
Everard Bierer 
11th Pennsylvania Reserve Regiment 

("F" Co. Pennsylvania 40th Infantry) 

Field & Staff Pennsylvania 171st Infantry 

 
Residence Fayette County, PA; 34 years old 

 

Enlisted on 5/23/1861 at Uniontown, PA as a Captain 
 

On 7/29/1861, he was commissioned into "F" Co. Pennsylvania 40th Infantry 
 

He was discharged for promotion on 11/17/1862 
 

On 11/17/1862, he was commissioned into Field & Staff Pennsylvania 171st Infantry 
He was discharged on 8/8/1863 

 

He was listed as: 
POW (Jan 27, 1862 – Aug 12, 1862) (Exchanged for E. P. Bryan CSA Sig Corps) 

 

Severely wounded September 14, 1862 at the engagement at South Mountain, Md. 

Promotions  
Colonel 11/17/1862 (As of 171st PA Infantry) 
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PRESENTATION SWORD 

 

This is an 1862 dated and inspected Ames Model 1850 Staff & Field sword presented to Everard 

Bierer when he was a Captain and most likely given to him on 7/29/1861 when he was 

commissioned into "F" Co. Pennsylvania 40th Infantry.  

Everard Bierer Enlisted on 5/23/1861 at Uniontown, PA as a Captain and on 7/29/1861 was 

commissioned into "F" Co. Pennsylvania 40th Infantry.  

He was captured and sent to Libby Prison as a POW (Jan 27, 1862 – Aug 12, 1862) (Exchanged for 

E. P. Bryan CSA Sig Corps). After returning to service, he was Severely wounded September 14, 

1862 at the engagement at South Mountain, Md. On 11/17/1862, he was commissioned into Field & 

Staff Pennsylvania 171st Infantry and was discharged on 8/8/1863. 
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Capt Everard. Bierer. 

from his friends 

Union Town Pa 
 

Ames dated and inspected Model 1850 Staff & Field swords are extremely rare with only 162 of the 

229 delivered to the Ordnance Department being made in 1862.  Even more rare is to find one with a 

presentation. The sword is complete and all original to include the sword knot and the green felt lined 

soft leather case. 
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This hilt is tight was 100% original shark-skin grip and twisted brass wire, and much original gold 

wash. The blade is frosty with block “U S” and is inspected J.H. and dated 1862, and an Ames maker 

marked. The scabbard is complete with all original mounts and screws and shows light wear. 
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Everard Bierer 
COL. EVERHARD BIERER, attorney at law. The Bierers, or Behrers, according to the German 

orthography, were a numerous, influential and wealthy family in Wurtemburg (sic), Germany, where 

they held various honorable position in the civil and military service of the State. George Bierer, a 

grand uncle of the Colonel, commanded a regiment in the Austrian army during the middle of the 

eighteenth century, and was created a Baron for distinguished military services, particularly at the 

siege of Belgrade, Servia, in 1788-89. Col. Bierer is of pure German lineage, his parents being both 

born in Wurtemburg (sic), the father, Everhard Bierer, born at Wiernshelm, January 6, 1795; the 

mother, Catherine M. Ruckenbrodt, at Maimsheim, October 28, 1798, and both emigrated with their 

parents to America in 1804 and settled in Pennsylvania. Everhard Bierer and wife were members of 

the Lutheran Church, and passed their married life in Uniontown, Fayette Co., Penn., where the 

subject of this sketch was born January 9, 1827, and where his mother died July 15, 1858, and his 

father August 2, 1876. He received a liberal education in the private schools and at Madison College 

in his native town, where he graduated in 1845, having completed a special course embracing the 

higher mathematics natural and mental sciences, the Latin language and English literature. Leaving 

the college he entered the office of Joshua B. Howell, Esq. (afterward Colonel of the Eighty-fifth 

Pennsylvania Volunteers, and who was killed before Richmond in 1864), and was admitted to the bar 

in March, 1848.  

He practiced his profession successfully until April 23, 1861, when he left his office and raised 

a company of volunteers and entered the military service of the United States as Captain of 

Company F, Eleventh Regiment Pennsylvania Reserve Volunteer Corps. He served in the Army 

of the Potomac, and was in the battles of Drainsville, Mechanicsville and Gaines' Hill,(SIC) 

where, when the whole of Fitz John Porter's corps was broken and retiring back toward the 

Chickahominy River, Captain Bierer rallied part of the regiment, including his company, for 

probably the last ineffectual stand on that bloody field, and he was captured with his 

command June 27, 1862, and taken to Libby Prison, from which he was released by exchange 

on the 14th of the following August. Six days afterward he was granted twenty days' leave of 

absence on account of sickness, and went home, but on learning by telegraph of the 

impending battle at Bull Run, he returned to the army and rejoined his command on the day of 

the battle. August 30, and in a few days afterward, September 14, 1862, participated in the 

engagement at South Mountain, Md., where he was severely wounded in the left arm, the ball 

passing through the elbow joint and lodging in the forearm, from which it was not extracted 

until the 25th of the following November, and from which he is crippled in his arm for life. 

Having become convalescent, October 24, he was appointed Commandant of Camp Curtin, 

Harrisburg, Penn., with the rank of Colonel, where he organized the 171st, 172d, 173d, 176th, 

177th and 178th Regiments Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and November 18 was 

commissioned Colonel of the One Hundred and Seventy-first. After serving in various parts of 

southeastern Virginia and in North Carolina, his regiment was ordered to Washington, N. C., 

where he was placed in command of a brigade and in temporary command of the military 

district of the Pamlico. He was also at several times in command of Gen. Prince's Division, 

Eighteenth Army Corps, Major-Gen. J. G. Foster commanding. He was in an engagement at 
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Blount's Creek, near Washington, N. C., April 7, 1863, commanding a brigade under Gen. F. B. 

Spinola. Spinola's forces were obliged to retire before superior numbers under the Rebel 

General Hill. To Col. Bierer was assigned the command of the Rear Guard. The duty was 

critical, the enemy crowding upon him in heavy force nearly the entire night. In the midst of 

intense darkness, through pine forests and cypress swamps the march was conducted, and 

he finally succeeded in bringing off the column with the trains and all the wounded. July 1, 

1863, he returned with his regiment to Virginia and went with General Dix on his expedition to 

Richmond. The expedition marched from the White House landing to within eight or ten miles 

of Richmond, and after some skirmishing with the Rebels, Dix ordered its return to Fortress 

Monroe. Col. Bierer with his regiment went to Washington, thence to Harper's Ferry, where he 

joined General Meade, and on the 7th of that month was given a permanent brigade command, 

and assigned to duty as Military Commandant of the District of the Monocacy, embracing all 

Western Maryland, with headquarters at Frederick City, Md. September 26, 1863, he was 

mustered out of the service the regiment's term of enlistment having expired on the 8th of the 

previous August. During January, February and March, 1864, Col. Bierer served in the Veteran 

Reserve Corps, but not liking that service, resigned his command and permanently retired 

from the army.  

In October, 1865, he removed from Pennsylvania to Kansas and settled on a beautiful farm one mile 

east of Hiawatha, Brown County, and resumed the practice of his profession. The Colonel was 

originally a Democrat, and as the nominee of that party was elected in 1850 the first District Attorney 

of Fayette County, Penn., for a term of three years. Believing that the Democratic party had become 

the mere propagandist of slavery he became a Republican in 1856, led the forlorn hope for Fremont 

in Fayette County, Penn., Democracy, and had the satisfaction of seeing the county carried for 

Lincoln in 1860 by a majority vote of one in a poll of about 10,000. He became during the war a 

person friend of Abraham Lincoln, and always regarded him as the greatest and best man of the age. 

In 1864 he was elected one of the Presidential Electors by the Republican party of Pennsylvania, and 

in 1868 was the Representative from Brown County in the Kansas Legislature by the suffrages of the 

same party. In 1868 he voted for Grant, but with considerable reluctance, as he could not endorse the 

reconstruction and financial policy of the party, and in 1870 renounced all connection with the 

Republican party. His vote in 1872 was cast for Greeley, and in 1876 for Tilden, whom he considered 

honestly elected, and regarded the action of the majority of the Electoral Commission as a gross 

fraud and outrage, perpetrated deliberately for partisan purposes and resulting in seating a President 

who was not elected to the office.  

He became a member of Fort Necessity No. 254, I. O. O. F. at Uniontown, Penn., in February, 1852, 

and subsequently joined the Encampment. Has been District Deputy Grand Master, and District 

Grand Patriarch of the order in Pennsylvania, where he is still a member both of Grand Lodge and 

Grand Encampment. He was also made a Mason at Uniontown in 1864, and has attained the higher 

degrees of the order, and is at present affiliated with Hiawatha Lodge No. 35, A. F. & A. M. He is quite 

liberal and decidedly individualized in his religious opinions and beliefs. He accepts the inspirations of 

the moral and religious teachings of Scripture, the divine lawship and preexistence of Jesus, the 

efficacy of His example for purposes of redemption, and a condition of future rewards and 

punishments; denies the inspiration of the historical records and the ceremonial and civil laws of the 

Jews, the doctrine of the Trinity, vicarious sacrifice and eternal punishment; accepts a salvation by 

conduct, not by belief, and includes all the family of the Great Father who act according to their 
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highest conception of right. He has been a very careful student of both the Old and New Testament 

writings, and his present views are the result of a thorough acquaintance with the Scriptures and 

extensive knowledge of Ecclesiastic history and Polemics. He has also studied carefully the Koran, 

the Buddhist and Brahminical Scriptures and the teachings of Confucius, which have also to some 

extent influenced and modified his religious belief. He was married April 8, 1852, at Brownsville, 

Fayette Co., Penn., to Ellen, daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth Troutman Smouse, a lady of 

extensive family connections in Alleghany County, Md., and in Bedford and Somerset counties, Penn. 

Her maternal grandfather was a soldier in the war of the Revolution. They are the parents of eight 

children, six sons and two daughters, all of whom are living. The eldest son, Everhard, graduated 

from Kansas University in the class of 1877, and is now an Examiner in the Pension Office in 

Washington, D. C.; the second son is now one of the leading merchants in Hiawatha. In person Col. 

Bierer is stout and robust, nearly six feet in height, of iron frame, and was never sick excepting during 

the latter part of his confinement in Libby. He is the sixth in a family of seven sons and four daughters, 

all of whom are yet living and in good health, the oldest of whom is sixty-six years of age, and the 

youngest forty-four. 

Col. E. Bierer. 

Colonel Everard Bierer was among the early settlers of Brown County. Although he did not remove 

here until October, 1865, when he located on a farm one mile east of Hiawatha. He had been here, 

however, in 1857 and made investments in real estate and returned to the east again. He is a 

Pennsylvanian, having been born in Uniontown, January 9, 1827. After receiving an education in the 

district and private schools of his county, Col. Bierer was sent to the Madison college of his place 

where he graduated in the higher mathematics, the sciences, languages and English literature. After 

leaving college he read law in the office of Joshua B. Howell of his native city and was admitted to the 

bar in 1848, being only twenty-one years of age.  

Always a patriotic citizen it was but natural that when the war broke out Col. Bierer was interested in 

the cause of the union and on April 18, 1861, he quit the lawyer's office and organized a company of 

volunteers and entered the service of the United States as Captain of Co. F, 11th Regiment of 

Pennsylvania Reserve Volunteer Corps. He served in the Army of the Potomac and when the whole 

of Fitz John Porter's corps was broken and retiring Captain Bierer rallied part of the regiment with his 

company and was captured with his command June 2, 1862, and taken to Libby Prison, from which 

he was released August 14th of that year. Returning to the army he was severely wounded in the 

battle of South Mountain September 14,1862, from which wound he is crippled in his left arm for life. 

Becoming convalescent on October 24th he was appointed Commandant of Camp Curtin, Harrisburg, 

Pa., with the rank of colonel. Here he organized the 171st. 172nd, 173rd, 176th, 177th and 178th 

Regiments, Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and November 18th he was commissioned colonel of the 

171st. September 26, 1863, he was mustered out of the service with his regiment. In January, 

February and March, 1864, Colonel Bierer served in the Veteran Reserve Corps, but resigned his 

command and retired permanently from the army.  

Although he was never a politician in the common understanding of that term as to having sought 

office number less times have the friends in the party to which he belonged insisted he make the race 

for office. In 1850 he was elected the first district attorney of Fayette County, Pennsylvania. In 1864 

the Republicans made him the nominee for Presidential elector in Pennsylvania and he wis elected in 

1867, two years after removing to this county, he was elected representative from the eleventh district 
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to the Kansas Legislature and once he made the race for congress in this district. On April 8, 1852, 

Col. Everard Bierer and Ellen Smouse were married at Brownsville, Fayette County, Pa. To them 

eight children were born, six sons and two daughters. 

Col. and Mrs. Bierer are both members of the Congregational Church of Hiawatha. As a lodge man 

Col. Bierer belongs to the Masons and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

The Hiawatha Daily World, Tuesday, December 27, 1910, Pg. 1 

Volume 2, No. 90 

DEATHS. 

Bierer--Col. Everard Bierer died at his home Monday night, Dec. 26, about 11 o'clock. He had been ill 

for a year or more with cancer on his face. Col. Everard Bierer was among the early settlers of this 

county, coming here and investing in real estate in 1857, but returning east and then moving here in 

October, 1865, locating on the Drummond farm, where A. Schrack resides, a mile east of town. He 

was born in Uniontown, Pa., Jan. 9, 1827, and would therefore have been 84 years old had he lived a 

couple of weeks longer. He was educated in the district and private schools of his county first and 

then he attended the Madison college there where he graduated in the higher mathematics, sciences, 

languages and English literature. After this he read law in the office of Joshua B. Howell, of 

Uniontown, and was admitted to the bar in 1848. Always a patriotic citizen it was natural when the 

war broke out that he became identified with the cause of the Union, son on April 18, 1861, he 

quit the law office and organized a company of volunteers and entered the service of the 

United States as Captain Co. F, 11th Regiment of Pennsylvania Reserve Volunteer Corps. He 

served in the army of the Potomac and when the whole of Fitz John Porter's corps was broken 

and retiring, Captain Bierer rallied part of the regiment with his company, but was captured 

with his command, June 2, 1862, and taken to Libby prison, where he was held until August 

14. Returning to the army he was severely wounded at the battle of South Mountain, Sept. 14, 

1862, from which wound his left arm was crippled for life. October 24 he was appointed 

commandant of Camp Curtin at Harrisburg, with rank of Colonel, an appellation that attached 

to his name the remainder of his life. Here he organized the 171st, 172nd, 173rd, 176th, 177th 

and 178th regiments Pennsylvania volunteer infantry and was commissioned colonel of the 

171st and on Sept. 26, 1863, was mustered out of the service with his regiment. In January, 

February and March, 1864, he served in the Veteran Reserve corps, but resigned and retired 

permanently from the army. In 1850 he was elected the first district attorney of Fayette County, 

Pennsylvania. In 1864 he was elected presidential elector on the Republican ticket. In 1857, two 

years after coming to Brown County, he was elected representative, and once made the race for 

congress in this district. He married Miss Ellen Smouse, April 8, 1852, at Brownsville, Pa. To them 

eight children were born, six sons and two daughters. He was a Congregationalist, Mason and Odd 

Fellow. Col. Bierer was present and made a speech near the old cottonwood court house in the park 

at the returning soldiers reception Oct. 8, 1865. Dec. 8, 1865, he opened a law office in the little 

building where the residence of Mr. Gillet no stands. He served as president of the first National bank 

at one time, with marked ability as he was a fine financier and thus rounded up a busy life full of 

activity and momentous events. Of the sons: Everard Jr., is a law assistant at the attorney general's 

office, Washington; Samuel is at the head of the big department store of Bierer, Shadel & Co., 

Hiawatha; A. G. Curtin is an ex-Oklahoma supreme judge and Bion holds an important position in the 
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United States navy. The daughters are: Mrs. Jas. L. Shadel, of Hiawatha, and Mrs. John Bokay, of 

Brown County. Col. Bierer stood high as a citizen of this community with which he was so long 

identified. He was a well-read man, enterprising and useful. He had stood the ravages of war, the 

privations of early settlement, had been honored, and lived to reach a ripe old age, spending 45 of his 

years in Hiawatha. 
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The following information was obtained from 
the book, "Annals of Brown County" . . . 
 
Colonel Everard Bierer, born January 9, 1827, 
in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, was among the 
early settlers of Brown County Kansas. 
 
As a child in Pennsylvania he was educated 
in the local schools, and then went on to the 
Madison College, where he studied higher 
mathematics, sciences, language and English 
literature. After college he read law in the 
office of Joshua B. Howell, of Uniontown, and 
was admitted to the bar in 1848 at the age of 
21. 
 
On April 8, 1852, Everard Bierer married Miss 
Ellen Smouse, daughter of Samuel and 
Elizabeth Smouse, at Brownsville, Fayette 
County, Pa. To this union eight children were 
born - 6 sons and 2 daughters. 
 
When the Civil War broke out, Everard quit 
the law office and organized a company of 
volunteers. He entered the service of the 
Union Army as Captain of Company F, 11th 
Regiment of Pennsylvania Reserve Volunteer 
Corps. On June 2, 1862, he and his command 
were captured and taken to the Libby Prison. He was released from prison on August 14th and 
returned to duty, only to be severely wounded in the Battle of South Mountain on Sept 14th. This 
injury left his left arm crippled for the rest of his life. 
 
On October 24th Everard was appointed Commandant of Camp Curtain in Harrisburg, Pa. Here he 
organized the 171st, 172nd, 173rd, 176th, 177th, and 178th Regiments, Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Infantry, and on November 18th he was commissioned Colonel of the 171st. He and his regiment 
mustered out of service September 26, 1863. 
 
Colonel Everard Bierer and family moved to Brown County Kansas in October 1865, and two years 
later he was elected representative of the 11th District to the Kansas State Legislature. 
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Captain Everard Bierer, Company F, 11th Pennsylvania Reserves was wounded at Turner’s Gap on 
South Mountain in September 1862. While recovering he was assigned to command Camp Curtin in 
Harrisburg. After organizing 5 new regiments there he was commissioned Colonel of one – the 171st 
Pennsylvania Infantry. He mustered out with them in September 1863 then served 3 months with the 
Veteran Reserve Corps in early 1864. 
 
He was a farmer, lawyer, and politician in Kansas after the war. 
His picture here is from a panel of photographs of members of the Kansas House of Representatives 
for 1868, online from the Kansas Historical Society. 
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Yankee prisoners. 

--We have rarely witnessed a more stirring time that suited in Richmond on Saturday last. What instant arrival 
of our own wounded, who were with the most assiduous care and attention from the battlefield by the 
Committee, appointed for that purpose, and citizens generally, and the almost continual arrival of captured 
Hessians, the people were afforded an almost exhaustless subject, not only for action, but comment. As we 
have intimated, our wounded received every care and attention, while we are sure that the unmanly foe who 
had been arrested in his career of rapine and murder could not complain of the treatment, he received, even 
though his grand entry into the "rebel capital" involved in no degree a triumph of his own. We have heard 
reports of the arrival of over 3,200 prisoners of war, including nearly a hundred officers of different grades; but 
if that number arrived, they were not listed at the different places appointed for their reception. --Up to ten 
o'clock yesterday mooring, about 1,800 men, including most of the 4th New Jersey and 11th Pennsylvania 
regiments, had been landed in prison at this point. The list of prisoners embraces one Brigadier General, 
sundry Colonels, a full supply of captains, an indefinite number of lieutenants, with a slight sprinkling of 
adjutants and surgeons. These latter, it is understood, in pursuance of a recent agreement between our own 
and the Lincoln Government, are to be released unconditionally. --No doubt they will be sent to rejoin their late 
comrades as soon as an opportunity occurs for their safe conduct across our lines. In furnishing a list of the 
prisoners, we forbear comment on the scenes and incidents occurring on their march to and entry into the city. 
Much might be said, the materials being ample, but we feel no inclination to give notoriety to these marauders, 
too many hearthstones, not only in our midst, but throughout the Confederacy, being brought to grief by their 
high-handed acts of usurpation and lawless raids on our once peaceful and happy soil. As truthful chroniclers 
of events we must not omit to mention that much ill-feeling has been created in the bosoms of very many 
people, not alone connected with the army, but in the private walks of life, at the deference and obsequious 
attention paid to some few of the Yankee officers, they having been, as is alleged, quartered at one of our best 
hotels, while our brave men of similar rank have received the scant hospitality afforded by the dreary dungeon 
and its attendant chains and misery. To a government resolved to stand on and maintain its dignity in all things, 
such a course of policy may well be doubted. We simply mention the matter as one that has produced a deep 
feeling of indignation and provoked comment of no very complimentary nature to the parties instrumental in 
producing the effects reported.  

 
The list of prisoners embraces the following names, viz: Brig-Gen. J F Reynolds, Capt. W C Kingsberry, A A G 
to Gen. Reynolds; Col. J H Simpson, 4th N J; Maj. P H Johns, 11th Penn; Capt. C J Whiting, 5th U S Cavalry; 
Lieut J P Crane, 22d Mass; Lieut-Col J B Sweetzer, 62d Penn; Capt Chas C Conans, 22d Mass; Capt B 
Ridgway, 4th N J; 1st Lieut T R Grupewane, 4th N J; 2d Lieut P L Hubbard, 1st Mich; 2d Lieut C C Van Sickel, 
4th N J; Capt Sam Mulford, 4th N J; 2d Lieut Geo Bennett, 4th N J; Capt Thos M Fetter, 4th N J; 1st Lieut R S 
Johnston, 4th N J; Capt S B King, 7th Penn; Capt Wm Nippries, 4th N J; 1st Lieut Jas S Kennedy, 11th Penn; 
Capt H N Jewett, 4th N J; 1st Lieut John L Ridgway, 4th N J; 2d Lieut Josiah Shaw, 4th N J; Capt N B 
Avemson, 4th N J; 1st Lieut Wm Stitings, 4th N J; 1st Lieut Jno M Pearson, 4th N J; 2d Lieut F G Avemson, 4th 
N J; Capt Everard Bierer, 11th Penn; 1st Lieut Sam M Gaul, 4th N J; 1st Lieut Thos H Lockwood, 11th Penn; 
Capt Jno Reynolds, 4th N J; Capt Thos H Spires, 11th Penn; 1st Lieut Eli Wangaman, 11th Penn; 1st Lieut 
Chas Myers, 4th N J; 2d Lieut David Berry, 11th Penn; 1st Lieut C G Speer, 4th N J; Capt N Nisbett, 11th Penn; 
Capt Dan Kistler, 11th Penn; 2d Lieut L A Johnston, 11th Penn; Capt Wm Stewart, 11th Penn; 2d Lieut Jno 
Kuhn, 11th Penn; Capt E R Brady, 11th Penn; 1st Lieut J B George, 11th Penn; 2d Lieut Cyrus Butler, 11th 
Penn; 2d Lieut W F Jackson, 11th Penn; Capt Chas J Whiting, 5th U S Cavalry; Capt E M Anderson, 4th N J; 
Col J H Simpkins, Lieut-Col W B Hatch, and Adjt J S Studdiford, 4th N J; Col Thos F Gallagher, Lieut-Col L M 
Jackson, and Surgeon J S De Bonneville, 11th Penn; 1st Lieut Jno P Crane. 22d Mass; Assistant Surgeon J W 
S Norris, U S A; 1st Lieut W H Eldridge, 4th N J; Capt E G Lant, 7th Pa; Lt Col Geo Variny, 2d Me; Capt L 
Emmerson, 2d Me, Capt Jas P Duff, 7th Pa; J P Prince, Surgeon, 22d Mass; 1st Lt E M Cooly, 13th N Y; Lt Col 
S M Jackson, 11th Pa; Adj Robt A McCoy, 11th Pa; 1st Lt D R Coder, 2d Lt R M Burkeman, 11th Pa; 2d Lt F W 
Shroeder, 4th N J; 1st Lt E Wright, 4th N J; 2d Lt H H Callen, 2d N J; Maj E S Gilbert, 25th N; J; 1st Lt Thos 
Bishop, 25th N Y; Lt E Eichelberger, 8th Pa; Major Henry Chitz, 12th U S Infantry Regulars; Capt P W 
Stanhope, 12th U S Infantry; Col T B W Stockton, 16th Michigan; Capt H R Combe, 12th N Y; 1st Lt Chas 
Wilson, 3d N J; Lewis P Mudgett, 1st Lt and Adjt, 2d Me; 2d Lt Joel Parker, 1st N J; Capt A E Miles, 1st Pa; Lt T 
G McNaughton, 1st Pa; Lt B Lewis, 1st Pa; Lt Chas A Bayard, 5th Wisconsin; Lt J M Wells jr, belonging to Gen 
Porter's staff; Lt L B Woltz, 8th Pa; Lt R D Hall, 1st Pa Rifles; Ass't Surgeon L S Ludington, 1st Conn. 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



11th Pennsylvania Reserve Regiment 
(40th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry) 

 
The 11th Pennsylvania Reserve Regiment also known as the 40th Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Infantry was an infantry regiment that served in the Pennsylvania Reserves infantry division of 
the Union Army during the American Civil War 
 

Service 
 

The 11th Pennsylvania Reserves was organized at Camp Wright near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
beginning May 9, 1861 and mustered in June 29 through July 5, 1861 under the command 
of Colonel Thomas F. Gallagher. The regiment was armed with Model 1842 smoothbore muskets and 
used them for its entire service.  
 

The regiment was attached to 2nd Brigade, McCall's Pennsylvania Reserves Division, Army of the 
Potomac, to March 1862. 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, I Corps, Army of the Potomac, to April 1862. 2nd 
Brigade, McCall's Division, Department of the Rappahannock, to June 1862. 2nd Brigade, 3rd 
Division, V Corps, to August 1862. 3rd Brigade, 3rd Division, III Corps, Army of Virginia, to September 
1862. 3rd Brigade, 3rd Division, I Corps, Army of the Potomac, to February 1863. 3rd Brigade, 
Pennsylvania Reserves Division, XXII Corps, Department of Washington, to June 1863. 3rd Brigade, 
3rd Division, V Corps, Army of the Potomac, to November 1863. 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, V Corps, to 
June 1864. 
 

The 11th Pennsylvania Reserves mustered out June 13, 1864.  
 

Detailed service 
 

Moved to Harrisburg, Pa., June 24, then to Baltimore, Md., June 25, and to Washington, D.C., June 
26. Duty at Tennallytown, Md., and picket at Great Falls August 2 to October 10, 1861. At Camp 
Pierpont, near Langley, Va., until March 1862. Expedition to Grinnell's Farm December 6, 1861. 
Advance on Manassas, Va., March 10–15, 1862. McDowell's advance on Falmouth April 9–19. Duty 
at Manassas Junction, Catlett's Station, and Falmouth, until June. Moved to White House June 9–12. 
Seven Days before Richmond June 25-July 1. Battles of Mechanicsville June 26, Gaines's Mill June 
27 (most of the regiment captured and exchanged August 5, 1862), Charles City Cross Roads, 
Glendale, June 30, Malvern Hill July 1. At Harrison's Landing until August 16. Movement to join Pope 
August 16–26. Battle of Groveton August 29. Second Battle of Bull Run August 30. Maryland 
Campaign September 6–24. Battle of South Mountain, Md., September 14. Battle of Antietam 
September 16–17. Duty in Maryland until October 30. Movement to Falmouth, Va., October 30-
November 19. Battle of Fredericksburg, Va., December 12–15. "Mud March" January 20–24, 1863. 
Moved to Washington, D. C., February 6. Duty there and at Alexandria until June 25. Ordered to 
rejoin the Army of the Potomac in the field. Battle of Gettysburg, July 1–3. Pursuit of Lee July 5–24. 
Duty on the Rapidan until October. Bristoe Campaign October 9–22. Advance to line of the 
Rappahannock November 7–8. Rappahannock Station November 7. Mine Run Campaign November 
26-December 2. Duty at Alexandria until April 1864. Rapidan Campaign May 4–30. Battle of the 
Wilderness May 5–7, Laurel Hill May 8, Spotsylvania May 8–12, and Spotsylvania Court House May 
12–21. Assault on the Salient May 12. Harris Farm May 19. North Anna River May 23–26. Jericho 
Ford May 25. On line of the Pamunkey May 26–28. Totopotomoy May 28–30. Left the front May 30. 
 

Casualties 
 

The regiment lost a total of 309 men during service; 11 officers and 185 enlisted men killed or mortally 
wounded, 1 officer and 112 enlisted men died of disease. 
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Everard Bierer 
Service 

11th Regiment Pennsylvania Reserves 
(40th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment) 

 
The 11th Pennsylvania Reserves lost 11 officers and 185 enlisted men killed or mortally wounded and 
1 officer and 113 enlisted men to disease in the Civil War. It lost 19 officers and 260 enlisted men 
wounded and 31 officers and 727 enlisted men captured or missing. It is honored by a monument at 
Gettysburg. 
The Pennsylvania Reserves were 15 regiments that were recruited in early 1861. Refused by the War 
Department as they were in excess of Pennsylvania’s quota, Governor Curtin decided they would be 
armed and trained at state expense. The War Department soon realized they were needed and 
assigned them standard designations when they were accepted into Federal service. But the men 
preferred to be known by their original name: the Pennsylvania Reserves. See more about 
the Pennsylvania Reserves. 

1861 

May – June Organized at Camp Wright, near Pittsburg. 
Organization of the 11th Pennsylvania Reserves 

• Company A – “The Cambria Guards” – Cambria County – Captain Robert 
Litzinger 

• Company B – “The Indiana National Guards” – Indiana County – Captain 
Daniel S. Porter 

• Company C – “The Dixon Guards” – Butler County – Captain Samuel 
Loudon 

• Company D – “The Canongessing Rangers” – Butler County – Captain 
William Stewart 

• Company E – “The Washington Blues” – Indiana County – Captain 
Nathaniel Nesbit 

• Company F – “The Union Volunteers” – Fayette County – Captain Edward 
Bierer 

• Company G – “The Independent Blues” – Armstrong County – Captain 
James P. Speer 

• Company H – “The Westmoreland Blues” – Westmoreland County – 
Captain Daniel Kistler 

• Company I – “The Washington Blues” – Westmoreland County – Captain 
Thomas H. Spires 

• Company K – “The Brady Guards” – Jefferson County – Captain Evans R. 
Brady 

June 24 Arrived to Harrisburg, Pa. and was issued arms and equipment. 

June 25 Continued to Baltimore, Maryland. Bivouacked on Federal Hill. 
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June 26 To Washington, D.C. 

June 29 – 
July 5 

Nine hundred men mustered into three years United States service under the 
command of Colonel Thomas Gallagher, Lieutenant Colonel James Porter and 
Major Samuel M. Jackson.  Attached to 2nd Brigade, McCall’s Pennsylvania 
Reserves Division, Army of the Potomac 

August 2 Moved to the Pennsylvania Reserves Division camp at Tennallytown, Maryland. 
The regiment was issued Model 1842 smoothbore muskets and used them 
throughout the war. 

September Picket at Great Falls, Maryland. A friendly truce was established with the 
Confederate pickets until a South Carolina regiment had its turn on the picket line 
and shot one of the Pennsylvania men who had gone to the river to bathe. A brisk 
skirmish erupted and the Confederates even brought in artillery, but there were no 
other casualties. 

October 10 At Camp Pierpont, near Langley, Va. 

October 24 Lt. Colonel James Porter resigned due to physical disability. Major Samuel 
Jackson was promoted to lieutenant colonel. 

November 1 Captain Robert Litzinger of Company A was promoted to major 

December 6 Expedition to Grinnell’s Farm (Dranesville) 
Two spies and 57 wagons loaded with grain were captured. 

1862 

March Attached to 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, 1st Corps, Army of the Potomac 

March 10-15 Advance on Manassas, Va. Continual rain and muddy roads and fields made the 
march miserable and brought on a great deal of sickness. 

April 1 Major Robert Litzinger resigned due to illness. 

April 9-19 McDowell’s advance on Falmouth. Attached to 2nd Brigade, McCall’s Division, 
Dept. of the Rappahannock 

April-May Duty at Manassas Junction, Catlett’s Station, and Falmouth 

May 17 Adjutant Peter Johns was promoted to major and Lieutenant Robert A. McCoy, of 
Company A was appointed Adjutant. 

June 9-12 Peninsula Campaign 
Detached from McDowell’s Corps and moved to White House, Virginia. Attached 
to 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, 5th Corps. 

June 25-July 
1 

Seven days before Richmond 

June 26 Battle of Mechanicsville  
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One company of the regiment employed as skirmishers but the rest of the men 
were not actively engaged. 

June 27 Battle of Gaines’ Mill 
Porter’s Corps was attacked by an overwhelming force of Confederates. The 
regiment fought fiercely in dense woods much of the day and was unaware the rest 
of the Union line had retreated. Company B under the command of Captain Daniel 
S. Porter was detached for fatigue duty.  The remainder of the regiment was 
ordered into a threatened part of the line and ordered to hold “at all hazards.” 
The 11th Pennsylvania Reserves held the line, but as the fight wore on began 
taking fire from the flanks. Major Peter Johns was sent to see if friendly forces 
were firing into the regiment but was captured. Adjutant Robert A. McCoy was sent 
to the rear to report to General Meade, but returned with the news that the 
regiment was surrounded. 
Surrounded, hopelessly outnumbered and out of ammunition,  the regiment was 
forced to surrender. Captain Daniel Porter’s detached Company B escaped 
capture. 
Captain Andrew Lewis, Lieutenant Newton Redic, Sergeants James Christie and 
Cyrus Rankin and Corporals John Dunbar, Silas Amberson, David Stuart and 39 
other enlisted men were killed. Sergeant Richard Fair was mortally wounded and 
Captain James Speer and 107 other men were wounded. 
The captured prisoners were marched to Richmond, where the enlisted men were 
separated and sent to Belle Island. They would be exchanged in August. 

June 30 Battle of Charles City Cross Roads, Glendale 
The regiment was reduced to Captain Daniel Porter’s Company B, reinforced to 
just over one hundred men by the return of detachments. Another 130 had been 
detailed to guard the hospital at Craney Island, near Fortress Monroe, but 
requested for their return were refused. 
The badly reduced regiment lost 9 men killed and 15 wounded. 

Corporal Charles Shambaugh of Company B was awarded the Medal 
of Honor for capturing the flag of the 11th Alabama Infantry. 
Corporal Howard Henderson of Company B was awarded the Medal of Honor for 
“While pursuing one of the enemy’s sharpshooters, encountered two others, whom 
he bayoneted in hand-to-hand encounters; was three times wounded in action.” 

July 1 Battle of Malvern Hill 
The regiment was in reserve and not engaged. 

July At Harrison’s Landing 

August 5 The enlisted men captured at Gaines’ Mill were exchanged at Aiken’s Landing. 

August 12 The officers captured at Gaines’ Mill were exchanged. 
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August 16-26 Movement to join Pope. The regiment was under the command of Lt. Colonel 
Jackson as Colonel Gallagher was sick in the hospital at Fortress Monroe. It 
marched seventy miles via Kelly’s Ford and Warrenton to Gainsville, and was 
attached to 3rd Brigade, 3rd Division, 3rd Corps, Army of Virginia. 

August 29 Battle of Groveton (Brawner’s Farm) 

August 30 Second Battle of Bull Run (Second Manassas) 
The regiment fought the Fifth Texas Infantry Regiment until outflanked and forced 
to withdraw. Fourteen men were killed and 44 wounded. Sergeants Patrick Hanlin 
and Samuel Chrisley were killed and Captain William Stewart, Adjutant McCoy and 
Lieutenants Coder, Jones, Johnson and Kennedy were wounded. 

September 6-
24 

Maryland Campaign 
Attached to 3rd Brigade, 3rd Division, 1st Corps, Army of the Potomac. Colonel 
Gallagher took over command of the brigade, leaving Lt. Colonel Jackson in 
command of the regiment. 

September 
14 

Battle of South Mountain 
The regiment fought at Turner’s Gap., charging up a steep and wooded mountain 
slope. Colonel Thomas Gallagher was badly wounded, and Lieutenant Colonel 
Samuel Jackson took command of the regiment. 
Fifteen men were killed and 28 were wounded. Captain Evans Brady, Lieuteant 
Walter Jackson, Sergeant James Johnson were killed, Captain Nathaniel Nesbitt 
was mortally wounded and Captain Rdward Bierer and Lieutenant J. S. Kennedy 
were wounded 

September 
16-17 

Battle of Antietam 
The regiment was commanded Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Jackson. Less than 
200 men were engaged. 
Seven men were killed and 17 were wounded. Sergeant George Gourley was 
killed, Captain Daniel Kistler and Lieutenant John Kuhn died of wounds and 
Sergeant William Kuhns was wounded. 

September-
October 

Duty in Maryland. The detached detail of over 150 enlisted men that had been left 
at Fort Monroe finally rejoined the regiment, bringing its effective strength to near 
400. 

October 30-
November 19 

Movement to Falmouth, Va. 
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40th PA. Infantry, (11th Reserves) 
 

 
 
 
 
40th Infantry, (11th Reserves), First State Color. 
The 40th was composed of men from Cambria, 
Indiana, Butler, Fayette, Armstrong, 
Westmoreland, and Jefferson counties, and 
organized July 1, 1861. They were given their first 
state color on September 10, 1861. The flag was 
captured in June 1862 along with most of the 
regiment's troops, and then retaken by Federal 
troops in 1865. The regiment was mustered out on 
June 14, 1864. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
40th Infantry, (11th Reserves), Second State Color. 
The 40th was composed of men from Cambria, 
Indiana, Butler, Fayette, Armstrong, 
Westmoreland, and Jefferson counties, and 
organized July 1, 1861. They were given their 
second state color in December 1863. The 
regiment was mustered out on June 14, 1864. 
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40th Infantry, (11th Reserves), Regimental Color. 
 

 
 

40th Infantry, (11th Reserves), Regimental Color. The 40th was composed of men from Cambria, 
Indiana, Butler, Fayette, Armstrong, Westmoreland, and Jefferson counties, and organized July 1, 
1861. The regiment was mustered out on June 14, 1864. This flag was returned to the state's 
collection in 2007 from a private donor. 
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171st Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteers 

 
This regiment was mainly from the counties of Bradford, Juniata, Lycoming, Somerset, and Tioga, 
and was organized at Camp Curtin, about the middle of November, 1862, with the following field 
officers: 

• Everard Bierer, of Fayette County, Colonel 
• Theophilus Humphrey, of Bradford County, Lieutenant Colonel 
• Robert C. Cox, of Tioga County, Major 

 
Colonel Bierer had served as Captain in the Eleventh Reserve Regiment, and had been appointed 
commandant of Camp Curtin, with rank of Colonel, on the 28th of October. 
 
On the 27th of November, the regiment left camp and proceeded by rail to Washington, thence by 
water to Norfolk, and thence by rail to Suffolk, Virginia. It was here assigned to Spinola's Brigade, of 
Ferry's Division, General Dix being in command of the Department. A school for instruction of officers 
was at once established, and the command subjected to thorough drill. 
 
On the 28th of December, it broke camp at Suffolk, and marched to Ballard's Landing, on the Chowan 
River, and thence proceeded by transport to Newbern, North Carolina, arriving on the 1st of January, 
1863. Spinola's Brigade, at this time, consisted of the One Hundred and Fifty-eighth, One Hundred 
and Sixty-eighth, One Hundred and Seventy-first, and One Hundred and Seventy-fifth Pennsylvania 
regiments, and was known as the Keystone Brigade. It formed part of the Third Division, General 
Prince, Eighteenth Corps, General Foster. It here went into winter-quarters, and was engaged in 
fatigue and garrison duty. 
 
Early in March, General Prince's Division, with the Third New York Cavalry, made a reconnaissance 
into Jones and Onslow counties, encountering a few roving parties of the enemy, and taking some 
prisoners, and returned to camp on the 10th. About the middle of March, the enemy, under General 
D. H. Hill, appeared in front of Newbern, but was easily repulsed. He then moved off to Washington, 
on the Tar River, which he closely invested. Its defense was directed by General Foster in person, 
who had proceeded thither for that purpose; but being vastly out-numbered, the little garrison could 
with difficulty hold its works. 
 
General Prince at once headed a force for the relief of the place, which proceeded by transports, 
accompanied by gunboats. At Rodman's and Hill's points, some distance below Washington, the 
enemy had erected strong works, and mounted guns which commanded the navigation of the 
Pamlico River. On approaching these works, preparations were made to run through, but it was 
considered unsafe to do so, and the purpose was abandoned. 
 
Two regiments were then ordered to land, and carry the Hill's Point Battery by storm, the One 
Hundred and Seventy-first being one. But before the blow was delivered, they were withdrawn. Prince 
then returned with his force to Newbern, and Spinola was sent out with a force to make his way 
across the country, and break the enemy's lines in rear. 
 
On the 9th of April he arrived at Blount's Creek, where he found the bridge destroyed, the water 
dammed so as to flood an impassable swamp, and the enemy in position with artillery to dispute the 
passage. The troops were moved up on the right of the road, and the artillery at once opened on both 
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sides. For some time the infantry was exposed to a heavy fire, but fortunately the enemy's shots were 
aimed too high, and passed harmless overhead. Deeming it imprudent to attempt to carry the position 
by direct attack, Spinola withdrew. 
 
In the meantime, a gun-boat had succeeded in passing the batteries on the Pamlico River, and on 
this, Foster, on the 14th, ran down and returned to Newbern. He now concentrated his forces, and 
heading them in person, marched towards Washington; but on approaching, found that the enemy 
had raised the siege, and was in full retreat. 
 
On the 23d, Spinola's Brigade was sent up the Pamlico River, to Washington, where it was posted for 
the defense of the place. 
 
On the 29th of May, General Spinola was relieved of the command of the brigade, and was 
succeeded by Colonel Bierer. Towards the close of June, the brigade was ordered to Fortress 
Monroe, and upon its arrival there, was sent, with the exception of the One Hundred and Seventy-
fifth, to White House, on the Pamunky River, to join in a demonstration towards Richmond, ordered by 
General Dix, for a diversion in favor of the army at Gettysburg. 
 
Remaining in that vicinity until the 7th of July, it returned and proceeded to Harper's Ferry, arriving on 
the 9th. The rebel army was now in full retreat, and Meade following closely in pursuit. On the 11th, 
the regiment marched to Boonesboro, and thence to a position in a pass of the South Mountain, 
where it remained until after the enemy had escaped into Virginia, and the hope, fondly cherished, of 
crushing him in another decisive battle, had perished. It then proceeded to Frederick, and on the 3d 
of August, was ordered to Harrisburg, where, from the 6th to the 8th, it was mustered out of service. 
___________________________ 
1The troops recruited for the One Hundred and Seventieth, failed to affect a regimental organization, 
and were, consequently, assigned to other commands. 
 
Source:  Bates, Samuel P. History of the Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861-65, Harrisburg, 1868-1871. 
 

Organization 
Organized at Harrisburg October and November, 
1862. 
Moved to Washington, D.C., November 27; thence to 
Suffolk, Va. 
Attached to Spinola's Brigade, Division at Suffolk, Va., 
7th Corps, Dept. of Virginia, to January, 1863. 
1st Brigade, 5th Division, 18th Corps, Dept. of North 
Carolina, to May, 1863. 
District of the Pamlico, Dept. of North Carolina, to 
June, 1863. 
Spinola's Brigade, 7th Corps, Dept. of Virginia, to July, 
1863. 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., July, 1863. 

 

Service 
Duty at Suffolk, Va, till December 28. 
Moved to New Berne, N. C, December 28-January 1, 1863, 
and duty there till April, 1863. 
Expedition from New Berne to Trenton, Pollocksville, 
Young's Cross Roads and Swansborough March 6-10. 
Expedition to relief of Little Washington April 7-10. 
Blount's Creek April 9. 
Expedition to Swift Creek Village April 13-21. 
Duty at Little Washington till June. 
Ordered to Fortress Monroe, Va. 
Dix's Peninsula Campaign July 1-7. 
Moved to Washington, D. C, thence to Harper's Ferry, W. Va., July 7-9; 
thence to Boonsboro, Md., and reported to General Meade July 11. 
Pursuit of Lee July 11-24. 
Ordered to Harrisburg, Pa., August 3. 
Mustered out August 8, 1863. 

 

 
Losses: Regiment lost 38 by disease during service. 
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171st Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment 
 
 

The 171st Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment lost 38 enlisted men to disease during the Civil War. 
 
 

1862 

October and 
November 

Organized at Harrisburg under Colonel Everard Bierer, Lt. Colonel Theophilus 
Humphrey and Major Robert C. Cox 

November 27 Moved to Washington, D.C. then to Suffolk, Va. 

December Duty at Suffolk, Va, attached to Spinola’s Brigade, Division at Suffolk, Va., 7th 
Corps, Dept. of Virginia 

December 
28-January 1 

Moved to New Berne, N. C. and attached to 1st Brigade, 5th Division, 18th Corps, 
Dept. of North Carolina 

1863 

March 6-10 Expedition from New Berne to Trenton, Pollocksville, Young’s Cross Roads and 
Swansborough 

April 7-10 Expedition to relief of Little Washington 

April 9 Blount’s Creek 

April 13-21 Expedition to Swift Creek Village 

April – June Duty at Little Washington attached to District of the Pamlico, Dept. of North 
Carolina 

April 13 Colonel Bierer takes over the brigade from Brigadier General spinola 

June Ordered to Fortress Monroe, Va. and attached to Spinola’s Brigade, 7th Corps, 
Dept. of Virginia 

July 1-7 Dix’s Peninsula Campaign 

July 7-9 Moved to Washington, D. C. then to Harper’s Ferry, W. Va. 

July 11 To Boonsboro, Md., and reported to General Meade 

July 11-24 Pursuit of Lee 

August 3 Ordered to Harrisburg, Pa. 

August 8, Mustered out 
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Text: 
In regards to the One Hundred and Seventy First Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, the book "History 
of Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861-5" by Samuel P. Bates (Harrisburg, PA: B. Singerly, State Printer, 1870) 
states: "This regiment was mainly from the counties of Bradford, Juniata, Lycoming, Somerset, and Tioga, 
and was organized at Camp Curtin, about the middle of November, 1862, with the following field officers: 
Everard Bierer, of Fayette county, Colonel; Theophilus Humphrey, of Bradford county, Lieutenant Colonel; 
Robert C. Cox, of Tioga county, Major. Colonel Bierer had served as Captain in the Eleventh Reserve 
Regiment, and had been appointed commandant of Camp Curtin, with the rank of Colonel, on the 28th of 
October. On the 27th of November, the regiment left camp and proceeded by rail to Washington, thence 
by water to Norfolk, and thence by rail to Suffolk, Virginia. It was here assigned to Spinola's Brigade, of 
Ferry's Division, General Dix being in command of the Department. A school for instruction of officers was 
at once established, and the command subjected to thorough drill. 
 
On the 28th of December, it broke camp at Suffold, and marched to Ballard's Landing, on the Chowan 
River, and thence proceeded by transport to Newbern, North Carolina, arriving on the 1st of January, 
1863. Spinola's Brigade, at this time, consisted of the One Hundred and Fifty-eighth, One Hundred and 
Sixty-eighth, One Hundred and Seventy-first, and One Hundred and Seventy-fifth Pennsylvania 
regiments, and was known as the Keystone Brigade. It formed part of the Third Division, General Prince, 
Eighteenth Corps, General Foster. It here went into winter-quarters, and was engaged in fatigue and 
garrison duty. Early in March, General Prince's Division, with the Third New York Cavalry, made a 
reconnaissance into Jones and Onslow counties, encountering a few roving parties of the enemy, and 
taking some prisoners, and returning to camp on the 10th. About the middle of march, the enemy, under 
General D.H. Hill, appeared in front of Newbern, but was easily repulsed. He then moved off to 
Washington, on the Tar River, which he closely invested. Its defense was directed by General Foster in 
person, who had proceeded thither for that purpose; but being vastly out-numbered, the little garrison 
could with difficulty hold its works. General Prince at once headed a force for the relief of the place, which 
proceeded by transports, accompanied by gunboats. At Rodman's and Hill's points, some distance below 
Washington, the enemy had erected strong works, and mounted guns which commanded the navigation 
of the Pamlico River. On approaching these works, preparations were made to run through, but it was 
considered unsafe to do so, and the purpose was abandoned. Two regiments were then ordered to land, 
and carry the Hill's Point Battery by storm, the One Hundred and Seventy-first being one. But before the 
blow was delivered, they were withdrawn. Prince then returned with his force to Newbern, and Spinola 
was sent out with a force to make his way across the country, and break the enemy's lines in rear. On the 
9th of April he arrived at Blout's Creek, where he found the bridge destroyed, the water dammed so as to 
flood an impassable swamp, and the enemy in position with artillery to dispute the passage. The troops 
were moved up on the right of the road, and the artillery at once opened on both sides. For some time the 
infantry was exposed to a heavy fire, but fortunately the enemy's shots were aimed too high, and passed 
harmless overhead. Deeming it imprudent to attempt to carry the position by direct attack, Spinola 
withdrew. In the meantime, a gun-boat had succeeded in passing the batteries on the Pamlico River, and 
on this, Foster, on the 14th, ran down and returned to Newbern. He now concentrated his forces, and 
heading them in person, marched towards Washington; but un approaching, found that the enemy had 
raised the siege, and was in full retreat. On the 23d, Spinola's Brigade was sent up the Pamlico River, to 
Washington, where it was posted for the defense of the place. On the 29th of May, General Spinola was 
relieved of the command of the brigade, and was succeeded by Colonel Bierer. Towards the close of 
June, the brigade was ordered to Fortress Monroe, and upon its arrival there, was sent, with the exception 
of the One Hundred and Seventy-fifth, to White House, on the Pamunky River, to join in a demonstration 
towards Richmond, ordered by General Dix, for a diversion in favor of the army at Gettysburg. Remaining 
in that vicinity until the 7th of July, it returned and proceeded to Harper's Ferry, arriving on the 9th. The 
rebel army was now in full retreat, and Meade following closely in retreat. On the 11th, the regiment 
marched to Boonesboro, and thence to a position in a pass of the South Mountain, where it remained until 
after the enemy had escaped into Virginia, and the hope, fondly cherished, of crushing him in another 
decisive battle, had perished. It then proceeded to Frederick, and on the 3d of August, was ordered to 
Harrisburg, where, from the 6th to the 8th, it was mustered out of service." 
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171st PA. Infantry 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
171st Infantry, State Color. When Pennsylvania did 
not meet Lincoln's August 1862 request for 300,000 
nine-month volunteers, the Commonwealth drafted 
fifteen regiments between mid-October and early 
December, totaling 15,000 men. All fifteen regiments 
were mustered out of service by mid-August 1863. 
Few saw any combat action. Documentation for 
these regiments is lacking. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
171st Infantry, National Color. When 
Pennsylvania did not meet Lincoln's August 1862 
request for 300,000 nine-month volunteers, the 
Commonwealth drafted fifteen regiments 
between mid-October and early December, 
totaling 15,000 men. All fifteen regiments were 
mustered out of service by mid-August 1863. 
Few saw any combat action. Documentation for 
these regiments is lacking. 
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171st PA. Infantry, Regimental Color. 
 

 
 
When Pennsylvania did not meet Lincoln's August 1862 request for 300,000 nine-month volunteers, 
the Commonwealth drafted fifteen regiments between mid-October and early December, totaling 
15,000 men. All fifteen regiments were mustered out of service by mid-August 1863. Few saw any 
combat action. Documentation for these regiments is lacking. 
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Muster Sheets 
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Pension File
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Letters from Everard Bierer to Eli Slifer
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