
 

William H. Peckinpaugh  
Captain   

49th Regiment Indiana Infantry   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Residence Leavenworth, IN.   
Enlisted on 10/18/1861 as a Captain.   

On 11/21/1861, he was commissioned into "F" Co. Indiana 49th Infantry. 
He was Mustered Out on 11/29/1864   
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William H. Peckinpaugh   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Henry Peckinpaugh, taken in 1866 after the Civil War.    

Captain William Henry Peckinpaugh (1835-1875) was a Civil War veteran 
(49th Regiment Indiana Infantry in Company F)   
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Biography    

Captain William H. Peckinpaugh   

Captain William H. Peckinpaugh  (also spelled Peckenpaugh) was a Union Army officer who served 
during the American Civil War. He is best known for his role as a captain in Company F of the 49 th 
Indiana  Infantry Regiment  

 

Military Service   
 

Peckenpaugh enlisted as a captain in October 1861 , shortly after the outbreak of the Civil   
War Indiana Memory. As a company commander in the 49th Indiana Infantry, he would have been 
responsible for leading a group of approximately 100�±150 men, organizing drills, maintaining 
discipline, and ensuring the readiness of his troops for combat. The 49th Indiana Infantry fought in 
several major campaigns and battles on the Union side, including engagements in the Western 
Theater of the war.   

 

Historical Records and Portraits   
 

A known CDV image of Captain Peckenpaugh shows him in a Union military uniform, holding a hat, 
and standing next to a chair. The image is part of the Civil War Military Front  collection at the 
Indiana Historical Society, photographed by J.M. Eckers in New Albany, Indiana; Indiana Memory.  
�7�K�H���U�H�Y�H�U�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K���Q�R�W�H�V���³�&�D�S�W�����:�L�O�O���+�����3�H�F�N�L�Q�S�D�X�J�K�´���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�U�¶�V���Q�D�P�H������ 

 

Family and Legacy   
 

Historical research into the Peckinpaugh family collection  reveals that William Henry Peckinpaugh 
had a long family history connected to war. His father, Paul Peckinpaugh , and his wife, Sallie 
Emmick , were also active in military service, with their son Harry J. Peckinpaugh  continuing the 
family �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����/�H�W�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���V�K�R�Z���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R��maintain 
morale through correspondence during the war, a common practice given the limited means of 
communication at the time.   

 

Summary   
 

Captain William H. Peckinpaugh was a Union officer whose service in the 49th Indiana Infantry   
�U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�D�¶�V���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���H�I�I�R�U�W�����+�L�V���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H��in 
military �U�H�F�R�U�G�V���D�Q�G���S�R�U�W�U�D�L�W�V�����D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���O�H�J�D�F�\�����X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�V���K�L�V���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�D�¶�V 
Civil War history.   

 

Captain William Henry Peckinpaugh  He is historically notable for his wartime correspondence with 
his fiancée (later wife) Mary Ann "Mollie" Emmick, which provides detailed firsthand accounts of 
military campaigns and events such as the aftermath of President Abraham Lincoln's assassination.   

, a unit that mustered into federal service in 1861.
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William Henry Peckinpaugh  
Family Tree   

(as Confirmed by Ancestry.com)  
 
 

William Henry Peckinpaugh   
�%�L�U�W�K���������)�H�E�������������‡ Crawford, Indiana, United States  

�'�H�D�W�K�������'�H�F�������������‡���-�D�V�S�H�U�����'�X�E�R�L�V�����,�Q�G�L�D�Q�D�����8�6�$���� 
&   

(Spouse)   
Flora Blanche Peckinpaugh   

�%�L�U�W�K�������0�D�U�������������‡���&�U�D�Z�I�R�U�G���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����,�Q�G�L�D�Q�D�����8�6�$���� 
�'�H�D�W�K���������$�X�J�������������‡ Owensboro, Daviess, Kentucky, USA   

 
 
 

Flora Blanche Peckinpaugh   
(daughter)   

�%�L�U�W�K�������0�D�U�������������‡���&�U�D�Z�I�R�U�G���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����,�Q�G�L�D�Q�D�����8�6�$���� 
�'�H�D�W�K���������$�X�J�������������‡ Owensboro, Daviess, Kentucky, USA   

&   
(Spouse)   

James Clinton Gabbert   
1872�±1930   

 
 
 

Lois B Gabbert   
(Granddaughter)   

�%�L�U�W�K���6�H�S���������������������‡���6�S�H�Q�F�H�U���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����,�Q�G�L�D�Q�D�����8�6�$���� 
�'�H�D�W�K���������-�D�Q�������������‡ Grand Rapids, Kent, Michigan, USA   

&   
(Spouse)   

Walter Henry McBride   
�%�L�U�W�K���������$�S�U�������������‡���:�D�W�H�U�O�R�R�����'�H���.�D�O�E�����,�Q�G�L�D�Q�D�����8�6�$����

�'�H�D�W�K���������'�H�F�������������‡ Grand Rapids, Kent, Michigan, USA   
 
 
 

Nelson Gabbert Mc Bride   
(Great Grand Son)   

�%�L�U�W�K���������$�X�J�������������‡���)�W�����:�D�\�Q�H�����$�O�O�H�Q�����,�Q�G�L�D�Q�D�����8�6�$  
�'�H�D�W�K���������0�D�\�������������‡ Grand Rapids, Kent, Michigan, USA   

&  
(Spouse)   

Susan Doody McBride   
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Peckinpaugh Collection   

This collection, which is identified to Captain William H. Peckinpaugh, consist of his 1851 NAVY 
Revolver .36 Caliber, Octagonal Barrel, Serial number 105189 manufactured 1861; his Non- 
Regulation Officer Sword made by �³�)�����+�R�O�V�W�H�U�´���6�R�O�L�Q�J�H�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�H���L�V���K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�Z�R���&�'�9���L�P�D�J�H�V����a 
framed full-plate ambrotype of Captain Peckinpaugh and his wife Mary A. Emmick Peckinpaugh, as 
well as several CDV images of family members and friends. Additionally, two clothing ledgers for 
Company "F" Co. Indiana 49th Infantry under the command of Captain William H. Peckinpaugh.   

 
The collection remained within the family through the generation until Nelson Gabbert McBride, the 
Great Grandson of William H Peckinpaugh, passed and his surviving wife Susan Doody McBride sold 
all the items in the collection to Alexander's Militaria at 1204 Leonard St. NW in Grand Rapids, a 
large Civil War Store. The grouping was then sold to Mike Culp of Kalamazoo who maintained the 
collection until sold to Steven D Rigoni in September of 2025.    

 
Nelson was survived by his wife Susan Doody McBride. She brought all the items in the collection 
to Alexander's Militaria at 1204 Leonard St. NW in Grand Rapids, a large Civil War Store   

William H Peckinpaugh   
Captain Co F 49 th Indiana Infantry   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Born: 22 Feb 1838   
Died 6 Nov 1875 (aged 37)   

Burial: Grandview, Spencer County, Indiana, USA  

AZSW
ORDS.C

OM



 

William H. Peckinpaugh   

 
 
 

Non-Regulation Sword   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Non-Regulation Foot Officers sword is identified to Captain William H. Peckinpaugh and came 
directly from his decedents as part of the Peckinpaugh Collection. It is the higher-grade version of the 
Non-Regulation Foot Officers sword with a brass silver plated hilt; shark skin grip with triple-strand 
dragoon wire complete with a German Silver-plated scabbard. The blade is fully etched with a dark  
patina. F. Horster, Solingen.  

AZSW
ORDS.C

OM



  

AZSW
ORDS.C

OM



  

AZSW
ORDS.C

OM



  

AZSW
ORDS.C

OM



William H. Peckinpaugh 
Belt  Buckle    

This Belt Buckle is identified to Captain William H. Peckinpaugh and came directly from his decedents as part of 
the Peckinpaugh Collection.   
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William H. Peckinpaugh   

 
 
 

Colt Model 1851 Navy Revolver   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Colt Model 1851 Navy Revolver is identified to Captain William H. Peckinpaugh and came   
directly from his decedents as part of the Peckinpaugh Collection. It is serial number 105189 with a 
production year of 1861. It is an early Civil War production and show heavy use with a deep brown 
patina. It is missing the wedge screw and has two period brass replacement screws for the loading 
lever, but all other screws are original. The gun is tight and properly function and holds in both half & 
full cock positions. All the nipples are original as well as the front site, and the original grip is 
complete. The serial number matches on all parts to include the wedge, and loading lever, which is  
tight.   
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William H. Peckinpaugh   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Captain Peckinpaugh with his Non-Regulation Sword  
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Captain Peckinpaugh in the center with his Non-Regulation Sword  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Captain Peckinpaugh standing to the left with two unknown officers  
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Peckinpaugh   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Copy of CDV with Captain holding his Non-Regulation Sword  
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Peckinpaugh  
Family Members   
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Sarah (Sallie) Miller Emmick ( mother of Mary  
Emmick Peckinpaugh)     

Birth 1822     

Death 1886 (aged 63�±64)    

Burial Grandview, Spencer County, Indiana, USA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lavisa Jane Peckinpaugh  Johnston (sister of  
William H .  Peckinpaugh)     

Birth 12 Feb 1840 Crawford County, Indiana, USA   

Death 30 Sep 1914 (aged 74)    

Provolt, Jackson County, Oregon, USA    

Burial Peckinpaugh Cemetery  Cape Sandy, Crawford 

County, Indiana, USA     
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Vina Peckinpaugh (No further info. Found)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mina Amanda Fillenwider   
 
 

Flora Blanche Peckinpaugh  Gabbert (daughter of William H.)   

Birth 8 Mar 1874  Indiana, USA Death 18 Aug 1965 (aged 91) Owensboro, Daviess County,  
Kentucky, USA Burial Grandview, Spencer County, Indiana, USA  

Lois Gabbert  McBride (daughter of James Clinton Gabbert and Flora Peckinpaugh  
Gabbert)   

Birth 12 Sep 1904 Indiana, USA Death 14 Jan 1994 (aged 89) Burial Graceland Memorial  
Park and Mausoleum Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan, USA  

Nelson Gabbert McBride (son of Lois Gabbert McBride) (Great Grandson  of William H  
Peckinpaugh)  

Birth 29 Aug 1936 Fort Wayne, Allen County, Indiana, USA Moved to Grand Rapids in 1954 
to run the Grand Rapids Art Museum.  Death 30 May 2014 (aged 77) Grand Rapids, Kent  
County, Michigan, USA  

 
Nelson is survived by his wife Susan Doody McBride.  AZSW
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William H. Peckinpaugh   

Captain Peckinpaugh & Wife   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A full plate ambrotype  on a large glass plate measuring 6½ by 8½ inches   

AZSW
ORDS.C

OM



 

Two Clothing Ledgers  
Company "F" Co.   

Indiana 49th Infantry     
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