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The Pnesident of the United States
Jhe Cangress
takes pleadure in presenting the

Medal of Fenor

to

HYMER, SAMUEL

Rank and Organization: Captain, Company D, 115th Illinois
Infantry. Place and Date: At Buzzard's Roost Gap, Ga., 13
October 1864. Entered Service At: Rushville, Schuyler County,
Ill. Born: 17 May 1829, Harrison County, Ind. Date of Issue:
28 March 1896.

Citation:

With only 41 men under his command, defended and held a
blockhouse against the attack of Hood's Division for nearly 10
hours, thus checking the advance of the enemy and insuring
the safety of the balance of the regiment, as well as that of the
8th Kentucky Infantry, then stationed at Ringgold, Ga.

Citation Courtesy of www.HomeOfHeroes.com




BREVET Maj. SAMUEL HYMER, U. S. VoLs.

CarpraiNn CompPaNy D.
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Thunder at Buzzard’s Roost Gap

aptain Samuel Hymer, Company

D, 115th Illinois Volunteer Infan-
try, was stationed at Buzzard’s Roost
Gap, Georgia during the period July 2,
1864 through October 13, 1864. He and
forty-one men in his command were
charged with the responsibility of
guarding a railroad bridge which
spanned Mill Creek and a few miles of
railroad track which stretched between
the Gap and Tunnel Hill. The Gap,
which was some 1600 feet wide, was
strategically important to both the Union
and Confederate Armies because as long
as it remained in Union hands the Con-
federate Army was stalled in the drive,
unless they chose to march many miles
out of their way in search of another Gap
or passage through the mountain.

The Union command, realizing the
importance of Buzzard’s Roost Gap, had,
in August, constructed a blockhouse to
be used as a fort. It was located a short
distance east of the Gap in a position
where it would be possible to control any
movement of enemy troops on the road
leading from Dalton to Tunnel Hill.
Captain Hymer and his men were quar-
tered in this structure during their stay
at the Gap.

On the morning of October 12, two
Union scouts arrived at the Gap and
informed Captain Hymer that General
Hood and the Confederate Army were
approaching Rescacca, fifteen miles
away, and moving north in the direction
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of the Gap. On the 13th, a second scout
arrived and reported that the 17th Iowa
Infantry had been captured at Tilton,
Georgia and the garrison at Dalton had
surrendered without firing a shot. At
the very moment when Captain Hymer
and the scout were discussing these dis-
turbing events the Advance Guard of
the Confederate Army was observed
approaching on a hill a few hundred
vards away. About one o’clock, Hood
appeared with his army and demanded
that Captain Hymer surrender, which
he refused to do. He immediately
informed his men of his decision to stay

"and explained that their objective was to

delay the advance of the Confederate
Army and prevent them from attacking
the rear of the 115th Illinois Infantry at
Tunnel Hill.

Captain Hymer knew that once the
Confederates launched their all out attack
on the fort there would be no let up until
the badly out-numbered and out-manned
Union garrison either surrendered or
was annihilated. In either case, he was
determined that the Confederates would
pay a high price and they would not
reach Tunnel Hill in time to attack the
115th Illinois Infantry. With this in
mind he divided the men into two groups,
whereby one group would man the
portholes and direct fire upon the enemy
while the other group would reload the
weapons. Then at pre-determined inter-

Figure 1. Colt 1851 Navy—serial number 146943.

vals they would switch positions with a

few exceptions. He stationed himself in
the doorway from which position he
could observe the movements of the
enemy and direct the fire of his men. His
second in command, Lt. M.P. Jones, was
to assistin all of these matters as required
by the exigency of the situation.

Within a short time the advance guard
of the enemy appeared. Captain Hymer
raised his weapon and fired, and the
officer in command went down. The
Confederates immediately fell back to
regroup and, after a short pause, a bat-
tery of six guns was run up. At approx-
imately 1:00 p.m. they opened fire on the
fort from some 100 yards away. The men
in the fort returned the fire and quickly
silenced the battery.

There was a short lull, and as the bat-
tery opened up in earnest, the Gap
reverberated with the thunder of the
Confederate heavy artillery barrage as
once more they began pouring hot shot
and shell upon the fort. It was not long
before one of the cannonballs found the
mark and passed through a porthole,
killing two of the defenders. Within a
few minutes, another cannonball came
crashing into the fort and two more
defenders were down.

The enemy further complicated mat-
ters for those in the fort by positioning
sharpshooters among the rocks on the
side of the mountain. They were chosen
for this type of work because they were
trained expert marksmen; they were
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able to wreck havoc upon Captain Hymer
and his men by shooting through the
portholes with uncanny accuracy.

Captain Hymer, as time permitted,
turned his attention to the snipers. A
number of his shots found their mark as
the bodies were seen to fall from the
rocky sides of the mountain.

History tells us Captain Hymer was
an excellent marksman as evidenced by
the following statement made by James
Thompson, Corporal, Co. D, 115th Illin-
ois Volunteer Infantry, in a sworn affi-
davit attesting to the valor of Captain
Hymer at the Battle of Buzzard’s Roost
Gap, Georgia:

During the entire time from 1:00 p.m.
til 10:00 p.m., Captain Hymer directed
the battle and when a man was killed
he took his gun and used it with effect,
he being an unerring marksman.

The pistol shown in Figure 1 is to all
outward appearances anordinary Fourth
Model 1851 Navy Colt, Serial No. 146943,
one of approximately 43,000 such guns
produced in 1863. However, there are
some things which make this pistol more
interesting and desirable than most
fourth models:

(1) The following inscription appears on
the left barrel flat: “Capt. Samuel
Hymer U.S.A.” The inscription is pro-
fessionally and deeply engraved in
seript but, like the overall condition of
the gun, shows much wear and hard
usage. (see Figure 2). It is most unus-
ual to find the 1851 Navy Colt inscribed
anywhere but on the backstrap or
trigger guard. The reason for this is
that brass surfaces are easier to work
with than iron. The writer has docu-
mented more than one hundred twenty-
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five 1851 Navy Colts with the brass
backstrap bearing inscriptions and of
this total, only five were inscribed on
the barrel flat. Perhaps it is only sup-
position, but the writer believes this is
done to make the inscription more
permanent. An authentic inscription
on any firearm of the Civil War period
which identifies the former.owner
provides an opportunity for conduct-
ing historical research of the former
owner.

(2) In the case of Captain Hymer’s Colt,
the inscription really made the pistol
much more interesting and desirable
because the former owner was awarded
the Medal of Honor. It was another
case of a Colt, history, and a hero.

The Confederate attack comimenced
at 1:00 p.m. and continued without let-
up until approximately 9:00 p.m. Cap-
tain Hymer personally directed most of
the battle during the entire period.
Lieutenant M.P. Jones, the second in
command, panicked early in the battle
and deserted his post, hiding under the
floor of the fort during the entire battle.

At one point during the battle, when
the enemy batteries were firing simul-
taneously, the shot and shell came
smashing into the fort with such force
that the defenders could feel it rocking
back and forth. Captain Hymer was
talking to F. Lowe when a cannonball
entered the fort, taking Lowe’s head off.
The concussion knocked Captain Hymer
unconscious to the floor. (His injury
resulted in total deafness of the left ear
for life).

As soon as he recovered he was on his
feet again directing the battle, and as
his men would fall he would put their
bodies out of sight under the floor: He

was forced to handle all of these details
himself, and as the attack continued his
clothes became saturated with blood.

The continual pounding of the fort by
the Confederate artillery began to take
its toll when, about 5:00 p.m., a shell
struck and damaged a log in the corner
of the foundation causing severe dam-
age to the side of the fort. This blow so
damaged and weakened the whole
structure that numerous shells began to
penetrate it at frequent intervals. Then
the enemy began to fire three or four of
their twelve pounders, at one time aim-
ing them all at one point. The result of
such heavy cannonading began to shake
the structure on its foundation until the
roof began to ecrumble and fall in several
places.

The situation for the defenders in the
fort was becoming untenable. The Con-
federate commander, being aware of
their dire situation, made frequent
attempts to persuade them to surrender.
More than 150 direct hits struck the fort
before Captain Hymer began to con-
sider surrender as the only possible way
for any of them to get out alive. Then he
considered two alternatives: (1) stay and
fight until the fort finally came down
upon their heads, at which time most of
the defenders would be dead or badly
wounded; and (2) to surrender with
honor and upon his terms. He reasoned
the enemy did not know exactly how
many defenders there were or how many
of their number had been killed or
wounded, or how badly the structure
was damaged. They could only guess
how long the garrison might be able to
hold out. With these facts in mind Hymer
reasoned he still had some bargaining
power where the terms of any surrender

‘Figure 2. Inseription on barrel flat.

were involved. He had one consolation:
no matter what happened, even with
time running out, their efforts had not
been in vain since he and forty-one men
in his command had successfully delayed
General Hood and the Confederate Army
for a full ten hours, thereby insuring the
safety of the 115th Illinois Volunteer
Infantry at Tunnel Hill and 8th Ken-
tucky Cavalry at Ringgold, Georgia.
Their victory had not been won without
a price, however. Five men had given
their lives and nine or ten were wounded,
one of whom would later die of his
wounds. Captain Hymer decided it was
not worth the loss of more human lives to
continue the struggle. He would nego-
tiate with the Confederates at the first
opportunity for a just and honorable
surrender.

About 9:00 p.m., a Confederate officer
was seen by one of the defenders ap-
proaching the fort carrying a whiteflag.
He notified Captain Hymer, who imme-
diately went out to meet him. Captain
Hymer asked him what his orders were
and he replied that he was there to
demand an immediate and unconditional
surrender of the fort and the garrison.
Captain Hymer’s quick response was
that he would never surrender without
terms. The Confederate officer asked
him if he did not realize that General
Hood and the Confederate Army were
there, whereupon Hymer replied he did
not care who was there and if the terms
were unconditional, there would be no
surrender. The Confederate officer asked
Hymer what his terms were.. Hymer
replied, that if he would parole his men
and himself he could have the fort. The
Confederate officer replied that he was
not empowered to offer such terms.
Hymer told the officer that he would not
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let the Confederates strip them of their
clothing and other private property and
then send them off to a Southern prison
to die during the coming winter. He
added that they would rather fight and
die here. Then he told the officer to write
out the best possible terms and if they
provided the protection prisoners of war
should have, he would sign them.

The Confederate officer presented
Captain Hymer with the following state-
ment which dictated the terms of the
surrender. Hymer, after studying them,
signed the paper, as did the Confederate
officer.

“In the field near Dalton, Georgia,
October 13, 1864. I am commanded by
Magjor General Bate C.S.A. to demand
the surrender of this fort and garri-
son. Your officers and men will be
treated as prisoners of war. They are
to retain their private property and
clothing. Your defense has been gal-
lant and any other resistance will be

an unnecessary effuston of blood.”
Signed, Theo. Carter, Capt. Adjt.,
C.S.A.

“I accept the terms believing further
resistance hopeless.”
Signed, Samuel Hymer, Capt.
Co. D, 115th Ill. Commanding

Under the terms of the agreement,
Captain Hymer and his men were per-
mitted to pack their belongings and

leave the fort before any of the enemy

were permitted to come near the fort. In -

the interim period, Captain Hymer was
busy having his men dispose of most of
their arms by putting them in a nearby
creek with what food and other supplies
they could not carry with them.

The next morning they were allowed
time to bury the dead and Confederate
doctors were permitted to enter the fort
to treat the wounded. Only the severely
wounded were allowed to remain and
others went with Captain Hymer to a
Confederate prison.

Captain Hymer was commissioned
Major by Brevet for special gallantry in
the defense of Buzzard’s Roost Gap,
Georgia. This commission was dated
May 21, 1865. On March 28, 1896, he
was awarded the Medal of Honor for
Most Distinguished Gallantry in Action
at Buzzard’s Roost Gap, Georgia, October
13, 1864. See Figure 3 for a copy of the
letter informing Captain Hymer of the
award and that it was being forwarded
to him via registered mail.

Captain Hymer visited Buzzard’s Roost
Gap after the war and learned that Col.
Clair and Major Faulkner, two of Hood’s
staff officers, were wounded during the
attack and that the enemy’s losses were
severe. Many of them were buried where
they fell and in one case, nine in one
grave, D
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LQ-;_.; ”Ro & Address: “ Dhias of the Reoord snd Peanston Ofise. War Departineni, Wasaingica, D.U

Subjecy: Hedal of henore H0o436,817,

Becord and Peusion Office,
War Pepactment,

i ; L
Westingtor Sity,

March 28, 1896,

Mz jor Samuel Hymer,

Late of the 115th Illinois Vols.,

lacygne, Kansas.

Sirt

I have the honor to inform you that, by direction of the Pres-
ident and in accordamnce with the act of Congress approved Marsh 3,
1863, providing for the presentation of mesdals of honor to mich of=
fioers, none-commi ssioned of ficere and privates as have most dis-
tinguished themselves in action, the Asgistant Secretary of w
has awarded you a medal of honor for most distinguished gallentry
in acrion at Buzzerds Roost Gap, Georgia, October 13, 1864, .
making the award the Assistant Seoratary used the following lene
puagesd

*This officer, with only forty-one men under his commend, de-
fonded and held a block-house againet the ettsck of Hood's Divi-
sion for nearly ten hours, thus cheeking the advance of the anemy,
end insuring the safety ¢f the balantce of his reginent, as well
as that of the 8th Kentueky Infentry, then stationed at Ringgold,
Georgia.”

The medsl has been forwarded to you to~day by registered mall,

Upon the reseipt of it, please mdvise this offise thereof.
Very respactfully, ;

L PIRE

ColoPE1,;Uo8Army,
Chief,Record end Pension 0ffice.

Figure 3. Official notice informing Capt. Hymer of being awarded the Medal of Honor.
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Schuyler County Military Wall of Honor Page 1 of 7

Captain/Brevet Major Samuel Hymer

Company D, 115th IllinoisVolunteer Infantry

Submitted by William Baran

SAMUEL HYMER, Brevet Major, the second captain of
Company D, was born in Harrison County, Ind., on May 17, 1829,
and removed with his father's family to Schuyler County, Il1., in
1837, where he resided on a farm until he entered the service. His
education was such as the district schools afforded and
supplemented by brief terms in the Rushville schools. At the
organization of Company D he was chosen second lieutenant very
unexpectedly to himself, and on the resignation of Lieutenant
Bridgewater, May 28,1863, he was advanced to the first

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilschuyl/military/hymersamuelcod1 1 5inf. html 4/21/2007
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lieutenancy, and on the death of Captain Huckstep, December 9,
1863, he was promoted to the captaincy of his company. As first
lieutenant he commanded his company after the wounding of
Captain Huckstep, and did valiant service throughout the battle of
Chickamauga. During the siege of Chattanooga Captain Hymer's
company occupied a position above Brown's Ferry, where it
remained several weeks without tents and with not more than half
a dozen blankets to the company, constantly watching the
operations of the rebels on Lookout Mountain. Though always an
efficient officer and faithful in every duty, the crowning glory of
Major Hymer's service was the defense of the blockhouse at
Buzzard Roost Gap, which has been given at length in its proper
place in this history. For this splendid service, the President gave
him the brevet rank of major and as further mark of distinction
Congress conferred upon him a medal of honor "for most
distinguished gallantry in action at Buzzard Roost Gap, Ga.,
October 13, 1864." In transmitting the award the secretary of war
uses the following language: "This officer, with only fortv-one
men under his command, defended and held a blockhouse against
the attack of Hood's army for nearly ten hours, thus checking the
advance of the enemy and insuring the safety of the rest of his
regiment, as well as that of the 8th Kentucky Infantry, then
stationed at Ringgold, Georgia." Major Hymer's experience while
a prisoner was much the same as other Union officers in similar
circumstances. He was taken with his company after the capture to
Jacksonville, Ala., then to Selma, then to Montgomery, and thence
to Macon, Ga. Here five of them, including the major, escaped,
but he was soon captured and returned to the stockade. The
major's experience in his journeys from place to place, and the
many incidents of his prison life would fill a volume, but want of
space prevents giving them here. He was finally paroled and sent
into our lines at Wilmington, N. C., and was thence taken to
Annapolis, Md., by steamer and thence taken to his home in
Schuyler County, Il1., by railroad, and was discharged May 15,
1865. In 1866 he removed to Miami County, Kan., and engaged in
farming and stock raising. He soon took interest in politics, and
served as township assessor, a member of the Kansas legislature,

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilschuyl/military/hymersamuelcod115inf.html 4/21/2007
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town treasurer, and director of city schools. In 1882 he removed to
La Cygne, Lynn county, Kansas, where he resides, and is an
honored citizen. For many years he has been a local preacher in
the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Source: History of 115th Reg ILL Vol. Infantry

By: Isaac Henry Clay Royse

2nd Lt. Co. E

Published 1900 Windsor & Kenfield Pub. Co. Chicago
Library # 973.7473R892

Terre Haute, IN. July 1900

Brevet Major Samuel Hymer Comments
Co. D 115th Illinois Infantry
Buzzard Roost Gap Blockhouse Battle

On the 13th of October Hood reached Dalton, capturing its
colored garrison without resistance, and at once moved up the
valley and demanded the surrender of Company D’s blockhouse.
Captain Hymer thus describes their approach and the result: "I had
received orders to hold the gap and not surrender to any force. In
anticipation of such an attack we had been supplied with plenty of
rations and ammunition, and a large tank inside the blockhouse
was constantly kept filled with fresh water. General Bate led the
advance and appeared before us at 1p. m. on the 13th of October.
His adjutant- general, Captain Carter, appeared on the
mountainside with a flag of truce, but not recognizing its character
I shot his horse from under him. Soon they brought up a battery of
brass field guns and opened on the blockhouse with great fury,
with both artillery and musketry. I at once placed my men, one-
half at the port holes and the other half serving them with loaded
guns. This soon silenced their guns, but they quickly opened again
in a less exposed position. In the mean- time the rebel infantry had
passed over the spurs of the mountain, and had us completely

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilschuyl/military/hymersamuelcod115inf.html 4/21/2007
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surrounded. By three o'clock no less than 6,000 infantry and a
battery were pouring shot and shell into the blockhouse. Thus the
battle raged all that afternoon and evening. Now a man falls, then
another, but the brave boys of Company D stand to their port
holes, picking off the rebels in large numbers with their trusty
rifles. As night came on the surrounding hills were lighted by the
rebel camp fires. Finally the firing ceased and I looked at the
result of the battle. Five of my men were dead and nearly all the
rest more or less wounded. The blockhouse was torn to slivers,
and the earth covering pouring in upon us. All was then still as the
grave excepting the groans of the wounded. I decided to await
results. We were done fighting, but we had held the entire rebel
army more than ten hours, had enabled Sherman to make ten
hours' gain on the enemy, and had saved our regiment at Tunnel
Hill. I then placed all my men, that were still able, at the four sides
of the ruined blockhouse to watch for an assault. Very soon I saw
a flag shaking over the railroad grade ten steps away. To our
challenge, the reply came, 'A flag of truce'. I then went out and
found it was Captain Carter of General Bate's staff. He came up
on the grade saying, 'l was afraid to be seen, as you have shot at
everything in sight. This is the third time I have tried to come to
you with a flag of truce. He then presented to me the following
demand:

In the field near Dalton, Ga., October 13, 1864.

I am commanded by Major-General Bate, C.S.A., to demand the
surrender of this fort and garrison. Your officers and men will be
treated as prisoners of war. Your defense has been gallant, and any
further resistance will be an unnecessary effusion of blood.

Theo. Carter, Captain C. S. A.

"Upon this | endorsed mv acceptance as follows:

[ accept the terms, believing further resistance hopeless.
Samuel Hymer, Captain Company D, ii5th Ill. Infantry,
Commanding.
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"I told Captain Carter his men must not enter the blockhouse until
we had time to pack up and march out. We spent a half hour
putting on our best clothes, packing up our valuables and throwing
guns and ammunition in the creek in the rear. We then marched
out in line. 'Is that all the men you have?' said the officer, to which
I replied, 'No, there are five dead, and twice that number wounded
still in the fort'. He exclaimed, 'Oh, we thought there were two or
three companies'."

While the fight was going on at the blockhouse, eight companies
of the 115th, numbering less- than 300, were listening at Tunnel

Hill.

Soon after the regiment came to Tunnel Hill in July 1864, Co. D
was assigned to guard a bridge at Buzzard Roost Gap, a little more
than half way from Tunnel Hill to Dalton. At that time there were
no fortifications in the place and the company was kept busy for
some time making log breastworks for their defence. In August a
company of engineers arrived and with the aid of Company D
built a very substantial blockhouse. The company occupied a row
of tents on the bank of the creek near the blockhouse, being ready
to enter that stronghold in case of need. The company had three
miles of railroad to patrol and keep open, which, with other duties,
kept them very busy day and night. Frequent raids were made by
Confederate cavalry and the company occasionally had slight
skirmishes with them, without loss, however. On one occasion a
horse was killed and its rebel rider severely wounded.

General Wheeler came in the valley some time in September with
quite a force of cavalry and attacked Dalton, but the garrison,
making stout defence, held them in check until the arrival of
General Steedman with a force from Chattanooga. After General
Hood left Atlanta on his raid on the North the country about
Buzzard Roost was constantly filled with rebel scouts so that we
were compelled to be always on the alert expecting an attack.

As my account of Hood's attack on our blockhouse is given in
substance in the body of the history, it is not necessary to repeat it
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here, but an incident is worth mentioning. Squire Bechtol of
Company D was illiterate, but proved to be the smartest man in
the company. When the blockhouse was captured he lay on the
ground groaning and appearing to be badly wounded, and would
not let anyone touch him, so he was left there with the wounded
and after the rebels were gone with the prisoners, he managed to
come to, having only feigned injury.

After the surrender we were taken to General Bate's head-
quarters, where we were asked many questions. The next morning
after the capture a detail from Company D buried the dead. The
wounded were taken to a house nearby and left there to make the
most of their condition, while the rebel army moved on.

We were fairly well treated by our captors and recognition made
of our gallant defense, being permitted to retain our side arms and
most of our personal effects. The company went on a tour through
the Confederacy, via Selma and Montgomery, Ala., to Millen,
where Lieutenant Jones and myself were separated from the
enlisted men. By special exchange fifteen of the men were sent
North and the others left to take their chances in Andersonville
and other prisons. Lieutenant Jones and I, with other officers were
sent to Camp Sorghum, near Columbia, SC. There we met Captain
Hanon and Lieutenant Gore of Company A. As Sherman
approached we were taken to Charlotte, North Carolina, seventy-
five men being put in each box-car. At Charlotte many prisoners
made their escape, the guards not being any longer careful to
prevent it. [ preferred to wait a little longer and be exchanged,
which occurred soon after, and Lieutenant Jones and I came to
Annapolis, Md. After a visit home we were ordered to Benton's
Barracks, near St. Louis, where we met the remnant of Company
D, which had been exchanged at Vicksburg, and were soon after
discharged.

%
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Soldier History
Samuel Hymer

Residence Bainbridge IL;
Enlisted on 9/13/1862 at Rushville, Schuyler Co., IL as a 2nd Lieut

On 9/13/1862 he was commissioned into "D" Co. IL 115th Infantry
He was discharged on 5/15/1865

Promotions:
* 1st Lieut 5/26/1863
* Capt 12/8/1863

Other Information:

born 5/17/1829 in Harrison County, IN
died 5/9/1906

Buried: Rushville Cemetery, Rushville, IL

Medal of Honor Information:

He was awarded the Medal of Honor

for action on 10/13/1864 at Buzzard's Roost Gap, GA.
(With only 41 men, defended and held blockhouse against
attack of Hood's division for nearly 10 hours)

Sources used by Historical Data Systems, Inc.:

- Illinois: Roster of Officers and Enlisted Men

- Deeds of Valor. How our Soldier-heroes won the Medal of Honor
- Medal of Honor Recipients 1863-1994

(c) Historical Data Systems, Inc. @ www.civilwardata.com

Home Page | Demo | E-mail HDS

Historical Data Systems, Inc.
PO Box 35
Duxbury, MA 02331

http://www.civilwardata.com/active/hdsquery.dll?SoldierHistory?U& 1111082 2/1/04



American Civil War Research Database Page 1 of 2

Regiment History
6 Union & ILLINOIS
ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTEENTH INFANTRY
(Three Years)
One Hundred and Fifteenth Infantry. - Col., Jesse H.

Moore; Lieut.-Cols., William Kinman, George A. Poteet; Majs.,
George A. Poteet, John W. Lapham. This regiment was ordered
into the field from Camp Butler on Oct. 4, 1862. It reported
to Maj.-Gen. Wright at Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 6th and, on the
same day, crossed over into Kentucky, where it reported to
Brig.-Gen. A. J. Smith. It was transferred to Tennessee,
marched against Van Dorn during the month of March, 1863, and
drove him across Duck river. It then returned to camp and
remained there till June 1, occasionally skirmishing with the
enemy. On June 24 it marched with the Army of the Cumberland
Regimental against the Confederate army under Gen. Bragg and drove it
Experience across the Tennessee. On Sept. 19, it engaged the enemy on the
extreme left upon the field of Chickamauga, losing 6 men. On
the following day it engaged the enemy on Gen. Thomas' right,
at 1 p. m., and after a most fearful struggle held the ground
till night, half the entire command being cut down. It par-
ticipated in all the engagements around Chattanooga and Mis-
sionary ridge, losing in the campaign about 245 in killed,
wounded and captured. In Feb. 1864, it marched with a detach-
Regiment ment of the Army of the Cumberland against Dalton, Ga., and
Report List spent 10 days feeling the enemy, losing 6 men in the expedi-
tion. In the spring it entered on the Atlanta campaign and on
May 7 led the charge on Tunnel Hill, Ga., driving the enemy
through Buzzard Roost gap. It was in battle at Resaca, stub-
bornly sustaining a charge upon the left flank, for which the
regiment was commended in orders. It lost in that contest
about 40 men. There were inscribed by orders upon the regimen-
tal banner the names of all the principal engagements of the
Military division of the Mississippi, which resulted in the
fall of Atlanta, and the regiment lost, during the campaign,
about 100 men. When Hood started northward and was marching on
Chattanooga, Co. D occupied a blockhouse at Buzzard Roost gap,
and held in check Hood's army for 10 hours, refusing to surren-
der the gap till the blockhouse was nearly demolished and ren-
dered untenable. One third of the company of 41 in the aggre-
gate was killed or wounded and the remainder surrendered. The
regiment took an active part in the engagements which resulted
in the destruction of Bragg's old veteran army. These were its
last engagements and it went into camp near Nashville, Tenn.,
where it remained until mustered out On June 11, 1865.

Source: The Union Army, vol. 3

Regiment Assignments | Regiment Casualty Analysis
Regiment Personnel Listing | Regimental Report List
Home Page | Demo | E-mail HDS

Historical Data Systems, Inc.

http://www.civilwardata.com/active/hdsquery.dll?RegimentHistory7291&U 2/1/04
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We were fairly well treated by our captors and recognition
made of our gallant defense, being permitted to retain our
side arms and most of our personal effects. The company
went on a tour through the Confederacy, via Selma and
Montgomery, Ala., to Millen, where Lieutenant Jones and
myself were separated from the enlisted men. By special
exchange fifteen of the men were sent North and the others
left to take their chances in Andersonville and other prisons.
Lieutenant Jones and I, with other officers were sent to Camp
Sorghum, near Cloumbia. There we met Captain Hanon
and Lieufenant Gore of Company A. As Sherman ap-
proached we were taken to Charlotte, North Carolina, sev-
enty-five men being put in each box-car. At Charlotte many
prisoners made their escape, the guards not being any longer
careful to prevent it. I preferred to wait a little longer and
be exchanged, which occurred soon after, and Lieutenant
Jones and I came to Annapolis, Md. After a visit home we
were ordered to Benton’s Barracks, near St. Louis, where
we met the remnant of Company D, which had been ex-
changed at Vicksburg, and were soon after discharged.

THE ATTACK ON THE BLOCK HOUSE.
By William Tyson.

On October 13, 1864, Hood's army of nearly forty thousand
came to the blockhouse. It was a beautiful day and we had
been very busy all of the forenoon fixing up winter quarters,
as we expected to remain there all winter. We borrowed a
voke of oxen and a cart to do our hauling with and as Anson
Underhill was an expert at driving, we put him in charge of
the team. We were getting along nicely until about noon,
when we saw some men ride up on top of the hill, about a
quarter of a mile south of us. At that distance we could not
make out whether they were friends or foes, but surmised that
they were rebels, and every fellow broke for the blockhouse.
Captain Hymer said, “Give them a few shots and we will find
out who they are.” Four or five others of the company and 1
stepped out about thirty feet in front of the blockhouse, raised



