
James D. Van Valkenburg 

61st Georgia Infantry Regiment 
 

 
Residence Bibb County, GA 

 

Enlisted on 9/24/1861 as a Captain 
 

On 9/24/1861, he was commissioned into "I" Co. Georgia 61st Infantry 
 

Prisoner-of-War Fredericksburg 12/13/1862 
 

He was Killed on 7/9/1864 at Monocacy, MD 
 

Promotions 
Major 7/1/1863 

Lt Col 5/12/1864 
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Identified Model 1833 Saber 

 
 
This Ames Model 1833 Cavalry Saber is identified to Captain James D. Van Valkenburg and most 
likely was carried by him during the following battles: Seven Days Battles, Gains Mills, Malvern 
Hill, Bristoe Station, Groveton/Brawner's Farm, Second Bull Run or Manassas, 
Sharpsburg/Antietam, and Fredericksburg.  No doubt this sword became a war trophy when 
Captain Van Valkenburg was captured during the battle of Fredericksburg and made a Prisoner-of-
War. 

 
 
This is an early example of an Ames Model 1833 Dragoon saber and most likely was a factory special 
order by Van Valkenburg himself. It is well known that the Ames Manufacturing Company provided 
swords to the South both before and during the Civil War, and to conceal this activity the maker and 
inspection marks were often removed as is the case in this sword.  

 
The hilt is missing all the leather & wire as well as some original  wood, which has caused a little  
movement in the hilt. The sword shows heavy wear with the guard being bent and Ames and 
inspection marks removed.  
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On the blade is pen-etched Capt. James D Van Valkenburg and 61st Georgia Regiment on 
opposing sides. It is exceptionally well done and conforms to the etching style unique to Ames for the 
period and this pattern sword. 
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The scabbard fits perfect to the blade and has a deep brown patina which has never been cleaned 
and shows exposure and use consistent with the sabers hilt and blade. Additionally, it has the spit 
rings common to early produced Ames sabers.  
 
There are three tiny pin holes below the middle mounts as well as two small holes between the ring 
mounts. These holes were enough to allow moister to enter, which no doubt caused some pitting on 
the blade and lead to the dark gray patina making it difficult to decern the inscription without 
magnification and lighting. At the same time, the etching is under the pitting validating its authenticity! 
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Name James D. VanValkenburg 

Enlistment Date 24 Sep 1861 

Enlistment Rank Captain 

Muster Date 24 Sep 1861 

Muster Place Georgia 

Muster Company I 

Muster Regiment 61st Infantry 

Muster Regiment Type Infantry 

Muster Information Commission 

Rank Change Date 1 Jul 1863 

Rank Change Rank Major 

Muster Out Date 9 Jul 1864 

Muster Out Place Monocacy, Maryland 

Muster Out Information Killed 

Side of War Confederacy 

Survived War? No 

Residence Place Bibb County, Georgia 

Additional Notes 2 Rank Change 2 Date: 12 May 1864; Rank Change 2 Rank: 

Lieutenant Colonel 

Title Roster of Confederate Soldiers of Georgia 1861-1865 
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James D. Van Valkenburg 

 
James Dunbar Van Valkenburgh, wearing very large Major’s stars 
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James D. Van Valkenburg 
James D Van Valkenburg was born in 1829 in Lexington, NY and moved to Macon, GA in 1850. His 

father moved the family south to find a better climate for his ailing wife, who ultimately died of illness 

in 1851. While living in Macon, James volunteered with the Young American Fire Company No. 3. 

The Young American movement was a pro-small government, pro-states' rights faction of the 

Democratic Party that endeavored to serve the public. James contributed by starting that fire 

company. His father built the first steam-powered mill in Macon and began a modest business in the 

1850s. He faced financial hardship because he was "an industrialist in an agricultural society." 

 

In 1852, James married Molly Morgan, daughter of a middle-class family whose father had left for the 

gold rush and left a $20,000 inheritance to his daughter. Mrs. Morgan didn't take kindly to James, 

claiming he was after her daughter's money. James went as far as to draw up an official statement at 

the courthouse proclaiming he didn't care about the money, just Molly's heart. Apparently, it got so 

bad that Mrs. Morgan forged a letter to James claiming to be Molly and told him "she didn't love him 

anymore." James saw through this and continued to call on her daughter. Mrs. Morgan posted friends 

of the family on the porch with guns. One night, Molly left to see her cousin across town. Mrs. Morgan 

fell for the ruse and she rode fifteen miles in the rain at night to meet James on a back road, where he 

waited with a preacher. They were married and had four children through the 1850s. When Molly 

inherited the $20,000, the Van Valkenburg’s built a quaint home just outside of Macon and freed the 

nine slaves her father had owned. Both were against the institution and drew fire for their views. 

 

As the 1850s drew towards the 1860s, both James and Molly became avid secessionists. James 

drilled with the local militia and was one of the first in line to call for Georgia's secession after 

President Lincoln's election. On 24 September, 1861, James resigned his position as fire chief and 

moved to enlist in the Army of Georgia. Mayor Tompson of Macon refused and commissioned him as 

a captain with the task of raising a company from the city. James established the Tompson Guards 

and recruited some 150 men. His entire fire company followed him into the Army. 

 

The Tompson Guards were formally attached as Company I to the 61st Georgia Infantry Regiment, 

Lawton's Georgia Brigade, Ewell's Division, Jackson's Corps, in the Army of Northern Virginia. Their 

baptism by fire was at the Battle of Gaine's Mill on 27 June, 1862. From there on, the 61st Georgia 

followed the exploits typical of most units. They were on the right flank of Stonewall Jackson's line at 

Fredericksburg. During that battle, Captain Van Valkenburg was captured while tending to a 

wounded colonel of the 7th Pennsylvania Reserves. He was later included in a prisoner exchange, 

perhaps due to the efforts of US Congressman Robert B. Van Valkenburgh (he spelled his surname 

with an "h"). He made Major on 01 July, 1863 at Gettysburg (filling a vacancy made by a bullet), 

where the 61st was positioned on the south side of town opposite the top of the Federal line's "fish 

hook." 

 

Jame’s most intriguing exploit was at the Battle of the Wilderness. Major Van Valkenburg 

volunteered to go on a reconnoiter mission to find Federal stragglers sighted nearby and take them 

prisoner. He took forty men and rode out into the woods to maintain cover. His men sighted Union 

soldiers, then realized that they were looking at what could be up to a regiment of men. When 

informed of the undoubtedly larger force's presence, James declared that they had gone to take 

Federal prisoners, so that's what they were going to do. In a daring move, Major Van Valkenburg rode 
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out of the trees alone and approached the unit with his sword drawn. He introduced himself and 

declared them prisoners of war, which the Federal Colonel found amusing and rejected. James then 

bluffed and informed him that if he wanted to fight an entire Brigade waiting in the tree line, he was 

welcome to send his men to their deaths. The Colonel reconsidered Major Van Valkenburg's 

declaration and acquiesced. After the Union troops laid down their weapons and turned over their 

flags, Major Van Valkenburg signaled and his forty men escorted the Federal unit back to camp. In an 

ironic twist of fate, Major Van Valkenburg had captured the entire 7th Pennsylvania Reserves (who 

had taken him prisoner at Fredericksburg), a force of over five hundred men. From then on, he was 

known throughout the 61st Georgia as the "Hero of the Wilderness." 

 

Major Van Valkenburg was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and Adjutant of the Regiment on May 

12th, 1864. The 61st Georgia marched up the Shenandoah Valley, as General Gordon was moving 

his brigade north towards Winchester to make a push into Maryland and raid Washington, DC. While 

en route to the Federal capital, they were found and blocked by Union troops at Monocacy, Maryland 

on July 9th, 1864. The fighting quickly intensified and the 61st Georgia boldly advanced on the 

Federal positions, which remained steadfast. At the height of the battle, the opposing sides were only 

forty yards apart. In a gallant effort, Colonel Van Valkenburg rallied the men for a charge, riding 

towards the Union line. As the charge unfolded and the Federal soldiers fired a volley, bullets found 

their mark and killed him instantly. 

 

After the Battle of Monocacy, a group of wounded and captured men from the Thompson Guards 

buried their beloved commander, the Hero of the Wilderness. They chose to lay him to rest at the foot 

of a solitary tree next to the farmhouse that had been at the epicenter of the battlefield. In 1866, his 

body was exhumed by the men of his old fire company and buried in Rose Hill Cemetery in Macon, 

Georgia. 

 

The 61st Georgia continued on to the end of the war, comprising part of General Lee's bedraggled 

army at Appomattox Courthouse. By the war's end, only 150 of the 700 that marched in 1862 had 

survived. Eighty were wounded and only forty were armed. 
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The 61st Georgia Volunteer Infantry (also called the 26th regiment at one time) was assembled at 

Charleston, South Carolina in May 1862. The 7th Georgia Battalion was the foundation drawn on for 

establishment of this new regiment. 

 

During this time the regiment was brigaded under Brigadier General Alexander Lawton who had 

proposed formation of an elite brigade of Georgia troops to repel the threat posed by McClellan's 

advance from Williamsburg on the Confederate capital at Richmond. Later the brigade would be 

commanded by Brigadier General Gordon and finally by Brigadier General Evans. The brigade 

served with the Army of Northern Virginia and is often found in research named as the Lawton-

Gordon-Evans Georgia Brigade named for its three principal commanders. 

 

The Lawton-Gordon-Evans Georgia Brigade was initially comprised of six regiments, which besides 

the 61st Georgia Volunteer Infantry included the 13th, 26th, 31st, 38th, and 60th Georgia Volunteer 

Infantries. This brigade was raised at the call of Georgia Governor Joe Brown for the defense of the 

Georgia coast following the bombardment of Fort Sumter in 1861. 

 

The regiment began service as part of the Lawton-Gordon-Evans Georgia Brigade by participating in 

the Seven Days Battles in and around Richmond, Virginia, June 1862, later went with General Early 

to the Shenandoah Valley and continued to fight in numerous engagements until surrender at 

Appomattox in April 1865. 

 

The 61st Georgia Volunteer Infantry regimental service included: Seven Days Battles June 1862, 

Gains Mills, 27 June 1862, Malvern Hill, 1 July 1862, Bristoe Station, 27 August 1862, 

Groveton/Brawner's Farm, 28 August 1862, Second Bull Run or Manassas, 29-30 August 1862, 

Sharpsburg/Antietam, 17 September 1862, Fredericksburg, 13 December 1862, Chancellorsville, 

29 April-5 May 1863, Winchester, 13-14 June 1863, York & Wrightsville, 28-29 June 1863, 

Gettysburg, 1-3 July 1863, Battle of the Wilderness, 5-6 May 1864, Spotsylvania Court House, 

10-12 May 1864, Monocacy, 9 July 9 1864, Winchester/Opequon Creek, 19 September 1864, 
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Fisher's Hill, 22 September 1864, Cedar Creek, 19 October 

1864, Hatcher's Run, 5-7 February 1865, Hares Hill/Fort 

Steadman, 25 March 1865, Appomattox Court House, 9 

April 1865. 

 

The strategy described in Lee's letter was speeded along on 

16 June 1862 when the order went out for Jackson to move 

his army without further delay and join Lee's peninsula 

offensive. 

 

As General Jackson's troops marched closer to Richmond, 

McClellan ordered fortification of Porter's positions north of 

the Chickahominy and established a second supply base at 

Harrison's Landing on the James River, allowing him the 

flexibility to move north or south when the Confederates 

mounted an attack. 

 

A heavy skirmish south of the Chickahominy on 25 June 

1862 prompted Lee to force his attack on the following day. 

General Jackson's army, still on the march, was nowhere 

near the point of attack. Marching his troops relentlessly for 

days following Lee's summons, Jackson bivouacked at 

Hundley's Corner on the afternoon of 26 June 1862, within 

three miles of the hard fighting underway at Beaver Dam Creek. 

 

The 61st Georgia arrived with General Jackson's column and received its baptism of fire at the battle 

of Gaines Mill, 27 June 1862. Spurred on by General Richard Ewell's "Hurrah for Georgia," they 

formed a line of battle and advanced through a heavy wooded area until they met the enemy. The 

61st Georgia along with the other Georgia regiments of Lawton's brigade were the first Confederates 

engaged in this battle, meeting the Union army near Cold Harbor. The regiment advanced into 

Boatswain Swamp on the far left of the Confederate line at 5:00 PM "in perfect order through the 

woods and sticky-wet soil." Casualties this day were light. 

Battles in which James D Van Valkenburg was with the 61st Georgia Infantry Regiments. 

Seven Days Battles   June 1862 
Gains Mills     27 June 1862 
Malvern Hill     1 July 1862 
Bristoe Station    27 August 1862 
Groveton/Brawner's Farm   28 August 1862 
Second Bull Run or Manassas  29-30 August 1862 
Sharpsburg/Antietam   17 September 1862 
Fredericksburg    13 December 1862 
Chancellorsville    29 April-5 May 1863 
Winchester     13-14 June 1863 
York & Wrightsville    28-29 June 1863 
Gettysburg     1-3 July 1863 
Battle of the Wilderness   5-6 May 1864 
Spotsylvania Court House   10-12 May 1864 
Monocacy     9 July 9 1864 
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Battles in which James D Van Valkenburg was with the 61st Georgia Infantry Regiments. 
 

Antietam Sep 16, 1862 Sep 16, 1862 < 1 day Sharpsburg, Maryland 

Appomattox Court 

House 
Apr 8, 1865 Apr 8, 1865 < 1 day Appomattox Court House, Virginia 

Cedar Creek Oct 18, 1864 Oct 18, 1864 < 1 day 
Frederick County, Virginia; Shenandoah 

County, Virginia; Warren County, Virginia 

Cedar Mountain Aug 8, 1862 Aug 8, 1862 < 1 day Culpeper County, Virginia 

Cedar Run, Virginia Aug 9, 1862 Aug 9, 1862 < 1 day Cedar Run, Virginia 

Chancellorsville Apr 29, 1863 May 5, 1863 6 day(s) Spotsylvania County, Virginia 

Chantilly Aug 31, 1862 Aug 31, 1862 < 1 day Fairfax County, Virginia 

Cold Harbor May 30, 1864 Jun 11, 1864 12 day(s) 
Hanover County; near Mechanicsville, 

Virginia 

First Kernstown Mar 22, 1862 Mar 22, 1862 < 1 day 
Frederick County, Virginia, Winchester, 

Virginia 

First Petersburg Jun 8, 1864 Jun 8, 1864 < 1 day Petersburg, Virginia 

Fisher's Hill Sep 20, 1864 Sep 21, 1864 1 day(s) Shenandoah County, Virginia 

Fort Stedman Mar 24, 1865 Mar 24, 1865 < 1 day Petersburg, Virginia 

Fort Stevens Jul 10, 1864 Jul 11, 1864 1 day(s) District of Columbia, DC 

Frederick, Maryland Sep 9, 1862 Sep 9, 1862 < 1 day Frederick, Maryland 

Fredericksburg Dec 12, 1862 Dec 12, 1862 < 1 day Fredericksburg, Virginia 

Gaines' Mill Jun 26, 1862 Jun 26, 1862 < 1 day Hanover County, Virginia 

Gettysburg Jun 30, 1863 Jul 2, 1863 2 day(s) Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

High Bridge Apr 5, 1865 Apr 6, 1865 1 day(s) 
Prince Edward County, Virginia; 

Cumberland County, Virginia 

High Bridge, Virginia Apr 5, 1865 Apr 5, 1865 < 1 day High Bridge, Virginia 

Malvern Hill Jun 30, 1862 Jun 30, 1862 < 1 day Henrico County, Virginia 

Maryland Heights, 

Maryland 
Jul 5, 1864 Jul 5, 1864 < 1 day Maryland Heights, Maryland 

Mine Run Nov 26, 1863 Dec 1, 1863 5 day(s) Orange County, Virginia 

Mine Run, Virginia Nov 29, 1863 Nov 29, 1863 < 1 day Mine Run, Virginia 

Mine Run, Virginia Nov 27, 1863 Nov 27, 1863 < 1 day Mine Run, Virginia 

Monocacy Jul 8, 1864 Jul 8, 1864 < 1 day Frederick County, Maryland 
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Antietam - 1862 Battle at Sharpsburg 
Before Sharpsburg 

James Dunbar Van Valkenburgh came to Georgia with his parents and siblings about 1849 and by 

1850 he was a merchant in his father's successful business in Macon. In 1860 he was a 30-year-old 

ambrotypist (photographer) and fire chief in Macon. At the direction of Governor Thompson, he 

recruited and organized a company of troops called the Thompson Guards and they enrolled for 

Confederate service at Macon as Company I of the 61st Georgia Infantry on 24 September 1861, Van 

Valkenburgh their Captain. 

On the Campaign 

He assumed command of the regiment as next senior officer after Major McRae was killed at 

Sharpsburg on 17 September 1862. He was himself wounded there. 

The rest of the War 

He was captured at Fredericksburg, VA on 13 December 1862 and paroled for exchange on 19 

December, returning to duty about February 1863. He was elected Major on 1 (or 4) July 1863 at 

Gettysburg, PA and promoted to Lieutenant Colonel on 12 May 1864. On that date, in action in the 

Wilderness, VA, he led a detachment of about 40 men who bluffed that they had a Brigade behind 

them in the woods, and captured about 300 men of the 7th Pennsylvania Reserves. He was killed 

"instantly - struck in the head" at Monocacy Junction, MD on 9 July 1864. 

After the War 

His body was returned to Macon in 1866 by the efforts of his fire company - Young America No. 3 - 

and reinterred there. 

Birth 

07/28/1829; New York City, NY 

Death 

07/09/1864; Monocacy Junction, MD; burial in Rose Hill Cemetery, Macon, GA 
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Captured During the Battle of Fredericksburg 
 

Gentlemen's Agreement- December 13, 1862 by Don Prechtel 

 

Confederate soldiers darted into ditches 

during a violent confrontation that placed 

Col. Edmund Atkinson and his men 

between what he had perceived as a 

vulnerable Union artillery battery and a 

sneak attack to his flank by Union General 

Hiram Berry’s brigade. Atkinson was 

injured as he dove for cover, but he 

survived and was followed into a ditch by 

Captain James D. Van Valkenburg of the 

61st Georgia and Lieutenant James M. 

Goldsmith of the 60th Georgia.  

Some of Atkinson’s men found positioning 

above ground and managed to hold off the 

Union for a while. In the meantime, 

Atkinson, Goldsmith and Van Valkenburg 

found themselves surrounded by Union 

soldiers. Van Valkenburg pronounced all 

the Union soldiers’ prisoners, but clearer 

heads prevailed, and both sides soon agreed to let the armies decide their fate. The arrival of the new 

114th Pennsylvania – known as Collis’ Zouaves for their leader Colonel Charles H. T. Collis and the 

distinctive white turbans, trimmed jackets, and baggy red pants that they wore – tilted the scale in 

favor of the Union. The men parted amicably and even exchanged addresses as Atkinson – the only 

brigade commander on either side to be captured during the Battle of Fredericksburg – and his men 

were led away. 

***************************************************************************** 

December 13 — Battle context 

Main assault vs. Jackson: Maj. Gen. George G. Meade’s division briefly pierces Jackson's line, 

threatening the Confederate right, in an area now called “Slaughter Pen,” but lack of coordinated 

reinforcements and a powerful counterattack stop the advance. Casualties are severe on both sides. 

Marye’s Heights: Burnside’s “diversion” against Longstreet’s entrenched position becomes a 

catastrophe for Union troops. The sunken road below Marye’s Heights is packed three ranks deep 

with Confederates; repeated Federal assaults across open ground meet devastating fire. As artillerist 

Edward Porter Alexander put it, “a chicken could not live on that field.” 

General Lee (observing the carnage): “It is well that war is so terrible. We should grow too fond of it.” 
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Gettysburg 

  
 

At Gettysburg, the 61st Georgia Infantry Regiment was in Brigadier General John Brown 
Gordon’s Brigade, Major General Jubal A. Early’s Division, Lieutenant General Richard S. 

Ewell’s Corps. This plaque is located in the area of Blocher’s Knoll / Barlow’s Knoll. 
 

The 61st Georgia Infantry, part of John Brown Gordon's Brigade (Ewell's Corps), played a key role on 

the first day of Gettysburg (July 1, 1863) by helping to push Union troops off Barlow's Knoll (Blocher's 

Knoll) in the early morning attack, suffering casualties (around 100 men) in this fierce fight before the 

main battle lines formed. 

Role at Gettysburg: 

• Initial Attack: On July 1, 1863, the regiment advanced with Gordon's Brigade, attacking from 

the northeast to southwest, driving Union soldiers from the high ground of Barlow's Knoll. 

• Casualties: They suffered significant losses, with 30 killed, 75 wounded, and 6 missing, 

including officers like Major Peter Brennan and Lieutenant S.H. Rice.  

Brigade & Division: 

• The 61st Georgia was in Brigadier General John Brown Gordon's Brigade, part of Major 

General Jubal A. Early's Division, within Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell's Corps.  

Significance: 

• Their involvement helped secure the northern approaches to Gettysburg for the Confederates 

on the crucial first day of the battle.  

In essence, the 61st Georgia was instrumental in the early Confederate success on the first day, 

clearing Barlow's Knoll before the main fighting developed on the Union's defensive fishhook line.  
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61st Georgia Infantry Regiment 
1862 

May Formed at Charleston, South Carolina by adding companies to the 7th Georgia 

Battalion. The field officers were Colonel John H. Lamar, Lt. Colonel Charles W. 

McArthur, and Major Archibald P. McRae 

June 27 Battle of Gaines’ Mill 

mid-June Moved from Georgia to Virginia and attached to Lawton’s Brigade, Jackson’s Division, 

Army of the Valley 

August 20 Attached to Lawton’s Brigade, Ewell’s Division, Jackson’s Command, Army of Northern 

Virginia 

August 28-30 Second Battle of Manassas 

September 

17 

Battle of Sharpsburg 

Commanded by Colonel John H. Lamar, who took over command of the brigade after 

Colonel Douglass fell. Major Archibald P. MacRae briefly took command of the 

regiment until he was killed. Captain James Van Valkenberg then took over. 

1863 

March 1 Captain Peter Brennan of Company F was elected major 

April 11 Attached to Gordon’s Brigade of Early’s Division of the Second Corps of the Army of 

Northern Virginia 

May 1-4 Battle of Chancellorsville 

June 13-15 Second Battle of Winchester 

July 1-3 Battle of Gettysburg 

The regiment was commanded by Colonel Jn. H. Lamar and brought 288 men to the 

field. It lost 30 men killed, 75 wounded and 6 missing. Major Peter Brennan and 

Lieutenant S.H. Rice were killed, and Lieutenant William R. Avant was wounded and 

captured. 

After the battle Captain Van Valkenberg was promoted to major. 
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1864 

May 4-5 Battle of the Wilderness 

May 12 Battle of Spotsylvania Court House 

May 12 Major Van Valkenberg promoted to lieutenant colonel 

May 21 Attached to Evan’s Brigade of Gordon’s Division of the Second Corps of the Army of 

Northern Virginia 

May 23-26 North Anna 

June 13 Attached to Evans’ Brigade of Gordon’s Division of the Army of the Valley 

June 17-18 Battle of Lynchburg 

June 19-21 Pursuit of Hunter 

June 22 Day of rest at Salem 

June 23-26 Advance into the Shenandoah Valley to Staunton 

June 28-July 

2 

Advance from Staunton to near Harpers Ferry 

July 5-6 Crossed the Potomac at Boteler’s Ford and advances to west of Frederick 

July 9 Battle of Monocacy 

Colonel Lamar and Lieutenant Colonel Van Valkenberg were killed. 

July 10 The advance on Washington continued through an extremely hot day. 

July 11-12 Battle of Fort Stevens 

July 13-15 Left Washington, crossed the Potomac at White’s Ford, and marched across Loudon 

County. 

July 16 Crossed the Blue Ridge at Snickers Gap to Berryville 

July 19 Moved to Strasburg 
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July 24 Second Battle of Kernstown 

August 8 At Bunker Hill 

August 10 To Winchester 

August 12 To Fisher’s Hill 

August 17 Returned to Winchester and Bunker Hill. 

August 22 To Charles Town 

August 25-26 Feint toward Williamsport and return to Bunker Hill. 

September 5 To Winchester 

September 

19 

Third Battle of Winchester 

Commanded by Captain Eliphalet F. Sharp. 

September 

22 

Battle of Fisher’s Hill 

October 19 Battle of Cedar Creek 

December 9 Returned with Gordon’s Division from the Shenandoah Valley to the Richmond area 

under the command of Captain Eliphalet F. Sharp. Attached to Gordon’s Division, 

Second Corps, Army of Northern Virginia 

1865 

January The 60th and 61st Georgia were combined under Colonel Jones of the 60th until the end 

of the war. 

February 6 Battle of Hatcher’s Run 

April 7 Farmville and High Bridge 

April 9 Appomattox Court House 

The regiment surrendered 81 enlisted men without an officer, of whom 49 were armed. 
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CONFEDERATE GEORGIA TROOPS 

61st Regiment, Georgia Infantry 
Overview: 

61st Infantry Regiment [also called 26th Regiment] was assembled at Charleston, South Carolina, in 

May, 1862. It was formed by using the 7th Georgia Battalion as its nucleus. The men were from the 

counties of Irwin, Tattnall, Brooks, Bulloch, Montgomery, Bibb, Quitman, and Wilkes. Ordered north in 

June, the unit arrived at Petersburg, Virginia, with 1,000 officers and men. During the war it was 

brigaded under Generals Lawton, John B. Gordon, and C.A. Evans, Army of Northern Virginia. It 

participated in many conflicts from the Seven Days' Battles to Cold Harbor, went with Early to the 

Shenandoah Valley, then fought in numerous engagements around Appomattox. This regiment 

sustained 36 casualties at Gaines' Mill, 63 at Second Manassas, 114 at Sharpsburg, and 100 

at Fredericksburg. It lost thirty-seven percent of the 288 at Gettysburg and sixty-five percent of 150 

at Monocacy. The 61st surrendered with no officers and 81 men, of which only 49 were armed. Its 

commanders were Colonel John H. Lamar; Lieutenant Colonels Charles W. McArthur and James Y. 

McDuffie; and Majors Peter Brenan, Archibald P. MacRae, Henry Tillman, and James D. Van 

Valkenburg. 
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James D Van Valkenburg
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