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1st Model Merrill Carbine 
The First Model Merrill cavalry carbine has a brass butt plate; patch box; trigger guard; and one barrel 

band. It has a sharply tapered stock tip; a flat knurled latch to secure the lever of the breechloading 

mechanism so when pulled to the rear, it draws back a plunger to admit a new .54 caliber cartridge, 

and then pushes it into place locking closed behind the carbine’s rear sight. The cartridge is then ignited 

using a standard percussion cap primer. This gun is clearly numbered 7574 on the lock plate behind 

the hammer and on the sliding breech tang, and this number falls within the range of guns issued to 

Kentucky Cavalry units. In fact, it falls between two known Kentucky issued guns. 

7562     063063 CO L 2ND KY VOL CAV 

7575     012265 CO B 1ST KY VOL CAV 
 

The Carbine has a 22 1/8” long round barrel that shows light gray and brown patina over its length, but 

no original case colors or bluing. Its bore is bright with strong rifling; the loading mechanism correctly 

functions; the nipple is original, and the lock holds in both half & full cocked positions; and the double-

leaf rear sight is complete. The top flat of the breech lever is marked with “J.H. MERRILL BALTO. / 

PAT. JULY 1858” and on the iron lock plate forward of the hammer is the three-line address of “J.H. 

MERRILL BALTO. / PAT. JULY 1858 / APL. 9 MAY 21-28-61”.Also, the dark walnut stock is 100 % 

original with no visible cartouche with expected dings and bumps consistent with age and use in 

combat. The sling bar is complete with its carry ring and is tight to the stock flat, and the patina on the 

patch box; trigger guard; butt plate; and barrel band all match with all original screws. 

On the patch box is scratched information for two Kentucky soldiers: Private Henry Hassa & Private 

Thomas Davis. The first scratching is “H HasS” by the hinge side and “H HasSa” by the end of the 

brass door. These marks are lighter and more worn then the second set, which is a good indication the 

carbine was first carried to Private Hassa. The second scratching is “T. Davis” over “Co B 2 KY” and 

it is deeper and partially on top of the first.  
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Henry Hassa 
 

Residence was not listed; 
Enlisted on 9/12/1861 at Muldrough's Hill, KY 

as a Private. 
 

On 9/12/1861 he mustered into  
"B" Co. KY 2nd Cavalry  

 

He was discharged on 6/10/1865 at  
Camp Chase, OH 
He was listed as: 

 
  Exchanged (date and place not stated) 
  POW 10/04/1862 Bardstown, KY 
  POW 09/10/64 Campbellton, GA 
  Wounded 09/10/64 Atlanta Campaign, GA 
  Prisoner Andersonville, GA 
  Paroled Jacksonville, FL Apr 28/65 

Thomas Davis 
 

Residence was not listed; 
Enlisted on 8/27/1861 at Muldrough's Hill, KY  

as a Private. 
 

On 9/9/1861 he mustered into  
"B" Co. KY 2nd Cavalry 

 

He was discharged on 5/29/1865 at  
Lexington, KY 
He was listed as: 

 
  Absent on furlough Mar & Apr 1862 
  Deserted May 5 1862 at Savannah, Tenn 
  Rejoined from desertion, May & Jun 1862  
  Absent in Cleves OH without leave – Aug 18, 62 
  Detached at Nashville for Horses Feb 27/64 
  Thrown for horse at Tunnel Hill, GA  

 
It is not known when Private Hassa was issued this Merrill carbine. He may have received one at his 
initial enlistment in 1861, but most likely lost it when captured at Bardstown on October 4, 1862, and 
reissued a second gun when he rejoined the unit. He would later reenlist as a Veteran in 1864 and 
would be wounded and captured during the Atlanta campaign. At some point, his Merrill carbine was 
issued to Private Davis who scratch his name and unit information over Hassa’s name. 
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MERRILL CARBINE  
1ST MODEL 
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2ND KENTUCKY CAVALRY REGIMENT 
The 2nd Kentucky Cavalry Regiment was a cavalry regiment that served in the Union Army during 

the American Civil War, and the Regiment was organized at Camp Joe Holt and Muldraugh's Hill, 

Kentucky and mustered in for a three-year enlistment on September 9, 1861, under the command 

of Colonel Buckner Board. 

The regiment was attached to Rousseau's Brigade, McCook's Command, Army of the Ohio, October 1861 to 
December 1861. 2nd Division, Army of the Ohio, to September 1862. Unattached Cavalry, I Corps, Army of the 
Ohio, to November 1862. Cavalry, 1st Division, Center, XIV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to January 1863. 
2nd Brigade, 2nd Cavalry Division, Army of the Cumberland, to April 1864. 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, Cavalry 
Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to October 1864. 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, Cavalry Corps, Military Division 
Mississippi, to November 1864. 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, Cavalry Corps, Military Division Mississippi, to July 
1865. 

The 2nd Kentucky Cavalry mustered out of service at Camp Joe Holt beginning on July 9, 1865, and ending on 
July 27, 1865. 

2nd Kentucky Cavalry Regiment 

Active September 9, 1861 – July 27, 

1865 

Country 
United States 

Allegiance Union 

Branch Cavalry 

Engagements Battle of Shiloh 

Siege of Corinth 

Battle of Perryville 

Battle of Stones River 

Tullahoma Campaign 

Battle of Chickamauga 

Atlanta Campaign 

Battle of Resaca 

Siege of Atlanta 

Battle of Jonesboro 

Sherman's March to the Sea 

Siege of Savannah 

Carolinas Campaign 

Battle of Bentonville 
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2ND KENTUCKY CAVALRY REGIMENT 

SERVICE 

At Bacon Creek and Green River, Kentucky, until February 1862. March to Nashville, Tennessee, February 
10–25, then to Savannah, Tennessee, March 31-April 7. Battle of Shiloh, April 7–8. Advance on and siege of 
Corinth, Mississippi, April 29-May 30. Duty at Corinth until June 10. Buell's Campaign in northern Alabama and 
middle Tennessee June to August. March to Louisville, Kentucky, in pursuit of Bragg August 21-September 26. 
Woodburn, Kentucky, September 10. Pursuit of Bragg into Kentucky October 1–22. Near Bardstown October 
4. Battle of Perryville October 8. Pursuit to London October 10–22. Bloomfield October 18. March to Nashville, 
Tennessee, October 22-November 7. Duty there until December 26. Nolensville December 20. Advance on 
Murfreesboro December 26–30. Battle of Stones River December 30–31, 1862 and January 1–3, 1863. At 
Murfreesboro until June. Expedition to McMinnville April 20–30. Wartrace Road June 13. Tullahoma Campaign 
June 24-July 7. Near Hillsborough June 29. Tullahoma July 1. Bob's Cross Roads July 1. Moore's Ford and 
Rock Creek Ford, Elk River, July 2. Boiling Fork, near Winchester, July 3. Expedition to Huntsville July 13–22. 
Passage of Cumberland Mountains and Tennessee River, and Chickamauga Campaign August 16-September 
22. Alpine, Georgia, September 3 and 8. Reconnaissance toward LaFayette September 10. Neal's Gap 
September 17. Battle of Chickamauga September 19–21. Near Philadelphia September 27. Operations against 
Wheeler and Roddy September 30-October 17. Pitt's Cross Roads, Sequatchie Valley, October 2. Hill's Gap, 
Thompson's Cove, October 3. Murfreesboro Road, near McMinnville, October 4. McMinnville October 4. 
Farmington October 7. Sim's Farm, near Shelbyville, October 7. Lookout Mountain November 24 
(detachment). Missionary Ridge November 25 (detachment). March to relief of Knoxville November 28-
December 8. At Bridgeport, Ala., until May 1864. Scouts to Caperton's Ferry March 28 (detachment). Atlanta 
Campaign May to September. Near Resaca May 13. Battle of Resaca May 14–15. Kingston May 24. Dalton 
May 27. Rousseau's Opelika Raid from Decatur on West Point & Montgomery Railroad July 10–22. Ten Island 
Ford, Coosa River, July 14. Siege of Atlanta July 22-August 25. McCook's Raid on Atlanta and West Point and 
Macon & Western Railroad July 27–31. Lovejoy's Station and Smith's Cross Roads July 29. Clear Creek and 
near Newman's July 30. Kilpatrick's Raid around Atlanta August 18–22. Camp Creek August 18. Jonesboro 
August 19. Lovejoy's Station August 20. Flank movement on Jonesboro August 25–30. Flint River Station 
August 30. Battle of Jonesboro August 31-September 1. Lovejoy's Station September 2–6. Operations against 
Hood September 29-November 3. Camp Creek September 30. Sweetwater and Noyes Creek, near Powder 
Springs, October 1–3. Van Wert October 9–10. Marietta November 6. March to the sea November 15-
December 10. Lovejoy's Station November 16. Griswoldsville November 22. Sylvan Grove and near 
Waynesboro November 27. Waynesboro November 27–28. Near Waynesboro November 28. Near Louisville 
November 30. Millen or Shady Grove December 1. Waynesboro December 4. Siege of Savannah December 
10–21. Campaign of the Carolinas January to April 1865. Blackville, South Carolina, February 7. Williston 
February 8. Johnson's Station February 10. Phillips Cross Roads, North Carolina, March 4. Monroe's Cross 
Roads March 8. Averysboro, Taylor's Hole Creek, North Carolina, March 16. Battle of Bentonville March 19–
21. Occupation of Raleigh and Moresville April 13. Chapel Hill April 15. Bennett's House April 26. Surrender of 
Johnston and his army. Duty at Mt. Olive, Lexington, and Durham, North Carolina, until July. Mustered out at 
Camp Joe Holt, Kentucky, July 9–27, 1865. 

The regiment lost a total of 179 men during service; 5 officers and 51 enlisted men killed or mortally 
wounded, 1 officer and 122 enlisted men died of disease. 
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SECOND CAVALRY 
KENTUCKY 

(3-YEARS) 
Second Cavalry. -- Cols., Buckner Board, Thomas P. Nicholas; Lieut.- Cols., Thomas B. Cochran, 
Elijah S. Watts, William H. Eifort, Owen Starr, Majs., Henry E. Collins, Jesse J.  
Craddock, Joseph T. Foreman, Robert M. Gilmore, William H. Lower. 
 
This regiment was mustered into service Sept. 9, 1861, at Camp Jo. Holt, Ind., and at once took the 
field, where it remained on constant active duty, always at the front for almost full four years. 
 
Some weeks were spent at Muldraugh's Hill, guarding the trestles on the Louisville & Nashville 
railroad south of Colesburg, and in the advance to Elizabethtown, Camp Nevin and Camp Wood.  In 
February and March, 1862, it was employed in scouting and on guard duty along the railroad, being 
assigned to McCook's division of Buell's army. 
 
The regiment accompanied Buell from Nashville to Pittsburg landing, took part in the second day's 
battle of Shiloh and followed in pursuit of the Confederates to Corinth.  When Buell's army entered 
upon its march to Kentucky, the regiment moved with it, being engaged in scouting, reconnoitering, 
and skirmishing with the enemy. 
 
It led the way from Louisville out the Bardstown pike and soon began skirmishing with the enemy's 
cavalry.  One of these skirmishes was at Hay's spring, 10 miles from Louisville, and another at Mt. 
Washington.  On the march to Perryville, it had several encounters.  Near Bardstown in a charge 
upon the enemy it suffered in killed and wounded, and in a counter charge Maj. Watts, Capt. 
Bateman and Lieut. Arthur were captured. 
 
Reaching Perryville, it participated in that battle and its services are honorably mentioned in the 
reports, particularly those of Gens. McCook and Rousseau.  From Perryville the regiment engaged in 
the pursuit of Bragg, scouting and skirmishing.  It then marched to Nashville, performing guard duty 
on the way.  It was severely engaged at the battle of Murfreesboro, and suffered serious losses. 
 
In the months following it was constantly at the front, moving from place to place in Tennessee and 
Alabama.  In Gen. Crook's report of the operation of his cavalry division during the month of Sept., 
1863, his force at Crawfish springs, he says, consisted of Col. Eli Long's brigade only, and in the 
severe fight which occurred he states the loss of the 2nd Ky. cavalry at 11 killed and 50 wounded, 
among the latter being Adjt. Griffith, Lieut. E. B. Agers, Capt. Charles A. Zackary, and Lieut. B. P. 
Brooks. 
 
In Long's brigade, the regiment led the advance of Sherman's relieving column and approached 
Knoxville from the direction of Maryville.  After the siege was raised it returned and spent the winter at 
Bridgeport, Ala., Lieut.-Col. Watts being in command. 
 
At that place the regiment reenlisted and was assigned to Kilpatrick's division of Gen. Elliott's cavalry 
corps, organized for the opening of the Atlanta campaign of 1864.  It entered upon the first stages of 
that campaign, taking part in the advance to Rocky Face Ridge, Ringgold, Buzzard Roost,  
Taylor's Ridge and Dalton. 
 
It was then ordered to Nashville, where it reported to Gen. Rousseau.  With a force of cavalry, 
including the 2nd Ky., then commanded by Maj. Owen Starr, Rousseau proceeded to Decatur, Ala., 
and starting from there July 10, 1864, he traversed 300 miles in 9 days, going as far south as  
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Montgomery, destroying many miles of railroad, large military stores, and depots of supplies. 
 
He proceeded 100 miles south of Johnston's army and safely joined Sherman in Georgia.  With the 
cavalry the regiment led the way through to Savannah fighting and skirmishing at many  
points.  In Sherman's march across the Carolinas, it was engaged in many encounters, notably at 
Sister's ferry, Bentonville and Averasboro. 
 
On July 17, 1865, four years from the time it had first organized at Camp Jo. Holt, the regiment was 
mustered out at Lexington, N. C. 
 
Source:  The Union Army, vol. 4, p. 345 
 
********************************************************************************** 
 
Report of Lieut. Carneal Nall, Second Kentucky Cavalry, of operations August 26--September 8. 
 
HDQRS. DETACHMENT SECOND KENTUCKY CAVALRY, Mount Zion Church, Ga., September 9, 
1864. COL.: I have the honor to make the following report of the action taken by a detachment of the 
Second Kentucky Cavalry, beginning August 26, to date: 
 
In obedience to orders received from headquarters Second Brigade, Third Cavalry Division, all 
mounted men of this regiment, forty in number, were in readiness to march at 11.45 p. m. August 26, 
and moved out of camp on the ------- road, as advance guard of the column. The brigade going into 
camp, this detachment was ordered to picket the road, and occupied a position about half a mile 
south of Camp Creek. About 7 a. m. August 27 moved with the brigade to cross-roads, and were 
placed on picket during the day; were camped about 5 p. m., being allowed to unsaddle, and sleep 
until 3.30 a. m. August 28, when we were ordered to saddle and stand to horse until daylight. About 7 
a. m. moved with the brigade to the Atlanta and West Point Railroad, where we were placed in 
position to support a battery, and so remained till 12 m., when, the Seventeenth Army Corps coming 
up, moved with the brigade to a position on the right flank and assisted in building some barricades. 
About 7 p. m. were placed in camp, and remained until 3.30 a. m. August 29, when we were formed 
in line and remained so until 6 a. m., then being ordered to send for forage. About 9 a. m. moved with 
the brigade on Fayetteville Road to a position some two miles south of the railroad, where we 
remained during the day. Returning to the north side of the railroad about 6 p. m., the detachment 
was dismounted and ordered to occupy some barricades. Remained in them until 7 a. m. August 30, 
when we were relieved by the Tenth Ohio Cavalry, and returned to camp to get breakfast. About 9 
a.m. moved with the brigade on the Jonesborough Road, and the advance becoming engaged, were 
ordered in position to support the battery; when the enemy had been driven back, moved with the 
brigade to Flint River, and went into camp on the north side. At 1 a. m. August 31 were ordered to 
report to Gen. Howard, and placed on picket, by an officer of his staff, on the east side of the 
Jonesborough Road. Were relieved at 11 a. m., and ordered to report to the brigade, which, was then 
at ------- bridge. Joined them about 1 p. m., and were ordered to dismount the men and take them to 
the south side of Flint River, where we were formed on the right of the Eighth Indiana, and assisted in 
building some barricades. Were attacked by a heavy force of the enemy, and Capt. Park, 
commanding the detachment, being wounded, I assumed command, and fell back with the brigade to 
some barricades in the rear of first position, where we remained until our ammunition was expended, 
when we retired to the north side of Flint River. In the rear of Col. Murray's brigade, I obtained my led 
horses, and moved to the rear with the brigade, forming several times in the road and getting a supply 
of ammunition. 
About dark retired to the Jonesborough Road, and was ordered to camp, obtaining some forage and 
three days' rations. The command being reduced on account of horses having become 
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unserviceable, I obtained permission to act as a company of the Eighth Indiana, and from this date 
received orders from the commander of that regiment. 
 
September 1, about 7 a. m. moved with the regiment to bridge, and occupied some breast-works on 
the north side of Flint River until about 5 p. m., when, the command being relieved by the 
Seventeenth Army Corps, moved with the regiment to a position about one mile and a half north of 
Flint River and went into camp, where I remained until 7 a. m. September 2, when I moved with the 
regiment on the Fayetteville road to Glass' Bridge, where I was ordered to support a piece of artillery 
on the right flank of our line. In this position I remained until dark, when I was ordered back to the 
regiment, and went into camp. At 7 a. m. September 3 the regiment was ordered to relieve the 
Ninety-second Illinois, which was guarding Glass' Bridge. After taking my command to the river and 
remaining there a short time, I was ordered to mount and cross the river to re-enforce a picket-post. 
Remained on picket until 3 p. m., when I was ordered to accompany a staff officer of Gen. Kilpatrick 
to the right flank of our infantry. Found the infantry about two miles from the river, and, going back to 
report, met the brigade coming up, and joined the regiment, returning to a position on the right of the 
infantry, going into camp, and building some barricades. Remained in this position until September 5, 
about 10 p. m., when I moved with the regiment to bridge, where I went into camp. September 6, 
moved with the regiment some two miles in the direction of Atlanta, and built some barricades, and 
remained camped here all day. September 7, moved with the regiment in the direction of the West 
Point Road, making several halts during the day, and camped on the West Point railroad at night. 
September 8, moved with the regiment to our present camp. 
 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
 
CARNEAL NALL, 
First Lieut., Second Kentucky Cav., Comdg. Detachment. 
  
[Lieut. Col. F. A. JONES, 
Cmdg. Second Brigade.] 
 
Source:  Official Records 
PAGE 884-73   THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN.   [CHAP. L. 
[Series I. Vol. 38. Part II, Reports. Serial No. 73.] 
************************************************************************************** 
Reports of Capts. Joseph T. Forman and Robert M. Gillmore, Second Kentucky Cavalry. 
 
HDQRS. SECOND KENTUCKY CAVALRY, King's Brigade, Ga., December 21, 1864. 
  
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the movements and actions of my regiment 
from the 14th of November to December 6: 
 
November 14, moved with the brigade from Marietta, Ga., in the direction of Atlanta, my regiment 
moving in rear of the brigade. November 15, the brigade moved in the direction of Jonesborough, my 
command being left with the Ninth Pennsylvania in rear to protect the train. November 16, the First 
Brigade, having the advance, came in contact with a body of rebel at Lovejoy's Station on the West 
Point railroad. Here my regiment was ordered to support a section of artillery. Afterward I was ordered 
with my command to move forward at double-quick to support the Third Kentucky, which in the 
meantime had charged the rebels, capturing their artillery and chasing them some four 
or five miles. My regiment then took the advance, skirmishing with the rebels as far as Bear Creek 
Station, where it was ordered to halt, rest our horses, and let the Second Brigade take the advance. 
November 17, moved on the Jackson Road without meeting with any resistance. November 18, 
moved in advance of the brigade with my command in the direction of Ocmulgee River. November 
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19, crossed Ocmulgee River at Ocmulgee Mills, where I received orders to take my regiment and 
guard the division trail through to Milledgeville. Arriving there on the 24th received orders to join the 
brigade, which moved in the direction of Sparta, camping some eight miles from road to Ogeechee 
Shoals on Ogeechee River, at which place my advance guard surprised a party of rebels, capturing 
eight of them, also twelve valuable horses, which were acceptable about that time. We remained at 
that place during the night. 
 
November 26, my regiment was left in the rear of the command for the purpose of burning the river, 
also a large factory and mil. We then moved on the road to Augusta, meeting no enemy. That might 
my command, with the Eighth Indiana, was left at the forks of the road for picket, and to hold that 
position during the night. At 12 o'clock we were attacked by a large body of cavalry, surprising our 
pickets and moving directly upon our camp. After being repulsed some four or five times they 
concluded to wait until daylight before making another advance. At that time, they attacked and were 
again repulsed. Finding that they could not move us from our position by attacking in front, they threw 
a heavy column on our flanks. While they were making this movement Col. Jones, who was in 
command, received orders to retire behind the barricades, which were built near brigade 
headquarters. He gave me orders to mount my regiment and from it across the road; after his 
command passed to bring up the rear. Before we got fully mounted and move out the enemy 
advanced, firing upon our led horses, causing some little confusion. I formed my command (after the 
Eighth Indiana had  passed), moved back by alternate platoons, at the same time checking the rebel 
advance until we arrived at the barricades, when they handsomely repulsed and driven off. During 
this engagement my loss was 1 man captured, 1 mortally and 2 slightly wounded, losing also several 
horses and equipments. November 27, we moved on the road to Waynesborough, leaving the 
Second Brigade to hold the enemy in check. Nothing transpired through the day, and we went into 
camp about two miles from Waynesborough, having passed through town. In accordance with orders, 
we built barricades for the purpose of holding the enemy in check during the night. They made 
several attempts through the night to drive us from our position, but were each time driven back. 
 
November 28, at daylight we took up our line of march on the road leading from Waynesborough to 
Louisville, the enemy following closely and persistently upon our rear, at the same time throwing 
heavy columns upon our flanks. After we had moved about five miles my regiment was ordered to 
build barricades, and remain there until the column could pass and bring up the rear, at the same 
time being supported by the Third Kentucky Cavalry. After the column had passed, the enemy up in 
front of the barricade. I opened a heavy fire upon them, driving them back in the road. They then 
commenced a heavy flank movement upon both flanks entirely secreted from us by a thick woods. 
Not being aware of this movement, I remained too long at the barricades. I then moved back across 
an open field, forming behind different barricades that were built in my rear, at the same time 
checking the rebel column, which was advancing in the road. Directly the enemy made their 
appearance upon both flanks and front, cutting off my rear from the command, and creating some 
confusion by firing upon us from every direction. It was impossible for me to get through without 
scattering my command, as there was a large swamp, and miserable road to move on. There was no 
place in the road for a mile where we could find open ground enough to from a line to check the 
enemy's advance. After we had cut through and came to where we could from, the easily rallied, 
formed, and the enemy driven back. In this engagement my loss was 2 commissioned officers and 14 
enlisted men. Lieut. Little was wounded and captured while gallantly doing his duty. I can also speak 
very highly of the conduct of Lieut. Adams during the engagement, who was also captured. As far as I 
can learn, out of the 14 enlisted men lost, 3 were killed and 1 wounded. After moving some little 
distance farther upon the road, our whole column was halted and formed in order of battle, and 
an immense barricade built. Here the enemy made a bold front, throwing his whole column forward 
upon us, when they were suddenly repulsed with heavy loss by our artillery and dismounted cavalry. 
They were thrown into confusion and driven entirely off. We camped that night about twelve miles 
from Louisville, the enemy concluding it would be bad policy in following any farther. November 29, 
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my command moved with the brigade, and encamped near Louisville. There we joined the infantry. 
November 30, remained in camp. 
 
December 1, moved off on the road leading from Louisville to Waynesborough; we soon again met 
the enemy in force on that road; they charged with heavy column upon our advance, but were 
repulsed. My regiment was not engaged the day. December 2, we moved in the direction of 
Waynesborough, driving the enemy before us. December 3, I was too unwell to remain in the saddle 
any longer, leaving the regiment in charge of Capt. Gillmore. The command moved along the railroad 
and went into camp four miles from Waynesborough. 
 
In conclusion it is necessary, and but just, that I should say something concerning the conduct of my 
regiment. Much praise is due the officers and men of my command for the manner in which they have 
conducted themselves on this weary and tedious campaign. I am not aware of single man, either 
officer or private soldier, who deserves any censure on my part, but they have at all times inspired me 
with a great deal of confidence by their readiness and willingness to obey my commands. Capt. R. M. 
Gillmore has prove himself to be a gallant and efficient officer, being ever present where duty called 
him. 
 
I regret exceedingly the loss of Lieut. W. C. Adams and Louis W. Little, lieutenant, and adjutant of the 
regiment, who were beneficial to me on every occasion where true bravery and good counsel were 
required. 
 
Sergeants Foley, Emery, Pepper, and Gillmore are worthy the praise due good soldiers, and I would 
recommend them for promotion. They have each been in command of a company since leaving 
Marietta. 
 
Yours, very respectfully, &c., 
 
J. T. FORMAN, 
Capt., Cmdg. Regt. 
 
December 4, I took command of the regiment, as Capt. Forman was unable longer to do duty. We 
moved in the rear of the ambulance train toward Waynesborough. We had not gone very far, 
however, when the Second Brigade became engaged with Wheeler's forces. Our men, under the 
command of Col. Atkins, drove them from one position to another, until we reached a point on the 
railroad about one mile from town, when the First Brigade relieved the Second Brigade and took the 
advance. The rebels fought with determination, and it was difficult to drive them from the position they 
had here taken. After the Third Kentucky had driven them from behind their barricades I was ordered 
to report to Col. Murray, commanding the brigade, who was at the time on the skirmish line. He 
ordered me to charge through town, which order I obeyed as near as I could. While charging, some 
officer without my knowledge halted two companies, which was half of my command, and sent them 
to the right. This left me with fifty or sixty men, which I did not discover until I came upon the enemy 
beyond town, where I halted and formed a line. We remained here for a few hours, and marched on 
the road to Savannah some six or seven miles, and went into camp. My loss in this engagement was 
2 men wounded and 5 horses killed. December 5, moved with the brigade in a southeastern direction 
and encamped. December 6, the division separated; our brigade taking the right-hand road and 
passing through the tow of Sylvania, we came up with the Twentieth Army Corps. December 7 and 8, 
moved with the brigade in the rear of Twentieth Army Corps. December 9, I took the regiment on a 
forage expedition and got lost from the brigade. December 10, I came up with the brigade on the road 
to Savannah and went into camp with it. December 11, moved with the brigade toward the extreme 
right of the army. December 12, we moved on as usual, nothing transpiring, and camped four or five 
miles from King's Bridge. December 13, I moved in the advance of the brigade and marched to 
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Midway Church and encamped. December 14, remained in camp. December 15, remained still in 
camp until 6 p. m., and we again marched a few miles, and went into camp. December 16, marched 
with the brigade to camp, where we now remain. 
 
Attached to this you will find a report of casualties*. 
 
Hoping this report will be satisfactory, 
 
I remain, very respectfully, yours, 
 
R. M. GILLMORE, 
Capt. Company E, Second Kentucky. 
 
Capt. JAMES BEGGS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-Gen. 
__________ 
* Statement (here omitted) shows 6 enlisted men wounded, 2 commissioned officers and 24 enlisted 
men missing, and 1 enlisted man died of disease. 
   
Source:  Official Records 
PAGE 376-92   OPERATIONS IN S. C., GA., AND FLA.   [CHAP. LVI. 
[Series I. Vol. 44. Serial No. 92.] 
************************************************************************************ 
Report of Maj. Owen Star, Second Kentucky Cavalry, of operations January 24-March 24. 
 
HDQRS. SECOND KENTUCKY CAVALRY, 
Mount Olive, N. C. March 25, 1865.  
CAPT.: I have the honor to submit the following report of the movements of and part taken by my 
regiment in the recent campaign through the Carolinas: 
 
On the 24th of January, 1865, I arrived and took command of the regiment. Found it under orders and 
everything in readiness for a campaign. January 28, the command moved, and after four days' hard 
marching through miserable swamps it arrived at Sister's Ferry, Ga., where we were obliged to 
remain several days to await the completion of a road across and the removal of torpedoes from an 
impassable swamp on the opposite side of the river. 
 
February 3, everything being in readiness, we crossed the river. Marching almost parallel to it we 
encamped at Robertsville, S. C. Found no enemy until we reached Blackville, and on the South 
Carolina Railroad, February 7, where I was ordered by Col. Jordan, commanding brigade, to charge 
the town, which I did. Found the enemy retreating in disorder. I followed up closely for three miles, 
capturing several men and horses, when I came upon a strong force in line. They seeing but a small 
force pursuing them, and no support in sight, began to flank, when I was compelled to retire. I 
reached the brigade, having lost but one man and three horses. The regiment then went into position 
with the brigade and barricaded, where we remained during the night. 
 
February 8, marched with the brigade along the railroad to Williston. 9th, encamped two miles from 
Windsor, on railroad. 10th, I marched with brigade in the direction of Aiken. Arrived at Johnson's 
Turnout and barricaded on the right of brigade. In the evening I was ordered to move to the left of 
Eighth Indiana and barricade. Remained in position here until the 13th, when we withdrew and 
encamped on the South Edisto River. Enemy did not follow up. 14th, crossed the river and marched 
on the Columbia Road for some distance, when we turned off and reached North Edisto River about 
dark.15th, crossed the river and reached Lexington, Court-House on the 16th. Found our infantry in 
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possession of it. 17th, crossed the Saluda River and marched in direction of Broad. 18th, arrived at 
Broad but had to await the construction of a pontoon. 19th, crossed the river and arrived at Monticello 
on the 20th. 22d, arrived at the Charlotte railroad and commenced its destruction. 24th, we reached 
and crossed the Catawba River and encamped nine miles from Lancaster Court-House. 25th, arrived 
at Lancaster Court-House where we remained until the 28th, when we again moved in the direction of 
Chesterfield Court-House. 
 
March 3, crossed the line into North Carolina. I was ordered to camp my regiment three-quarters of a 
mile in rear of brigade and barricade, facing to the rear. 4th, moved up on a line with the brigade and 
went  into position on the left, leaving pickets at my old barricade. About 11 o'clock they were 
[attacked] and driven from the barricade about 100 yards. In the evening moved with the brigade 
several miles and again barricaded. March 5, moved to Morven Post-Office and got supper and 
moved to Great Pedee River, where we awaited the construction of a pontoon until the night of the 
6th, when we crossed, reaching Rockingham on the 7th. 8th, spent the day in a swamp. 9th, same. 
10th, moved with brigade. 11th, arrived within three miles of Fayetteville and encamped. Remained 
there until the 15th, when we crossed the river; marched eight or ten miles, when I received orders to 
report my regiment to Gen. Atkins, commanding Second Brigade. He placed me on his extreme right; 
I barricaded; rebels did not disturb us during the night. 16th, moved out and found the enemy. Col. 
Jordan, commanding First Brigade, ordered me to support a section Tenth Wisconsin Battery, 
commanded by Lieut. Fowler, then heavily engaged with the enemy. I dismounted my regiment and 
barricaded, but soon received orders to move to the right and relieve the Eighth Indiana, which had 
been fighting for some time. I took my regiment in, dismounted, and after about two hours' hard 
fighting was relieved by two companies of ---. My loss in this engagement was 3 killed and 5 
wounded. We were then ordered still farther to the right, where we again found the enemy but as I 
had but little ammunition did but very little fighting. I was sent to the rear on that account. 
 
We remained in line until evening, when it was ascertained that the enemy had skedaddled; we 
marched a short distance and encamped. 17th and 18th, found no enemy. 19th, halted and fed. 
About noon heard heavy firing on the Goldsborough Road; reached the battle-field about 3 p.m. took 
up position on the extreme left of the brigade. 20th, moved out on a line with our infantry my regimen 
being in advance; I was ordered to feel for the enemy's lines, which I found without much trouble. 
Brigade having barricaded, I fell back and barricaded on their left. 21st, returned to my old position on 
the Goldsborough Road. About 5 o'clock in the afternoon received orders to move; marched about 
one mile. Col. Jordan ordered me to remain with my regiment and picket roads leading out from the 
rear; my pickets were attacked but not driven in. About 8 p.m. brigade returned, and I again fell into 
my old position. 22d, moved with the brigade. 24th, arrived at Mount Olive on the Wilmington railroad, 
where we are promised rest, my regiment occupying the Goldsborough Road. 
 
Report of effective force at commencement of campaign also a list of casualties and number of 
horses lost and gained during the campaign; Effective force, January 28, 1865, 124. Killed 3; 
wounded, 5; missing, 8; total, 16. Horses lost, 95; horses gained, 75. 
 
In conclusion I would say that the conduct of both officers and men of this command throughout the 
entire campaign is highly commendable. 
 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
 
OWEN STAR, 
Maj., Cmdg. Regt. 
  
[Capt. WARD, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brigade, Third Cavalry Division.] 
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PRIVATE HENRY HASSA 
MUSTER SHEET HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• Promoted to the rank of Corporal June 1/62 

• Taken prisoner with horse & equipment at Bardstown, KY. Oct 4 1862 

• Absent as paroled prisoner. Nov & Dec 1862 

• Reduced from rank of Corporal to Private May 1863 

• Detached as escort for Gen. Howard, Nov & Dec 1863 

• Discharged Mar 26, 1864 to date from Feb 8/64 reason of reenlistment 

• Home on Furlough – Veteran, March & April 1864 

• Wounded & Captured at Atlanta Ga 09/10/64 

• Captured at Campbelltown, GA 09/10/64. A Vet Vol. Same roll reported him present for duty 

• Confined at Andersonville GA no date giver,  

• Paroled at Jacksonville Fl Apr 28, 1865 
 

*************************************************** 

Civil War in Bardstown 
 

On October 4, 1862, Terry’s Texas Rangers, CSA, under the command of Col. John Wharton, were 
posted north of Bardstown at Fairgrounds crossroads on the Louisville Pike, to intercept units of 
Buell’s Union Army of the Ohio, moving south. Bragg’s CSA Army of Mississippi was withdrawing 
from Bardstown, moving east toward Harrodsburg. 

  

The Ranger’s rear-guard action found itself confronted with far superior numbers. Wharton ordered 
the Rangers into columns and gave the bugle command to charge. The bold action broke the Union 
lines, scattering the cavalry troopers and infantry into disarray. This was a victory for the Texas 
Rangers who fought next at Battle of Perryville.  

 
*************************************************** 
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HENRY HASSA - MUSTER SHEETS 
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PRIVATE THOMAS DAVIS 

MUSTER SHEET & PENSION HIGHLIGHTS 
• Absent on furlough Mar & Apr 1862 

• Deserted May 5 1862 at Savannah, Tenn 

• Rejoined from desertion, May & Jun 1862  

• Absent in Cleves OH without leave – Aug 18, 1862 

• Detached at Nashville for Horses Feb 27/64 

• Detached Service for Escort Detail for General O. O. Howard Spring, 64 

• Marched & made the attack on Resaca, GA. 

• Ordered to 5th KY Cavalry at Ringgold, GA 

• Thrown from his horse, Tunnel Hill, GA 

*************************************************** 
 

There is no indication in the muster sheet documenting when Private Davis received a Merrill carbine, 
but it does document he had a Whitney Revolver. He may have received it when Private Hassa was 
discharge and paid for his spurs and straps, then reenlisted as a Veteran. 
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THOMAS DAVIS - MUSTER SHEETS 
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THOMAS DAVIS – PENSION EXCERPTS  
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