
Gershom Morse Barber 
5th Ohio Sharp Shooters 

1st Battalion, Ohio Sharpshooters 

Residence was not listed; 37 years old 

 

Enlisted on 10/7/1862 as a 2nd Lieutenant 
On 12/5/1862, he was commissioned - "5th Independent” Co. Ohio Sharpshooters 

Commanded the 1st Battalion, Ohio Sharpshooters   
 

He was discharged for promotion on 4/11/1865 

On 4/12/1865, he was commissioned into Field & Staff Ohio 197th Infantry 
He was Mustered Out on 7/31/1865 at Camp Bradford, Baltimore, MD 

 

Promotions: 
Captain 11/1/1862 

Lt Colonel 4/12/1865 (As of 197th OH Inf) 
Colonel 3/13/1865 by Brevet 

Brigadier General 3/13/1865 by Brevet 
 

Born 10/2/1823 in Locke, Cayuga County, NY 
Died 7/20/1903 in Cleveland, OH 
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GERSHOM M. BARBER 

  
BARBER, GERSHOM M. (2 Oct. 1823-20 July 1903), was an educator, lawyer, and judge who also 

served in the CIVIL WAR. Born in Groton, N.Y., to Phineas and Orpha Barber, he came to Berlin 

Twp., Ohio with his family at age 7. At 15 he enrolled in Norwalk Seminary and, after teaching in 

Kentucky for a few years, attended Western Reserve College in Hudson, transferring to Michigan 

University from which he graduated in 1850. From 1850-56, Barber was a professor of mathematics 

and languages at Baldwin Institute; serving the last 2 years as principal. He resigned to study law 

under Samuel B. Prentiss in Cleveland, and was admitted to the bar in 1857. 

Barber entered the Civil War as a 2nd lieutenant in Oct. 1862. From March 1863 – April 1865, he 

commanded a battalion of sharpshooters, attaining the rank of captain. Toward the war's end, he was 

promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel and was recommended by General Thomas for a brevet commission 

of brigadier general. In June and July 1865, Barber served as president of the Military Examining 

Court. 

 After the war, Barber developed a successful law practice in Cleveland with W. W. Andrews. He was 

a Cleveland city councilman from 1872-73, and in 1873 was elected a judge of the 2nd Superior 

Court. In 1875, Barber was elected to a 5-year term in the common pleas court; he was reelected in 

1880. Barber made notable gifts to the Cleveland Law Library. He married Huldah Lavinia Seeley in 

1851 and had 5 children: Clarence, Ida, Marion, Arthur, and Earnest. Barber died in Cleveland and 

was buried in WOODLAND CEMETERY. 
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GERSHOM M. BARBER 

Civil War Union Brevet Brigadier General.  

Born in Cayuga County, New York, he was a lawyer in 

practice, when enlisted in the Union Army and was 

commissioned a Lieutenant of the 5th Company, 1st 

Battalion, Ohio Sharpshooters at the start of the Civil War.  

He participated in all its battles to include Chickamauga, 

Mission Ridge, Atlanta, and Nashville.  

Promoted Captain, he held a position at headquarters of the 

Army of the Cumberland, when the 197th Ohio Volunteer 

Infantry was formed.  

Rising through the ranks to Lieutenant Colonel in command 

of the 197th Ohio Infantry. 

For meritorious services, he was brevetted Brigadier General 

of US Volunteers on March 13, 1865. After the war he was a 

judge in Cleveland, Ohio and wrote several books on legal 

subjects. He died at age 79 in Cleveland, Ohio. 

         

 

 

 

Captain Gershom Morse Barber; 

Commanded the 1st Ohio Sharp Shooters 
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PRESENTATION SWORD 
1ST BATTALION OHIO SHARPSHOOTERS 

 
This Clauberg made, James P. Fitch retailer sword was presented to Captain Gershom M. Barber. 

Barber entered the Civil War as a 2nd lieutenant in Oct. 1862. From March 1863 – April 1865, he 

commanded a battalion of sharpshooters, attaining the rank of captain.  

The 1st Ohio Sharpshooters Battalion was an irregular sharpshooter battalion in the Union 

Army during the American Civil War that specialized in ambush, close combat, irregular warfare, 

long range shooting, reconnaissance in dangerous areas, screening, and tracking targets. 

Barber participated in all its battles to include Chickamauga, Mission Ridge, Atlanta, and 

Nashville. 

Toward the war's end, Barber was promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel in command of the 197th Ohio 

Infantry, and was recommended by General Thomas for a brevet commission of brigadier general. In 

June and July 1865, he served as president of the Military Examining Court.   

The sword is a German Silver hilt Foot Officers sword with both maker and retailer marks. The grip is 

tight with original twisted brass wire, but there appears to be some loose metal inside the grip. It is 

only noticeable when you move the sword. The blade has strong deep etching and no pitting or rust. 

The steel scabbard has high-grade ornate mounts with the presentation between the top two carry 

mounts. 

Presented to 

Capt. G. M. Barber 

1 st Batt. Ohio Sharpshooters 

1864 
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1st Ohio Sharpshooters Battalion 
The 1st Ohio Sharpshooters Battalion was an irregular sharpshooter battalion in the Union 

Army during the American Civil War that specialized in ambush, close combat, irregular warfare, 

long range shooting, reconnaissance in dangerous areas, screening, and tracking targets. 

1st Ohio Sharpshooters Battalion 

Active March 1863 to July 28, 1865 

Country United States 

Allegiance Union 

Type Sharpshooter 

Role Ambush 

Close combat 

Irregular warfare 

Long range shooting 

Patrolling 

Raiding 

Reconnaissance 

Screening 

Tracking 

Engagements Battle of Chickamauga 

Chattanooga campaign 

Battle of Lookout Mountain 

Battle of Missionary Ridge 

Battle of Bentonville 

Service 

The 1st Ohio Sharpshooters Battalion was organized from four independent companies of 

sharpshooters and served at the headquarters of Generals William S. Rosecrans and George H. 

Thomas, commanders of the Army and Department of the Cumberland, March 1863 through July 

1865. 

The 5th Independent Company Sharpshooters was organized at Camp Cleveland in Cleveland, Ohio, 

and mustered in February 25, 1863, and mustered out July 19, 1865. This company was also known 

as Barber's Sharpshooters. 

The 6th Independent Company Sharpshooters was organized at Camp Cleveland, Ohio, and 

mustered in December 30, 1862, and mustered out July 19, 1865. This company was also known as 

Coe's Sharpshooters and Thomas' Bodyguard. 

The 7th Independent Company Sharpshooters was organized at Camp Cleveland, Ohio, and 

mustered in January 27, 1863, and mustered out July 28, 1865. This company also served at the 
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headquarters of General William T. Sherman, commander of the Military Division Mississippi, May 20, 

1864, to July 17, 1865. This company was also known as Squire's Sharpshooters and Sherman's 

Bodyguard. 

The 8th Independent Company Sharpshooters was organized at Camp Dennison near Cincinnati, 

Ohio, March 9, 1863, and mustered out July 19, 1865. This company was also known as Barton's 

Sharpshooters. 

The August 10, 1863, returns for the unit show a total strength of 129 men.  

Commanders 

• Captain Gershom M. Barber – commanded at the battle of Chickamauga. 
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History of Cuyahoga County Ohio 
The Sharpshooters. 

In the autumn of 1862 Gov. Tod undertook to raise ten independent companies of sharpshooters, to 

serve on special duty, without field officers. Capt. Gershom M. Barber raised a company which was 

largely composed of residents of Cuyahoga County, and which was designated the Fifth Independent 

Company of Sharpshooters. The Sixth and Seventh companies were also recruited in this county; the 

captains having free access to the large camp of drafted men at Camp Cleveland. A portion of their 

men were actual resident of the county, though generally credited to other counties in which the 

captains resided. The Ninth and Tenth companies were also largely composed of Cuyahoga-county 

men, but, as previously stated these were mustered into the Sixteenth Infantry and served with that 

regiment. 

On the companies being completed, the Fifth, Sixth and Seventh were organized in a battalion, and 

Capt. Barber, as the senior officer, was placed in command. The men were all picked with reference 

to their physical ability, and before being mustered each was required to make a "string" of not 

exceeding twenty-five inches in five shots, at one hundred yards off-hand or at two hundred yards at 

a rest. Their uniform was the same as that of the infantry, except that the trimmings were green, and 

they were armed with Spencer's seven-shooting rifles. 

They remained at Camp Cleveland, drilling as infantry and also practicing at the target, until March, 

1863, when they joined Rosecrans' army at Murfreesboro, and were attached to the general's 

headquarters for special service. The battalion was never brigaded, but remained permanently 

attached to the headquarters of the Army of the Cumberland throughout the war; being detailed on 

special duty whenever necessary. The battalion was there joined by the Fourth and Eighth 

Independent companies; the whole being under the command of Capt. Barber. The Fourth company, 

however, was detached just before the battle of Chickamauga. 

At the battle two companies, of which the Fifth was one, were in charge of the department 

headquarters. On Sunday, the third day of the fight, while they were on their way, under orders, to 

join Gen Rosecrans, and while in rear of Gen. Jefferson C. Davis' division, there was a general break 

along the Union lines, and that division retreated; leaving the sharpshooters directly in front of the 

enemy. Unable to join Rosecrans, Capt Barber reported to Davis who ordered him to fall back four 

hundred yards and form line of battle. He did so, and Davis attempted to rally his division in the rear. 

It broke, however, and a similar order was again sent to Capt. Barber and obeyed. Four times the 

sharpshooters formed in line and engaged the enemy's advance; thus, covering the retreat of Davis' 

division, and at length following it from the field. 

When, after that battle, the rebels cut off the supplies from the army at Chattanooga, Gen. Rosecrans 

had a road built westward along the north side of the Tennessee. But the rebel sharpshooters from 

across the river, at the point where it passes through the Cumberland mountains, broke up the first 

supply train; killing many of the men and horses. A regiment of Kentucky infantry and a battery of 

artillery both proved unable to protect the exposed point. Capt. Barber was then ordered to detail fifty 

men for that purpose. He obtained permission to go in command himself. 

Taking his detail to the locality on the rainy afternoon of the 13th of October, 1863, he went over the 

exposed road, attended only by a guide, to lay out his plans. Nearly a hundred shots were fired 

across the river at the two men, but by keeping on the move they escaped injury. Having thus 
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ascertained just where the enemy was posted, the captain at three o'clock the next morning let his 

men on to the ground, and stationed them in squads opposite the positions occupied by the rebels. 

At dawn both parties began firing across the river. A series of lively duels was kept up until ten 

o'clock, at which time the rebels withdrew up the mountain, leaving Capt. Barber and his men 

complete masters of the position. Only one man was wounded and he but slightly. They afterward 

learned from spies and prisoners that the rebels suffered very severely in killed and wounded before 

they abandoned the position. The detachment was joined by the rest of the battalion, and held the 

ground in question until Hooker's two corps arrived and communications were entirely restored. 

At Mission Ridge the sharpshooters were held in reserve. After that, they were at headquarters most 

of the time till the first of May, 1864, though they were engaged in a protracted scout between the 

hostile lines in February, and the Fifth and Eighth companies were located forty miles up the 

Tennessee, to protect Union citizens, during part of March and April. 

From about the first of May until the first of July the battalion manned a gunboat in the Tennessee, to 

keep the banks and vicinity clear of rebel guerrillas and raiding parties. 

On the 12th of May about sixty-five men came near being massacred through the management of the 

pilot of the gunboat, who turned out to be a rebel spy. The negro huts and storehouses of a plantation 

on the south side of the Tennessee had been made the base of operations for rebel guerrillas who 

were accustomed to cross the river, do what injury they could to the Union forces and return thither. 

Captain Barber determined to clear them out. The pilot suggested, and the captain agreed, that the 

boat should lie near the town, as it was called, through the night, then land below it and march up the 

river road, under the protection of the boat, to attack it. 

In the night the pilot got ashore, and warned the rebels what they might expect. On landing , the 

captain found the river road so favorable to ambush, and so little protected by the gunboat, that he 

struck across to another. On the sharpshooters nearing the forks of the two roads, near a hundred 

Texans sprang up out of the ambush in which they had placed themselves on the river road. Thirty or 

forty shots were fired on a side, when the rebels fled. The sharpshooters advanced into the so-called 

town, and attacked a store-house filled with plunder from the other side of the river. Immediately the 

rebels, concealed in other houses and in masked works on the hillside opened a heavy fire, driving 

the Unionists to the shelter of the gunboat, with a loss of three killed and wounded. The negroes were 

then warned to leave, and the gunboat shelled the town from end to end, soon driving out the rebels. 

Afterwards a detachment was sent ashore to burn it, as was done to all houses from which the Union 

troops were fired on. The rest of the sharpshooters landed to repel attacks. The Texans, not knowing 

of the covering party, charged across an open space to destroy the burners. The sharpshooters met 

them with a terrific fire from behind cover, with their Spencer rifles, and more than half the assailants 

were killed or wounded. These operations entirely broke up the nest of marauders which had 

previously lurked in the vicinity. The negroes were taken on the gunboat and sent to the contraband 

camp an Nashville, which was where they were anxious to go. 

The sharpshooters, while patrolling the river, passed through several other interesting experiences, 

which we have not space to relate here. After their gunboat service was over, they joined Sherman's 

army at Big Shanty. The Seventh company became that general's headquarters guard, and the 

others were in charge of the ammunition train of the army of the Cumberland, from that point to 

Atlanta. Afterward the battalion of three companies returned to Tennessee and was made Gen. 

Thomas' headquarters guard, which position it held till the close of the war. In April, 1865, Capt. 

Barber was mustered out to accept the lieutenant-colonelcy of the One Hundred and ninety-seventh 

Infanty, and the battalion was mustered out on the 19th of July following. 
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5th Ohio Independent Company 
Sharpshooters 

in the American Civil War 
Regimental History 

Fifth Independent Company Sharpshooters.— Capts., Gershom M. Barber, David W. Botsford; First 

Lieuts., Jonathan Rickard, Franklin H. Somers, William N. Watson; Second Lieuts., William L. 

Stearns, William C. Lemon.  

This independent organization was composed of recruits from Cleveland and vicinity, who were 

enrolled during the months of Oct. and Nov., 1862, and mustered into the U. S. service Dec. 5, at 

Camp Cleveland.  

It left Cleveland on March 1, 1863, and proceeded to Murfreesboro, Tenn., via Cincinnati and the 

Ohio and Cumberland rivers. Arriving at Murfreesboro on March 9, it reported to Maj.-Gen. 

Rosecrans. A battalion was formed of the 5th, 6th and 7th companies, Ohio volunteer sharpshooters.  

The battalion left Murfreesboro on June 24, and marched via Tullahoma to Normandy, where it 

arrived on July 5, guarded a bridge over Duck river, and then proceeded to Chattanooga, arriving 

there Sept. 10; marched to Crawfish Springs Sept. 15, and was engaged guarding headquarters train 

and picking up stragglers through the battle of Chickamauga ; returned to Chattanooga Sept. 21, 

established a line of sharpshooters at Little Suck on Oct. 13, and was engaged with a continual line of 

sharpshooters of the enemy until Nov. 1, driving them from their post ; crossed the Tennessee river 

and scouted Sand mountain, returning to Chattanooga on Nov. 4. From Feb. 1 to 13, 1864, it buried 

875 dead on the battlefield of Chickamauga. This company was mustered out on July 19, 1865, at 

Nashville, Tenn. The roll of honor shows that 17 men lost their lives during the period of service of the 

company, 14 of whom died of disease. 

********************************************************** 

1st Ohio Sharpshooters. 
Headquarters Gen. George H. Thomas. 

Capt. Gershom M. Barber. 
 

Nov. 23, 1863. 

 
   This command served at the Headquarters 
of the Army of the Cumberland. 
   It was composed of the Fifth Independent 
Company, Lieut. William N. Watson; the 
Sixth Independent Company, Lieut. James 
H. Reed; and the Seventh Independent 
Company, Capt. Watson C. Squire. 

 AZSWORDS.C
OM



Sherman's Bodyguard 
In the Fall of 1862, the State of Ohio undertook to raise ten independent companies of sharpshooters, 

to serve on special duty, without field officers. Capt. Gershom M. Barber raised a company which was 

largely composed of residents of Cuyahoga County, and which was denominated the Fifth 

Independent Company of Sharpshooters. The Sixth and Seventh companies were also recruited in 

this county; the captains having free access to the large camp of drafted men at Camp Cleveland. A 

portion of their men were actual resident of the county, though generally credited to other counties in 

which the captains resided.  

On the companies being completed, the Fifth, Sixth and Seventh were organized in a battalion, and 

Capt. Barber, as the senior officer, was placed in command. The men were all picked with reference 

to their physical ability, and before being mustered each was required to make a "string" of not 

exceeding twenty-five inches in five shots, at one hundred yards off-hand or at two hundred yards at 

a rest. Their uniform was the same as that of the infantry, except that the trimmings were green, and 

they were armed the Spencer Repeating Rifles. They remained at Camp Cleveland, drilling as 

infantry and also practicing at the target, until March, 1863, when they joined Rosecrans' army at 

Murfreesboro, and were attached to the general's headquarters for special service.  

The battalion was never brigaded, but remained permanently attached to the headquarters of the 

Army of the Cumberland throughout the war; being detailed on special duty whenever necessary. The 

battalion was there joined by the Fourth and Eighth Independent companies; the whole being under 

the command of Capt. Barber. They were designated as the Ohio Independent Volunteer 

Sharpshooters. 

 

At the Battle of Chickamauga, two companies were in charge of Rosecran's headquarters. On the 

third day of the fight, under orders to join Gen Rosecrans, and while in rear of Gen. Jefferson C. 

Davis' division, there was a general break along the Union lines, and that division retreated; leaving 

the sharpshooters directly in front of the enemy. Unable to join Rosecrans, Capt Barber reported to 

Davis who ordered him to fall back four hundred yards and form line of battle. He did so, and Davis 

attempted to rally his division in the rear. It broke, however, and a similar order was again sent to 

Capt. Barber and obeyed. Four times the sharpshooters formed in line and engaged the enemy's 

advance; thus, covering the retreat of Davis' division, and at length following it from the field. 

At Missionary Ridge the sharpshooters were held in reserve.  

After that, they were at headquarters most of the time till the first of May, 1864, though they were 

engaged in a protracted scout between the hostile lines in February, and the Fifth and Eighth 

companies were located forty miles up the Tennessee, to protect Union citizens, during part of March 

and April. From about the first of May until the first of July the battalion manned a gunboat in the 

Tennessee, to keep the banks and vicinity clear of rebel guerrillas and raiding parties. 
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Below - two images of the Seventh Ohio Independent Company ( the only known images of the Ohio 

Independent Sharpshooters ) nicknamed Sherman's Bodyguard. On the rear of the photo, it contains 

Sherman's personal thank you, dated July 17th, 1865 from St. Loius, and his wishes; "...for their long 

and valuable services, near his person, in the eventful campaigns beginning at Chattanooga on the 

first of May, 1864, and ending with the War. He commends them as a fine body of intelligent young 

Volunteers, to whom he attributes his personal safety in the Battlers, Marches, and Bivouacs, in 

Georgia and the Carolinas. He wishes them long life and a proud generous welcome back to the old 

homes in Ohio." 
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197th Ohio Infantry Regiment 
The 197th Ohio Infantry Regiment, sometimes 197th Ohio Volunteer Infantry (or 197th OVI) was 

an infantry regiment in the Union Army during the American Civil War. 

Overview: 

Infantry regiments formed in Ohio became known as regiments of Ohio Volunteer Infantry. On April 

12, 1865, the 197th Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry completed organization at Camp Chase in 

Columbus, Ohio. The men in the regiment were to serve a one-year term of enlistment. 

On April 25, 1865, authorities dispatched the 197th Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry to Washington, 

DC. On April 29, the regiment advanced through Alexandria, Virginia, camping two miles beyond the 

city. On May 1, the 197th Regiment returned to Washington and boarded railroad cars for Dover, 

Delaware. Upon arriving in Dover, the regiment went on garrison duty at Camp Harrington. On May 

31, the regiment relocated to Havre de Grace, Maryland, where the men were detailed to guard local 

railroads. On July 3, authorities ordered the 197th Regiment to Baltimore, Maryland, where the 

soldiers garrisoned and protected various forts, bases, and other important sites in the city. Military 

authorities mustered out the regiment at Camp Bradford, near Baltimore, on July 31, 1865. Officials 

returned the soldiers to Columbus, where the 197th Regiment was discharged on August 6, 1865. 

Unfortunately for the soldiers, the Civil War ended a few days after the regiment’s formation on 

April12, 1865, preventing the soldiers of the 197th Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry from seeing any 

combat in the American Civil War. The regiment did lose eighteen men due to disease or accidents.  

The 197th Ohio Infantry Regiment lost 18 enlisted men to disease during the Civil War. 

1865 

March 28 Organized at Camp Chase, Ohio, and mustered in under Colonel Benton Halstead 

April 25 Left State for Washington, D.C. Assigned to a Provisional Brigade, 9th Army Corps. 

Duty at Washington and Alexandria. 

May 11 Moved to Dover, Del., and duty at Camp Harrington. Attached to 3rd Separate 

Brigade, 8th Army Corps, Middle Department. 

May 31 Moved to Havre de Grace and assigned to duty as guard on line of the Philadelphia, 

Wilmington & Baltimore Railroad by Detachments 

July 3 Moved to Baltimore, Md., and duty as guards at camps and hospitals around that city 

July 31 Mustered out AZSWORDS.C
OM
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GERSHOM M. BARBER 

Letters 
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Cleveland Ohio 

July 21 1866 

Gershom M. Barber 

Br, Big. Gen 

acknowledge to receipt of 

Commission 
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No 222 Superior Street  
Cleveland Olivi July 21.1866 

Sir, 
 
 I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of my Commission  as Brigadier General  of US 

Volunteers by Brevet. 

 I am very respectfully your obedient servant. 

Gershom M. Barber 

 Late Lt Col  197th O.V.I  

to the Adjutant General USA 
 Washington City  
DC,  
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Cleveland Ohio 

July 20-1866 

Gershom M. Barber 

Bvt. Col.  Vol 

acknowledge receipt 

of Commission 

Nov. 13' 1866 AZSWORDS.C
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No 222 Superior Street  
Cleveland Olivi July 20.1866 

Sir, 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of my Commission  as Colonel of US Volunteers by 
Brevet. 
 I am very respectfully your obedient servant. 

Gershom M. Barber 

 Late Lt Col  197th O.V.I  

to the Adjutant General USA 
Washington City  
DC,  

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 
In 2000, the following  documents were up for auction, the description is included: 

 
OHIO SHARPSHOOTER'S ARCHIVE A fine collection of over 50 predominantly war-dated 
letters and documents relating to the military career of brevet brigadier general Gershom M. 
Barber who served as Captain of the 5th Independent Ohio 
 
Description: 
[ Autographs ] OHIO SHARPSHOOTER'S ARCHIVE A fine collection of over 50 predominantly war-
dated letters and documents relating to the military career of brevet brigadier general Gershom M. 
Barber who served as Captain of the 5th Independent Ohio Sharpshooters who was later appointed 
by the Governor to oversee all sharpshooters from Ohio and ended the war commanding the 197th 
Ohio Infantry. The material predominantly concerns his activities as Commander of the Ohio 
sharpshooters and includes the following: 1.) A period full standing carte-de-visite of Barber in 
uniform as a captain in the Ohio Sharpshooters; 2.) His notification of being placed in overall 
command of the Ohio Sharpshooters, as well as his State of Ohio appointment tolt. colonel, his 
mustering in document for the same, and his discharge 3.) Notification by the War Department of his 
appointments to colonel and brigadier general by brevet in the United States Army, as well as his 
official Commission for Brevet Brigadier General by Andrew Johnson, with stamped signature; 4.) a 
30 page hand-written postwar speech given by Barber in 1872 to honor the Union dead; 5.) Nine war-
date letters written to Barber by other subordinate officers in the Sharpshooters keeping Barber 
apprised of the activities of his men. As would be expected, these letters have some interesting 
content,in part "...Headquarters S.S., Murfreesboro, Ten., Jun 6, 1863...rations were ordered & all 
convalescents were ordered to camp hospital...on Thursday there was heard cannonading in every 
direction. There was quite a heavy skirmish on the Manchester Pike, about 8 miles from here..& on 
Stone River, about 3 miles from where we practice target shooting...I witnessed...the hanging of a 
murderer...a citizen...would not tell where his money was. They first cut his ears off & then cut his 
tongue out...Tunnel Hill, May 11, 1864...We have had a heavy time of it. The rebels hold their ground. 
We have many wounded and killed, Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge were nothing compared 
with this country...I think we will withdraw our forces...& send the 4th corps around to the Rear of 
Dalton...Camp of S.S., Chattanooga, Tenn., June 25, 1864...Marched...on Chattanooga 
yesterday...expect to have some fun with the rebs. They are in small squads in the rear of our 
army...to dispute the passage of our supply trains. The pickets were drove in at this place yesterday 
by a squad of Wheeler's men. Three regiments went out yesterday to ascertain the whereabouts of 
Wheeler...". 5) TwoA.L.S.'s by Barber to his wife from the field, dated Apr. 19 and May 21, 1865, with 
interesting content, including: "...Today we have attended the funeral services for the late 
President...It is a sad day for the nation. I know that Johnson cannot fill Lincoln's place. I thank God 
that Seward lives. He alone can save us from a foreign war. Johnson's heart is right but his head is 
none too sound. The policy of the war against the rebels will now be much more severe, and I hope 
that not a man who has in any way been connected with the Confederate civil government will 
escape..."; 6.) Numerous other supporting documents, including a signed listing of officers who 
served under Barber in the 197th Ohio, a note explaining that a flag was presented to the 
sharpshooters and later to Barber, a number of war-dated forms filled out by Barber, an invitation of 
the family to attend military memorial services for him, as well as several postwar documents 
appointing Barber to various positions. An unusually comprehensive grouping of material related to 
sharpshooters during the Civil War, overall in very good condition. 
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5 Indpt. Co 
Ohio Sharp Shooters.  
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197th Ohio Infantry 
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Pension File 
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