
Jesse F. Eddy 

1st Lieutenant 
7th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment 

 

 
Rare and recently conserved photograph of the officers of the 7th Massachusetts Infantry 

 

Residence Fall River, MA; a 24-year-old Salesman. 

Enlisted on 6/15/1861 as a 1st Lieutenant 

On 6/15/1861, he was commissioned into "A" Co. Massachusetts 7th Infantry. 

He resigned on 3/26/1863 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



Jesse F. Eddy 

SWORD 

 

This sword is identified to Lieutenant Jesse F. Eddy, “A” Company Massachusetts 7th Infantry 

Regiment. He enlisted on 15 June, 1861 and resigned 23 March, 1863, and though his service was 

less than 2 years he saw the elephant.  His Muster Sheet show he was present with his command 

during the Siege of Yorktown April 5-May 4; Battle of Williamsburg May 5; Bottom's Bridge May 

19-21; Reconnaissance toward Richmond May 23; Battle of Fair Oaks, Seven Pines, May 31-June 

1; Seven days before Richmond June 25-July 1; Oak Grove, near Seven Pines, June 25; James 

River Road, near Fair Oaks, June 29; and Malvern Hill July 1. After which, he was on Special Duty 

as the Acting Ordnance Officer at the Division, a position he held until discharged March 1863 due to 

heath issues. 

The sword is a standard French import Model 1850 Foot Officers sword with a plain blade, but maker 

marked on the top spine. The hilt is tight with no movements, but shows wear on the grip which 

retained the original twisted wire. The blade has some spotting and period sharpening with some 

nicks. The scabbard leather is complete but flimsy and weak with all original mounts. The top throat 

mount is identified to Jesse F Eddy May 1861.  

 

Jesse F Eddy 

May 1861 
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Included with the sword is a framed drawing of Lieutenant Eddy. 
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7th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment 

Jesse F. Eddy period of service 
 

The 7th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment lost 4 officers and 76 enlisted men killed or mortally 

wounded and 2 officers and 72 enlisted men to disease during the Civil War. It is honored by 

a monument at Gettysburg. 

1861 

June 15 The 7th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment organized at Taunton and mustered in under 

the command of Colonel Darius Couch (West Point Class of 1846), Lieutenant Colonel 

Nelson H. Davis and Major Franklin P. Harlow. 

July 14-15 Ordered to Washington, D.C. 

July Camp at Kalorama Heights. Assigned to the Department of Washington. 

August 6 Attached to Couch’s Brigade, Division of the Potomac at Camp Brightwood, Defenses 

of Washington, D.C. 

September 3 Colonel Couch was promoted to brigadier general and Nelson H. Davis was promoted 

to colonel. 

November 2 Colonel Davis was discharged. 

November 20 Joseph H. Wheelock was promoted to colonel. 

1862 

January 30 Colonel Wheelock resigned, citing that his health was “too feeble to endure the 

hardships of camp life in this latitude and at his season of the year.” Wheelock would 

die in Washington in May. 

February 1 David A. Russell was promoted to colonel. 

March Attached to 1st Brigade, 1st Division, 4th Corps, Army of the Potomac 

March 11-15 March to Prospect Hills, Va. 

March 25 Peninsula Campaign 
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Embarked at Alexandria for the Peninsula 

April 5-May 4 Siege of Yorktown 

May 5 Battle of Williamsburg 

May 19-21 Bottom’s Bridge 

May 23 Reconnaissance toward Richmond 

May 31-June 

1 

Battle of Fair Oaks, Seven Pines 

June 25-July 

1 

Seven days before Richmond 

June 25 Oak Grove, near Seven Pines 

June 29 James River Road, near Fair Oaks 

July 1 Malvern Hill 

July 2 – 

August 16 

At Harrison’s Landing 

August 5-6 Reconnaissance to Turkey Island 

August 8-11 Reconnaissance to Haxall’s Station 

August 16- 

September 1 

Movement to Alexandria 

September Attached to the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, 6th Corps, Army of the Potomac 

September 3-

18 

March into Maryland 

September 16 Couch’s Division was drawn up across Pleasant Valley near Rohrersville, observing 

McLaws’ Command. 
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September 17 In the morning the division marched nearly to Harpers Ferry, then counter-marched 

and bivouacked that night on the Huffer Farm about a half mile south of Keedysville. 

September 18 Battle of Antietam 

The regiment was not engaged. 

September 

23- 

October 20 

At Downsville 

October Assigned to the 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, 6th Corps 

October 20- 

November 19 

Movement to Stafford Court House. 

November 27 Major Harlow was promoted to lieutenant colonel. 

December 5 To Belle Plains 

December 

12-15 

Battle of Fredericksburg 

December 27 Colonel Russell was promoted to brigadier general. 

1863 

January 20-

24 

“Mud March” 

February 23 Thomas D. Johns was (West Point Class of 1848) was appointed colonel by the 

Governor. 

 

Overview: 

Organized at Taunton and mustered in June 15, 1861. Ordered to Washington, D. C., July 14-15, and 

camp at Kalorama Heights till August 6. Attached to Couch's Brigade, Division of the Potomac, to 

October, 1861. Couch's Brigade, Buell's (Keyes') Division, Army of the Potomac, to March, 1862. 1st 

Brigade, 1st Division, 4th Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, to September, 1862. 1st Brigade, 3rd 

Division, 6th Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, to October, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, 6th Army 

Corps, to January, 1864. 4th Brigade, 2nd Division, 6th Army Corps, to July, 1864. 
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Service: During Lt. Eddy time with the command 

At Camp Brightwood, Defenses of Washington, D. C., till March 11, 1862. March to Prospect Hills, 

Va., March 11-15. Embarked at Alexandria for the Peninsula March 25. Siege of Yorktown April 5-

May 4. Battle of Williamsburg May 5. Bottom's Bridge May 19-21. Reconnaissance toward 

Richmond May 23. Battle of Fair Oaks, Seven Pines, May 31-June 1. Seven days before Richmond 

June 25-July 1. Oak Grove, near Seven Pines, June 25. James River Road, near Fair Oaks, June 

29. Malvern Hill July 1. At Ball's Bluff till August 16. Reconnaissance to Turkey Island August 5-6, 

and to Haxall's Station August 8-11. Movement to Alexandria August 16-September 1; thence march 

into Maryland September 3-18. Battle of Antietam September 18. At Downsville September 23-

October 20. Movement to Stafford C. H. October 20-November 19, and to Belle Plains December 5. 

Battle of Fredericksburg December 12-15. "Mud March" January 20-24, 1863 

 

 
Rare and recently conserved photograph of the officers of the 7th Massachusetts Infantry 

1st Lieutenant Jesse F. Eddy is believed to be the officer third from the left 
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Civil War Division Ordinance Officer 
During the Civil War, a Civil War division ordinance officer was an officer responsible for managing 

weapons and ammunition within a specific division of the army. They ensured the availability and 

readiness of all firearms, artillery, and other military stores, and were often involved in the care, repair, 

and storage of these items.  

Here is a more detailed breakdown: 

• Responsibilities: 

Division ordinance officers were tasked with managing the ordnance stores within their division, 

meaning they were responsible for the care, storage, and maintenance of all weapons and 

ammunition. They also helped with the distribution of supplies to units within the division.  

• Role in Supply: 

During the Civil War, the Ordnance Department played a critical role in supplying the Union army with 

the vast quantities of weapons and ammunition needed to wage war. Division ordinance officers 

helped facilitate the flow of these supplies down to the various units under their command, ensuring 

they were adequately supplied with arms and ammunition.  

• Key Skills: 

These officers needed to be knowledgeable about different types of weapons, their maintenance, and 

their proper storage. They often worked closely with non-commissioned officers, such as ordnance 

sergeants, who were responsible for the day-to-day care and storage of weapons and ammunition at 

specific locations. 
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Jesse F. Eddy 
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