,  

Maj., Cmdg. Fourteenth Michigan Volunteers.  

Capt. A. E. MAGILL,  

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Gen. 

 -----  

GENERAL ORDERS, No. 38. HDQRS. UNITED STATES FORCES, Nashville, Tenn., November 8, 
1863.  

The general commanding compliments the officers and men of the Fourteenth Regt. of Michigan 
Volunteers. The late brilliant scouts through Lawrence, Giles, and Maury have done credit to our arms 
and taught the people of that section that our flag is carried by men who mean that it shall be 
respected. The general commanding feels assured that every portion of this command will emulate 
the energy, zeal, and gallantry of this regiment.  

By order of Brig. Gen. R. S. Granger:  

W. NEVIN,  

Capt., and Assistant Adjutant-Gen.  

Source: Official Records  

CHAP. XLIII.] SKIRMISH AT LAWRENCEBURG, Tennessee PAGE 238-54  

[Series I. Vol. 31. Part I, Reports and Union Correspondence. Serial No. 54.]  
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********************************************************************************** Reports of Col. Henry R. 
Mizner, Fourteenth Michigan Infantry, of operations June 4-September 5.  

CAMP FOURTEENTH MICHIGAN INFANTRY,  

Jonesborough, Ga., September 5, 1864.  

CAPT.: In compliance with orders, I have to report the participation of the Fourteenth Michigan 
Infantry in the campaign up to the 24th of August:  

My regiment joined its brigade on the 4th of June, having been detained at Bridgeport, Tenn., twelve 
days, by order of Maj.-Gen. Rousseau, of which Gen. Rousseau assured me he would telegraph 
Brig.-Gen. Whipple, assistant adjutant-general and chief of staff, Department of the Cumberland. 
Gen. Whipple soon after my arrival, stated to me that my explanation and action were entirely 
satisfactory. My regiment has continued with the brigade in its usual routine of duty. On the 13th of 
June, my regiment having the advance, was in part deployed as skirmishers, near the Marietta Road, 
where I had 2 men wounded. On the 17th of June on skirmish line near same point, 2 men were 
wounded. On the 23d of June in demonstration at Kenesaw Mountain, 2 men were killed and 2 
wounded. On the 5th of July my regiment was deployed as skirmishers, and ordered to drive the 
enemy from their line of rifle-pits north of the Chattahoochee River. This we accomplished, driving the 
enemy to their main works. My loss was 6 men killed, 1 commissioned officer and 16 men wounded. 
On the 6th of July, in attempting to force the right of my line, my loss was 1 man killed, 14 wounded. 
On the 5th of August my bugler was killed on the march. On the 7th of August my regiment was again 
on the skirmish line, advancing nearly a mile, with a loss of 7 men killed, 32 wounded capturing 2 
officers and 34 men. On the 8th First Lieut. Kirk was killed in camp. My total killed and wounded for 
the period named, June 4 to August 24, is 17 men killed, 1 officer killed, 1 officer wounded, and 89 
men wounded.  

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,  

HENRY R. MIZNER,  

Col. Fourteenth Michigan Infantry.  

Capt. T. WISEMAN,  

Assistant Adjutant-Gen.  

-----  

CAMP FOURTEENTH MICHIGAN INFANTRY,  

Jonesborough, Ga., September 5, 1864.  

SIR: In compliance with orders, I have to report the participation of the Fourteenth Michigan Infantry 
in the campaign from August 24 to date:  

On the 1st of September my regiment advanced with its brigade, assaulted and carried the enemy's 
works, capturing Brig.-Gen. Govan, who surrendered his command to First Sergt. Patrick Irwin, of my 
regiment. I know that my regiment was the first to enter the enemy's works and capture 8 pieces of 
artillery, with caissons, and the battle-flag of the First Arkansas, but have observed so much feeling, 
and so many conflicting claims, that I do not desire to press the subject, for I certainly have no wish to 
detract from any regiment, but feel that the entire brigade and division did nobly. My loss was 2 men 
killed, 3 officers and 25 men wounded. We captured also 4 mules, 3 single harnesses, and many 
small-arms, which have been duly turned over.  

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,  
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HENRY R. MIZNER,  

Col. Fourteenth Michigan Infantry.  

Lieut. JOHN P. HOLLERS,  

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Gen.  

Source: Official Records PAGE 675-72 THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN. [CHAP. L. [Series I. Vol. 38. Part 
I, Reports. Serial No. 72.]  

**************************************************************************************  

Report of Lieut. Col. George W. Grummond, Fourteenth Michigan Infantry, of operations January 20-
March 23.  

HDQRS. FOURTEENTH MICHIGAN VET. VOL. INFTY,  

Near Goldsborough, N. C., March 25, 1865.  

CAPT.: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by my regiment in the 
campaign from Savannah, Ga., to this place:  

We left Savannah the morning of the 20th of January, 1865; marched to Sister's Ferry, Ga.; camped 
some three or four days, crossed the Savannah River into South Carolina; pushed on through South 
and North Carolina to Fayetteville, N. C. Nothing of unusual interest happened up to this point except 
the capturing by the enemy of twenty-four men (foragers).  

Crossed Cape Fear River on the evening of the 13th of March; received orders from Brig.-Gen. 
Vandever, commanding brigade, to push out on the Goldsborough road and picket the road; did so, 
driven one regiment of the rebel Gen. Wheeler's cavalry from their camp, killing 1 and capturing 1; 
established my line; remained there until relieved by regiment of First Division, then joined the 
brigade; marched next morning. On the morning of the 16th of March, being train guard, received 
orders from Brig.-Gen. Vandever to leave the train and push forward to the front; did so; arrived on 
the field and was ordered to cross a deep ravine and form on the other side, my right resting on the 
ravine, to throw out a skirmish line covering my regiment, and advance and feel the enemy; did so; 
found him strongly posted behind works, drove his skirmishers in, and advanced my line to within fifty 
yards of his works; the fire of the enemy here was quite severe, and my loss was 22 killed and 
wounded, 2 officers. I here rested and threw up temporary breast-works; reported to Gen. Vandever; 
received orders from him to hold my position, which I did; was ordered to withdraw after dark, leaving 
a skirmish line out, to cross the ravine and join the brigade in camp near by; accomplished it without 
trouble; drew in my skirmishers next morning, the enemy having evacuated during the night; marched 
immediate after.  

Received orders from Brig.-Gen. Vandever about 12 o'clock on the 19th of March to push forward to 
the front. Our troops being then lively engaged with the enemy on the left, was placed in position on 
the extreme right, threw up strong breast-works immediately. The Sixteenth Illinois was on my left, 
Tenth Michigan in my rear, and Seventy-eighth Illinois, Second Brigade, in my front. About 4 o'clock 
the enemy's fire advanced rapidly to your right. The indications were plain that they were about to 
charge directly in my front. Lieut.-Col. Vernon, Seventy-eighth Illinois, sent me word that he was 
nearly out of ammunition and did not think he could hold his position. I sent him word if he to fall back 
to pass clear of me to the rear and not stop in my works, as it would only interfere with my 
movements. He was soon driven in. I had previously cautioned my officers and men not to fire a shot 
until I gave the command.  

The enemy advanced steadily, firing rapidly until within thirty yards before I opened on them. I then 
gave the command. The men rose steadily as one man and poured into the enemy the most terrific 
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fire I ever listened to; nothing could withstand it. I keep up this fire for about seven or eight minutes. I 
then felt the time had come for me to charge. I gave the command to "cover the works and charge for 
them." We were on to them before they had recovered from the shock of my fire, and captured about 
125 unhurt and 38 wounded. I afterward had [the wounded] carried to the rear. About 70 dead lay in 
the field.  

Among the captured were about 30 officers. One colonel commanding brigade was mortally wounded 
and died on the field. One general officer was taken, but I think escaped from the guard in the swamp 
going to the rear. I also captured the flag of the Fortieth North Carolina. Soon after this I heard firing 
directly in my rear. I concluded there was trouble there and I immediately gathered my men together 
and fell back to my works.  

I then discovered the enemy had broken through some part of the line farther to the left and was 
occupying the works in my rear first occupied by the Tenth Michigan, and had planted their colors on 
the works. I immediately opened a severe fire on them and five minutes after charged the works, 
carrying them, capturing about 100 prisoners, a number of officers, and the flag of the Fifty-fourth 
Virginia.  

I gathered up the prisoners, sent them to the rear, and finding the rear cleared of the enemy returned 
to my works and threw out a strong skirmish line of five companies, two from the Sixteenth Illinois and 
three from my own regiment.  

In this day's fight my loss was 28 killed, wounded, and missing--5 killed, 19 enlisted men wounded, 
and 3 commissioned offices and 1 enlisted man missing.  

The next morning, hearing heavy chopping by the enemy, showing that they were strengthening their 
works, I pressed my skirmish line to within twenty yards of their works and kept a severe fire on them, 
preventing their chopping or showing their heads above the works. About 10 o'clock I discovered they 
were moving rapidly to their right, evidently leaving. I immediately reported the fact to Brig.-Gen. 
Vandeveer, and that I was certain I could take the works. He then gave me the order to take the 
Sixteenth Illinois and my own regiment and charge the works. I did so, immediately carrying them 
without firing a shot, the enemy running before me. I pushed a strong skirmish line rapidly ahead and 
followed it up by the two regiments for the purpose of capturing prisoners, of which I succeeded in 
capturing 100. Supposing, as we were inside their works for nearly half a mile, that they had left 
altogether these works, I pushed the line pretty close to the farther end of the works, when I 
discovered they had turned that end of their works and were too strongly posted for me to dislodge 
them, and at the same time a brigade opened on me from near a house on my left and a battery of 
four guns. This necessitated my falling back a short distance, which was accomplished, and I took up 
a strong position and put up works, keeping my skirmish line within about fifty yards of their works, 
which was held until they evacuated.  

In this day's fight my loss was 1 commissioned officer wounded, 2 enlisted men wounded, and 4 
missing. The next day the enemy's skirmishers kept up a brisk fire, doing but little damage. I lost one 
man wounded. At night I was ordered to my position in the brigade; the next morning marched for 
Goldsborough; arrived at the present camp in the evening of the next day.  

I cannot speak too highly of the behavior of officers and men; it is impossible to particularize. All did 
nobly. For the brave dead it is enough for me to say they died with their faces to the enemy.  

Total loss in the campaign, 6 commissioned officers and 95 enlisted men; total, 101.  

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,  

G. W. GRUMMOND,  

Lieut. Col., Cmdg. Fourteenth Michigan Vet. Vol. Infantry.  
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Capt. JOHN P. HOLLERS,  

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 1st Brig., 2d Div., 14th Army Corps.  

-----  

HDQRS. FOURTEENTH MICHIGAN VET. VOL. INFANTRY,  

Near Goldsborough, N. C., March 25, 1865.  

CAPT.: Omitting in my report the number of arms and accouterments captured by my regiment in the 
battle of the 19th instant, I herewith forward the required report: 500 stand of arms and 200 sets of 
accouterments.  

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,  

G. W. GRUMMOND,  

Lieut. Col. Fourteenth Michigan Vet. Infantry, Cmdg. Regt.  

--------------------------------------------  

Report of Capt. J. Walter Myers, Fourteenth Michigan Infantry, of operations March 20.  

HDQRS. FOURTEENTH MICHIGAN VET. VOL. INFANTRY,  

Near Goldsborough, N. C., March 28, 1864. 

 Capt. JOHN P. HOLLERS,  

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Gen., First Brigade:  

CAPT.: I enclose herewith the report of Capt. Myers, who commanded the skirmish line on the 20th, 
for the information of the general commanding.  

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,  

G. W. GRUMMOND,  

Lieut.-Col., Cmdg. Regt.  

ADJUTANT: I have the honor to report the following as the part which I took in the engagement on 
the 20th instant: About 9 a. m. I received orders from Lieut. Col. George W. Grummond to move my 
company out and strengthen the skirmish line in our front. I complied with the orders as promptly as 
possible, throwing my men in along the line from right to left. I then passed along the entire length of 
the line and found three companies of the Fourteenth Michigan Veteran Infantry, my company (D) 
making the fourth. I had finished my inspection of the line and returned to the center of the same 
when I received further orders from Lieut. Col. George W. Grummond to advance and, if possible, 
secure a position from which I could command the rebel works, and prevent him from erecting a new 
line or strengthening those already occupied, which was indicated by heavy chopping on his left. I 
moved forward as rapidly as possible and gained a position from which I could command a fine view 
of the enemy in their works. I immediately gave orders to keep up a brisk fire on their main line, and in 
a few moments they were compelled to abandon their work and seek shelter behind their 
intrenchments.  

Lieut. Cornelius Losey, commanding Company I, now reported to me with orders to relieve Company 
C. I ordered him to throw his men into line, at the same time ordering Lieut. Simonds to draw off his 
company and report back to the rear.  

I had occupied this position about half an hour when I received orders from Lieut. Col. George W. 
Grummond to advance immediately; that he was coming with two regiments, the Fourteenth Michigan 
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and Sixteenth Illinois, to take the line of works in my front. Some five or ten minutes previous to 
receiving this last order I had noticed that the firing in my front had ceased almost entirely, and that 
the enemy were moving rapidly to their right, and I sent word to that effect to Lieut.-Col. Grummond. I 
moved my line forward as rapidly as possible and reached the works in time to see a few straggling 
rebels disappear in the woods and swamps. I moved over the works and advanced into the woods 
about 300 yards and halted, awaiting further orders. I was soon directed to swing my line around to 
the left and move in rapidly with my left resting on the works recently occupied by the enemy, with my 
right thrown back to protect my flank. I had moved in this direction about one-fourth of a mile, and 
struck the Goldsborough Road, where light skirmishing commenced, and as I advanced increased 
rapidly until it extended along my entire line. About this time the enemy opened upon us with a battery 
of three guns, firing very rapidly and somewhat checking our advance. I ordered a halt and directed 
the men to cover themselves from the enemy's fire, as well as they could, which was at that time very 
severe. I turned back and met Lieut.-Col. Grummond a few rods in advance of the main line, who 
directed me to move forward as rapidly as I could, adding that we could take the battery. I 
immediately returned and ordered my line forward on double quick, and in a very short time the 
skirmishers were upon the rebel works, and as the support now came up and engaged the enemy 
heavily many of my skirmishers leaped over their defenses, seizing the battery horses and 
demanding the surrender of the battery.  

Having no support at hand and a strong line of rebel infantry advancing upon us to re-enforce their 
defeated comrades, we were compelled to retire somewhat in confusion; however, not without 
securing quite a large number of prisoners.  

I lost from the four companies on the line 1 commissioned officer wounded, 1 enlisted man killed, 12 
wounded and 1 missing.  

All of which is respectfully submitted.  

J. WALTER MYERS,  

Capt., Fourteenth Mich. Vet. Infty., Cmdg. the Skirmish Line.  

Second Lieut. GEORGE W. C. SMITH,  

Acting Adjutant Fourteenth Regt. Michigan Vet. Infty.  

Source: Official Records CHAP. LIX.] THE CAMPAIGN OF THE CAROLINAS. PAGE 503-98 [Series 
I. Vol. 47. Part I, Reports. Serial No. 98.] 
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