
J.S. BIRD 

SOUTH CAROLINA  

MARKED & RETAILED 
ALABAMA 

CONFEDERATE  

SHORT ARTILLERY SWORD 

This exceptionally rare Confederate short artillery sword is believed to have been made in Mobile, 

Alabama by an unknown maker. At the beginning of the Civil War, the South had few armories and 

fewer factories capable of producing arms; and as a result, several small arms manufacturers began 

operations across the vast southern landscape. This sword is a product of one of those small southern 

arms manufacturers that sprang up to fill the needs of the Confederacy. It is one of the hardest 

Confederate short artillery swords to find; but this one is extremely unique in that it may be one of two 

known exiting examples retailed in Charleston, South Carolina by John S. Bird and stamped “S. 

CAROLINA” on the handle above the retailer mark:                       The other is in a museum.                             
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The sword is 23 3/4 inches long with an 18 1/2 inch blade which is tight to the hilt with no movement. 

The brass guard has 9 concentrical rings for the grip, and a cross-guard is cast in a forward direction. 

In the center of the guard is the retailer stamp for J.S. BIRD and above it is stamped S. CAROLINA. 

There are several dings and bumps in the guard as well as nicks in the blade; and with manification, 

you can see that the letters follow the contour of the dings and dents, which indicate the the markings 

were done prior to the indentations cause by heavy use.  

This known example with these marks may possibly have been carried by the younger J.S. Bird since 

he was a member of the Palmetto Guard; and they were retained as artilleryman when ordered to 

Commings Point. The Palmetto Guard was redesignated as I Company, 2nd South Carolina regiment, 

in which Bird is listed as Private Bird, J. B. He fought at the First Battle of Manassas afterwhich he was 

assigned to the Commisary Department. Then again, if he did not carry it, he is associated with the 

sword since it was supplied to the state of South Carolina by his family’s business. 
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BIRD JOHN S & Co. 
John S. Bird Sr. was born in England and migrated to South Carolina in the early 19th Century where 

he established his business: BIRD JOHN S & Co. The 1849 Directory for the city of Charleston list the 

company as a "Military & Fancy Shop" at 225 King Street. Bird was deeded the land on the west side 

of King Street on September 6th, 1824, by the Sheriff of Charleston. Reference: Acts of the General 

Assembly of the State of South Carolina 1847. The 1859 Charleston Directory - Buisness Directory 

(pg15), list BIRD JOHN S. & Co.(Charles H. Bird,) Military Goods, 225 King h. Morris, cor. St. Phillips, 

(See Advertisement).   

John S. Bird Sr. was born in England and migrated to South Carolina in the early 19th Century where 

he established his business: BIRD JOHN S & Co. The 1849 Directory for the city of Charleston list the 

company as a "Military & Fancy Shop" at 225 King Street. Bird was deeded the land on the west side 

of King Street on September 6th, 1824, by the Sheriff of Charleston. Reference: Acts of the General 

Assembly of the State of South Carolina 1847. The 1859 Charleston Directory - Buisness Directory 

(pg15), list BIRD JOHN S. & Co.(Charles H. Bird,) Military Goods, 225 King h. Morris, cor. St. Phillips, 

(See Advertisement). 
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In January 1845, which was the same year the younger John S. Bird Jr. was born, the senior Bird 

sued an English uniform maker to recover sixty-eight dollars for the value of 4 silk military sashes, 

bargained and sold by the plantiff to the defendant.  

 

 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



In 2013, a very rare Monumental American Classical Carved and Gilded Pier Mirror, early 19th c., was 

discovered with a labeled John S. Bird, Charleston, South Carolina on the back side. 
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In 1860, the younger 25-year-old John S. Bird was working in his father business and a member of the 

Palmetto Guard. He was gifted the “Lone Star and Palmetto” flag which flew from the masthead of the 

Palmetto Line brig John N. Jones when it was in New York City, and he carried the flag at the unofficial 

company flag of the Palmetto Guard.  

 

 

 

FORT SUMTER 

The opening shots of the Civil War were fired on April 12, 1861. The fort was begun in 1829, one of a 

series of coastal fortifications built by the United States after the War of 1812. As with many Federal 

projects, enslaved laborers and craftsmen were among those who worked on this structure. The fort 

was still unfinished when Maj. Robert Anderson moved his 85-man garrison into it the day after 

Christmas 1860, setting in motion events that would tear the nation asunder four months later. Brig. 

Gen. Pierre G.T. Beauregard commanded Confederate forces at Charleston, S.C., in March and April 

1861 and again from August 1862 to May 1864. He had been one of Anderson's artillery students at 

West Point in 1837 and, while determined to evict the Federal troops from Fort Sumter, did not 

welcome the prospect of firing on his old friend and former instructor. After Anderson surrendered on 

April 14, 1861, Pvt. John S. Bird Jr. of the Palmetto Guards raised the unit's six-by nine-foot flag 

over the captured fort. 
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2nd South Carolina Infantry Regiment 

Bird’s Combat Service 
 

Confederate Regiments & Batteries * South Carolina 

 

“2nd Palmetto Regiment” 

1861 

April At Moultrie Island during the bombardment of Fort Sumter. 

May 8 The 2nd South Carolina Infantry Regiment was organized near Richmond under the 

command of Colonel Joseph B. Kershaw, Lt. Colonel K.P. Jones, and Major Artemis D. 

Goodwin. 

Company A “Governor’s Guard”— Captain William H. Casson. Richland District. 
Company B “Butler’s Guards”— Captain Augustus P Hoke, Greenville District. 
Company C “Columbia Grays”— Captain William Wallace, Richland District. 
Company D “Sumter Guards”— Captain John A. Richardson District. 
Company E “Camden Volunteers”— Captain John D. Kennedy, Kershaw District. 
Company F “Secession Guard”— Captain William W. Perryman, Anderson District. 
Company G “Flat Rock Guards”— Captain Columbus C. Haile, Kershaw District. 
Company H “Lancaster Invincibles”— Captain Amos W. McManus, Lancaster 
District. 
Company I “Palmetto Guards”— Captain George. B. Cuthbert, Charleston 
District. 
Company K “Brooks Guards Volunteers”— Captain Andrew B. Rhett, Charleston 
District. 

Surgeon—Dr. F. Salmond, Kershaw. 
Quartermaster—W. S. Wood, Columbia. 
Commissary—J. J. Villepigue. 
Chaplain—A. J. McGruder. 

July Moved to Manassas and assigned to Bonham’s Brigade 

July 21 First Manassas (Bull Run) 

The regiment lost 5 men killed and 6 officers and 37 enlisted men wounded 
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https://civilwarintheeast.com/confederate-regiments/
https://civilwarintheeast.com/confederate-regiments/south-carolina/
https://civilwarintheeast.com/people/john-doby-kennedy/


Private Bird, J. B. 
(J. S. Bird)  
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Encampment of Palmetto Guard, Sumter Guard, and Marion Artillery, the companies who fought the Comings (i.e., Cummings) Point Batteries 
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This is a Letter to Laure Beauregard Larendon who is P.G.T Beauregard grand-daughter. She was the guest of 

honor as the Charleston, South Carolina 1899 United Confederate Veterans reunion. From what I read from old 

newspapers; it looks like John S Bird raised the first flag - The Palmetto - over Fort Sumter. Newspaper articles say 

he raised the flag and waved it on stage over Miss Larendon. The 2nd is a pencil drawing of a dove and the 

Palmetto Flag signed by Bird. The letter reads: Charleston S.C. May 11, 1899 Miss Laura Beauregard Larendon, 

Charleston S.C. My dear Miss Larendon: I was requested by General Walker to escort you on stage yesterday when 

the FLAG was presented, as I was the first one to raise it over Fort Sumter's walls, your beloved Grand-father being 

in command of the Fort at that time. Circumstances rendered it impossible for me to avail myself of that pleasure. I 

hope to call on you personally shortly and this extend my greetings to the Grand-daughter of our most distinguished 

General. With Kind wishes, I am, yours respectfully, John S Bird. The 2nd is artwork from John Bird of a dove 

holding the Palmetto Flag with a piece of the flag pinned to it and it reads: A piece of the first Palmetto Flag which 

was raised over Fort Sumter by John S Bird - It was presented by him at Charleston Reunion May, 1899 and 

was waved over me Laure Beauregard Larendon. 
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