
Frank S. Schieffer 
6th Ohio Infantry Regiment 

 

 

 
Residence was not listed; 21 years old. 

Enlisted on 4/20/1861 as a Corporal 
On 4/20/1861, he mustered into "F" Co. Ohio 6th Infantry. 

He was Mustered Out on 6/12/1861 at Cincinnati, OH 
Promotions: 

2nd Lieutenant 6/12/1861 
He also mustered into "F" Co. Ohio 6th Infantry 

(3 yrs) 
On 6/12/1861, he was commissioned into "F" Co. Ohio 6th Infantry. 

He was listed as: 
Prison of War 09/11/1861 Stewarts Run, VA   /   Wounded 12/31/1862 Stones River, TN 

Promotions: 
1st 2nd Lieutenant 6/12/1861 

7/19/1862 (As of Co. E) 
Captain 4/1/1864 (As of Co. A) 

Intra-regimental company transfers 
7/19/1862 From company F to company E 
4/1/1864 From company E to company A 

He was Mustered Out on 6/23/1864 at Camp Dennison, OH 
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Frank S. Schieffer 
6th Ohio Infantry Regiment 

 
At the age of 21, Frank S. Schieffer enlisted as a Corporal “F” Co Ohio 6th (3 month) Infantry on 
4/20/1861 for a period of 3 months and Mustered Out of 6/12/1861, Cincinnati, Ohio. He immediately 
reenlisted as a Sergeant and would promote to 2nd Lieutenant that same day and mustered into "F" 
Co. Ohio 6th Infantry (3 yrs).  
 
Three months later 09/11/1861, He would be captured and made a Prison-of-War at Stewarts Run, 
Virginia. The force captured at Stewarts Run consisted of three officers and forty-seven enlisted men 
to include 2nd Lieutenant Schieffer, and the officers were accounted brave and competent. Schieffer 
would initially be confined at Richmond, Virginia 09/19/1861; then sent to Tuscaloosa Alabama 
11/25/1861; then back to Richmond 12/03/61; in confinement at Salisbury, North Carolina 4/1862; 
released by Rebels on 07/14/1861 and paroled on 08/17/1862. He would rejoin his command in time 
to be promoted to 1st Lieutenant on 07/19/1862 as the regiment advance into Tennessee. Since he 
was previous captured and most likely lost his original sword, it was after this promotion he obtained 
his newly identified Ames Model 1850 Foot Officers. 

During the battle of Murfreesboro (Stones River) Tennessee on 31 December, 1862, Lieutenant 
Schieffer was severely wounded by a musket ball passing thought the left leg below the knee. After 
being in the hospital for surgery and recovery, he was discharged and Mustered-Out on 06/23/1864. 
However, this did not stop his military service because he would enlist into the Navy 10/10/1864 as 
an Ordinary Seaman and serve on the USS Grampus to 10/14/1864; the USS Great Western to 
11/03/1864, on the USS Rattier to 01/12/1865; and back to the  USS Great Western to June 1865 
when discharged. 
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Frank S. Schieffer 
6th Ohio Infantry Regiment 

Identified Ames Model 1850 Foot Officers sword 

 
This Ames Model 1850 Foot Officers sword is identified to 1st Lt. Frank S. Schieffer of the 6th Ohio 
Infantry Regiment. The sword is in excellent+ condition and is original. The hilt retains a good amount 
of original gold wash with 100% original shark-skin grip and twisted wire, and the original blade 
washer holds the frosty marked etched blade tight. The black leather scabbard has expected crazing 
with no breaks, and retains all gold wash mounts and screws with a little wear, and the top mount is 
Ames maker mark with the identification skillfully etched to the front. It has an exceptional sword knot! 

 

Frank S. Schieffer 

1st Lt. 6.” O. V. I. 
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UNION OHIO VOLUNTEERS 
6th Regiment, Ohio Infantry 

Overview: 
 

Organized at Camp Dennison, Ohio, June 18, 1861. Moved to Fetterman, W. Va., June 29-July 2. Attached to 
1st Brigade, Army of Occupation, West Virginia, to September, 1861. Reynolds' Command, Cheat Mountain, 
W. Va., to November, 1861. 10th Brigade, Army Ohio, to December, 1861. 10th Brigade, 4th Division, Army 
Ohio, to September, 1862. 10th Brigade, 4th Division, 2nd Corps, Army Ohio, to November, 1862. 3rd Brigade, 
2nd Division, Left Wing 14th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to January, 1863. 3rd Brigade, 2nd 
Division, 21st Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to October, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, 4th Army 
Corps, to June, 1864. 

Service: 
 

At Grafton, W. Va., July 2, 1861. March to Philippi July 4. West Virginia Campaign July 6-21. Laurel 
Hill July 8. Carrick's Ford July 13. Pursuit of Garnett's forces July 15-16. Duty at Beverly till August 6. 
Camp at Elkwater, foot of Cheat Mountain, August 6-November 19. Operations on Cheat 
Mountain against Lee September 11-17. Cheat Mountain Pass September 12. Reconnaissance up 
Tygart Valley September 26-29. Moved to Louisville November 19-30. Duty at Camp Buell till 
December 9, and at Camp Wickliffe, Ky., till February 14, 1862. Expedition down Ohio River to 
reinforce Gen. Grant at Fort Donelson, thence to Nashville, Tenn., February 14-25. Occupation of 
Nashville February 25, the first Regiment to enter city. Camp on Murfreesboro Pike till March 17. 
March to Savannah, Tenn., March 17-April 6. Battle of Shiloh, Tenn., April 6-7. Duty at Pittsburg 
Landing till May 24. Siege of Corinth, Miss., May 24-30. Occupation of Corinth May 30. Pursuit to 
Booneville May 30-July 12. Moved to Athens, Ala., and duty there till July 17. Ordered to 
Murfreesboro July 17, thence to McMinnville and duty there till August 17. March to Louisville, Ky., in 
pursuit of Bragg August 17-September 26. Pursuit of Bragg into Kentucky October 1-22. Battle 
of Perryville October 8. March to Nashville, Tenn., October 22-November 7, and duty there till 
December 26. Advance on Murfreesboro, Tenn., December 26-30. Battle of Stone's 
River December 30-31, 1862, and January 1-3, 1863. Duty at and near Murfreesboro till June. 
Actions at Woodbury, Tenn., January 24, and April 4. Middle Tennessee or Tullahoma Campaign 
June 23-July 7. At Manchester till August 16. Passage of Cumberland Mountains and Tennessee 
River, and Chickamauga (Ga.) Campaign August 16-September 22. Battle 
of Chickamauga September 19-20. Siege of Chattanooga, Tenn., September 24-November 23. 
Reopening Tennessee River October 26-29. Brown's Ferry October 27. Chattanooga-Ringgold 
Campaign November 23-27. Orchard Knob November 23-24. Mission Ridge November 25. March to 
relief of Knoxville, Tenn., November 28-December 8. Operations in East Tennessee till April, 1864. 
About Dandridge January 16-17. Garrison at Cleveland, Tenn., April 12-May 17, and at Resaca, Ga., 
guarding railroad bridge over the Oostanaula River, till June 6. Ordered to the rear for muster out 
June 6. Mustered out at Camp Dennison, Ohio, June 23, 1864, expiration of term. 
 
Regiment lost during service 4 Officers and 82 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 2 
Officers and 56 Enlisted men by disease. Total 144. 
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6th Ohio Infantry  
3 Months Service in the American Civil War 
 
Overview 
 
The 6th Ohio Infantry (Three Months’ Service) was an infantry regiment organized in Ohio for short-

term Federal service at the outset of the Civil War. Principally recruited from the Guthrie Gray 

Battalion, an independent military organization in Cincinnati, the regiment entered Union service in 

April and May 1861. It served under the United States in the Western Theater during the initial 

mobilization period following the outbreak of hostilities. 

 

This unit is distinct from the 6th Ohio Infantry (Three Years’ Service). 
 
Organization & Service 
 
The 6th Ohio Infantry (Three Months’ Service) was enrolled on April 20, 1861, and mustered into 

United States service at Camp Harrison on April 27, 1861, with Companies H and K mustered in on 

May 10 and 12, respectively. The regiment was primarily composed of men from Cincinnati, drawn 

from the Guthrie Gray Battalion. After initial muster, the regiment moved to Camp Dennison for 

equipping and preparation for field service. 

 

While the regiment was still being organized and equipped, President Lincoln issued a call for 

300,000 men for three years’ service. The majority of the 6th Ohio’s members chose to reenlist for the 

longer term between June 6 and June 18, 1861, forming the nucleus of the subsequent three years’ 

regiment. Those who did not reenlist for the extended service were mustered out with their 

companies on August 21, 1861, at Cincinnati. The regiment’s three months’ term was thus largely 

spent in organization, training, and transition to longer service, with no major field operations 

recorded for this period. 
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6th Ohio Infantry 
3 Years Service in the American Civil War 

 
 
Overview 

 

The 6th Ohio Infantry (Three Years’ Service) was an infantry regiment organized at Camp Dennison, 

Ohio, in June 1861 for service in the Union Army during the American Civil War. Serving primarily in 

the Western Theater, the regiment participated in several major campaigns and engagements, 

earning distinction for its actions in battles such as Shiloh, Stones River, Chickamauga, and 

Missionary Ridge. 

 

This unit is distinct from the 6th Ohio Infantry (Three Months’ Service). 

 

Organization & Service 

 

The 6th Ohio Infantry (Three Years’ Service) was mustered into Federal service at Camp Dennison in 

June 1861. Shortly after organization and equipment, the regiment was ordered to western Virginia, 

where it participated in operations around Laurel Hill and the pursuit of Confederate forces, 

culminating in the action at Carrick’s Ford. 

 

In April 1862, the regiment was transferred to the Western Theater, arriving at Savannah, Tennessee, 

on April 5. The following day, as the Battle of Shiloh began, the 6th Ohio marched to the battlefield 

and was among the first of General Buell’s troops to cross the river under fire. The regiment was 

immediately engaged in repelling the final Confederate assault on the Union left that evening. 

Subsequently, the 6th Ohio took part in the operations before Corinth and the pursuit of retreating 

Confederate forces. 

 

In December 1862, the regiment was heavily engaged at the Battle of Stones River, suffering 

significant casualties. The 6th Ohio continued to serve in the Army of the Cumberland, participating in 

the Battle of Chickamauga in September 1863, where it again sustained heavy losses. During the 

Chattanooga Campaign, the regiment was in the advance at Orchard Knob and took part in the 

charge up Missionary Ridge. It then participated in the Knoxville campaign and joined the Atlanta 

Campaign in the spring of 1864. 

 

The regiment was relieved from duty on June 6, 1864, and ordered home. It arrived in Cincinnati on 

June 15, 1864, and was mustered out at Camp Dennison on June 23, 1864, with an aggregate of 30 

officers and 495 enlisted men. 
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6th Ohio Infantry Regiment 
 

The 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment was a Union volunteer infantry unit that served in the American 
Civil War from 1861 to 1864, primarily in the Western Theater, participating in key campaigns such as 
the West Virginia Campaign, Shiloh, Stones River, Chickamauga, and Chattanooga. Organized at 
Camp Dennison near Cincinnati, Ohio, on June 18, 1861, under Colonel William K. Bosley, the 
regiment initially drew from veterans of a short-term 3-month unit known as the "Guthrie Greys," 
mustering approximately 900 men for three years' service. It quickly moved to West Virginia, 
attaching to the 1st Brigade, Army of Occupation, and saw early action in the West Virginia Campaign 
(July 6–22, 1861), including the engagements at Laurel Hill (July 8), and Carrick's Ford (July 13), 
contributing to the Union victory over Confederate forces under General Robert Garnett.  
 
In late 1861, the regiment transferred to Kentucky, reinforcing Major General Ulysses S. Grant at Fort 
Donelson in February 1862 before advancing to occupy Nashville, Tennessee, on February 25, 1862, 
as the first Union unit to enter the city. It then joined the Army of the Ohio under Major General Don 
Carlos Buell, marching to Pittsburg Landing for the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where it fought 
in Nelson's Division and helped repel Confederate assaults. Subsequent service included the Siege 
of Corinth, Mississippi (May 10–30, 1862), pursuit of Confederate General Braxton Bragg into 
Kentucky, and the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862), after which it attached to the 14th Army 
Corps, Army of the Cumberland. The regiment endured severe fighting at the Battle of Stones 
River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), suffering heavy casualties while holding key positions 
near Murfreesboro, Tennessee.  
 
Under Colonel Nicholas L. Anderson, who commanded from mid-1862 onward, the unit pressed 
forward in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 7, 1863) and the Chickamauga Campaign, 
enduring devastating losses at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where it lost 
over 125 men killed, wounded, or missing. It then participated in the Siege of Chattanooga 
(November 23–December 5, 1863), including assaults on Orchard Knob and Missionary Ridge during 
the Chattanooga-Ringgold Campaign (November 23–27, 1863), and marched to relieve Knoxville in 
late November. By early 1864, with its enlistment expiring amid the Atlanta Campaign, the regiment 
performed garrison duty at Resaca, Georgia, guarding vital bridges before returning north; it mustered 
out at Camp Dennison on June 23, 1864, having suffered 144 total casualties (86 killed or mortally 
wounded, 58 to disease).  
 

Formation and Organization 
 

Recruitment and Composition 
 
The 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment was formed in April 1861 in Cincinnati, Ohio, initially as a three-
month regiment in response to President Abraham Lincoln's call for 75,000 volunteers following the 
fall of Fort Sumter. Recruitment efforts were led by key officers, including Adjutant Nicholas L. 
Anderson, who later rose to command the regiment as colonel, along with Major William K. Bosley 
and other members of the nucleus unit, the Independent Guthrie Greys Battalion, a pre-war militia 
organization established in 1854. Volunteers were primarily drawn from urban Cincinnati and 
surrounding rural areas in southwestern Ohio, with enlistments surging after news of the Baltimore 
riot on April 19, 1861, filling ranks rapidly at Camp Harrison, established that same day at the 
Cincinnati Trotting Park. The regiment was mustered into federal service on April 27, 1861 (with 
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Companies H and K following on May 10 and 12), under Colonel William K. Bosley, totaling 
approximately 800 to 900 men organized into ten companies labeled A through K (skipping J).  
 
The composition of the regiment reflected Cincinnati's diverse population, consisting mainly of native-
born Ohioans and German-American immigrants who formed a significant portion of the volunteers, 
many of whom had prior militia experience in units like the Guthrie Greys. Companies were 
commanded by captains such as Marcus A. Westcott (A), Julian White (B), and Frank H. Ehrman (D), 
with the rank-and-file including laborers, clerks, and young professionals motivated by patriotism and 
economic incentives. Upon arrival of equipment at Camp Dennison on May 16, 1861, the men 
adopted gray uniforms, though elements of the original militia drew inspiration from zouave-style 
attire, featuring baggy trousers, short jackets, and fezzes reminiscent of the French Foreign Legion, 
which added to their distinctive appearance during early drills and parades. Health and morale 
remained high despite rainy conditions, bolstered by civilian support and regimental activities like 
music and athletics.  
 
The three-month 6th Ohio Infantry participated in the West Virginia Campaign in July 1861 before 
returning to Camp Dennison, where those who declined to re-enlist were mustered out on July 24, 
1861. Amid President Lincoln's July 22, 1861, call for 300,000 three-year volunteers, a majority of the 
original members re-enlisted shortly after, joining the newly organized three-year 6th Ohio Infantry 
Regiment as veteran replacements. This three-year unit, also under Bosley initially, had been 
separately mustered into service on June 18, 1861, at Camp Dennison, drawing its initial core from 
new Cincinnati volunteers and militia like the Guthrie Greys. Further veteran re-enlistments occurred 
in May 1864, when surviving members of the three-year regiment, now battle-hardened, signed on for 
additional terms with federal and state bounties offered as incentives, preserving the regiment's 
continuity through the war's later phases. 
  

Initial Training and Equipment 
 
The 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment underwent its initial organization and training primarily at Camp 
Harrison near Cincinnati, Ohio, beginning on April 19, 1861, before relocating to Camp Dennison on 
May 17, 1861, where preparations continued until late June. At Camp Harrison, the regiment, drawing 
from Cincinnati volunteers including the Independent Guthrie Greys as Companies A and B, focused 
on basic mustering and rudimentary drills under Major William K. Bosley, with Captain Gordon 
Granger overseeing formal enlistment on April 27. Upon arrival at Camp Dennison—a site selected 
by General George B. McClellan and laid out by Captain William S. Rosecrans—the training 
intensified with daily company and regimental exercises in infantry tactics, including alignment, 
wheelings, turns, squad movements, marching, company formations, and introductory bayonet 
practice, all conducted under the supervision of field officers such as Lieutenant Colonel Nicholas L. 
Anderson, who emphasized discipline from the outset. These sessions, often followed by evening 
dress parades and brigade reviews, prepared the roughly 1,000 men for field service, though the 
volunteers remained relatively raw by departure on June 29. 
 
Equipment issuance began sporadically in mid-May 1861 at Camp Dennison, where the regiment 
received 853 muskets—likely altered flintlock smoothbores—along with basic accoutrements such as 
knapsacks, haversacks, canteens, and camp utensils, though distribution was uneven and reliant on 
private funding for some units like the Guthrie Greys. Uniforms were similarly limited, with only 414 
gray outfits provided initially for select companies, while others wore civilian shirts and caps; standard 
federal-issue gray uniforms arrived later but were not complete by muster-out of the three-months' 
service. The interior companies were armed with smooth-bore Springfield muskets, while flanking 
companies A and H later received more accurate Enfield rifles upon reorganization for three-years' 
service on June 18; these weapons, supplemented by ammunition loads of up to 56,000 rounds 
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prepared for transport, formed the core armament, though no rifled variants like the .58-caliber 
Springfield or Austrian Lorenz were noted in initial outfitting. Tents, including Sibley models, and 
wagons were procured but often incomplete, contributing to improvised shelters during early moves. 
 
Logistical challenges plagued the early months, including shortages of arms, uniforms, and transport 
that delayed full equipping until federal supplies resolved them by late June 1861; for instance, the 
regiment departed Camp Dennison with incomplete tents and relied on four light wagons for a 30-mile 
march, lacking full haversacks and provisions at times. Medical setup was established concurrently, 
with Starling Loving appointed as regimental surgeon—a graduate of Starling Medical College in 
Columbus—and Fisher W. Ames as assistant surgeon, both ensuring routine health amid excellent 
overall conditions, marked by only isolated incidents like the drowning of Private John Bliven of 
Company D on May 29. This preparation, bolstered briefly by the discipline from the regiment's 
Cincinnati roots including German-American elements familiar with European tactics, positioned the 
6th Ohio for its first deployments despite these hurdles. 
 

Early Campaigns 
 

West Virginia Campaign 
 
The 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment, organized at Camp Dennison, Ohio, on June 18, 1861, did not 
participate in the First Bull Run Campaign in northern Virginia. Instead, during the same period in July 
1861, the regiment was deployed to western Virginia as part of Union efforts to counter Confederate 
advances in the region and secure loyalist support. Transported by rail to Fetterman, West Virginia, 
arriving June 29 to July 2, it was attached to the 1st Brigade, Army of Occupation, under Brigadier 
General George B. McClellan.  
 
The regiment's initial movements involved a rapid march to Philippi on July 4, arriving after the Battle 
of Philippi on June 3, which marked the first organized Union victory of the war. Advancing further, 
the 6th Ohio joined the West Virginia Campaign from July 6 to 21, engaging in operations around 
Laurel Hill on July 8 and pursuing retreating Confederates. On July 13, elements of the regiment 
supported actions at Carrick's Ford, where Confederate Brigadier General Robert S. Garnett became 
the first general officer killed in the war during the engagement. These early skirmishes marked the 
unit's first exposure to combat, though losses were light and primarily from disease rather than battle 
wounds.  
 
Following these successes, the regiment remained on duty at Beverly until August 6, guarding supply 
lines and conducting reconnaissance amid rugged terrain that tested the volunteers' endurance. The 
concurrent disaster at First Bull Run on July 21 highlighted the war's intensity elsewhere, but the 6th 
Ohio's operations in West Virginia helped consolidate Union control over the area, preventing 
Confederate reinforcement of eastern forces. Morale among the men rose from their survival and 
minor victories, though the campaign exposed logistical challenges, including shortages of equipment 
during rainy marches. By late July, the regiment shifted to Elkwater at the foot of Cheat Mountain, 
preparing for further operations against Confederate positions, including reconnaissance up Tygart 
Valley from September 26-29, 1861.  
 

Move to Kentucky 
 
In November 1861, the 6th Ohio transferred to the Western Theater, moving to Louisville, Kentucky, 
from November 19-30, and performing duty at Camp Buell until December 9 and Camp Wickliffe until 
February 14, 1862. The regiment then joined an expedition down the Ohio River to reinforce Major 
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General Ulysses S. Grant at Fort Donelson, Tennessee, advancing to occupy Nashville on February 
25, 1862, as the first Union unit to enter the city. It encamped on the Murfreesboro Pike until March 
17, before marching to Savannah, Tennessee, in preparation for further operations. 
  

Non-Participation in Major Eastern Theater Battles 
 
The 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment's service was confined to the Western Theater due to Union strategic 
priorities focused on securing the Mississippi River and Tennessee, resulting in no participation in 
major Eastern Theater battles. Its assignments prevented involvement in operations with the Army of 
the Potomac. Below is a summary of its activities during the periods of key Eastern engagements.  
 

Battle of Antietam 
 
The 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment did not participate in the Battle of Antietam on September 17, 1862, 
as it was assigned to operations in the Western Theater during the Maryland Campaign. Organized in 
June 1861 at Camp Dennison, Ohio, the regiment had been attached to the Army of Occupation in 
West Virginia and later transferred to the Army of Ohio, where it conducted duties in Kentucky and 
Tennessee throughout the fall of 1862. In September 1862, while Union forces under Major General 
George B. McClellan clashed with Confederate General Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia 
near Sharpsburg, Maryland, the 6th Ohio was engaged in the pursuit of Confederate General Braxton 
Bragg's forces into Kentucky as part of the larger Confederate Heartland Offensive.  
 
Instead of joining the Army of the Potomac's IX Corps or advancing on Sharpsburg, the regiment 
marched from Murfreesboro, Tennessee, to Louisville, Kentucky, arriving in late September to 
reinforce Federal defenses against Bragg's invasion. This positioning kept the 6th Ohio focused on 
midwestern campaigns, including the subsequent Battle of Perryville on October 8, 1862, where it 
supported Union efforts to repel the Confederate advance. No records indicate any transfer to 
Ambrose Burnside's command or involvement in assaults along Antietam Creek, such as at 
Rohrbach's Bridge (later known as Burnside's Bridge), nor in supporting actions near the Sunken 
Road. The regiment's absence from the Eastern Theater engagements underscores its primary role in 
protecting Union lines in the West, contributing to victories like Shiloh earlier that year but missing the 
bloodiest single day of the war.  
 

Battle of Fredericksburg 
 
The 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment did not participate in the Battle of Fredericksburg (December 11–15, 
1862), as it remained in the Western Theater throughout late 1862, assigned to the Army of the 
Cumberland following its service in the Army of the Ohio. At that time, the regiment was encamped 
near Nashville, Tennessee, as part of the 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, Left Wing, 14th Army Corps, 
preparing for operations against Confederate forces in Middle Tennessee. On December 26, it joined 
the advance on Murfreesboro as part of Major General William S. Rosecrans's army, culminating in 
the Battle of Stones River later that month. This deployment kept the unit far from the Eastern 
Theater engagements under Major General Ambrose E. Burnside, where the IX Corps conducted 
assaults on Marye's Heights across the Rappahannock River. No records indicate any transfer or 
involvement of the 6th Ohio in Virginia operations during this period.  
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Battle of Chancellorsville 
 
During the Battle of Chancellorsville from May 1 to 6, 1863, the 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment was not 
present, as it was assigned to the Western Theater and had no involvement in the Army of the 
Potomac's operations in Virginia. At that time, the regiment was encamped near Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee, as part of the 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, 21st Army Corps in the Army of the Cumberland, 
following its service in the Stones River Campaign. It conducted routine duty and minor operations in 
Middle Tennessee, including an engagement at Woodbury on April 4, 1863, where it helped repel 
Confederate cavalry raids.  
 
The regiment's limited activity during this period reflected its strategic positioning to secure Union 
gains in Tennessee against potential Confederate threats from the south and east, rather than 
contributing to Major General Joseph Hooker's offensive against General Robert E. Lee's Army of 
Northern Virginia. No direct combat or significant casualties were recorded for the 6th Ohio in May 
1863, allowing it to maintain strength for upcoming operations. Shortly after Chancellorsville, in late 
June 1863, the unit advanced as part of the Tullahoma Campaign, advancing from Murfreesboro 
toward Chattanooga without notable internal disruptions or reenlistment issues documented at the 
time.  
 
This detachment from Eastern Theater engagements underscored the divided nature of Union 
strategy, with the 6th Ohio focused on consolidating control in the Cumberland theater amid broader 
Confederate maneuvers. The absence of frontline exposure at Chancellorsville meant the regiment 
observed the Union's tactical setbacks indirectly through army-wide reports, reinforcing the 
importance of coordinated multi-theater efforts in its ongoing training and preparedness.  
 

Gettysburg and Aftermath 
 
The 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment did not participate in the Battle of Gettysburg or any Eastern Theater 
campaigns, as it served exclusively in the Western Theater throughout the war. 
  

Post-Chattanooga Operations 
 
Following the Chattanooga Campaign, the regiment engaged in operations in East Tennessee from 
late 1863 to April 1864, including actions around Dandridge in January 1864. As its three-year 
enlistment neared expiration amid the ongoing Atlanta Campaign, the unit was assigned garrison duty 
at Resaca, Georgia, where it guarded important bridges. The regiment then returned to Ohio and 
mustered out at Camp Dennison on June 23, 1864. 
  

Later War Service 
 

Overland Campaign 
 
The 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment did not participate in the Overland Campaign of 1864, as it remained 
in the Western Theater throughout its service. By early 1864, the regiment was engaged in operations 
in East Tennessee and northern Georgia as part of the 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, 4th Army Corps, 
Army of the Cumberland. 
  
In January 1864, the unit saw action near Dandridge, Tennessee, where it helped repel Confederate 
cavalry raids during harsh winter conditions. Following this, it performed garrison duty at Cleveland, 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



Tennessee, from April 12 to May 17, securing supply lines against guerrilla threats. The regiment 
then moved to Resaca, Georgia, where it guarded the vital railroad bridge over the Oostanaula River 
until June 6, contributing to the logistical support for Union advances in the Atlanta Campaign. These 
duties underscored the regiment's role in maintaining Union control over key transportation routes in 
the West, rather than joining Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant's offensive against Gen. Robert E. Lee in 
Virginia.  
 
The expiration of the regiment's three-year enlistment term in May 1864 prompted its withdrawal from 
active field service. On June 6, it was ordered to Camp Dennison, Ohio, for muster out, arriving in 
Cincinnati on June 15 amid public receptions honoring its veterans. The regiment was officially 
disbanded on June 23, 1864, having suffered 144 total casualties (86 killed or mortally wounded, 58 
to disease). Remaining veterans and recruits were transferred to other units to continue the fight in 
the Western Theater. This timely muster out reflected the intense attrition faced by three-year units, 
allowing many original members to return home after grueling campaigns like Stones River and 
Chickamauga. 
  

Siege of Petersburg and Appomattox 
 
Following the Atlanta Campaign's opening movements, the 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment concluded its 
field service in the Western Theater by guarding the railroad bridge over the Oostanaula River at 
Resaca, Georgia, from May to June 6, 1864. 
  
On June 6, the regiment received orders to return to Ohio for muster out, as its three-year enlistment 
term had expired. It marched northward and was officially disbanded at Camp Dennison near 
Cincinnati on June 23, 1864.Consequently, the 6th Ohio did not participate in the Siege of 
Petersburg, which began with Union assaults on the Dimmock Line on June 15–18, 1864, nor in the 
ensuing trench warfare or the Appomattox Campaign of March–April 1865 leading to Robert E. Lee's 
surrender on April 9. Veterans who chose to continue serving were transferred to other units, but the 
regiment itself ceased to exist as an organized body. Final payroll processing occurred at Camp 
Dennison, marking the end of its contributions to the Union war effort. 
  

Casualties, Legacy, and Notable Figures 
 

Casualty Statistics 
 
The 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment suffered significant losses during its service in the Western Theater, 
with official records indicating a total of 144 deaths. Of these, 86 were from battle, including 4 officers 
and 82 enlisted men killed or mortally wounded, while 58 resulted from disease, comprising 2 officers 
and 56 enlisted men. These figures are drawn from compiled service records and reflect the 
regiment's exposure to intense combat and harsh campaign conditions from 1861 to 1864. 
 
Breakdowns by cause reveal battle deaths totaling approximately 86, with disease accounting for the 
majority of non-combat losses at 58; company-level variations existed due to ethnic concentrations, 
such as higher desertion rates in companies with larger numbers of recent immigrants, though overall 
cohesion was maintained through veteran reenlistments in 1864, which helped stabilize the unit and 
reduce subsequent losses. (Ohio Adjutant General's Report, referencing regimental rosters) 
 
The regiment's heaviest casualties occurred at the Battle of Chickamauga in September 1863, where 
it lost 132 men killed, wounded, and missing out of 354 engaged. At Stones River in December 1862–
January 1863, losses totaled 159 out of 383, including substantial wounded and prisoners. These 
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peaks highlight the 6th Ohio's role in key Army of the Cumberland operations, with survival rates 
improving after mid-1863 due to reenlistment bonuses and unit experience, contrasting with higher 
early-war desertions among initial enlistees (estimated at 10-15% regiment-wide). 
 
Compared to other Ohio regiments, the 6th's death rate of about 14% (144 out of roughly 1,000 
mustered) was slightly above the state average of 11% for infantry units, attributable to its 
participation in high-casualty battles like Chickamauga. (cross-referenced with Ohio Adjutant General 
summaries for infantry losses). 
 

Post-War Legacy and Monuments 
 
Following the muster-out of the 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment on June 23, 1864, at Camp Dennison, 
Ohio, its veterans contributed to the preservation of their service history through published accounts 
and participation in fraternal organizations like the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR). A 
comprehensive regimental history, The Story of a Regiment, was authored by Ebenezer Hannaford, a 
former sergeant in the unit, and published in 1868, detailing the campaigns and personal narratives to 
honor the soldiers' experiences. This work served as an early effort to document the regiment's role in 
the Western Theater, influencing subsequent historical interpretations of Ohio's Civil War 
contributions.  
 
Monuments commemorating the 6th Ohio Infantry were erected at key battlefields as part of post-war 
efforts to memorialize Union sacrifices. At Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park, a 
16.5-foot granite monument dedicated in 1895 stands along a walking trail south of Brotherton Road, 
inscribed with details of the regiment's actions during the September 1863 battle, where it suffered 
significant losses under Colonel Nicholas L. Anderson's command. Similarly, a memorial stone at 
Shiloh National Military Park honors the regiment's participation in the April 1862 engagement, 
reflecting state-funded initiatives to mark Ohio troops' positions. These structures, often featuring a 
granite soldier at rest with rifle, underscore the regiment's enduring place in national memory.  
 
The regiment's legacy extended into Ohio's military heritage through its lineage, which was 
perpetuated in the Ohio National Guard. The 6th Ohio Infantry's traditions were incorporated into the 
147th Infantry Regiment, activated for World War I service in the 37th "Buckeye" Division, where it 
fought in major offensives like the Meuse-Argonne. This connection highlights the unit's influence on 
Ohio's volunteer military tradition across conflicts. 
 
In modern times, the National Park Service maintains interpretations of the 6th Ohio Infantry's service 
at sites like Chickamauga and Shiloh, integrating the regiment's story into educational programs and 
battlefield tours to contextualize the broader Civil War narrative. These efforts ensure the regiment's 
tactical contributions, such as its defense at Stones River, remain accessible to visitors, fostering 
ongoing recognition of its historical significance. 
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Frank S. Schieffer 
Ordinary Seaman 

Naval Ship  
 

USS Grampus (1863) 
 

The second USS Grampus was a side-wheel steamer in the United States Navy. She was named for 
a member of the dolphin family (Delphinidae): Grampus griseus, also known as Risso's dolphin. 
 

Originally named Ion, she was purchased by Rear Admiral David D. Porter for the U.S. Navy on 22 
July 1863, at Cincinnati, Ohio, for US$9750. She was stationed at Cincinnati, Ohio, and used as 
a receiving ship for the Mississippi Squadron. By 14 November 1863, with Acting Master Elijah 
Sells in command, she was recognized as a "nice little receiving vessel in first-rate order," but 
contained no furnishings or weapons other than ten cutlasses and revolvers. 
 

With Acting Ensign C.W. Litherbury in command, Grampus remained at Cincinnati, Ohio, assisting in 
stripping of ships for conversion to gunboats, and effecting their delivery to fleet staging points for the 
Mississippi Squadron, principally Cairo, Illinois, and Mound City, Illinois 
 

USS Great Western 
 

USS Great Western (1857) was a wooden-hulled sidewheel steamer acquired by the Union Navy 
during the American Civil War and employed as an ordnance boat to supply ammunition and stores to 
flotilla vessels along the Mississippi River and its tributaries. Built in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1857 with a 
displacement of 429 tons and lightly armed with one 12-pounder, one 32-pounder, and one 6-
pounder smoothbore guns, she was purchased by the War Department on 10 February 1862 and 
transferred to Navy control on 30 September 1862 after initial service with the Western Flotilla.  
 

Operating principally from Cairo, Illinois, Great Western supported key Union campaigns, including 
the prolonged siege of Vicksburg by providing ordnance at the Yazoo River mouth and participating in 
joint operations against Confederate positions in December 1862; she also repelled a Confederate 
cavalry attack near the Arkansas River on 30 July 1862 while attached to the Mortar 
Flotilla. Following Vicksburg's fall in July 1863, the vessel continued as a supply ship at landings such 
as Skipwith's and Goodrich's before transitioning to receiving ship duties at Cairo and Mound City, 
Illinois, until sold at auction on 29 November 1865. Though not a combatant in major engagements, 
her logistical role underscored the Navy's emphasis on maintaining riverine supply lines essential to 
Union strategy in the Western Theater.  
 

USS Rattler 
 

USS Rattler was a steamer acquired by the Union Navy during the American Civil War. 
She was used by the Navy to patrol navigable waterways of the Confederate States of America, 
especially the Mississippi River, and to be employed as a gunboat when required. 
 

On 30 December 1864, during a heavy gale near Grand Gulf, Mississippi, Rattler's anchor cable 
parted and she was driven ashore, struck a snag, and sank. After her supplies and most of her guns 
were salvaged, she was abandoned. Rebel troops subsequently set Rattler afire and destroyed her. 
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Regimental Colors of the 6th O.V.I. 
 
 

This blue silk flag served as the regimental colors of the 6th Ohio Volunteer Infantry. The flag was 
manufactured in the United States between 1861 and 1864. The United States arms is positioned in 
the flag's center. The arms consist of an embroidered, gold-colored bald eagle holding an olive 
branch in its right talon and a bundle of thirteen arrows in its left talon. The eagle holds in its beak a 
painted, gold-outlined scroll with the motto "E PLURIBUS UNUM" (Latin for "one out of many"). A 
shield with red and white stripes and a blue upper portion is positioned on the eagle's breast. A cloud 
with rays extending above it is painted above the arms. Four gold stars remain between the cloud and 
the arms. Due to deterioration some stars have been lost. Gold text to the left of the arms reads: 
"PRESENTED BY THE." Text to the right of the arms is no longer legible or intact due to 
deterioration. Portions of a gold banner remain below the arms. The flag has gold fringe on its top, 
right, and bottom sides. 
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