
Andrew J. Keniston  
(Andrew J. Kenniston) 

Private 

"E" Co. Maine 12th Infantry 

 
Residence Fryeburg, ME; 30 years old. 

Enlisted on 11/15/1861 as a Private 
On 11/15/1861, he mustered into "E" Co. Maine 12th Infantry 

He was listed as: 
Prisoner of War 06/24/1863 Basin Boeuf (Bayou Boeuf), Louisiana  

Sick 10/20/1863 Carrollton, LA  
Wounded 9/19/1864 Winchester, VA (Severe wound in right leg, amputated)  

He died of wounds on 10/16/1864 
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Andrew J. Keniston 
 "VMM" cartridge box 

 
 

This is a rare "MAINE" leather cartridge box with an oval brass plate stamped with the initials VMM, 
which stands for the Volunteer Maine Militia.  
 
This Cartridge Box is all original and complete with the belt loops; both buckles; leather straps and 
brass finial; and the original leather thong which holds the VMM plate firm.  
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The VMM plate has a nice, even, aged brass patina with well-defined letters. 
 
 

 
 

 
Maine issued two forms of cartridge box plate following the U.S. pattern, but with the raised letters 
V.M.M. for Volunteer Militia of Maine, instead of U.S.  
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These came with standard iron loops on the reverse for attachment to the box flap with a leather 
thong, and are thought to have been issued to many of Maine’s early infantry regiments.  The plate 
has never been disturbed and is as originally attached. 
 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 
 

On the underside of the front flap is carved the name KENISTON. 
 

 
On the top of the box plate above the letters M are scratched the initials A J. 

 

A search of the Civil War Data base; the Nation Parks records; and FOLD3 found only one Maine 
soldier with this last name and initials: Private Andrew J. Keniston: "E" Co. Maine 12th Infantry. 
 

Private Andrew J. Keniston enlisted on 11/15/1861 as a Private and mustered into "E" 
Co. Maine 12th Infantry. He would be present for the Battle of Port Hudson and captured shortly 
thereafter and made a Prisoner of War on 06/24/1863 at Basin Boeuf (Bayou Boeuf), Louisiana. He 
was paroled and sent to New Orleans.  After a short hospital stay at Carrollton, LA, he rejoined his 
unit in time as the Twelfth Maine Regiment joined Sheridan's Shenandoah Valley Campaign and 
attached to the Army of the Shenandoah, Middle Military Division.  
 

At the Third Battle of Winchester (Opequan) on September 19th, 1864, Private Keniston was 
severely wound in right leg, which was amputated. He died of his wounds on October 16, 1864. 
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Twelfth Maine Regiment Infantry 
 

This Regiment was organized at Portland, Me., Nov. 16th, 1861, to serve three years, and left for 
Lowell, Mass., on the 24th, where after being encamped several weeks, it embarked on board the 
steamship Constitution, Jan. 2d, 1862, constituting a portion of Gen. Butler's New England Division, 
designed for the capture of New Orleans.  
 
On the 19th of Jan. they disembarked at Fortress Monroe, and on the 4th of Feb. proceeded on their 
voyage, arriving at Ship Island on the 12th. 
 
They remained at Ship Island until the 4th of May, then proceeded to New Orleans. On the 22d of 
June, they participated in the expedition to Manchac Pass, where they engaged the enemy, and 
suffered a loss of 14 killed and several wounded and taken prisoners. 
 
Subsequently they returned to New Orleans, where they remained until the 21st of Oct. On that day 
the regiment moved to Camp Parapet, and on the 19th, proceeded towards Baton Rouge, where they 
arrived on the 20th of Dec. During this march they were engaged in frequent skirmishes with the 
enemy, but met with few casualties. 
 
In the Spring of 1863, during the early stages of the campaign, towards the reduction of Port Hudson, 
they performed an important part, assisting in covering the successful naval movement under 
Farragut, which resulted in his passing the enemy's stronghold with his fleet and communicating with 
the fleet above. Returning to Baton Rouge, they formed a portion of the expedition under Gen. 
Grover, up Grand Lake, after which they participated in the Port Hudson campaign, losing 68 killed 
and wounded. 
 
On the 7th of July, immediately following the surrender of Port Hudson, they embarked for 
Donaldsonville, engaged the enemy at that place, and there remained about a month, when they 
returned to New Orleans. 
 
From thence they proceeded to Ship Island to protect that post from a threatened attack from Mobile, 
and there remained during the months of Aug. and Sept.; then returned to New Orleans, remaining 
until Jan. 3d, 1864, when they formed a part of an expedition to Madisonville, which they occupied 
until the 11th of March. 
 
On the 12th, two-thirds of the regiment re-enlisted as veterans, who, April 16th, were furloughed and 
came to Maine, the non-re-enlisting men remaining at New Orleans. 
 
The furloughed men arrived at Portland on the 27th of April, and re-assembled there on the 27th of 
May, when they left for New York, where they arrived on the 3d of June and sailed for New Orleans 
on the 8th. 
 
Immediately upon their arrival at New Orleans on the 16th, they were ordered to Carrolton and from 
thence on the 23d to Morganza, where they arrived on the following day. 
 
On the 3d of July they proceeded to Algiers, and on the 13th sailed for Fortress Monroe, where they 
arrived on the 20th. 
 
From thence they proceeded to City Point, where they were ordered to report to Gen. Butler at 
Bermuda Hundred. 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 
Disembarking on the 21st, they proceeded on the same night to Gen. Butler's position between 
Appomattox and the James Rivers, and there remained until the 28th, when they participated in the 
movement of the 2d Corps and Gen. Sheridan's command across the James River. 
 
On the 31st of July they were ordered to Washington, thence towards the Shenandoah Valley, and 
joined Gen. Sheridan's forces at Berryville on the 17th of August. 
 
On the following morning, they moved towards Harper's Ferry as far as Charlestown, and took 
position, remaining until the 21st, when they retreated to Hall Town. 
 
On the 3d of Sept. they proceeded up the valley and participated in the battle of Winchester on the 
19th, losing in the engagement, 2 commissioned officers killed and 6 wounded, 12 enlisted men 
killed, 78 wounded and 15 missing; then they joined in the pursuit of the enemy to Harrisburg, where 
they arrived on the 25th, and returned to Cedar Creek on the 10th of October. They bore an 
honorable part in the action at that place on the 19th, in which their casualties were as follows: 1 
commissioned officer and 6 enlisted men killed, 2 commissioned officers and 20 enlisted men 
wounded, 2 commissioned officers and 51 enlisted men missing. 
 
On the 20th of Oct. they moved to Strasburg, and shortly afterwards returned to their old position at 
Cedar Creek, where they remained until the 9th of Nov.; on that day, with their corps, they moved 
back to the northern bank of the Opequan. 
 
The regiment was mustered out of service at Portland, Me., Dec. 7th, 1864, the recruits and re-
enlisted men, however, remaining in the field and being organized into a battalion of four companies. 
This battalion was afterwards ordered to Savannah, Ga., where it was subsequently raised to a full 
regiment by the assignment of the 10th, 12th, 11th, 15th, 18th and 16th Companies of Unassigned 
Infantry, organized at Augusta, Me., in February and March, 1865, to serve one, two and three years, 
and which were assigned as Companies E, F, G, H, I and K, respectively. 
 
These Companies were mustered out at the expiration of their term of service in February and March, 
1866, the two and three years men, together with the battalion of veterans, remaining on duty at 
Savannah, Ga., until the 18th of April, 1866, when the whole battalion was mustered out of the U. S. 
service at that place, by Lieut. J. Hartwell Butler, Commissary of Musters, Department of Georgia, 
under the provisions of War Department General Order No. 94, series of 1865, and in pursuance of 
Special Order No. 71, dated Head Quarters Military Division of the Tennessee, April 10th, 1866. Then 
then took transports for New York, where the men were paid and finally discharged. 
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12th Maine Infantry Regiment 
The 12th Maine Infantry Regiment lost 3 officers and 49 enlisted men killed or mortally wounded and 
2 officers and 237 enlisted men to disease during the Civil War. 

1861 

November 16 The 12th Maine Infantry Regiment was organized at Portland and mustered in. 

November 24 The regiment left Maine for Lowell, Mass. 

December 30 Continued to Boston 

1862 

January 2 Embarked on Steamer Constitution for Ship Island, Mississippi. 

February 12 Arrived Ship Island. Attached to Butler’s Expeditionary Corps. 

March Attached to 3rd Brigade, Dept. of the Gulf 

May 4 Moved to New Orleans and duty at U.S. Mint 

June 16-20 Expedition to Pass Manchac 

June 17 Pass Manchac 

September 13-
18 

Expedition to Ponchatoula (Companies C, D & F) 

September 15 Pouchatoula 

October 21 Moved to Camp Parapet 

November 19 Moved to Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Attached to Grover’s Division, Baton Rouge, 
La., Dept. Gulf 

1863 

January Attached to 2nd Brigade, 4th Division, 19th Corps, Department of the Gulf 

February Attached to 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 19th Corps, Department of the Gulf 

March 7-27 Operations against Port Hudson 

April 9-May 14 Moved to Donaldsonville. Operations in Western Louisiana 

April 11-20 Teche Campaign 

April 13 Porter’s and McWilliams’ Plantation at Indian Head 

April 14 Irish Bend 

April 18 Destruction of salt works at New Iberia 
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April 20-May 20 Advance to the Red River 

May 21-24 Advance on Port Hudson 

May 24-July 8 Siege of Port Hudson 

May 27 Assault on Port Hudson 

June 14 Second Assault on Port Hudson 

June 20 Thibodeaux (Detachment) 

July 9 Surrender of Port Hudson 

July 13 Donaldsville 

August 12 Moved to New Orleans, then to Ship Island, Mississippi. 

October At Camp Parapet 

1864 

January 3-7 Expedition to Madisonville (Companies B, F, K) 

January 7 Capture of Madisonville 

March 11 Ordered to New Orleans 

April to June 16 Veterans on furlough in Maine, Non-Veterans remained at Camp Parapet 

May 27 Veterans returned from Portland to New Orleans 

June 16 Regiment moved to Morganza, La. 

July 3 Moved to Algiers 

July 13-20 To Fort Monroe, Virginia. 

July 21 To Bermuda Hundred, Virginia. 

July 21-25 Duty in trenches. 

July 27-29 Demonstration on north side of James River 

July 27-28 Deep Bottom 

July 31 Moved to Washington, D.C. 

August 2 To Taneytown, Maryland. 

August 7-
November 28 

Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign 
Attached to Army of the Shenandoah, Middle Military Division, 19th corps, 2nd 
Division, 1st Brigade 
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September 3-4 Berryville 

September 19 Third Battle of Winchester (Opequan) 

September 22 Fisher’s Hill 

October 19 Battle of Cedar Creek 

October 20 Duty at Cedar Creek 

November 9 At Opequan 

November 19 Non-Veterans left front. Veterans were consolidated to a Battalion of four 
Companies. 

December 7 Non-Veterans mustered out 

1865 

January Ordered to Savannah, Georgia and attached to District of Savannah, Georgia, 
Department of the South 

February – 
March 

Six new Companies were organized for one years’ service and assigned as E, F, 
G, H, I, K. 

March Attached to 1st Brigade. 1st Division, 10th Army Corps, Army of the Ohio 

1866 

February – 
March 

Companies E, F, G, H, I & K mustered out 

April 18 The remainder of the 12th Maine Infantry Regiment mustered out 

  
 
 
 
 
 
The 12th Maine in a skirmish during 
Sheridan's Shenandoah Valley 
Campaign, sketched by Alfred Waud, 
1864 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



12th Maine Infantry Regiment 
The 12th Maine Infantry Regiment was an infantry regiment that served in the Union Army during 
the American Civil War. 
 
Formation 
The 12th Maine Regiment, formed in November 1861, was one of the 10 regiments Major 
General Benjamin F. Butler of Massachusetts received permission to form.  
 
George F. Shepley a Democrat and a noted Portland lawyer and U.S. Attorney for Maine, headed the 
new regiment.  
 
On October 1, 1861, Shepley wrote to Maine Governor Israel Washburn Jr. to report that he expected 
the new 12th Maine Regiment to be filled soon "with the very best men in the State."  
Shepley also reported, "I have abandoned every other thought and pursuit, and have embarked in 
this movement all my hopes energies and efforts and, if need be, my fortune and my life."  
 
Significant events 
1861 

• November 16 — Organized at Portland and mustered in 
• November 24 — Unit left Maine for Camp Stevens, Massachusetts 
• December 22 — Unit in the midst of training at Camp Chase, Massachusetts 
• December 30 — To Boston 

1862 
• January 2 — Embarked on Steamer Constitution for Ship Island, Mississippi 
• February 12 — Arrived Ship Island. Attached to Butler's Expeditionary Corps. 
• March — Attached to 3rd Brigade, Dept. of the Gulf 
• May 4 — Moved to New Orleans and duty at U.S. Mint 
• June 16–20 — Expedition to Pass Manchac 
• June 17 — Pass Manchac 
• September 13–18 — Expedition to Ponchatoula (Companies C, D, & F) 
• September 15 — Pouchatoula 
• October 21 — Moved to Camp Parapet 
• November 19 — Moved to Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Attached to Grover's Division, Baton 

Rouge, Dept. Gulf 
1863 

• January — Attached to 2nd Brigade, 4th Division, 19th Army Corps, Dept. Gulf 
• February — Attached to 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 19th Corps, Dept. Gulf 
• March 7–27 — Operations against Port Hudson 
• April 9–May 14 — Moved to Donaldsonville. Operations in Western Louisiana 
• April 11–20 — Teche Campaign 
• April 13 — Porter's and McWilliams' Plantation at Indian Head 
• April 14 — Irish Bend 
• April 18 — Destruction of salt works at New Iberia 
• April 20–May 20 — Advance to the Red River 
• May 21–24 — Advance on Port Hudson 
• May 24–July 8 — Siege of Port Hudson 
• May 27 — Assault on Port Hudson 
• June 14 — Second Assault on Port Hudson 
• June 20 — Thibodeaux (Detachment) 
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• July 9 — Surrender of Port Hudson 
• July 13 — Donaldsonville 
• August 12 — Moved to New Orleans, then to Ship Island, Mississippi 
• October — At Camp Parapet 

1864 
• January 3–7 — Expedition to Madisonville (Companies B, F, K) 
• January 7 — Capture of Madisonville 
• March 11 — Ordered to New Orleans 
• April–June 16 — Veterans on furlough, Non-Veterans at Camp Parapet 
• May 27 — Veterans returned from Portland to New Orleans 
• June 16 — Regiment moved to Morganza, Louisiana 
• July 3 — Moved to Algiers 
• July 13–20 — To Fort Monroe, Virginia 
• July 21 — To Bermuda Hundred, Virginia 
• July 21–25 — Duty in trenches 
• July 27–29 — Demonstration on north side of James River 
• July 27–28 — First Battle of Deep Bottom 
• July 31 — Moved to Washington, D.C. 
• August 2 — To Taneytown, Maryland 
• August 7–November 28 — Sheridan's Shenandoah Valley Campaign. Attached to Army of the 

Shenandoah, Middle Military Division 
• September 3–4 — Berryville, Virginia 
• September 19 — Battle of Opequon, Winchester, Virginia 

 
 
*********************************************************************************************************** 
 

• September 22 — Fishers Hill 
• October 19 — Battle of Cedar Creek 
• October 20 — Duty at Cedar Creek 
• November 9 — At Opequon 
• November 19 — Non-Veterans left front. Veterans consolidated to a Battalion of four 

Companies. 
• December 7 — Non-Veterans mustered out 

1865 
• January — Ordered to Savannah, Georgia and attached to District of Savannah, Georgia, 

Dept. of the South 
• February–March — Six new Companies organized for one year service and assigned as E, F, 

G, H, I, K. 
• March — Attached to 1st Brigade. 1st Division, 10th Army Corps, Army Ohio 

1866 
• February–March — Companies E, F, G, H, I, & K mustered out 
• The regiment was discharged from service on April 18, 1866. 
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The Third Battle of Winchester 
by Brandon H. Beck 

 
The Third Battle of Winchester on September 19, 1864, the largest and bloodiest Civil War battle in 
the Shenandoah Valley, had great strategic significance both in the Valley and in the wider war. It 
proved to be the climax of Lt. Gen Jubal Early’s Valley Campaign and the beginning of Gen. Philip H. 
Sheridan’s decisive one-month campaign that finally wrested the Valley from Confederate control. 

 
 
Robert E. Lee 
Gen. Robert E. Lee, commanding the Army of Northern 
Virginia, intended for Early’s campaign to repeat the 
strategic success of Stonewall Jackson’s fabled 1862 Valley 
Campaign. Surveying the military situation across the Old 
Dominion after his defeat of Gen. Ulysses S. Grant’s Army 
of the Potomac on June 12-13, Lee saw the necessity of 
relieving Union pressure on Lynchburg, west of the Blue 
Ridge. The city served as the conduit through which the 
Valley’s summer and autumn harvest would reach Lee’s 
hungry soldiers. To that end, Lee sent his battle-hardened, 
but much reduced, Second Corps under Early to Lynchburg. 
Early succeeded brilliantly, saving the city and advancing 
northward down the Valley. He passed through Winchester, 
crossed the Potomac, and threatened Washington (July 11-
12). He then fell back, winning victories at Cool Spring (July 
16) and Kernstown (July 24). 
 
 
 
Jubal A. Early 
Early’s successes compelled Grant to send forces west, 
toward Washington and the Valley. However, the reaction 
in Washington to the stinging defeat at Kernstown proved 
decisive. President Lincoln created a unified Middle Military 
Division (more popularly known as the Army of the 
Shenandoah), placing it under Sheridan’s command. He 
was to command three infantry corps (VI, VIII, and XIX) and 
three divisions of cavalry. 
Against a force of that size and power Early could not afford 
error or misstep. In 1862 Jackson made no critical mistakes 
and used reinforcements to seal the success of his 
campaign in the First Battle of Winchester (May 25, 1862). 
In 1864, despite how careful Early might have been, there 
were no reinforcements. Instead, on September 14 a 

division of infantry and two battalions of artillery left the Valley bound for Richmond and Petersburg. AZSWORDS.C
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Rebecca Wright and Thomas Laws 
 
The departure of this Confederate force, made known to Sheridan by Winchester Unionist Rebecca 
Wright and African-American Thomas Laws, left Early with just over 15,000 men. Sheridan’s 
command, then near Harper’s Ferry, numbered over 40,000. Early then unwisely divided his force, 
further compounding his weakness. He sent three infantry divisions under Generals Robert Rodes, 
John Gordon, and Gabriel Wharton toward the main line of the Baltimore & Ohio R.R. at Martinsburg. 
That left only Gen. Stephen Ramseur’s division at Winchester, east of town guarding the Berryville 
Pike (today’s Rt. 7). Union cavalry reported Early’s maneuver to Sheridan, impelling him to strike 
Winchester on September 19. 
 
Sheridan planned to cross Opequon Creek east of Winchester and defeat the Confederates as they 
attempted to concentrate. Two cavalry divisions under Gen. Wesley Merritt and Gen. William Averell 
intended to cross at fords north of the Berryville Pike crossing. The third cavalry division under Gen. 
James Wilson would lead the infantry across at Spout Spring’s Ford. These heavy columns would 
press on through the defile locally known as the Berryville Canyon, hoping to crush Ramseur’s small 
division before any other Confederate divisions could reach him. 
 
Early, however, realized his mistake on September 18, and rushed to collect his force east of 
Winchester on a line running north from Ramseur’s position to just beyond Red Bud Run. Rodes’ 
division was on Ramseur’s immediate left; Gordon’s division extended from Rodes’ left toward Red 
Bud. Confederate units farther north as far as Stephenson’s Depot, were under the command of 
Early’s second-in-command, Gen. John C. Breckinridge. 
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                                                  Philip H. Sheridan 
 
Sheridan’s plan miscarried. Ramseur’s division 
resisted stubbornly in the Berryville Canyon, 
while Wilson’s cavalry, Gen. Horatio Wright’s VI 
Corps, and Gen. William H. Emory’s XIX Corps 
became embroiled in a “traffic jam” of their own 
making. Sheridan’s advance was not the 
lightning-like thrust he had envisioned. Instead, 
his tired and frustrated columns emerged from 
the Berryville Canyon at about 11 a.m. already 
demoralized by numerous casualties. Upon 
seeing a Confederate battle line formed in their 
front east of Winchester, officers and men knew 
they were in for a hard day. A soldier in the 121st 
New York remarked that among those 
Confederates were “the Louisianans of 
Rappahannock Station…the Alabamians of 
Salem Church, the Virginians and Georgians of 
the Wilderness, and [Gen. Cullen A] Battle’s men 
of Spotsylvania.” More Confederates were on the 
way. 
 
At 11:40 a.m. Early ordered Gen. Breckinridge, in command of Confederate forces at Stephenson’s 
Depot, to join the main force at once.  Though outnumbered, Early’s veterans were ready to give 
battle. 
 
Once formed, the troops of the VI and XIX Corps did not falter. They began a general advance on the 
Rebels just before noon. But as they advanced large gaps appeared between their formations, 
particularly between the left of the VI Corps and the right of the XIX Corps. The former guided on the 
Berryville Pike, which turned away to skirt the Dinkle property, while the latter moved toward the very 
heavy and accurate fire coming in from their direct front. One veteran recorded: “A great yawning gap 
had opened up in Sheridan’s front and the Confederate reaction was almost instinctive. They [Rodes 
and Gordon] struck with a power born of desperation and opportunity.” 
 
The Confederate counterattacks splintered the Union front. A Union Captain, John DeForest serving 
in the XIX Corps, wrote that “my adjutant called me to look to the left…behold! [Gen. James] Rickett’s 
division was gone…in place of it was a sea of prisoners…the Pike was crowded with fugitives.” Capt. 
Robert Packs, of Battle’s brigade, saw Gen. Early as the Confederates pressed forward. “I lifted my 
hat to the old man as we ran forward,” Packs wrote, “we raised our well-known Rebel yell and 
continued on.” 
 
Two generals were killed in the advance—Confederate Gen. Rodes and Union Gen. David A. 
Russell. When Rodes fell, Early made a fateful decision ordering Gen. Bryan Grimes, Rodes’ 
successor, to halt the Confederate attack. “Wait for Breckinridge,” Early ordered. On the Union side, 
Russell’s successor, Col. Emory Upton, moved his three brigades into the gap momentarily halting 
the Rebels. Early’s decision may have been the right one, but it was a harbinger of his more famous 
halt order at Cedar Creek one month later. 
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Rickett’s Division attacking into West Woods 

 
As the Confederates fell back to their original positions, the battle settled into a static, but rather 
deadly standoff. Both armies held their ground and exchanged crushing, accurate volleys. Capt. 
DeForest wrote: “The men on both sides were nearly all old soldiers who knew their deadly 
business…our adversaries were no doubt good shots, and besides, they fired more continuously than 
we did.” 
 
The deadly exchanges continued until mid-afternoon. During this time Early could easily have broken 
off the battle and withdrawn up the Valley Pike. Not only was he too combative to do so, but he must 
have also been encouraged by the excellent performance of his artillery, which provided strong 
support for the infantry throughout the day. 
Sheridan, too, was determined to continue. Unlike Early, he had a significant number of men not yet 
engaged; two divisions of Gen. George Crook’s VIII Corps, and two divisions of cavalry now 
concentrating at Stephenson’s Depot. Crook’s divisions (Col. Joseph Thoburn and Col. Isaac Duval) 
had by 3 p.m. cleared the Berryville Canyon and were within reach. They must be sent in—the 
question was where? 
 
Sheridan chose to move by his own right flank, against Early’s left. Turning the Confederate left would 
drive Early across the Union front. Either Sheridan or Crook—it became an enormous dispute 
between the two that ruined their friendship—decided to advance the two divisions along both banks 
of Red Bud Run and hit Early’s left flank anchored at Hackwood. Thoburn advanced on the near 
bank; Duval would cross, move parallel with Thoburn, and then re-cross at the point of attack. 
Duval was struck down in the attack putting Col. Rutherford B. Hayes of the 23rd Ohio in charge of 
leading the division across. Visitors to the site today will marvel at the fact that the crossing of this 
steep bank, slow moving swampy stream was accomplished at all. Furthermore, Gordon’s brigade 
vigilantly held the Confederate left and had been slightly reinforced with Early’s remaining reserves. 
Hayes got his men across under heavy fire, but could advance no farther than Hackwood. There, 
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according to the 23rd Ohio’s Russell Hastings, “All about the bridge, the banks of the Creek, and up 
the lawn to the buildings the dead of the 23rd were literally lying in heaps.” 
 
Thoburn’s assault, delivered simultaneously with Duval’s, pushed Gordon’s front back. It also 
triggered several seemingly spontaneous attacks at various places along the Union front including the 
notable bayonet charge of the 8th Vermont. In the end the Confederates gave ground, but maintained 
their flank and their cohesion while exacting a high price in Union casualties as they contracted their 
line of battle. By about 5 p.m. the Confederate line had taken on the shape of an inverted “L,” with the 
short arm across the Martinsburg Pike, facing Stephenson’s Depot, four miles to the north. In the right 
angle of the “L” sat Fort Collier, and earthen fort built in 1861, a few yards east of the pike. 
 
The VIII Corps could do no more as Early remained unwilling to break off the battle. A brief lull in the 
fighting settled over the bloody fields. A Confederate artillerist in Fort Collier, Milton Humphreys, 
wrote that “everything seemed deadly quiet.” The outcome of the battle was still undetermined. 
Around 5 p.m. Sheridan ordered in his last uncommitted forces—the cavalry divisions of Merritt and 
Averell. They had crossed the Opequon at first light and had been skirmishing and concentrating near 
Stephenson’s Depot since early morning. Now six brigades strong, this enormous force set itself in 
motion on either side of the pike, a “thunderbolt” aimed at the Confederate left. The troopers moved 
slowly at first. Col. William Powell’s and Col. James Schoonmaker’s brigades advanced west of the 
pike, Gen. George Custer’s command most nearly astride it, and Col. Thomas Devin’s and Col. 
Charles Russell Lowell’s brigades moved east of the pike. Between them and the scratch force in Fort 
Collier were only a few cavalry units and the three small infantry regiments of Col. George S. Patton’s 
brigade. The cavalry rode over and through them, smashing the hollow squares the men vainly 
formed. Patton was mortally wounded in an attempt to rally his disorganized command in one of 
Winchester’s narrow streets—he died on September 25. The blue clad horsemen swept on, faster 
now, and crushed the Confederate infantry in Fort Collier. Despite valiant attempts of artillerists from 
Lt. Col. J. Floyd King’s battalion to fire the two cannons in Fort Collier, the blue tide was irresistible, 
sweeping around and then into Fort Collier’s interior. 

 
The Union cavalry charge that broke the Confederate lines at Third Winchester – “Sheridan’s Final 
Charge at Winchester” by Thure de Thulstrup (Library of Congress) 
 
The fall of Fort Collier to fast moving cavalry was too much for tired, outnumbered men to endure. 
The great cavalry charge unhinged the Confederate line of battle. Sheridan saw what was happening, 
and was suddenly everywhere urging his men forward. The rout had begun. 
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Early, with admirable presence of mind, ordered Col. Thomas Munford’s cavalry to hold Star Fort—to 
the west of Fort Collier—against Schoonmaker’s brigade. Munford succeeded and brought up some 
artillery as well, which slowed the pursuit. Infantry from Gen. Ramseur’s division and Gen. Grime’s 
brigade made a stand in the Mt. Hebron Cemetery and Sheridan did not push his pursuit past 
Winchester’s southern edge. 
 
Casualties on both sides were very high. Early reported 227 killed, 1,567 wounded, and 1,818 
missing or captured. Sheridan too paid a high price for success—697 killed, 3,983 wounded, and 338 
missing or captured. Sheridan, however, had more men and could afford the loss. The high numbers 
of wounded on both sides prompted Sheridan to establish the Civil War’s largest tent hospital at 
Shawnee Springs in Winchester—traces of which still exist today. 
 
Following the defeat at Winchester, Early withdrew south to Fisher’s Hill, where his men entrenched 
in the hopes of blocking Sheridan’s advance up the Valley. Third Winchester had changed the 
momentum of the war in the Valley. “Have just heard of your great victory,” President Lincoln wired 
Sheridan the day after the battle, “God bless you all, officers and men. Strongly inclined to come up 
and see you.” Although victorious at Winchester Sheridan knew there was much work still to be done 
as his adversary “Old Jube” was not yet ready to give the Valley entirely to the Union Army of the 
Shenandoah. 
 

 
The Third Battle of Winchester (Battle of the Opequon) Sept. 19th, 1864 
The Third Battle of Winchester occurred on September 19, 1864.  This battle is also known as the 
"Battle of the Opequon." It was known as the "Battle of the Opequon" because it was centered around 
the Opequon river, which runs right through the heart of the town of Winchester.  The Union general 
in charge was Philip Sheridan.  The Confederate general in charge was Jubal A. Early. This battle is 
the only one of the three battles of Winchester that the Union Army came out victorious.  This battle 
had been looming in the mist before any altercation actually took place.  The two generals spent over 
a month maneuvering their armies back and forth.  General Jubal A. Early did not expect the Union 
Army to attack, considering they have not attacked the Confederacy in over two months.  This led 
Jubal A. Early to send one of his regiments of troops down the valley to where Robert E. Lee was 
located.  This is exactly what General Sheridan had been waiting for.  With all of this maneuvering of 
soldiers Early had about seventeen thousand men to face Sheridan's thirty-seven thousand soldiers. 
 
General Sheridan had strategically placed his different regiments on each side of the Confederate 
Army.  Once fighting began Sheridan noticed that his plan was working perfectly and the Confederate 
Army was taking massive amounts of casualties compared to their counterpart.  Once the fighting 
continued General Early noticed that his soldiers were making somewhat of a right angle, entrapping 
themselves in the Union Army's arms.  At approximately five o'clock in the afternoon Jubal Early 
decided to pull his army back and retreat out of the city of Winchester.  This was very important in the 
history of the Civil War because it was the Union Army's first victory in the town of Winchester.  The 
number of casualties in the Union Army was not even close to the number of lost lives from the 
Confederacy.  The total amount of casualties for the General Sheridan's army was 5,018 and 1,818 
for Jubal Early.  
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