
 

William H. Peckinpaugh 
Captain   

49th Regiment Indiana Infantry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Residence Leavenworth, IN.   

Enlisted on 10/18/1861 as a Captain.   

On 11/21/1861, he was commissioned into "F" Co. Indiana 49th Infantry. 

He was Mustered Out on 11/29/1864   
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William Henry Peckinpaugh, taken in 1866 after the Civil War.    

Captain William Henry Peckinpaugh (1835-1875) was a Civil War veteran 

(49th Regiment Indiana Infantry in Company F)   
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William H. Peckinpaugh  
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Biography    

Captain William H. Peckinpaugh   

Captain William H. Peckinpaugh (also spelled Peckenpaugh) was a Union Army officer who served 

during the American Civil War. He is best known for his role as a captain in Company F of the 49th 

Indiana Infantry Regiment  

 

Military Service  

 

Peckenpaugh enlisted as a captain in October 1861, shortly after the outbreak of the Civil   

War Indiana Memory. As a company commander in the 49th Indiana Infantry, he would have been 

responsible for leading a group of approximately 100–150 men, organizing drills, maintaining 

discipline, and ensuring the readiness of his troops for combat. The 49th Indiana Infantry fought in 

several major campaigns and battles on the Union side, including engagements in the Western 

Theater of the war.   

 

Historical Records and Portraits  

 

A known CDV image of Captain Peckenpaugh shows him in a Union military uniform, holding a hat, 

and standing next to a chair. The image is part of the Civil War Military Front collection at the 

Indiana Historical Society, photographed by J.M. Eckers in New Albany, Indiana; Indiana Memory.  

The reverse of the photograph notes “Capt. Will H. Peckinpaugh” and the photographer’s name.   

 

Family and Legacy  

 

Historical research into the Peckinpaugh family collection reveals that William Henry Peckinpaugh 

had a long family history connected to war. His father, Paul Peckinpaugh, and his wife, Sallie 

Emmick, were also active in military service, with their son Harry J. Peckinpaugh continuing the 

family tradition. Letters and photographs from the collection show the family’s efforts to maintain 

morale through correspondence during the war, a common practice given the limited means of 

communication at the time.   

 

Summary  

 

Captain William H. Peckinpaugh was a Union officer whose service in the 49th Indiana Infantry   

reflects the contributions of Indiana’s volunteers to the Civil War effort. His documented presence in 

military records and portraits, along with his family’s military legacy, underscores his place in Indiana’s 

Civil War history.   

 

Captain William Henry Peckinpaugh He is historically notable for his wartime correspondence with 

his fiancée (later wife) Mary Ann "Mollie" Emmick, which provides detailed firsthand accounts of 

military campaigns and events such as the aftermath of President Abraham Lincoln's assassination.   

, a unit that mustered into federal service in 1861.
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William Henry Peckinpaugh 
Family Tree  

(as Confirmed by Ancestry.com)  
 

 

William Henry Peckinpaugh   
Birth 22 Feb 1838 • Crawford, Indiana, United States  

Death 6 Dec 1875 • Jasper, Dubois, Indiana, USA   
&   

(Spouse)   
Flora Blanche Peckinpaugh   

Birth 8 Mar 1874 • Crawford County, Indiana, USA   
Death 18 Aug 1965 • Owensboro, Daviess, Kentucky, USA  

 

 

 

Flora Blanche Peckinpaugh   
(daughter)   

Birth 8 Mar 1874 • Crawford County, Indiana, USA   
Death 18 Aug 1965 • Owensboro, Daviess, Kentucky, USA  

&   
(Spouse)   

James Clinton Gabbert   
1872–1930   

 

 

 

Lois B Gabbert   
(Granddaughter)   

Birth Sep 12, 1904 • Spencer County, Indiana, USA   
Death 14 Jan 1994 • Grand Rapids, Kent, Michigan, USA  

&   
(Spouse)   

Walter Henry McBride   
Birth 20 Apr 1905 • Waterloo, De Kalb, Indiana, USA  

Death 03 Dec 2003 • Grand Rapids, Kent, Michigan, USA  

 

 

 

Nelson Gabbert Mc Bride   
(Great Grand Son)  

Birth 29 Aug 1936 • Ft. Wayne, Allen, Indiana, USA  
Death 30 May 2014 • Grand Rapids, Kent, Michigan, USA  

&  
(Spouse)  

Susan Doody McBride  
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Peckinpaugh Collection  

This collection, which is identified to Captain William H. Peckinpaugh, consist of his 1851 NAVY 
Revolver .36 Caliber, Octagonal Barrel, Serial number 105189 manufactured 1861; his Non- 
Regulation Officer Sword made by “F. Holster” Solingen, which he is holding in two CDV images; a 
framed full-plate ambrotype of Captain Peckinpaugh and his wife Mary A. Emmick Peckinpaugh, as 

well as several CDV images of family members and friends. Additionally, two clothing ledgers for 
Company "F" Co. Indiana 49th Infantry under the command of Captain William H. Peckinpaugh.   

 

The collection remained within the family through the generation until Nelson Gabbert McBride, the 

Great Grandson of William H Peckinpaugh, passed and his surviving wife Susan Doody McBride sold 
all the items in the collection to Alexander's Militaria at 1204 Leonard St. NW in Grand Rapids, a 
large Civil War Store. The grouping was then sold to Mike Culp of Kalamazoo who maintained the 
collection until sold to Steven D Rigoni in September of 2025.    

 

Nelson was survived by his wife Susan Doody McBride. She brought all the items in the collection 
to Alexander's Militaria at 1204 Leonard St. NW in Grand Rapids, a large Civil War Store   

William H Peckinpaugh   
Captain Co F 49th Indiana Infantry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Born: 22 Feb 1838   

Died 6 Nov 1875 (aged 37)   
Burial: Grandview, Spencer County, Indiana, USA  
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William H. Peckinpaugh  

 

 

 

Non-Regulation Sword  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Non-Regulation Foot Officers sword is identified to Captain William H. Peckinpaugh and came 

directly from his decedents as part of the Peckinpaugh Collection. It is the higher-grade version of the 

Non-Regulation Foot Officers sword with a brass silver plated hilt; shark skin grip with triple-strand 

dragoon wire complete with a German Silver-plated scabbard. The blade is fully etched with a dark  

patina. F. Horster, Solingen.  
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William H. Peckinpaugh 

Belt Buckle   

This Belt Buckle is identified to Captain William H. Peckinpaugh and came directly from his decedents as part of 
the Peckinpaugh Collection.   
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William H. Peckinpaugh  

 

 

 

Colt Model 1851 Navy Revolver  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Colt Model 1851 Navy Revolver is identified to Captain William H. Peckinpaugh and came   
directly from his decedents as part of the Peckinpaugh Collection. It is serial number 105189 with a 
production year of 1861. It is an early Civil War production and show heavy use with a deep brown 
patina. It is missing the wedge screw and has two period brass replacement screws for the loading 
lever, but all other screws are original. The gun is tight and properly function and holds in both half & 

full cock positions. All the nipples are original as well as the front site, and the original grip is 
complete. The serial number matches on all parts to include the wedge, and loading lever, which is  
tight.   
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William H. Peckinpaugh  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Captain Peckinpaugh with his Non-Regulation Sword  
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Captain Peckinpaugh in the center with his Non-Regulation Sword  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain Peckinpaugh standing to the left with two unknown officers  
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Peckinpaugh  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Copy of CDV with Captain holding his Non-Regulation Sword  

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

Peckinpaugh 
Family Members   
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Sarah (Sallie) Miller Emmick (mother of Mary  

Emmick Peckinpaugh)     

Birth 1822     

Death 1886 (aged 63–64)    

Burial Grandview, Spencer County, Indiana, USA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lavisa Jane Peckinpaugh Johnston (sister of  
William H.  Peckinpaugh)    

Birth 12 Feb 1840 Crawford County, Indiana, USA   

Death 30 Sep 1914 (aged 74)    

Provolt, Jackson County, Oregon, USA    

Burial Peckinpaugh Cemetery  Cape Sandy, Crawford 

County, Indiana, USA     
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Vina Peckinpaugh (No further info. Found)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mina Amanda Fillenwider  

 

 

Flora Blanche Peckinpaugh Gabbert (daughter of William H.)  

Birth 8 Mar 1874  Indiana, USA Death 18 Aug 1965 (aged 91) Owensboro, Daviess County,  

Kentucky, USA Burial Grandview, Spencer County, Indiana, USA  

Lois Gabbert McBride (daughter of James Clinton Gabbert and Flora Peckinpaugh  

Gabbert)  

Birth 12 Sep 1904 Indiana, USA Death 14 Jan 1994 (aged 89) Burial Graceland Memorial  

Park and Mausoleum Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan, USA  

Nelson Gabbert McBride (son of Lois Gabbert McBride) (Great Grandson of William H  

Peckinpaugh)  

Birth 29 Aug 1936 Fort Wayne, Allen County, Indiana, USA Moved to Grand Rapids in 1954 

to run the Grand Rapids Art Museum.  Death 30 May 2014 (aged 77) Grand Rapids, Kent  
County, Michigan, USA  

 

Nelson is survived by his wife Susan Doody McBride.  AZSWORDS.C
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William H. Peckinpaugh  

Captain Peckinpaugh & Wife   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A full plate ambrotype on a large glass plate measuring 6½ by 8½ inches  
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Two Clothing Ledgers 

Company "F" Co.   

Indiana 49th Infantry    
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The married couple here is Mary Ann (Mollie) Emmick Peckinpaugh and her husband, William Henry 

Peckinpaugh. Their children are Harry Junius (believed to be about 7 here) and the baby, Flora  
Blanche.    

 

Mary A. Emmick Peckinpaugh (spouse of William H. Peckinpaugh)     

Born 17 Jun 1843 Death 6 Oct 1929 (aged 86) Burial:  Grandview, Spencer County,   

Indiana, USA    

Letter dated March 31, 1922 (from Envelope to Mary Peckinpaugh –     

Our dear Mrs. Peckinpaugh, We are not unmindful of the part that you so generously and  

cheerfully took in the care and comfort for our mother in her last days.  We wish to express   

our great appreciation for this.  We also thank you for the flowers which were such a   

beautiful tribute of your sympathy and a fine testimony of your love and esteem of our   

beloved mother.     

     

  John Gabbert  (John Columbus Gabbert)     

  Carrie Tremper (Carrie E. Gabbert Tremper)     

  Maggie Landsbury (Margaret Jane Gabbert Landsbury)  

  James Gabbert (James Clinton Gabbert)     

 

 

Mother : Sarah Lavina Brown Gabbert,  Death March 25, 1922 (aged 86) Grandview, Spencer 
County, Indiana, USA     
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REGIMENTAL HISTORY   

History of the 49th Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Co. F  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 49th Regiment Indiana Infantry was an infantry regiment that served in the Union Army during the 

American Civil War. Organized in November 1861, the regiment fought in several major campaigns  

throughout the war, including the Cumberland Gap Campaign, the Siege of Vicksburg, and the   

Red River Campaign. The regiment mustered out of service in September 1865.   
 

The regiment was first attached to the 12th Brigade, Army of the Ohio, in December 1861, and later to 

several other units before being assigned to the Department of Kentucky in February 1865.    
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The regiment's detailed service included duties at various locations, such as Bardstown, Kentucky, 

and Memphis, Tennessee, before participating in the Cumberland Gap Campaign in 1862. The  

regiment played a key role in the capture of Fort Hindman during the Yazoo Expedition and also  

participated in the Siege of Vicksburg in 1863.   

 

Throughout its service, the 49th Indiana Infantry suffered a total of 236 casualties, including 1 officer 

and 40 enlisted men who were killed or mortally wounded in battle, and 3 officers and 192 enlisted  

men who died of disease. Notable members of the regiment included 1st Sergeant William Wesley  

Kendall, who was awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions during the Battle of Big Black River  

Bridge on May 17, 1863.   

 

The 49th Indiana Infantry is an important part of the history of the American Civil War and its service  

reflects the bravery and sacrifices of the men who served in the Union Army during the war. The  

regiment's service is a testament to the importance of preserving and commemorating the legacy of  

those who fought and died for the cause of the Union during the Civil War.   

49th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry   

Organized at Jeffersonville, Ind., and mustered in November 21, 1861. Moved to Bardstown, Ky.  

December 11-13, and duty there till January 12, 1862. Attached to 12th Brigade, Army of the Ohio,  

December, 1861. 12th Brigade, 1st Division, Army of the Ohio, to March, 1862. 24thBrigade, 7th  

Division, Army of the Ohio, to October, 1862. 3rd Brigade, Cumberland Division, District of West  

Virginia, Dept. of the Ohio, to November, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 9th Division, Right Wing 13th Army  

Corps (Old), Dept. of the Tennessee, to December, 1862. 2nd Brigade, Sherman's Yazoo Expedition, 

to January, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 9th Division, 13th Army Corps Army of Tennessee, to February, 1863. 

1st Brigade, 9th Division, 13th Army Corps, to July,1863. 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, 13th Army Corps,  

Dept. of the Tennessee, to August, 1863, and Dept. of the Gulf to March, 1864. 2nd Brigade, 1st  

Division, 13th Army Corps, to July, 1864. 4thBrigade, 1st Division, District of Kentucky, to February,  

1865. Dept. of Kentucky to September,1865.   

 

SERVICE.  March to Cumberland Ford January 12-February 15, 1862. Flat Lick Ford, Cumberland  

River, February 14. Skirmishes at Big Creek Gap and Jackson borough March 14(Detachment).  

Reconnaissance toward Cumberland Gap and skirmishes March 21-23. Duty at Cumberland Ford till  

June. Cumberland Gap Campaign March 28 to June 18. Occupation of Cumberland Gap June 18 to  

September 16. Tazwell July 22 (Detachment). Evacuation of Cumberland Gap and retreat to the Ohio  

River September 17-October 3. Expedition to Charleston, W.Va., October 21-November 10. Moved to 

Memphis, Tenn., November 10, and duty there till December 20. Sherman's Yazoo Expedition  

December 20, 1862, to January 3,1863. Chickasaw Bayou December 26-28. Chickasaw Bluff  

December 29. Expedition to Arkansas Post, Ark., January 3-10, 1863. Assault and capture of Fort  

Hindman, Arkansas Post, January 10-11. Moved to Young's Point, La., January 15; thence to   

Milliken's Bend March 8. Operations from Milliken's Bend to New Carthage March 31-April 17. James' 

Plantation, near New Carthage, April 6 and 8. Dunbar's Plantation, Bayou Vidal, April 15. Expedition  

from Perkin's Plantation to Hard Times Landing April 25-29. Phelps' and Clark's Bayous April 26.  

Choctaw Bayou on Lake Bruin April 28. Battle of Thompson's Hill, Port Gibson, May 1. Battle of  

Champion's Hill May 16. Big Black River Bridge May 17. Siege of Vicksburg, Miss., May18-July 4.   
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Assaults on Vicksburg May 19 and 22. Advance on Jackson, Miss., July 4-10. Near Clinton July 8.  

Siege of Jackson July 10-17. Ordered to New Orleans, La., August 13. Duty at Carrollton, Brashear  

City and Berwick till October. Western Louisiana "Teche" Campaign October 3-November 30. Moved  

to New Orleans, thence to DeCrow's Point, Tex., December10-14. Duty at Matagorda Island and  

Indianola till April, 1864. Ordered to New Orleans April 19, thence to Alexandria April 23. Red River  

Campaign April 26-May 22. Action at Graham's Plantation May 5. Retreat to Morganza May 13-20.  

Expedition to the Atchafalaya May 30-June6. Duty at Morganza till July. Moved to New Orleans,  

thence home on Veteran furlough July and August. Ordered to Lexington, Ky., and garrison duty there 

till September 7, 1865. Moved to Louisville, Ky., September 7, and there mustered out September 13, 

1865.   

 

Regiment lost during service 1 Officer and 40 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and3 Officers 

and 192 Enlisted men by disease. Total 236.   

 

49th Indiana Infantry in the American Civil War  

Overview   

The 49th Indiana Infantry (Three Years’ Service) was an infantry regiment from Indiana that served in  

the Union Army during the American Civil War. Organized at Jeffersonville, Indiana, the regiment was 

mustered into Federal service on November 21, 1861. The 49th Indiana participated in operations  

across the Western Theater, including Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, and  

was attached to various brigades and divisions throughout its service. The regiment is noted for its  

extensive campaigning, including participation in the Vicksburg Campaign and the Red River  

Campaign.   

Organization & Service   
 

The 49th Indiana Infantry was organized at Jeffersonville and mustered in on November 21, 1861. 

The regiment left Indiana for Bardstown, Kentucky, on December 11, 1861, and then moved to  

Cumberland Ford in January 1862, where it remained until June, suffering significant losses from  

disease. During this period, the regiment engaged in skirmishes at Big Tree Gap and Cumberland 

Gap in March 1862. In June, the 49th Indiana joined General Morgan’s forces and occupied  

Cumberland Gap on June 18, 1862, after the Confederate withdrawal.   

 

The regiment remained at Cumberland Gap until September 1862, then participated in the retreat to  

the Ohio River, reaching Greensburg, Kentucky, in early October. It subsequently moved to Coal  

Mouth, West Virginia, and in November was ordered to Memphis, Tennessee, where it joined  

Sherman’s army for the Vicksburg expedition. The 49th Indiana fought at Chickasaw Bluffs, suffering 

56 casualties, and took part in the expedition against Arkansas Post in January 1863.   

 

Following Arkansas Post, the regiment assisted in digging a canal at Young’s Point and then moved  

to the rear of Vicksburg, participating in the battles of Port Gibson, Champion’s Hill, and Black River  

Bridge. The 49th Indiana was engaged in the siege of Vicksburg until its surrender, including the   

assault on May 22, 1863. In July, the regiment took part in the siege of Jackson, Mississippi, and was 

ordered to New Orleans in August, where it was assigned to the Department of the Gulf.   
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The regiment moved to Berwick’s Bay and participated in the Teche expedition, advancing as far as  

Opelousas, Louisiana. Upon returning to New Orleans, the regiment was ordered to Texas, arriving at 

Matagorda Peninsula on December 14, 1863, and later moving to Indianola. On February 3, 1864,   

171 men reenlisted as veterans. The regiment embarked from Matagorda Island on April 19, 1864, for 

Alexandria, Louisiana, where it reinforced Banks’ army and was engaged in continuous skirmishing  

until the retreat to the Mississippi River in May.   

 

After returning to New Orleans, the regiment was furloughed home in July 1864. Upon expiration of  

furlough, it was ordered to Lexington, Kentucky, where it remained until September 7, 1865. The 49th 

Indiana then proceeded to Louisville and was mustered out of service on September 13, 1865. Over  

its service, the regiment marched approximately 8,000 miles.   

 

Engagements & Campaigns  

 

• Skirmishes at Big Tree Gap and Cumberland Gap (March 1862)   

• Occupation of Cumberland Gap (June 1862)   

• Retreat to the Ohio River (September–October 1862)   

• Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 1862)   

• Expedition against Arkansas Post (January 1863)   

• Canal operations at Young’s Point   

• Battle of Port Gibson (May 1863)   

• Battle of Champion’s Hill (May 1863)   

• Battle of Black River Bridge (May 1863)   

• Siege of Vicksburg, including assault of May 22 (May–July 1863)   

• Siege of Jackson, Mississippi (July 1863)   

• Teche Expedition (October–November 1863)   

• Operations in Texas (December 1863–April 1864)   

• Red River Campaign, including skirmishes near Alexandria (April–May 1864)  
 

 

 

 

Casualties  

The 49th Indiana Infantry’s original strength was 974. During its service, it gained 294 recruits and 177 

reenlistment, for a total of 1,445 men. The regiment lost 238 men by death, 94 by desertion, and 42  

were unaccounted for. Detailed breakdowns of killed, wounded, and deaths by disease are not fully  

specified in available sources.  AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

The 49th Indiana and the Raid on Big Creek Gap   

In the days after the Federal victories at Forts Henry and Donelson, the western armies pushed south 

along the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers, eventually taking over control of much of middle  

Tennessee. But in eastern Kentucky, Union forces were also on the move and their sights were on  

Cumberland Gap.   

     

To that end, in early March 1862 General Samuel Carter directed a demonstration made at Big Creek 

Gap to draw Confederate forces away from Cumberland Gap and assigned the task to his brother,  

Colonel James Carter leading the 2  

 

th Indiana.  
 

“After three days’ hard marching over muddy roads, we arrived at the foot of Little Cumberland  

Mountain late in the evening. An hour was allowed the boys to refresh themselves with hardtack and 

coffee, then we started with our guides up the mountains. These were so precipitous at several  

places, some of the boys who were not good climbers as the others had to be drawn up from 8-10  

feet by their comrades. The latter bent saplings over against the bluff for temporary ladders upon  

which they would mount the bluff then reach down and draw their comrades up to the point they had 

reached,” he wrote. After an all-night march, the Hoosiers surprised the camp of the 1  

Cavalry at dawn and soon captured a set of colors.   

Lieutenant Colonel Keigwin’s account of the raid on Big Creek Gap first saw publication in a lengthy 

article about captured Confederate flags that appeared in the September 5, 1893, edition of   

the Indianapolis News. Special thanks to Tony Meeks for sharing the article!    

    

 In the month of March 1862, my regiment the 49  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

th Indiana left the Ford on March 10, 1862.  

Forces pooled, we had about 800 men including a detachment of 30 men from Colonel Reuben  

Munday’s Kentucky cavalry. We took no transportation with us and only had what rations we could  

carry in our haversacks. Our objective point was Big Creek Gap in the Cumberland Mountains which 

at the time was guarded by the 1  

 

 

 

After three days’ hard marching over muddy roads, we arrived at the foot of Little Cumberland  

Mountain late in the evening. An hour was allowed the boys to refresh themselves with hardtack and 

coffee, then we started with our guides up the mountains. These were so precipitous at several  

places, some of the boys who were not good climbers as the others had to be drawn up from 8-10   

nd East Tennessee, along with a portion of the 49th Indiana. The   

expedition across the mountains proved a trying affair for the troops as remembered by Lieutenant   

Colonel James Keigwin of the 49  

st Tennessee   

th Indiana, then part of General Sam Carter’s brigade   

of the Army of Ohio had wintered at Cumberland Ford [Kentucky] watching the enemy who were   

strongly entrenched at Cumberland Gap. General Carter ordered his brother Colonel James Carter,   

colonel of the 2  
nd East Tennessee Regiment, and a part of my regiment to make a raid into Powell’s   

Valley, Tennessee for the purpose of drawing a part of the enemy’s forces from the Gap with the   

determination of attacking them with the forces remaining at Cumberland Ford.   

     

Colonel Carter with his regiment and I with part of the 49  

st Tennessee Cavalry [C.S.A.] Three companies were at the gap   

which they blockaded with stone and broken timber. The remainder of this regiment was at Fincastle   

and Jacks borough, two and five miles distant respectively from Big Creek Gap.   AZSWORDS.C
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feet by their comrades. The latter bent saplings over against the bluff for temporary ladders upon  

which they would mount the bluff then reach down and draw their comrades up to the point they had  

reached.   

     

After we had climbed the Little Cumberland Mountain and had reached the bottom of the other side of 

it, we found another obstacle staring us in the face. It was Big Creek, which at that time was very high 

and had to be crossed before we could cross the Big Cumberland Mountains through which the creek  

flowed. The water was very cold but it did not deter the gallant boys from plunging in and wading  

above their waist in the water. No horses could be passed at this point and the officers had to   

measure the depth of the water with the boys.   

     

After crossing the creek, the first place we struck the Big Cumberland Mountains was at a precipitous  

bluff about 8 feet high where we had to repeat the pulling up process of the men which caused delay  

in getting over the mountains. Many of the men did not get over until long after daylight. We climbed  

the mountains just to the verge of the Gap and when nearly to the top we could see the camps of the  

enemy hundreds of feet below us and no doubt would have been discovered by the enemy had not  

the rushing waters in the creek kept up such a mighty roar.   

     

A little before daylight [on March 14], Colonel Carter, myself, and two guides with about 200 men  

reached the foot of the mountain close to the camp of 5 companies of the enemy. The camps were a  

few hundred yards apart. Colonel Carter and myself held a consultation and agreed to divide the men  

and make a simultaneous attack upon two of the camps. Colonel Carter was to attack the company at 

the little brick schoolhouse and I was to attack the camp at Sharpe’s Tanyard, about 200 yards in  

advance of the schoolhouse.   

     

We divided the men and cautioned them not to fire a shot nor to speak until the order was given to   

fire. If this order had been obeyed, we would have captured every one of them before they could have 

gotten out of their beds. But unfortunately, not all men are alike. Just before we reached the camp of  

the enemy, some excitable fellow fired his gun which started firing all along the line as we were  

charging into the camps.   

     

Many of the Rebels had time after the first shot to escape into the timber which was a short distance  

to their rear. The horses at the camp I charged were hitched to a line. At the camp charged upon by  

Colonel Carter, the horses were tied to the fence around the schoolhouse. When the first gun was  

fired, it seemed to me that every man began firing and the horses between us and the enemy met   

with terrible slaughter. A total of 75 horses met their death with only 3 men killed, 8 wounded, and 36  

prisoners captured, one of them Lieutenant Colonel [John F.] White, a captain, and lieutenant [Hoyl].  

In this raid there was the first blood seen by any of the troops engaged. The first spoils of war they  

handled (sugar, shotguns, tobacco, and other stuff) were a drug on the boys’ hands because we had  

no transportation to carry them.   

     

From Big Creek Gap we marched to Jacks borough where we found one company of the enemy  

quartered in the courthouse. We charged into the town with our little squad of cavalry commanding by  

Lieutenant Durham of Cincinnati and Lieutenant Conover of the 2  nd East Tennessee and myself and   

captured Captain [Edward] Winton of the Rebel army [Corps of Sappers and Miners], a lieutenant,   
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and several men. I remember an old bushwhacker named Gibson who was the finest looking old man I 

ever saw and who was a terror to the Union people in that section. He fell from his horse with a   

bullet through his body. We picked him up and carried his body to a vacant storehouse in the little   

town and left it for his friends to care for.   

     

Captain James W. Thompson and Lieutenant Barr of Co. B, 49  

men of the 49  

st Tennessee Cavalry [C.S.A.]. I kept it for about one year  

after the war when I saw the order from Governor Morton that all flags captured during the war be  

sent to the State Library. I forwarded it to that place where it has remained ever since.   

     

In conclusion, the raid drew a large force of the enemy from the Gap which came very near swooping 

over our little command. General Carter marshaled his forces and marched up to the Gap which  

pulled the enemy back to the Gap and left us a gap to get back into Kentucky without the loss of a  

man.   

     

“Company B, 49  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:   
“Captured Rebel Flags: Collection in Charge of Indiana’s State Geologist,” Indianapolis News (Indiana), September 5, 1893, pg. 18  

th Indiana were in command of the   

th. Captain Thompson captured the Rebel flag now in the State Library and turned it   

over to me. The flag was the colors of the 1  

th Regiment Indiana Volunteers was the captor of the flag from the Rebels in the fight   

at Big Creek Gap in 1862,” the Indianapolis News stated. “The regiment was commanded by Colonel   

James Keigwin. The flag is 3 x 6 feet in size and is in a fair state of preservation. The form is that of   

the regular Confederate flag [first national]. The two red bars are of a different shade and whole is   

pierced showing that material was scarce and that the necessity of having a flag had led some   

women, no doubt, to give dresses for the design. It has a silk fringe. It bears evidence of having been   

in the midst of hurtling bullets.”   
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Col. James Keigwin, Forty-ninth Indiana Infantry, First Brigade  
IN THE FIELD   

May 18, 1863.   

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following as a report of the part   

taken by the Forty-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry in the  

engagements with the enemy on the 16th instant at Champion's Hill and 

at Big Black Bridge on the 17th instant:   

 

On the morning of the 16th, we were ordered from our bivouac, and  

formed a part of the advance guard of the division. After a march of  

about 4 miles, we came upon the enemy's line of skirmishers, and were  

ordered to form on the left of the Seventh Kentucky. Our skirmishers  

advanced and were soon hotly engaged. I advanced the regiment a  

short distance, and soon met the enemy in our front, when I opened fire  

on him, and drove him back a short distance. The ground being very  

rough, I halted for a short time to reconnoiter the ground in my front.  

While at this point, I received an order from General Osterhaus to push   

forward; that he wanted to gain another position. I moved on, and soon found that I was getting so far 

in advance of the brigade that I might be cut off. I halted, and found that the regiments to my right and 

left were about 500 yards to my rear. I did not remain here but a short time, when I was ordered back  

to the battery, to my position in the brigade. As I fell back, the enemy followed a short distance and   

halted. We remained here a short time, when the brigade, with the Forty-second Ohio, was moved  

forward to the attack. We moved forward until we came in sight of the open field and got our line  

formed, when we discovered the enemy approaching across the field. They soon drove our  

skirmishers in, and commenced the attack. The Forty-second Ohio, on my right, from some cause,  

gave way, which left my left flank exposed, when the enemy came down on it and charged into the  

flank, and some of them got to my rear. My men stood up bravely, and, after passing a few blows with 

the butts of their pieces, were forced to retire. I halted them on a small elevation and fired a few  

rounds, when the enemy broke and went back faster than they had approached. This ended the  

fighting for the day. We then moved on to Edwards Station and bivouacked for the night.   

 

My men during the day fought bravely, and I cannot speak in too high terms of the gallant bearing of 

both officers and men. I only had seven companies engaged in the fight, and they were small,  

numbering only 260 men. The other three were detailed in the morning to support one section of  

Captain Lanphere's battery. Major Hawhe and Adjutant Riddle deserve great credit for their cool and 

efficient aid rendered me during the day. And my line officers were ever in their places, urging their  

men to do their duty.   

 

The following is a list of casualties during the day: Killed, 6; wounded, 14; missing, 1.  
 

On the morning of the 17th instant, we left our bivouac and marched in the rear of our division on the 

road toward Big Black Bridge. We had only marched about 2 miles when the firing commenced in  

front. We followed on to a point where the Ninth Division turned off the road to the left. At this point I  

was ordered by General McClernand to move with my regiment on the right of the road, and form a   
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line in the rear of General Lawler's brigade, which was hotly engaged. I remained at this point, when  

General Carr ordered me to support his division, which was [engaged] with the enemy in his works at  

the bridge. I remained at this point for some time, when General Lawler ordered me up to support a  

charge he was preparing to make on the enemy's works. I had not my line in position when the right  

regiment of his brigade charged across the open field toward the enemy. The general rode up to me  

and ordered me to charge at the same time, which I did, and I don't think it was anything but the  

daring bravery of the officers and men which ended the contest so quickly, for we had within 100   

yards of the works a bayou to cross, with a heavy abatis, when the enemy commenced putting cotton 

on their ramrods and showing a willingness to surrender. My men charged into the bayou, and my  

regiment was second in the works, although they had farther to charge and deeper water to wade  

through than three others that started in advance of us.   

 

Captain McConahay, of Company A, was the only man I had wounded in this engagement, which was 

the poorest fight I ever saw the rebels make. After Captain McConahay fell, Sergeant [William]  

Wesley Kendall, who is one of the bravest of the brave, and always proved himself such in every 

engagement, led the company in the fight, and was one of the first in the works. I would recommend 

him to the commanding general for promotion for the gallant conduct he has displayed in every 

skirmish and battle the regiment has been engaged in since its organization.  

 

JAMES KEIGWIN, Colonel   

Commanding   

W. A. JORDAN, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General  
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THE Jackson CAMPAIGN    

Mississippi, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. Chapter XXXVI.  

 

On the morning of the 17th, learned that the enemy had evacuated the city. One hundred and  

eighteenth Illinois was detached from the brigade on the 12th instant; have, made no report to these  

headquarters since that time. The regiments in the brigade suffered a great quite a number of cases  

of sunstroke having occurred, a few only proving fatal. A large number of men were taken with chills  

and fever, and were on no service to the brigade. After we arrived at Jackson, a large number had to  

be transported back to the camps at Big Black River. The surgeons in the brigade complained that  

they could not get any medicines suitable for the diseases contracted while on the march, and  

asserted that one-half of the men who were disabled by chills could have been kept for duty if they  

had had quinine to have given to them. It would be useless for me to name under my command for  

gallant conduct. I can but say that all acted their part as well they have ever done in former  

engagements. We had quite a number of officers disabled. Colonel Spiegel and Lieutenant Totten, of 

the One hundred and twentieth Ohio, were severely wounded by a defective shell from one of  

Captain Lanphere guns. I am happy to say that there is a prospect of their speedy recovery.    

 

Lieutenant-Colonel Lucas, of the Seventh Kentucky, was wounded by a shell from the enemy's guns of 

the morning of the 10th instant. Lieutenant Fullyard, of the Forty-Ninth, captain Miller, of the Sixty- Ninth 

Indiana, and Lieutenant Bates, of the Seventh Kentucky, all received honorable wounds while  fighting 

the battles of their country. There are strong hopes that they will soon recover, and be ready  to do 

service again in the good cause.   

 

I feel under lasting obligations to Major A. J. Hawke, Forty-Ninth Indiana; Lieutenant-Colonel Perry,  

Sixty-Ninth Indiana, colonel May, of the Seventh Kentucky, and Colonel Spiegel and Major Slocum, of 

the One hundred and twentieth Ohio, for the prompt manner in which they obeyed every order sent to 

them, and for the skillful maneuvering of the regiments while on the march, and in the several day's  

skirmishing while in front of Jackson. My thanks are due to Captain William H. Peckinpaugh, acting  

assistant adjutant-general, for his valuable assistance to me while on the march and on the field.   

 

Enclosed you will find a list casualties, with the name and rank, and nature of wounds. The total loss  

in the brigade amounted to 2 men killed and 2 who have since died of their wounds, 8 commissioned 

officers, 7 non-commissioned officers, and 22 privates, making a total loss of 39 men.   

 

I am, sir, with much respect, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES KEIGWIN,   

Colonel Forty-Ninth Indiana, Commanding First Brigade. 

Captain J. W. THOMPSON,   

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.   AZSWORDS.C
OM
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Pension File  
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The married couple here is Mary Ann (Mollie) Emmick Peckinpaugh and her husband, William Henry 

Peckinpaugh. Their children are Harry Junius (believed to be about 7 here) and the baby, Flora  

Blanche.    
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Mary Ann (Mollie) Emmick Peckinpaugh 
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William H. Peckenpaugh 
Captain 

49th Regiment Indiana Infantry 
Letters 

1861-1862 
 

 
 

Residence Leavenworth, IN. 

Enlisted on 10/18/1861 as a Captain. 

On 11/21/1861, he was commissioned into "F" Co. Indiana 49th Infantry. 

He was Mustered Out on 11/29/1864 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



AZSWORDS.C
OM



Letter to Mollie Emmick from Henry Peckinpaugh in New Albany, Indiana 

Geographical Location 

Indiana 

Date (Text) 

May 5, 1861 
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William H. Peckenpaugh 
Captain 

49th Regiment Indiana Infantry 
Letters 
1863 

 

 
 

Residence Leavenworth, IN. 

Enlisted on 10/18/1861 as a Captain. 

On 11/21/1861, he was commissioned into "F" Co. Indiana 49th Infantry. 

He was Mustered Out on 11/29/1864 
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Letter to Henry Peckinpaugh from Mollie Emmick in Grandview, Indiana 

Geographical Location 

Indiana 

Date (Text) 

January 10, 1863 
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William H. Peckenpaugh 
Captain 

49th Regiment Indiana Infantry 
Letters 
1864 

 

Residence Leavenworth, IN. 

Enlisted on 10/18/1861 as a Captain. 

On 11/21/1861, he was commissioned into "F" Co. Indiana 49th Infantry. 

He was Mustered Out on 11/29/1864  
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Letter to Mollie Emmick from Henry Peckinpaugh in Decros Point, Texas 

Geographical Location 

Texas 

Date (Text) 

January 1, 1864 
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William H. Peckenpaugh 
Captain 

49th Regiment Indiana Infantry 
Letters 
1865 

 

 
 

Residence Leavenworth, IN. 

Enlisted on 10/18/1861 as a Captain. 

On 11/21/1861, he was commissioned into "F" Co. Indiana 49th Infantry. 

He was Mustered Out on 11/29/1864 
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