
FRANCIS. M. JONES 
(F. M. Jones & Frank M. Jones)  

 

Born Mar 8, 1837 - Died after 1908 
He enlisted Oct-1861 Monroeville as a private later 2nd Lt in Company E, 23rd 

Alabama Infantry 
 

Muster out as a 3rd Lieutenant 
 

"E" CO. ALABAMA 23RD INFANTRY REGIMENT 
 

 

 
 

Served until close of war  
 

Captured May 17, 1863 at Champion Hill  
 

Paroled & Exchanged February 20,1865 
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Twenty-Third Alabama 
Infantry Regiment 

 

This regiment organized at Montgomery, Nov. 19, 1861. Ordered shortly after, to 
Mobile, it was attached to General Gladden's brigade, and remained there till the 
following February. During a stay there of two months the regiment lost 82 men by 
disease. It then moved into east Tennessee, and was first brigaded under Gen. 
Leadbetter of Mobile, afterwards under Gen. Barton of Tennessee, and in June 1862 
under Col. Taylor of Kentucky.  

The Twenty-third performed much arduous duty in east Tennessee, and formed part of 
Stephenson's division, Kirby Smith's corps, in the Kentucky campaign. When the army 
returned to Tennessee, a brigade was formed of the Twentieth, Twenty-third, Thirtieth, 
Thirth-first, and Forty-sixth Alabama regiments, and placed under Gen. Tracy of 
Madison. In December 1862, with Stephenson's division, the Twenty-third was moved 
to Vicksburg, and a few days later was present at the fight at Chicasa Bayou. It was 
hotly engaged at Port Gibson, where the brigade commander fell, and lost heavily 
there in killed and wounded, and captured. Gen. S.D. Lee then took command of the 
brigade.  

At Baker's Creek the Twenty-third was engaged, and lost a number captured. The next 
day it was in the fight at Big Black bridge, and when the army fell back, the regiment 
was left, by oversight, and for twelve hours resisted the whole federal army, without 
severe loss. Retiring into Vicksburg, the regiment shared in that siege, fighting day and 
night, but without many casualties.  

Paroled immediately, the regiment was soon exchanged, and joined the Army of 
Tennessee just after the battle of Chickamauga, Gen. Pettus of Dallas commanding 
the brigade. The Twenty-third took part at Mission Ridge with light loss, and wintered at 
Dalton. At the beginning of the campaign, it suffered heavy loss at Resaca, but was 
constantly in front of Sherman all the way down the bloody path to Atlanta and 
Jonesboro, suffering very severely in the latter battle.  

The regiment marched with Gen. Hood into Tennessee, was engaged at Columbia with 
considerable loss, and at Nashville, where many of the men were captured. It guarded 
the rear of the retreating army, and moved into the Carolinas. From Branchville to 
Bentonville, it fought Sherman, and was consolidated with the Forty-sixth Alabama, 
with J.B. Bibb as colonel, Osceola Kyle of Coosa as lieutenant colonel, and J.T. Hester 
as major, and surrendered at Salisbury, North Carolina. Nearly 1200 names were on 
the rolls of the Twenty-third; it had 436 muskets at Rocky-face, and 76 surrendered at 
Salisbury, under Col. Bibb. 
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CONFEDERATE ALABAMA TROOPS 

23rd Regiment, Alabama Infantry 

23rd Infantry Regiment was organized at Montgomery, Alabama, in November, 1861. 
Men of this unit were drawn from the counties of Wilcox, Macon, Monroe, Clarke, 
Conecuh, Marengo, Lowndes, Baldwin, and Choctaw. It moved to Mobile and during 
the next two months lost 82 men by disease. Later the unit was ordered to Tennessee, 
was active in Kentucky, then in December, 1862, transferred to Tracy's Brigade, 
Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana. It fought at Chickasaw Bayou, Port 
Gibson, Champion's Hill, Big Black River Bridge, and Vicksburg, where it was 
captured. Exchanged and reorganized, it was assigned to General Pettus' Brigade, 
Army of Tennessee. The 23rd participated in various conflicts from  
Chattanooga to Atlanta, saw action in Tennessee under Hood, and ended the war in 
North Carolina. During December, 1861, it totaled 674 men, sustained 18 casualties at 
Chattanooga, and had 374 effectives and 282 arms in December, 1863. The regiment 
contained 202 men in January, 1865, and surrendered with 75 in April. The field 
officers were Colonels Franklin K. Beck and Joseph B. Bibb; and Majors James J. 
Hester, John J. Longmire, Francis McMurray, and Felix Tait. 

23d Alabama Infantry 
VICKSBURG 

 

Regimental marker located on Confederate 

Avenue north of Fort Garrott. During the 

Battle of Chickasaw Bayou, the regiment 

was assigned to Brig. Gen. Edward D. 

Tracy's Brigade of Maj. Gen'ls. Martin Luther 

Smith's (until 30 Dec 1862) and Carter L. 

Steven's 2d Military District in Lt. Gen. John 

C. Pemberton's Department of Mississippi 

and East Louisiana, and commanded by 

Col. Franklin K. Beck. This unit was 

attached to Brig. Gen. Edward D. Tracy's (killed in action 1 May 1863) and Col. Isham 

W. Garrott's (killed in action 17 June 1863) Brigade of Brig. Gen. John S. Bowen's 

Confederate Forces at the Battle of Port Gibson, Stevenson's Division, Lt. Gen. John 

C. Pemberton's Army of Vicksburg, and commanded by Col. Franklin K. Beck and 

Capt. A.C. Robards.  

ARIZONA SWORDS



BATTLES 
Kentucky Campaign 

Cumberland Gap Sep - Oct 1862 
Sep 17, 1862 

Vicksburg Campaign 
Chickasaw Bayou, Mississippi 

Port Gibson, Mississippi 
Champion's Hill, Mississippi 
Big Black Bayou, Mississippi 

Siege of Vicksburg, Mississippi Dec 1862 - Jul 1863 
Jan 1, 1863 
May 1, 1863 

May 16, 1863 
May 17, 1863 

May - Jul 1863 
1863 Tennessee Campaign 

• Siege of Chattanooga, Tennessee 
• Missionary Ridge, Georgia Nov 1863 

• Nov 1863 
• Nov 25, 1863 

Atlanta Campaign 
Demonstration at Rocky Face Ridge, Georgia 

Rocky Face Ridge, Georgia 
Resaca, Georgia 

New Hope Church 
Kolb's Farm 

Siege of Atlanta, Georgia 
Bald Hill 

Ezra Church 
Jonesborough, Georgia 

Demonstration at Resaca, GA May - Sep 1864 
Feb 25, 1864 

May 5 - 11, 1864 
May 14, 1864 

May 25-26, 1864 ARIZONA SWORDS



Jun 22, 1864 
Jul - Sep 1864 
Jul 22, 1864 
Jul 28, 1864 

Aug 31 - Sep 1, 1864 
1864 Tennessee Campaign 

Diversion at Columbia, Tennessee 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Rear-guard Action at Duck River, Tennessee Nov - Dec 1864 
Nov 29, 1864 

Dec 15-16, 1864 
Dec 17, 1864 

Carolinas Campaign 
Orangeburg. 

Oct, South Carolina 
Kinston, North Carolina 

Bentonville, North Carolina Feb - Apr 1865 
Feb 12, 1865 

Mar 8 - 10, 1865 
Mar 19 - 21, 1865 
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Vicksburg Civil War 
The Vicksburg Campaign was a series of maneuvers and battles in the Western Theater of the 
American Civil War directed against Vicksburg, Mississippi, a fortress city that dominated the last 
Confederate-controlled section of the Mississippi River. The Union Army of the Tennessee under the 
command of Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant gained control of the river by capturing this stronghold and 
defeating Confederate Lt. Gen. John C. Pemberton's forces stationed there. 
  
The campaign consisted of many important naval operations, troop maneuvers, failed initiatives, and 
eleven distinct battles over the period December 26, 1862, to July 4, 1863. Military historians divide 
the campaign into two formal phases: Operations Against Vicksburg (December 1862–January 1863) 
and Grant's Operations Against Vicksburg (March–July 1863). 
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The Battle of Champion Hill 

May 16, 1863 

by 

Francis Vinton Greene 

From CAMPAIGNS OF THE CIVIL WAR: THE MISSISSIPPI, published by Scribner & Sons, 1882 
On the 15th McClernand's division had moved as follows: Hovey's from Clinton to 
Bolton, Osterhaus' from Raymond to the cross roads half way to Bolton, Carr's from 
Raymond to the first cross roads northwest of that town, A. J. Smith's (followed by 
Blair's of Sherman's corps) from Auburn to Raymond. On the same day McPherson's 
corps had marched from Jackson to within a few miles of Hovey's bivouac at Bolton. 
On the night of May 15, therefore, Grant had seven divisions, almost 32,000 men, in 
close supporting distance between Bolton and Raymond, occupying all the roads 
which converged from these points on Edwards' Station. Grant in person reached 
Clinton from Jackson at 4:45 p.m. on the 15th and immediately sent orders to 
McClernand to move forward cautiously, feeling the enemy if he encountered him, but 
not to bring on an engagement unless he felt entirely able to contend with him; also, to 
order Blair to move forward with him. 

Grant passed the night at Clinton, and at daylight the next morning two men, 
employees on the railroad, who had passed through Pemberton's camp that day 
before, were brought to his headquarters. They stated that Pemberton had 80 
regiments, estimated at 25,000 men in all, and that he was moving to attack Grant's 
rear. Grant thereupon sent a courier with an order to Sherman to bring one of his 
divisions with the utmost possible speed to Bolton, and to follow with the other as soon 
as possible. He also ordered McPherson to move on rapidly beyond Bolton in support 
of Hovey, and McClernand to establish communication between the divisions of Blair 
and Osterhaus, and keep it up, moving forward cautiously. He then rode to the front. 
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It will be seen by looking at the map from the direct road from Raymond to Bolton 
(about 8 miles long), there are three roads leading to Edwards' station. They were 
known as the direct Raymond Road, the middle Raymond Road, and the Clinton Road. 
The first diverges about one mile out from Raymond, and leads direct to Edwards' 
Station, crossing Baker's Creek at a ford; the second diverges about two miles farther, 
and joins the third on the southern side of Champion's Hill; the third passes half a mile 
south of Bolton, and is the direct road from Clinton to Edwards' Station. Champion's Hill 
- then a portion of the plantation of a Mr. Champion - is not more than 70-80 feet in 
height, but it is quite a prominent feature in an otherwise flat landscape. Its northern 
side is abrupt, cut up with steep ravines, and heavily wooded. The eastern and 
southern slopes are more gentle and are partly open. The Clinton Road, coming in a 
westerly direction, strikes the northeast slope of the hill near the point where 
Champion's house then stood, then turns sharply to the south, passing around the 
eastern slope of the hill till it meets the middle road, then turn sharply to the west again 
and goes on to the bridge over Baker's Creek, at the foot of the western slope. 

On the morning of the 16th the position was a follows: Hovey's division was on the 
Clinton road, moving west from Bolton to Champion's Hill, with McPherson's corps a 
few miles behind them; Osterhaus, followed by Carr, was on the middle road, moving 
northwest to the same point; and A. J. Smith, followed by Blair, was on the direct 
Raymond road, near Elliston's, moving forward toward Edwards' Station. 

On the Confederate side Loring was on the Raymond Road near Elliston's skirmishing 
with A. J. Smith, Bowen was in the center, on a small cross-road leading to 
Champion's Hill, and Stevenson was on the left, at the junction of the Clinton and 
middle roads. All three were under orders to countermarch to Edwards' Station. It was 
soon found, however, that the Union troops (McClernand's) were pressing their rear so 
closely that the order to countermarch could not be carried out. It was necessary to 
stop and fight. Orders were therefore given to form line of battle behind a creek running 
in front of the crossroad above-mentioned. This position was assumed between 9 and 
10 A.M. As the skirmishing and artillery firing increased in amount on the Raymond 
Road as soon as the enemy made a stand, McClernand sent word to Grant at 9:45 
A.M. to ask if he should bring on a general engagement. Grant had ridden forward from 
Clinton early in the morning and near Bolton had found McPherson's corps repairing a 
bridge, and the road in front of them blocked with Hovey's wagons. These were quickly 
moved out of the way and McPherson's corps resumed its advance. Grant came up 
with Hovey's division not far from the Champion's house about 10 A.M. Hovey's 
skirmishers were already in contact with the enemy, and he was forming his men in 
readiness to bring on an action at any moment, but Grant directed him not to attack 
until he heard from McClernand. 

About noon McClernand's 9:45 A.M. dispatch was received, asking if he should bring 
on an engagement. From the bearer Grant learned that McClernand was between two 
and three miles distant. Grant sent a written reply at 12:35 P.M., directing McClernand 
to attack the enemy in force, if opportunity occurred. Subsequently verbal messages 
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were sent, directing him to push forward with all rapidity. These orders did not reach 
McClernand until after 2 P.M. He immediately ordered Smith and Osterhaus to "attack 
the enemy vigorously, and press for victory." But the attack was by no means vigorous. 

On the other flank, McPherson's corps had reached the field about 11:00 A. M., 
Logan's division in the lead, with Crocker a short distance in the rear. As soon as 
Logan arrived, Hovey's two brigades were deployed on the left (southeast) of the 
Clinton Road, and two brigades of Logan's division formed on the right of the road, the 
third brigade being held in reserve. Hovey's men immediately advanced, and swinging 
their left flank forward, they began climbing the eastern front of the hill under a heavy 
fire. The troops opposed to them were two brigades of Stevenson's division. While 
Hovey had been forming his men and waiting for the arrival of McPherson, Stevenson 
had noticed the concentration on his left flank, and had taken the brigade (Barton's) on 
his extreme right and sent it in rear of his line to the extreme left to take position in the 
woods on Champion's Hill facing north; the other two brigades (Lee's and Cumming's) 
had been marched by the left flank along the road, and had taken position around the 
northeast point of the hill, where the Clinton road ascends it, and from there to the left; 
his fourth brigade (Reynolds') had gone back with the trains toward Edwards' Station. 

Hovey's attack led against the right flank of Stevenson's new position, and the men 
gradually fought their way up to the hill, driving back Cumming's brigade fully 600 
yards, and capturing 11 guns, the horses of which had nearly all been killed by the 
well-directed fire of Hovey's batteries posted near Champion's house. While Hovey 
was making this attack, two brigades (J. E. Smith's and Leggett's) of Logan's division 
had advanced against the northern slope of the hill on Hovey's right. They gradually 
and steadily drove the enemy before them as they advanced against the northern 
slope of the hill on Hovey's right. They gradually and steadily drove the enemy before 
them as they climbed the wooded slope; and when their attack was well advanced, the 
third brigade (Stevenson's) of this division, which had been kept in reserve for about an 
hour, was brought up on their right and sent across a ravine, penetrating between 
Lee's and Barton's brigades, cutting off the latter from all communications with the rest 
of his division, and capturing 7 guns. 

Hovey maintained his position until about 2 P.M. when the enemy was heavily 
reinforced, and he was driven back. In moving over the left during the morning, 
Stevenson had noticed Pemberton that the main attack was evidently to be on his left 
flank, and if successful it would cut off the line of retreat to Edwards' Station. He 
therefore intended to move as rapidly as possible to meet it, but in so doing, he would 
necessarily leave a gap between his division and Bowen's. On receipt of this, 
Pemberton ordered Bowen to follow Stevenson and keep this gap closed. Shortly after 
3:00 P.M. Bowen closed up with Stevenson, and found Hovey's men in possession of 
the rest of the hill and of the captured guns. The leading brigade (Cockrell's) was 
immediately sent into action against Hovey, followed quickly by the other brigade 
(Green's). 
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Overpowered by superior numbers, Hovey's men were formed to give way; they fell 
back slowly, fighting desperately for every front, but were gradually driven down the hill 
and back through the open fields around Champion's house, losing all but two of the 
eleven guns which they had captured. But by this time Crocker's division had come up 
and on an appeal from Hovey to Grant for reinforcements, this division was ordered to 
support Hovey. These two divisions now moved forward again, driving the 
Confederates before them, and for the third time contesting the possession of the slop 
of the hill. In sight of this advance, Cumming's brigade, of Stevenson's division, broke 
and fled; Bowen's Missouri troops made a desperate fight, but were finally forced to 
give way, losing five of the guns which had previously been lost and recaptured. They 
made their retreat through a crossroad near that where they had first formed in the 
morning and reaching the direct Raymond Road, they retreated to the ford over 
Baker's Creek. Stevenson's division was completely routed and broken up; Barton's 
brigade retreated across Baker's Creek by the bridge on the Clinton Road, hotly 
pursued by Logan's men, and Cumming's and Lee's brigades fled in confusion to the 
Raymond Road, and thence to the ford. 

When the attack became so decided on the left flank, Loring was at first ordered to 
send one, and then a second brigade to the assistance of Stevenson and Bowen. 
Buford's brigade moved first, followed by Featherston's with Loring in person; the third 
brigade (Tilghman's) was left on the lower road to confront Smith's and Blair's 
divisions. The two brigades did not reach the forks of the Clinton and middle roads 
before the entire left flank was routed. Loring was then notified to form his men 
between the Clinton and Raymond roads, to cover the retreat of Bowen's division and 
pick up some of Stevenson's fugitives. In this position he was attacked by Osterhaus' 
division and soon gave way. He fell back again to the Raymond Road, and there met 
Tilghman's brigade, which had made a gallant attack against Smith's division, in the 
course of which Tilghman had been killed; the brigade had been repulsed and was 
now falling back. Loring then retreated along the Raymond Road toward the ford on 
Baker's Creek having received word from Stevenson and Bowen that they would hold 
the ford until he arrived. But they were unable to keep their words, for about sunset, a 
portion of Carr's division, which had moved rapidly forward and crossed at the bridge 
on the Clinton Road, began taking a position which would command the Raymond 
Road. 

Stevenson and Bowen moved off hastily while there was yet time, and when Loring 
reached the ford, he found the Union troops on the opposite bank. He then turned back 
in search of another ford lower down the creek, and wandered about on unknown 
roads during several hours of the night, abandoning all his artillery - only to learn when 
he did find a ford that the Union troops were already in Edwards' Station, thus 
completely cutting him off from the rest of the army. He therefore moved off to the 
south, and on the following day reported to Johnston his arrival, "without baggage, 
wagons, or cooking utensils," at Crystal Springs, on the New Orleans Railroad, 25 
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miles south of Jackson. Bowen's division, and the remnants of Stevenson's made their 
way back to the Big Black River. 

The rout of Pemberton's army was complete. But if McClernand had acted with the 
energy shown by McPherson, and the three division commanders with him, Logan, 
Hovey, and Crocker, every man in Pemberton's army would probably have been 
captured. Hovey's and Logan's divisions brought on the battle by an energetic attack, 
and when Pemberton threw his whole force upon them, the three together bore the 
brunt of the battle. 

McClernand had four divisions - more than half of the army - on the middle and 
Raymond roads. Had he thrown his men in with the vigor displayed by Hovey and 
Logan, he would have brushed aside the small force in front of him, and cut off the 
retreat by the Raymond Road to the front, in the same manner that Logan cut off the 
Clinton Road to the bridge. Pemberton would have been confronted with superior 
forces on three sides, and an impassable stream on the fourth, and in the demoralized 
condition of his men that evening, he would have had no option but to surrender. That 
these four divisions under McClernand's command were not energetically employed is 
abundantly shown by the following table of losses. 

But if Pemberton's army was not captured it was very thoroughly routed, with the loss 
of 24 pieces of artillery; its wagons were saved, owing to their early departure during 
the morning under the orders for a retrograde movement to join Johnston. 

The Battle of Champion Hill 

May 16, 1863 

By William C. Everhart 

Vicksburg National Military Park, Mississippi 
National Park Service Historical Handbook Series No. 21, Washington, D.C., 1954. 

Events preceding the battle of Champion's Hill emphasized the opposing tactical views 
held by the two Confederate commanders. Pemberton believed the retention of 
Vicksburg so imperative that no move that might endanger the city should be 
considered. It was Johnston's view that Admiral Porter's successful passage of the 
batteries and Grant's approach from the rear had already doomed the city, and that it 
was consequently valuable only for the military supplies and troops which it contained. 
Johnston believed that the South's only chance to prevent loss of the Mississippi was 
for Pemberton and himself to join forces and fight the great battle, which might smash 
and destroy Grant's Army. 
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Harper's Weekly sketch of the Battle of Champion Hill.    (Mississippi Department of Archives & History) 

On the morning of May 14, Pemberton, at Edwards Station, received the dispatch from 
Johnston (a copy of which Grant had already intercepted) informing him of the position 
of Union troops at Clinton, between the two Confederate forces, and ordering him "if 
practicable, come up on his [Grant's] rear at once." Pemberton considered the 
order "suicidal." Convinced that Johnston's recent arrival on the field and separation 
from the main body did not give him sufficient information to survey the situation 
accurately, Pemberton called a council of war and placed the order before his 
commanders. Although a majority of his council favored obedience to Johnston's order, 
Pemberton was unwilling to endorse a movement which might endanger Vicksburg. It 
was decided to move instead against Grant's supposed communications which were 
believed essential to the Union Army's existence away from the river. 

On May 15, Pemberton marched to the southeast with 17,000 men, his route further 
separating him from Johnston to the north. Grant, meanwhile, prepared to head 
westward, his line of march threatening to pierce the gap between Johnston and 
Pemberton and beat both of them in the race for Vicksburg. On the morning of the 
16th, a second order was received from Johnston ordering Pemberton to move to the 
north and join Johnston. This order was obeyed, but as Pemberton's troops were 
countermarching, they were struck by Union troops. 

The battle of Champion's Hill centered around a crescent-shaped ridge of about 75 feet 
elevation near the Champion plantation home and involved three parallel roads leading 
from Edwards Station to Raymond. Each of Pemberton's three divisions - led by 
General Bowen, General Loring, and Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson - covered one of 
these roads. The battle opened shortly before noon on the 16th when Brig. Gen. A. P. 
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Hovey's Union Division, supported by Logan's Division, attacked along the north road 
which passed over the slope of Champion's Hill. From the crest of the hill, Stevenson's 
Confederate Division opened a heavy fire on the advancing Union lines which steadily 
mounted the ridge, driving the Confederates back and capturing 11 guns. To meet this 
threat to the Confederate left flank, Bowen's Division was shifted to the north to prevent 
a breakthrough. Re-forming his lines, Bowen counterattacked the ridge position. He 
dislodged the Federal infantry, driving them from the slope, and recaptured all but two 
of the lost guns. 

Grant, in turn, was now compelled to reinforce his hard-pressed right, and at 3:30 p.m. 
massed Union batteries concentrated fire on the ridge. The Federal infantry followed 
with heavy and repeated attacks along the entire line, and for the third time the hill 
changed hands. Pemberton was unable to rally his troops against these attacks, and 
the divisions of Bowen and Stevenson began to retreat toward Baker's Creek. Loring 
was detailed to hold the road open for the withdrawal of the Confederate Army. Before 
Loring could rejoin the main body, after its crossing of the stream the Union Army 
secured the crossings. Loring was thus cut off, and he was only able to join Johnston 
after a long 3-day march around the Union Army. Pemberton retreated toward 
Vicksburg and that night took position at Big Black River, 12 miles east of the city. 

The battle of Champion's Hill (or Baker's Creek) was the bloodiest action of the 
Vicksburg campaign. The numbers actually engaged were relatively equal, although a 
large Union reserve was close at hand. Pemberton lost nearly 4,000 men, not counting 
the entire division of Loring which was lost to his army. Grant listed casualties of 2,500, 
with Hovey losing one-third of his entire division killed and wounded. 

 Champion Hill Maps 

 
Map drawn by Union Engineers. 
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Map drawn at the request of General Hovey to show the location of his forces near the Champion House. 
[This map is distorted, but can be used generally to see the location of forces near the Champion House] 

 
Map drawn by C.S.A. Major Samuel Lockett, Chief Engineer of Vicksburg Defenses. 

[This map contains glaring inaccuracies, including the number of roads leading from Raymond to Edwards] 
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A brief history from "A Guide to the Campaign & Siege of Vicksburg" 

Champion Hill, the decision battle of the Vicksburg Campaign, began about 7:00 a.m. 
Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton, the Confederate commander, deployed his 
three divisions in a three-mile-long battle line that ran from southwest to northeast 
along a ridge overlooking Jackson Creek. His position was suited for defense and was 
especially formidable against attacks along the Middle and Raymond roads. He was, 
however, unaware that one of the three Union columns was pushing down the Jackson 
Road toward his unprotected left flank on Champion Hill. If unchecked, this Union force 
could capture Edwards and cut the Confederates off from their base of operation - 
Vicksburg. Shortly aft 9:00 a.m. a courier brought warning of the Federal advance 
along the Jackson Road. Confederate troops were shifted to the left to cover 
Champion Hill and protect the vital crossroads. Federal soldiers arrived near the 
Champion house, swung from column into double line of battle and unlimbered their 
artillery. The battle roared into action. 

Major General Grant established his headquarters at the Champion house. He ordered 
his 10,000 men on the Jackson Road to move forward in magnificent style with flags 
flying. The long blue lines extended westward beyond the Confederate flank. To meet 
this threat, Confederate troops shifted farther to the west creating a gap between the 
forces defending the crossroads and those defending the Raymond Road. 

By 11:30 a.m. the Federals closed in on the Confederate main line of resistance. With 
a cheer they stormed the position. The fighting was intense as the battle raged on 
Champion Hill. The lines swayed back and forth as charge and countercharge were 
made. Shortly after 1:00 p.m. the strength of numbers prevailed. The blue tide swept 
over the crest of Champion Hill. 

The Confederates fell back in disorder to the Jackson Road followed closely by the 
hard-driving Federals. The powerful Union drive captured the crossroads and severed 
the Jackson Road escape route. Confronted by disaster, Pemberton ordered his two 
remaining divisions to counterattack. Leaving one brigade to guard the Raymond 
Road, the Confederates moved from their right along the Ratliff Road toward the 
crossroads. Brigadier General John S. Bowen's 4,500 men attacked the Federals near 
the crossroads. Using bayonets they drove the Federals back and gained control of 
Champion Hill. Outnumbered, the Confederate attack faltered short of the Champion 
house. 

Grant ordered up fresh troops to drive back the Confederates and moved the Federals 
forward along the Middle and Raymond roads. Confederate resistance was shattered 
and Pemberton ordered his army from the field. 

Federal combat strength: 32,000. Casualties: 2,441. 
Confederate combat strength: 22,000. Casualties: 3,840 
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THE TWENTY-THIRD ALABAMA INFANTRY 
 

This regiment was armed by private enterprise and organized at Montgomery in 
November, 1861 
 
It first served at Mobile and then in the Kentucky campaign. It took a prominent part at 
Port Gibson, May 1, 1863, and lost heavily; was at Baker's Creek, May 16th; at Big 
Black, May 17th; and served in the trenches during the siege of Vicksburg, May 18th to 
July 4th. 
 
It joined the army of Tennessee in October, 1864, and fought at Lookout Mountain and 
Missionary Ridge, November 23rd to 25th; was with Johnston in his campaign in 
Georgia in 1864, and suffered very heavily at Jonesboro; was with Hood in Tennessee, 
and did splendid service in covering the retreat of Hood's army from Nashville. 
 
The regiment last won distinction at Bentonville, March 19-21, 1865. 
 
Capt. John Stevens was killed at Port Gibson, Col. Franklin K. Beck at Resaca, Maj. A. 
C. Roberts at New Hope, Capt. F. Butterfield at Atlanta, and Captain Rutherford at 
Jonesboro. 
 
Other field officers were Col. Joseph B. Bibb and Majs. Felix Tait, Francis McMurray, 
John J. Longmire, G. W. Mathieson and James T. Hester. 
 
Source:  Confederate Military History, vol. VIII, p. 129 
 
***************************************************************************** 
 
Report of Capt. A.C. Roberds, Twenty-third Alabama Infantry. 
ENTERPRISE, MISS., July 21, 1863. 
 
CAPT.: I have the honor to report that on May 17 the Twenty-third Alabama was 
ordered to take position on either side of the railroad on west bank of Big Black River, 
and hold the enemy in check should they attempt to cross. At this time the bridge was 
burning. Owing to the fact that the regiment did not receive the order to fall back when 
the rest of the army retreated toward Vicksburg, Col. [F. K.] Beck, commanding 
Twenty-third Alabama, held his position during the whole of the 17th under a heavy fire 
from (he enemy's artillery and sharpshooters, which we returned with effect. 
 
At 1 a.m. Of May 18, we took up the line of march, and consequently did not reach 
Vicksburg until late in the morning or' the 18th. In the afternoon we were ordered to 
take our position in the trenches with the rest of our brigade, the Twentieth Alabama 
occupying our right and the Thirty-first Alabama. On our left. The Twenty-third Alabama 
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held the position assigned it during the siege under an incessant fire from the enemy in 
our front. The artillery fire was severe during the whole siege, with occasional brief 
intermissions. At times it was excessively heavy. During the whole time the men and 
officers discharged their duty with firmness and steadiness. The fire from our trenches 
upon the enemy was slow and deliberate. We did not waste our powder, but no 
Abolitionist could show his head without danger from ball or buckshot. The necessity 
for constant watchfulness made the sentinel duty at night heavy and wearing, but the 
men, with a noble devotion to the cause in which their hearts are enlisted, stood to 
their posts with patience and cheerfulness. The enemy, much to the regret of the men, 
made no direct attack on the trenches which (he Twenty-third Alabama held, but they 
received a heavy and effective fire from us as they came into range of our guns in their 
attempts on the left and right of our brigade. 
 
Owing to Col. Beck's having his leg badly broken by a kick from a horse on the march 
from Vicksburg to this place, the duty has devolved on me, as the senior with the 
regiment during the siege, to make this report. I regret this, as our gallant colonel 
would doubtless have had a more extended report to make. I trust he will see fit to 
make an additional report when able, that honor may be given to whom honor is due. 
 
Below you will find a statement of the casualties in this regiment from May 17 to July 4, 
inclusive. Casualties in Twenty-third Alabama during the siege of Vicksburg: Killed, 17; 
wounded, 15. 
 
Lieut. M. A. Cobb, an efficient and gallant officer, was severely but it is hoped not 
dangerously wounded in the head. Two of those included in the wounded have since 
died of their wounds. 
 
Yours, very respectfully, 
 
A. C. ROBERDS, 
Capt. Company C, Twenty-third Alabama. 
 
Capt. WILLIAM ELLIOTT, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Brigade, Stevenson's Division. 
 
Source:  Official Records 
CHAP. XXXVI.]   THE SIEGE OF VICKSBURG, MISS.   PAGE 352-37 
[Series I. Vol. 24. Part II, Reports. Serial No. 37.] 
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Twenty-third Alabama Volunteer Infantry Regiment 

Regimental History -- Part One 

By Stephen R. Canerossi, 1995 

 

    The 23rd Alabama Volunteer Infantry Regiment mustered into Confederate service at 
Camp Wilcox near Montgomery, Alabama on November 19, 1861. The men enlisted for 

three years or the duration of the war. Like many other Confederate units, private 
citizens and the State of Alabama armed and equipped the Regiment rather than the 
Confederate government.   Colonel Franklin K. Beck assumed command as the 
Regiment's first commander and remained the Commander until his death near 
Resaca, Georgia in October, 1864.  Colonel Joseph B. Bibb was the Regiment's last 
commander. 

    The Regiment was initially assigned to the Army of Mobile and ordered to garrison 
Mobile, Alabama. The Regiment spent the winter of 1861-1862 in long hours of drill 
and training. Brigadier General Withers, their Brigade Commander, reported the 
Regiment's strength on December 2, 1861 as 30 officers and 333 men present with 
another 362 soldiers assigned but absent.   On February 18, 1862, General Braxton 
Bragg ordered the Regiment, along with the 5th Georgia, 9th Mississippi, and the 20th 
Alabama Infantry Regiments, to move by train to Knoxville, Tennessee to strengthen 
the Confederate defenses on General Albert Sidney Johnston's eastern flank.  

    Shortly after their arrival in Tennessee, an outbreak of typhoid fever rendered both 
Alabama regiments ineffective for the month of March, 1862.   Many soldiers fell ill, and 
at least eight men died between the two regiments. On April 9, 1862, Major General E. 
Kirby Smith, the Department Commander, in response to a directive from the 
Confederate government following the defeat at Shiloh, Tennessee, ordered five 
regiments, including the 23rd Alabama, to move to Corinth, Mississippi to reinforce 
General P.T.G. Beauregard's army.   However, before the units could be moved, the 
order was canceled due to a Federal move threatening Knoxville, Tennessee. 

    In June, 1862, General Smith assigned the Regiment to Colonel T.H. Taylor's 
Brigade, stationed near Morristown, Tennessee.  The Regiment moved to Blain's 
Crossroads the third week of June, 1862, to oppose a threatened federal advance 
southward from the Cumberland Gap. After this failed to materialize, the Regiment was 
shifted further west to Clinton, Tennessee to oppose a Federal advance. 

    In August, 1862, the Confederate Army under General Braxton Bragg began its 
invasion of Kentucky. Taylor's Brigade, including the 23rd Alabama Infantry, was 
assigned the initial objective of driving Major General George Morgan's Union forces 
from the Cumberland Gap to open to way into Kentucky for General E. Kirby Smith's 
Army. This task was completed on September 17, 1862, and Taylor's Brigade followed 
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Morgan's forces northward into Kentucky forming General Smith's right flank. By the 
middle of October, 1862, General Smith's forces had advanced as far north as 
Lexington, Kentucky. However, General Bragg's defeat at the Battle of Perryville, 
Kentucky on October 18, 1862, forced all Confederate forces to fall back to 
Tennessee.   

    In November, 1862, following the Confederate withdrawal from Kentucky, General 
Smith reorganized his department in accordance with Confederate policy changes 
directing that units from the same state be brigaded together whenever possible. 
Accordingly, the 23rd Alabama Infantry was assigned to Brigadier General Tracy's 
Brigade, McCowan's Division along with two other Alabama units.   In December, 
1862, Tracy's Brigade was reassigned to Stevenson's Division and ordered to 
Mississippi to reinforce General Pemberton's Army opposing General Grant's attempt 
to seize Vicksburg. The unit moved by train through Atlanta, Georgia, and Mobile, 
Alabama, thereby missing the Battle of Stone's River, Tennessee on December 31, 
1862. 

    The Regiment arrived at Vicksburg, Mississippi on January 1, 1863, too late to 
participate in the repulse of General Sherman's Army at the Battle of Chickasaw 
Bayou. However, upon their arrival, General S.D. Lee ordered the Regiment, along 
with the 2nd Texas, 3rd Tennessee, and 30th Tennessee Infantry Regiments, to 
pursue the beaten Federal army back to their transports on the Yazoo 
River.   Following that victory, the 23rd Alabama, along with the other regiments of 
Tracy's brigade, occupied defenses near Snyder's Bluff, Mississippi.   Lieutenant 
General Pemberton shifted Tracy's Brigade south to Warrington, Mississippi in March, 
1863 in response to General Grant's southward movement past Vicksburg to Hard 
Times on the Louisiana shore.  

    On May 1, 1863, the Regiment participated in the Battle of Port Gibson, Mississippi 
against General Grant's Army. In this battle, General Tracy's Brigade, numbering 1,516 
soldiers, was assigned to General Bowen's Division. General Bowen had about 5,500 
men engaged against roughly 23,000 Union troops.  

    Tracy's Brigade moved from Warrington, Mississippi, by a forced march of about 30 
miles, on April 29-30, 1863, to join General Green's Brigade at Port Gibson. The 
Regiment "...arrived, jaded from a forced march and without provisions. I [General 
Bowen] ordered them to halt near town, to collect stragglers, cook rations, and after a 
short rest to report to [General] Green, who would point out their position."   

    The Federal army began their attack about 1 a.m. on May 1, 1863, and by 8 a.m., 
the Confederate left flank under General Green was in trouble. General Bowen 
directed General Tracy to reinforce General Green. General Tracy ordered the 23rd 
Alabama and his artillery battery to move to Green's assistance. Immediately upon 
their arrival, General Bowen ordered the 23rd Alabama to support the 6th Mississippi 
Regiment and an Arkansas regiment, in charging an artillery battery to relieve the 
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pressure on his left flank. "I called upon the Sixth Mississippi to charge a battery in 
front of them, to which they nobly responded, and were well seconded by the Twenty-
third Alabama on their right, but not by the Arkansas troops, to their left."   These two 
regiments held this position for about an hour before being forced back to their starting 
positions.  

    General Bowen gave his troops the order to retire from the battlefield about a half 
hour before sundown. The Twenty-third Alabama Infantry, still with General Green's 
forces, was among the first to leave. The rest of General Tracy's Brigade, now under 
command of Colonel Garrott due to General Tracy's death, followed General Green's 
Brigade to Grand Gulf, Mississippi.  

    By May 15, 1863, Major General Stevenson's Division, including the 23rd Alabama 
Infantry, was posted at Edward's Depot, Mississippi.   That evening, in accordance with 
Lieutenant General Pemberton's orders, General Stevenson moved his division 20 
miles southeast to Raymond, Mississippi, in an attempt to sever the Union Army's lines 
of communication and supply. However, the next morning General Pemberton ordered 
the division to retrace its steps and move instead to Brownsville, Mississippi, where he 
intended to regroup his forces and join General Joseph E. Johnston's Army at Canton, 
Mississippi.  While enroute to Brownsville, General Grant's advance into Pemberton's 
right flank compelled him to make a defensive stand at Champion's Hill [Baker's Creek] 
on May 16, 1863.  

    General Pemberton placed General Stevenson's division on his left flank occupying 
Champion's Hill itself. Pemberton placed his other two divisions southward from 
Champion's Hill along a ridge line to block the federal approach.   The 23rd Alabama 
Infantry Regiment, as a part of Brigadier General Stephen D. Lee's Brigade, occupied 
the center of General Stevenson's Division. 

    General Grant began his attack at about 2 p.m. by assaulting General Stevenson's 
Division with General Hovey's and General Logan's Divisions. The Union force 
"...advanced in force on my [General S.D. Lee's] center and left, but was handsomely 
repulsed by the Forty-sixth, Thirtieth, and Twenty-third Alabama Regiments...".   The 
23rd Alabama Infantry "...having moved forward under a heavy fire and driven back a 
battery of the enemy which had been placed within 400 yards of our line."   However, 
General Lee's right flank was not as stout and had been forced to retreat. This exposed 
his center to enfilade fire and he "... ordered the Forty-sixth, Thirtieth, and Twenty-third 
Alabama Regiments to retire about 600 yards to the rear, where my second line was 
formed. These three regiments behaved with distinguished gallantry, retaining their 
positions against heavy odds."  

    General Grant continued to hammer away at Pemberton's left flank with increasingly 
greater numbers of men, until the pressure became too great and General Stevenson's 
Division gave way. General Pemberton ordered his men to retreat and formed a new 
defensive position at Big Black Bayou, 10 miles east of Vicksburg. 
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    General Stevenson's Division assumed the role as Lieutenant General Pemberton's 
reserve force and bivouacked at Bovina Station about four miles west of the 
Confederate position at Big Black Bayou. Following General Grant's successful assault 
at Big Black Bayou, General Pemberton ordered General Stevenson to cover his 
defeated army's retreat to Vicksburg. General Stevenson assigned this mission to 
General S.D. Lee's Brigade, who placed his soldiers in a temporary defensive position 
on the western heights overlooking Big Black Bayou. The Confederate Army began 
their retreat to Vicksburg about 10 a.m. protected by General Lee's Brigade. 

    When General Lee's Brigade finally withdrew, "By a mistake in the transmission of 
the order, the regiment of Colonel Beck (Lee's Brigade) [the 23rd Alabama 
Infantry] remained at the river, resisted the attempts of the enemy to cross until 11 
o'clock that night, and only withdrew upon the receipt of a preemptory order."  

    General Pemberton's retreat from Big Black Bayou to Vicksburg "...was conducted in 
a leisurely and orderly manner, and the troops entered the line of fortifications at about 
3 p.m".   The Confederate retreat was so leisurely that the troops had time to collect 
cattle, sheep, pigs, and corn along the way in preparation for the siege.   That General 
Pemberton's army was able to withdraw from a severe defeat unmolested, can be 
directly attributed to the valiant, if unintentional, stand by the 23rd Alabama Infantry at 
Big Black Bayou. 

   When the 23rd Alabama Infantry finally pulled back to Vicksburg, they, along with the 
rest of General Lee's Brigade, occupied fortified trenches from the Railroad Redoubt, 
located immediately south of the Vicksburg and Jackson railroad, to Fort Garrott, 
located about 1/2 mile south of the railroad. The 23rd Alabama was positioned to the 
left of the 20th Alabama Infantry who held Fort Garrott and the trenches immediately 
northward. 

    "The Twenty-third Alabama held the position assigned it during the siege under 
incessant fire from the enemy in our front. The artillery fire was severe during the 
whole siege, with occasional brief intermissions. At times it was excessively heavy. 
During the whole time the men and officers discharged their duty with firmness and 
steadiness. The fire from our trenches upon the enemy was slow and deliberate. We 
did not waste our powder, but no Abolitionist could show his head without danger from 
ball or buckshot. The necessity for constant watchfulness made the sentinel duty at 
night heavy and wearing, but the men, with a noble devotion to the cause in which their 
hearts are enlisted, stood to their posts with patience and cheerfulness. The enemy, 
much to the regret of the men, made no direct attack on the trenches which the 
Twenty-third Alabama held, but they received a heavy and effective fire from us as 
they came into range of our guns in their attempts on the left and right of our brigade. 
Casualties in [the] Twenty-third Alabama during the siege of Vicksburg: Killed, 17 ; 
wounded, 15."  
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     The Regiment surrendered with General Pemberton's Army on July 4, 1863 and 
was paroled. They marched to Demopolis, Alabama to await exchange. While there, 
General Pemberton furloughed the men and allowed them to go home for 30 days.  

    The Regiment was exchanged on September 12, 1863  re-equipped and, in 
November, 1863, assigned to General Bragg's Army of the Tennessee, General 
Stevenson's Division, Pettus' Brigade. This Brigade was composed of the Twentieth, 
Twenty-third, Thirtieth, Thirty-first, and the Forty-sixth Alabama Infantry Regiments.  

    Shortly thereafter, the Regiment joined General Bragg's Army laying siege to 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and took positions on the Confederate's extreme left flank 
atop Lookout Mountain. Both sides recognized the mountain was of little tactical 
importance, and its possession was not a critical part of the Confederate's defensive 
plan.   It served only as extension of General Bragg's line and its defense, assigned to 
General Stevenson's Division, was little more than a strong picket line. He posted one 
brigade, General Walthall's Alabama brigade, on its northwestern slope, another at the 
eastern base of the mountain, and General Pettus' Brigade, including the 23rd 
Alabama Infantry, on the top of the mountain. 

    The 23rd and 30th Alabama Infantry Regiments, were assigned the mission of 
holding the passes on Lookout Mountain from its northern point and extending 
southward for 2 1/2 miles. Additionally, reserves from both regiments were held at the 
town of Summertown on the mountain's summit, under the command of the Officer of 
the Day.  

    The Union attack on November 24, 1863, focused on the Cravens' farm on the 
northern point of Lookout Mountain and was met by Walthall's Brigade which General 
Stevenson had posted on the mountain's northwestern flank. When General Stevenson 
ordered General Pettus to reinforce Walthall's brigade, he also directed him to leave 
the 23rd and 30th Infantry regiments in place. Therefore, the 23rd Alabama Infantry did 
not take an active part in the defense and subsequent defeat at Lookout Mountain. 

    Early on the evening of November 24, 1863, General Bragg directed General 
Stevenson to evacuate Lookout Mountain and withdraw his division to the Confederate 
main line of defense on Missionary Ridge. General Stevenson's Division bivouacked 
that night just east of Chattanooga Creek near Rossville, Georgia. The Regiment 
participated the next day in the Battle of Tunnel Hill on the north flank of Missionary 
Ridge, and retreated with the rest of the army when the Confederate's center 
collapsed. 

    Following their defeat at Chattanooga, the Army of Tennessee, including the 23rd 
Alabama Infantry, pulled back to winter quarters in Dalton, Georgia. The 23rd enjoyed 
this respite until February 25, 1864 when General Grant attempted to force General 
George H. Thomas' Corps through the gap at Rocky Face Ridge west of Dalton. The 
Twenty-third Alabama Infantry, as a part of General Pettus' Brigade, was held in 
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reserve about 100 yards behind Brigadier General Cumming's Brigade. Although they 
were not directly engaged, the Twenty-third Alabama Infantry suffered seven wounded, 
one of them mortally in this engagement.  

    In the last two weeks of April, 1864, the Twenty-third Alabama Infantry prepared 
defensive positions on Rocky Face Ridge in the vicinity of the signal station. Early in 
May, 1864, Pettus' Brigade, with the Twenty-third Alabama Infantry, was moved from 
the trenches they had just completed to new positions atop Rocky Face Mountain. On 
May 8, 1864, the Federal Army began its attack on the Confederate positions. Their 
attack was focused on the angle in Pettus' line on the mountain and was quickly 
repulsed. The next day, the Federals again assaulted General Pettus' positions and, 
again, they were repulsed.   However, following their unsuccessful attacks, the Federal 
Army made a flanking movement to the south of the Confederate position compelling 
them on May 13, 1864 to withdraw to a new line at Resaca, Georgia. 

    At Resaca, the Twenty-third Alabama Infantry, as a part of General Pettus' Brigade, 
occupied the second line of General Stevenson's position north of Resaca, on the right 
side of the Resaca and Dalton Road. Although General Pettus' Brigade was present at 
the Battle of Resaca on May 14, 1864, General Stevenson never ordered it into battle. 
Another Federal flanking movement to the south, compelled General Johnston to 
withdraw from Resaca. He moved his army to New Hope Church, Georgia, where he 
once again hoped to stop the Union Army. 

    The Twenty-third Alabama Infantry occupied the front line of General Stevenson's 
Division, as a part of General Pettus' Brigade at New Hope Church from May 25 to 
June 4, 1864, but the enemy did not directly assault them. Instead, they were 
subjected to a heavy fire of skirmishers and artillery which inflicted considerable 
losses.   

    Once again, the Confederate were forced to retreat and next took up defensive 
positions outside of Atlanta, Georgia. The Twenty-third Alabama Infantry fought in the 
Battle of Atlanta on June 22, 1864 as a part of General Stevenson's Division along the 
Powder Springs Road near Marietta, Georgia. At about noon on June 22, 1864, 
General Stevenson moved his division to Mount Zion Church and by 2:30 p.m., had 
engaged the Union forces. 
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Twenty-third Alabama Volunteer Infantry Regiment 

Regimental History -- Part Two 

 

    General Stevenson advanced skirmishers, and established his line of battle under 
the enemy's artillery fire. He placed Generals Brown's and Cumming's brigades in the 
first line and Generals Reynolds' and Pettus' Brigades in the second line.   Later that 
afternoon he was ordered to advance from his position and drive the federals on the 
road toward Manning's Mill. General Stevenson's Division attacked at about 5 p.m., 
driving the enemy from his advanced works, which consisted of one line of logs and 
rails complete, and one line which was partially constructed. "The fire under which this 
was done was exceedingly heavy, and the artillery fire of the enemy, which was 
massed in large force and admirably posted, was served with a rapidity and fatal 
precision which could not be surpassed." After holding their position for several hours, 
General Hood directed the division to withdraw to its former position. 

    Following this defeat and the loss of Atlanta, the Twenty-third Alabama Infantry's 
next battle was the Battle of Jonesboro, Georgia on August 31 and September 1, 1864. 
The Twenty-third was posted in the first line of General Stevenson's division, and when 
the second line consisting of the Brigades of Generals Cummings and Stovall 
advanced, apparently without orders, to attack the enemy, they, along with the balance 
of General Pettus' Brigade refused to go forward.  The two attacking brigades were 
soon forced to retreat and return to their original positions. 

    Greatly outnumbered by the Federal Army, the Army of Tennessee was once again 
compelled to retreat. General Hood initially attempted to draw General Sherman away 
from Atlanta by attacking his supply line from Chattanooga, Tennessee. During a 
demonstration in front of Resaca in October, 1864, the scene of earlier fighting, 
Colonel Beck, the Twenty-third Alabama Infantry commander, was killed. General 
Sherman refused to follow the Confederate Army, leading General Hood to decide to 
campaign into Tennessee to recapture Nashville. 

    General Hood marched what was left of his army on October 17, 1864, including the 
Twenty-third Alabama Infantry, into northern Alabama where he rested his men and 
gathered supplies to support his new strategy. On November 2, 1864, the Army of 
Tennessee began crossing the Tennessee River to commence General Hood's final 
campaign. 

    The conditions the men faced on this winter campaign into Tennessee were 
appalling. Shortly after they commenced marching northward, they were subjected to a 
"prematurely early blast of sleet and snow and rain, accompanied by freezing 
temperatures, and soon the roads were churned up into quagmires which alternately 
froze into hard ruts and thawed into tenacious mudholes". 
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    General Hood's first battle in his Tennessee campaign was against General 
Schofield at Franklin, Tennessee. General Hood used General Lee's Corps, of which 
the Twenty-third Alabama was apart, to conduct a feint attack on November 29, 1864 
against General Schofield, while he maneuvered his other two corps around the 
Federal Army. The feint attack was entrusted to General Pettus' Brigade. The Brigade's 
attack was so vigorous that the Union commander later attributed his loss in this battle 
to an attack made by a division rather than a brigade consisting of three understrength 
regiments.  

    Under the cover of General Lee's attack, General Hood maneuvered the rest of his 
army into position to attack General Schofield. When Hood attacked General 
Schofield's forces at Franklin on November 30, 1864, General Lee was still miles away 
and therefore, the Twenty-third Alabama Infantry did not take part in the disastrous 
Confederate attack. 

    Although General Hood's attack at Franklin cost his army heavily, General Schofield 
continued his withdrawal to Nashville, Tennessee where he joined forces with General 
Thomas, the "Rock of Chickamauga". The Confederate Army established a thin line of 
entrenchments outside of Nashville and waited for the Federal Army to attack. General 
Pettus' Brigade, including the Twenty-third Alabama Infantry, occupied the Confederate 
center. The men, most of whom were without any semblance of winter clothing, 
suffered greatly in one of the worst winters in Tennessee's history. 

    General Thomas waited until December 15, 1864 to attack the Confederate Army. 
His attack began on the Confederate right flank with a strong feint by General 
Steedman's Corps followed by his main assault on the Confederate left, their weakest 
point. General Hood reacted by shifting his right flank forces to his left flank, thereby 
making General Lee's Corps his right flank. Despite Hood's best efforts, his left flank 
caved in, and his men began to retreat. General Lee's Corps remained intact and 
established a new defensive line behind which the rest of the Confederate Army 
regrouped. 

    The next day, December 16, 1864, General Thomas resumed his attack on the 
Confederate Army. This time, General Lee's Corps took the brunt of the fighting. 
General Whitacker's Brigade of the Union First Division attacked the sector held by 
Pettus' Brigade and the Twenty-third Alabama Infantry at about 6 a.m. General 
Whitacker wrote: "Steadily advancing under a heavy fire of artillery, my command 
moved to within 1,000 yards of the enemy works. In my immediate front were two rebel 
batteries of four guns each, 12 pounder Napoleons, Pettus' Brigade and other rebel 
troops supporting in strong entrenchments, with strong embrasures for their artillery. 
They kept up a constant fire of shell, round shot, and musketry on my main line and 
skirmishers, killings and wounding some of my officers and men. By 2 p.m. of to-day 
three [sic] several assaults had been made on the enemy's lines -- one by the Third 
Division, one by the Second Division, and one by the Third Brigade of the First Division 
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of the Fourth Corps. They were made with great bravery and persistence, but were 
repulsed.   

    Although the Twenty-third Alabama Infantry and General Pettus' Brigade held the 
Federal Army at bay, General Hood was again outflanked and his army collapsed. 
Once again, General Lee's Corps saved the army and formed the rear guard repulsing 
several attacks. General S.D. Lee reported: "About 4 p.m. [Dec 17, 1864] the enemy, 
having crossed a considerable force [over the Harpeth River], commenced a bold and 
vigorous attack, charging with his cavalry on our flanks and pushing forward his lines in 
our front. A more persistent effort was never made to rout the rear guard of a retiring 
column. This desperate attack was kept up till long after dark, but gallantly did the rear 
guard -- consisting of Pettus' (Alabama) and Cummings (Georgia) brigades .... repulse 
every attack.  

     The Confederate Army of Tennessee retreated across the Tennessee River arriving 
in Tupelo, Mississippi, on January 10, 1865, to rest and reorganize. The Twenty-third 
Alabama Infantry reported 202 men present for duty on January 19, 1865, of which 
only 155 men were reported as effective.  General Hood was relieved of command 
shortly after arriving at Tupelo, and the remnants of his army was ordered to move to 
South Carolina to oppose General Sherman's advance northward from Savannah, 
Georgia. 

    The Regiment departed Tupelo on January 19, 1865, and moved by foot and rail to 
join General Johnston in South Carolina arriving in early February, 1865. The 
Regiment's first action in South Carolina was the brief defense of Orangeburg on 
February 12, 1865. The Regiment fought as a part of Pettus' Brigade, along with 
Generals Johnson's and Palmer's Infantry Brigades and a part of General Young's 
cavalry. The Confederates did not make a determined effort to stop the Federal Army, 
and quickly retreated with a loss of 6 men killed, 14 wounded and 26 men captured. 

    The Regiment's next battle was General Johnston's attempt to destroy a part of 
Sherman's advancing army under General Cox near Kinston, North Carolina, on March 
8, 1865. The Regiment participated in the flank attack made by the Corps Commander, 
General D.H. Hill, against the Yankee right flank using the Brigades of Generals 
Coltart, Pettus, and Hagwood. The attack "was completely successful, and the 
Yankees ran in wildest confusion. Unfortunately for the Confederates, confusing and 
contradictory orders from General Bragg's Headquarters resulted in the escape of the 
federal forces. Following this battle the Confederates established a blocking position to 
prevent General Cox from joining with General Sherman's army. 

    Two days later, on March 10, 1865, the Yankees attacked General Hill's forces 
outside of Kinston. General Hill was forced to withdraw when "Stovall's and Jackson's 
brigades, of Clayton's division, numbering only 416 men, broke causelessly, leaving 
Pettus like a stone wall alone, supported only by Coltart's skirmishers".  By this time, 
General Pettus' Brigade was reduced to only 350 men. 
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    The Regiment's final battle of the war took place at Bentonville, North Carolina, on 
March 19 - 20, 1865. They, along with the rest of General Pettus' Brigade, were placed 
in the second line in the center of General Hill's Corps about 250 yards behind General 
Palmer's Brigade, who held the first line. At about 4 p.m., General Palmer was ordered 
to attack, and General Pettus was ordered to follow. After advancing past two enemy 
entrenched lines, General Pettus was ordered to move to his left flank to cover the 
main road from Bentonville. 

    Shortly thereafter, while advancing under a heavy fire, General Hill ordered General 
Pettus to halt and prepare to meet an enemy charge. "My [General Pettus'] line was 
halted with the right on the road, and the men were ordered to lie down in their places. 
It was then about sunset, and from the smoke of the guns and the burning woods it 
was very difficult to see objects at a distance. The enemy's line.... charged and drove 
in my skirmishers, following them with a shout. They were met, however, by a fire from 
the line so steady and so well aimed that they halted, and after receiving a few rounds 
retreated."   General Pettus' Brigade remained in place until 11 p.m. that night when it 
retired to the position it had started from that morning. 

   Once again, despite small victories such as enjoyed by General Pettus' attack and 
defense, the Confederate army was compelled to retreat by the overwhelming strength 
of the Federal Army, this time falling back to Smithfield, North Carolina. 

    On April 9, 1865, the Twenty-third Alabama Infantry was consolidated with the 31st 
and 46th Alabama Infantry Regiments to form the Twenty-third Alabama Infantry 
Regiment (Consolidated). On April 12, 1865, the Regiment was ordered to move to 
Salisbury, North Carolina, in response to General Stoneman's cavalry raid from 
Tennessee. The Regiment remained there until April 26, 1865, when it was 
surrendered by General Johnston along with the rest of his army. Throughout the war, 
over 1200 men served under the Regiment's colors at one time or another, but only 76 
soldiers remained to surrender with the gallant Army of Tennessee. 
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FRANCIS. M. JONES 

SWORD 

ALABAMA IDENTIFIED - JAMES CONNING CONFEDERATE FOOT OFFICERS 
SWORDS: This is a James Conning Mobile Alabama Foot Officer’s sword identified to 
a Lieutenant F. M. Jones (Francis M. Jones). This hilt is one of the two designs 
attributed to Conning and has great sand-casting flaws, a smaller flat sided quillion, 
and the number “213” in the face of the guard under the blade. The pommel cap is the 
high-mound version common to Conning with a split seam and laurel-leaf design, and 
the grip is original with 100% leather and twisted wire. The original unstopped fuller 
blade is unetched and tight with no movement. The James Conning scabbard fits tight 
to the blade with some expected shrinkage, and is opened on the back side half way 
between the middle mount and drag.  On the top back side of the throat mounts it 
reads “Made by James Conning Mobile” and on the bottom the number 226, and on 
the front is etching the name F. M. Jones. The middle mount also has the number 226, 
but there is no number on the bottom drag, which is a period replacement either 
replace by Jones or a Northern soldier when it was captured. Francis. M. Jones (F. M. 
Jones & Frank M. Jones) was born March 8, 1837 and died after 1908. He enlisted 
October 1861at Monroeville Alabama as a private and later promoted to 2nd 
Lieutenant in company E, 23rd Alabama infantry regiment and muster out as a 3rd 
lieutenant. He was capture at Champion Hill on 17 May, 1863 and remained a prisoner 
of war until paroled and exchanged February 20, 1865. Identified Confederate sword 
are rare and this one is especially unique being made by James Conning and carried 
by an Alabama officer who survived being a Prisoner-of-War for almost 2 years. 
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