
Thomas Taylor 
23rd & 34th New Jersey Infantry Regiment 

 
Enlisted on 8/26/1862 as a Corporal 

 

On 9/13/1862, he mustered into "C" Co. New Jersey 23rd Infantry 
 
 

He was Mustered Out on 6/27/1863 at Beverly, NJ 
 

Promotions: 
 

1st Sergeant 2/1/1863 
 

***************************************************************************************** 
Enlisted on 9/30/1863 as a 1st Lieutenant 

 

On 10/6/1863, he was commissioned into "D" Co. New Jersey 34th Infantry 
 

He was Mustered Out on 4/30/1866 at Selma, AL 
 

Promotions: 
 

Captain 2/16/1865 (As of Co. I) 
 

Intra-regimental company transfers 
 

4/20/1865 From company D to company I 
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Presentation Sword 
This is a High-Grade Emerson & Silver Presentation Sword with a German silver presentation grip; a 

non-regulation hilt with a flying eagle pommel cap; a frosty etched blade; and an ornate scabbard.   

 

PRESENTED 
To First Lieut. 

Thomas Taylor 
By The Members Of  Co. D 

34th N.J. Vols. 
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SOLDIERS MEMORIAL 

34 Regiment Company D. N. J. Volunteers 
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Thomas Taylor 
 

Thomas Taylor was a Civil War Union Army Officer who first enrolled in the 23rd New Jersey 

Volunteer Infantry on August 26, 1862, and was mustered in as a Corporal on September 13, 1862. 

He served through the December 1862 Fredericksburg Campaign and then was promoted to 1st 

Sergeant on February 1, 1862. He then served through the May 1863 Chancellorsville Campaign, 

and was honorably mustered out on June 27, 1863.  

 

 

 

A few months later he rejoined the Union war effort, being commissioned as 1st Lieutenant of 

Company D, 34th New Jersey Volunteer Infantry on September 30, 1863. On February 16, 1865, he 

was promoted to Captain and commander of Company I, replacing the resigned Captain William O. 

Blood. He served through the end of the war, and in the subsequent occupation duty of the regiment 

and was honorably mustered out on April 30, 1866. 
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23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment  
The 23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment was an American Civil War infantry regiment from New 

Jersey that served a nine-month enlistment in the Union Army. 

The 23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment was recruited from various towns within Burlington County, 

New Jersey, and was mustered into Federal service in August 1862.The regiment trained at Camp 

Cadwalader in Beverly, before being sent out to join the Army of the Potomac. There, it 

was brigaded with the New Jersey units that made up the famed "First New Jersey Brigade", which 

had been reduced to a shadow of its former self due to continual field service and participation in the 

Battles of Gaines Mill, Second Bull Run, and South Mountain. The arrival of the nearly 1,000-strong 

23rd New Jersey and the newly recruited three-year 15th New Jersey Volunteer Infantry greatly 

replenished the brigade's numbers. 

When the 23rd New Jersey's first commander, Colonel John S. Cox, resigned to prevent a court-

martial for drunkenness in November 1862, the new commander, Col. Henry O. Ryerson (the former 

Lieutenant Colonel of the 2nd New Jersey Volunteer Infantry), reviewed the regiment, and 

disparagingly called them "Yahoos", due to their less than military demeanor and irreverence. The 

men of the regiment took to the sobriquet, emblazoning it on their regimental flag, and called 

themselves Yahoos for the rest of their lives. 

The regiment fought in two engagements–the December 1862 Battle of Fredericksburg, and the May 

1863 Battle of Salem Church. Years after the war was over, the regiment erected a monument—the 

only one ever erected for a nine-month New Jersey unit—on the Salem Church battlefield, where it 

stands today. In that engagement, it was led by Col. Edward Burd Grubb, Jr., who took over 

command when Colonel Ryerson left to lead the 10th New Jersey Volunteer Infantry in March 1863.  

After serving its nine-month enlistment, the regiment was mustered out in June 1863. Many of the 

veterans of the 23rd New Jersey went on to serve in other regiments, most notably the 34th 

New Jersey Volunteer Infantry, which is attributed to the fact that Colonel Grubb, much respected 

by the Yahoos, was rumored to be the commander of the unit (he in fact went on to command the 

37th New Jersey Volunteer Infantry instead) 

Captain Forrester L. Taylor, commander of Company H, rescued two wounded soldiers while under 

intense fire from the Confederates during the Salem Church engagement, an act of bravery that 

would get him awarded the Medal of Honor. This made him one of only two men from New Jersey's 

11 nine-month enlistment regiments to be awarded that high honor (the other being Sergeant 

Major Amos J. Cummings of the 26th New Jersey Volunteer Infantry) 

Service: 

March to Bakersville, Md., October 8, 1862, and join 1st New Jersey Brigade. At Bakersville, Md., till 

October 30. At New Baltimore November 9-16. Battle of Fredericksburg, Va., December 12-15. 

Duty near Falmouth, Va., till April 27, 1863. "Mud March" January 20-24. Chancellorsville Campaign 

April 27-May 6. Operations at Franklin's Crossing April 29-May 2. Battle of Marye’s Heights, 

Fredericksburg, May 3. Salem Heights May 3-4. Banks' Ford May 4. Regiment volunteered for service 

before muster out during the Gettysburg (Pa.) Campaign, and moved to Harrisburg, Pa. Mustered out 

June 27, 1863. Regiment lost during service 4 Officers and 31 Enlisted men killed and mortally 

wounded and 1 Officer and 54 Enlisted men by disease. Total 90. 
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23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment 
“Yahoos” 

The 23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment lost 4 officers and 31 enlisted men killed or mortally wounded 

and 1 officer and 54 enlisted men to disease during the Civil War. The regiment is honored by 

a monument at Salem Church, near Fredericksburg. 

1862 

 
The regiment was organized at Beverly, New Jersey of men from Burlington 

and Burlington County. They trained at Camp Cadwalader in Beverly. 

Original company commanders 

• Company A – Captain Francis W. Milnor 

• Company B – Captain Francis J. Higgins 

• Company C – Captain Samuel Carr 

• Company D – Captain Reading Newbold 

• Company E – Captain Augustus W. Grobler 

• Company F – Captain Samuel B. Smith 

• Company G – Captain Joseph R. Ridgway 

• Company H – Captain Henry A. McCabe 

• Company I – Captain John P. Burnett 

• Company K – Captain William J. Parmentier 

September 13 The 23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment mustered in for nine months Federal 

service under the command of Colonel John S. Cox, Lieutenant Colonel 

George C. Brown, Major Alfred Thompson, Adjutant William G. Winans and 

Sergeant Major John F. McKee. 

September 26 Left New Jersey for Washington, D.C. then moved to Frederick, Maryland, 

October 8 March to Bakersville, Maryland and attached to 1st Brigade, 1st Division, 6th 

Corps, Army of the Potomac. This was the First New Jersey Brigade, whose 

numbers had been badly depleted in the early battles of the war. 

November 9 At New Baltimore. Colonel Cox resigned after Brigadier General Gabriel Paul 

brought court martial charges for incompetence and drunkenness. Lieutenant 

Colonel Henry O. Ryerson of the 2nd New Jersey Infantry was promoted to 

colonel and given command of the 23rd. Captain E. Burd Grubb of the 3rd New 
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Jersey Infantry was promoted to major and transferred to the 23rd.Ryerson 

reviewed the regiment on taking command and disgustedly called them 

“Yahoos” due to their behavior and appearance. The men embraced the name, 

had it added to their regimental flag, and adopted it as the regiment’s nickname. 

December 12-15 Battle of Fredericksburg 

January-April Duty near Falmouth, Va. 

1863 

January 20-24 “Mud March” 

March 26 Colonel Ryerson was transferred to the 10th New Jersey Infantry Regiment. 

April 9 Twenty-one-year-old Major E. Burd Grubb was promoted to colonel. 

April 27-May 6 Chancellorsville Campaign 

April 29-May 2 Operations at Franklin’s Crossing 

May 3 Battle of Marye’s Heights (Second Fredericksburg) 

May 3-4 Salem Church 

A monument to the regiment is on the battlefield at Salem Church, the only 

monument to a nine months New Jersey regiment. 

Captain Forrester L. Taylor was awarded the Medal of Honor for rescuing two 

wounded men while under intense fire. According to his citation,  “At great risk 

Captain Taylor voluntarily saved the lives of and brought from the battlefield two 

wounded comrades.” Taylor was the only man from any of New Jersey’s nine 

months regiments to receive the Medal of Honor in the Civil War. 
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Medal of Honor recipient Captain Forrester Taylor, seen long after the war. 

May 4 Banks’ Ford 

June The regiment’s term of enlistment was finished in mid-June. They volunteered 

to extend their service during the emergency of Lee’s invasion of the North. 

June 27 The 23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment mustered out and moved to 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 
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23rd New Jersey Infantry monument 
The monument to the 23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment is on the south side of Plank Road (Virginia 

Route 3) 4 miles west of downtown Fredericksburg and 1.5 miles west of exit 130 on Interstate 95. 

(see map below) 

About the monument 

The monument is a tall shaft topped with a statue of an infantryman. The base is in the form of a 

crenellated castle with square bronze tablets on each side and a round bronze of the Seal of the 

State of New Jersey on the front. The front of the shaft has a relief of crossed rifles and an 

ammunition pouch, with the cross symbol of the Union 6th Corps between the muzzles of the rifles. 

The monument was erected in 1906 by the State of New Jersey. 

 

The 23rd New Jersey was recruited for nine months service in the fall of 1862 and was due to muster 

out in five weeks.  It would volunteer to extend its enlistment during the crisis of Lee’s invasion of the 

North during the Gettysburg campaign. Colonel E. Burd Grubb, a 21-year-old fifth generation member 

of the Grubb Iron Dynasty, commanded the regiment. 
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Text from the front (north side) of the monument: 

23rd Regt., N. J. Vols. 

1861 – 1865 

Monument to commemorate the services of the Twenty-Third Regiment New Jersey Volunteers 

Infantry, in the battle of Salem Church, Virginia, May 3rd, 1863. 

Erected by the State of New Jersey, under the authority of an act passed at the session of 1906. 

Introduced in the House of Assembly by Samuel K. Robbins, Speaker. Approved by Edward C. 

Stokes, Governor. 

Commissioners: Genl. E. Burd Grubb; Capt. E. H. Kirkbride; O. M. S. Thomas J. Alcott. 

Thomas Manson & Son, Builders, Red Bank, N.J. 
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From the west side of the monument: 

To the memory of our heroic comrades, who gave their lives for their Country’s unity, on this 

battlefield, this tablet is dedicated. 

 

From the rear (south side) of the monument: 

Our Colonel, E. Burd Grubb. 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



 

From the east side of the monument: 

To the brave Alabama boys, our opponents on this field of battle, whose memory we honor, this tablet 

is dedicated. 

Rededication tablet 

 

Text from the tablet at the base of the monument: 
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This site rededicated 

May 16, 1964 

Civil War Centennial Commission 

State of New Jersey 

Richard J. Hughes 

Governor 

 

 

Flank marker for the 23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment 
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34TH REGIMENT, NEW JERSEY INFANTRY 
Overview: 

Organization commenced at Beverly, N. J. Company "A" mustered in September 3; Company "C" 

September 21, and Company "G" September 23, 1863. Transferred to Trenton, N. J., October 3, 

1863, and Company "B" organized October 15; Company "D" October 6; Company "E" October 26; 

Company "F" October 8; Company "H" October 6; Company "I" October 20, and Company "K" 

November 9, 1863. Left State for Eastport, Miss., November 16, 1863. Attached to District of 

Columbus, Ky., 6th Division, 16th Army Corps, Dept. of the Tennessee, to August, 1864. District of 

Paducah, Ky., Dept. of the Ohio, to February, 1865. 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, 16th Army Corps 

(New), Military Division West Mississippi, to August, 1865. District of Alabama, Dept. of the Gulf, to 

April, 1866. 

Service: 

Moved from Eastport, Miss., to Columbus, Ky., December 12-20, 1863, thence to Union City, Tenn., 

December 20. Expedition to Huntington, Tenn., in pursuit of Forest December 22, 1863, to January 

21, 1864. Garrison duty at Columbus, Ky., January 21 to August 28. Expedition to Riley's Landing 

February 17. Near Island No. 10 March 6. Scout from Island No. 10 to New Madrid March 18 (Co. 

"C"). Skirmishes at Columbus, Ky., March 27, and April 11-13. Hickman June 10. Expedition into the 

interior July 9-12. (Co. "C" on duty at Island No. 10 July and August.) Clinton July 10. Expedition to 

Uniontown, Ky., against Johnston and Adams August 15-25. Moved to Mayfield, Ky., August 28. Duty 

there and at Paducah, Ky., till December. Moved to Nashville, Tenn., December 25, thence to 

Eastport, Miss., January 11, 1865, and duty there till February 7. Moved to New Orleans, La., 

February 7-22. Campaign against Mobile, Ala., and its defenses March 17-April 12. Siege 

of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely March 26-April 8. Assault and capture of Fort Blakely April 9. 

Occupation of Mobile April 12. March to Montgomery April 13-25, and provost duty there, at 

Montevallo, Talladega, Gainesville, Tuscaloosa, and other points in Alabama till April, 1866. Mustered 

out April 10, 1866. Discharged at Trenton, N. J., April 30, 1866. 

Regiment lost during service 3 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 3 Officers and 164 

Enlisted men by disease. Total 170. 
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Battle of Maryes Heights Cols., William H. Lawrence, Timothy C. Moore, Lieut.-Col., Robert M. 

Ekings; Majs., Gustavus N. Abeel, Henry P. Reed. This regiment was raised during the summer and 

autumn of 1863, principally from the counties of Mercer, Salem, Burlington, and Camden, with 

numerous recruits from all parts of the state, and a plentiful addition from the neighboring cities of 

New York and Philadelphia of men attracted by the large bounties then being paid. The term of 

enlistment was for three years. The first place of rendezvous was Beverly, where the regiment was 

under the command of Col. E. B. Grubb, formerly of the 23d. About Oct. 25 the regiment was 

removed to Camp Parker, near Trenton where the complement of men was obtained and mustered 

in. The colonel, William Hudson Lawrence, was a captain in the 14th regular infantry, who had 

obtained leave of absence from the secretary of war to take a volunteer command; the lieutenant- 

colonel was Timothy C. Moore, formerly of the 5th N. J., and the major was Gustavus N. Abeel, of the 

1st N. J. infantry, who had been serving for a year before on the staff of Gen. Torbert, then 

commanding the 1st brigade. After unavailing efforts on the part of Col. Lawrence to have the 

regiment attached to the Army of the Potomac, it was ordered to East port, Miss., to report to Gen. W. 

T. Sherman, and in pursuance of that order, left Trenton on the morning of Nov. 16, 1863, for 

Philadelphia, its strength for duty being 800. Finally, being placed as a permanent garrison at 

Columbus, Ky., on April 13, 1864, a desultory skirmish was had for some hours, when the enemy 

withdrew, foiled in his purpose to carry the position. During the month of June, a spirited engagement 

took place at Hickman, Ky., between a detachment of the 34th and some Confederate cavalry. The 

enemy was encountered in force near Clinton, Ky., on July 1O, and after a sharp action of 2 hours he 

was defeated with a loss of 5 killed, 30 wounded and 17 prisoners, including the notorious Capt. 

Kesterson, who was executed shortly afterward. Being transferred to the Department of the Gulf, in 

April, 1865, it took part in the assault and capture of Spanish Fort, Batteries Huger, Tracey and Fort 

Blakely, in which action it lost 3 killed and 15 wounded. The regiment remained in service until April 

30, 1866.  

Source: The Union Army, vol. 3 

**************************************************************************************  

FEBRUARY 17, 1864.--Expedition from Island No. 10 to Riley's Landing, Tenn.  

Report of Capt. Robert M. Ekings, thirty-fourth New Jersey Infantry.  

HDQRS. U. S. FORCES, Island No. 10, Tenn., February 18, 1864. SIR: I have the honor to report 

that, having received information that 4 deserters from the Union army were secreted near Tiptonville, 

Tenn., I with 40 men of my command embarked on a steamer at 2 a. m. of February 17, and 

proceeded down the river to Riley's Landing, 6 miles below Tiptonville.  

At Riley's house we seized a small amount of Government ammunition and several guns. Being 

unable to carry away these guns we destroyed them.  

We then proceeded to the house of one Lewis, where we succeeded in capturing 5 of the gang of 

guerrillas which has infested the bend for five months past. Together with them we captured their 

arms and their horses. These men were in bed, having their pistols under their heads, but being 

completely surprised offered no resistance.  

From this point we marched to the place where the deserters were said to be employed, but could 

find no traces of them. Seeing no change of effecting any further captures we got on board a boat at 

Tiptonville and returned to this post.  

One of these prisoners, Owen Edwards, is a quasi-lieutenant in Meriwether's company of 

bushwhackers, and is reported to have been in command of the party which fired into a government 
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boat below Tiptonville about three months ago. Another, Lewis, claims to belong to Faulkner's 

command. Gregg says he was a private in Meriwether's gang, but that he deserted when Meriwether 

proceeded south. George Moore, formerly of the rebel army, now horse thief and scoundrel in 

general, is the fourth person captured; and lastly Clayton, about whom I have no particular 

information except his being found with the rest at Lewis' house. Lewis is a paroled prisoner. He was 

formerly a captain in the Fifteenth Regt. Tennessee Volunteers, rebel army. He stated that the 

guerrillas have eaten over $200 worth of provisions at his house within six months. He has a parole 

from Gen. Quinby, formerly commanding this district.  

Of the captured horses three have been sent to Columbus. The prisoners will be examined and sent 

to Capt. I. H. Williams, district provost-marshal.  

R. M. EKINGS,  

Capt. Company C, 34th New Jersey Infantry, Cmdg. Post.  

Capt. J. H. ODLIN,  

Asst. Adjt. Gen. Source:  

Official Records PAGE 404-57 KY., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND N. GA. [CHAP. XLIV. [Series 

I. Vol. 32. Part I, Reports. Serial No. 57.]  

***************************************************************************************  

Reports of Col. William H. Lawrence, Thirty-fourth New Jersey Infantry, of affairs at Columbus, etc.  

HEADQUARTERS OF THE POST,  

Columbus, Ky., April 11, 1864.  

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that at 1 p. m. this day my pickets were driven in by about 50 of 

the enemy's cavalry, capturing 1 corporal of the Thirty-fourth New Jersey Volunteers and wounding 1 

of the Third U. S. Colored Troops. I immediately sent out my mounted infantry and drove them 7 

miles, wounding 1 and capturing his arms.  

Reports from refugees have been very numerous to-day. The enemy are reported in squads of 50 

and 60 all through the country. A scout of 7 of Colonel Bell's command came into Hickman last night, 

and reported Bell, 700 strong, marching on the town.  

It is reported to-day by 2 or 3 refugees, who have every appearance of truth, that Forrest has 16 

pieces of artillery; that he has been heavily re-enforced; that he ordered his artillery from Jackson to 

Trenton last Thursday; that at Trenton he has large supplies, and has stated he will try Columbus and 

Paducah, as he is not satisfied with his reception there. I think there is some truth in these reports, 

owing to the large number of small parties about the country. The gun-boat left here day before 

yesterday without reporting. I would respectfully ask that a gun-boat be dispatched here without 

delay.  

It is impossible for us to repair the telegraph, as the enemy have some 200 or 300 at Blandville. If you 

have any spare troops I should like to have them, as I feel that I might be attacked at any hour, and 

Major De Buol, having inspected Fort Halleck, reports that there is but one serviceable gun in the fort. 

The trench is also in a very bad condition. The general commanding may rely upon my not being 

taken by surprise, and nothing that I can do shall be left undone.  

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,  
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WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,  

Col. 34th N. J. Vols., Comdg. Post.  

Capt. J. H. ODLIN, Asst. Adjt.-Gen.  

From scouts just in the enemy in squads of 200 or 300 are reported in every direction.  

W. H. L.  

-----------  

HDQRS. OF THE POST,  

Columbus, Ky., April 13, 1864.  

CAPT.: I inclose copy of a communication received this morning at 6 o'clock and my reply to the 

same. This was brought in by a flag of truce. The only information I could obtain was that they had a 

division under Buford, principally of mounted infantry.  

The steamer L. M. Kennett happened to be here with a battery of 24-pounders and the detachment of 

Col. Rinaker's regiment, and some 100 men in squads. I have detained the steamer. The steamer 

Maria Denning is only a few hours behind with 1,500 troops. The gun-boat has gone down the river 

and not yet returned.  

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,  

WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,  

Col. Thirty-fourth N. J. Vols.  

Capt. J. H. ODLIN, Asst. Adjt.-Gen.  

[Inclosure No. 1.]  

HDQRS. CONFEDERATE FORCES,  

Before Columbus, Ky., April 13, 1864.  

The Commanding Officer U. S. Forces Columbus, Ky.:  

Fully capable of taking Columbus and its garrison by force, I desire to avoid the shedding of blood 

and therefore demand the unconditional surrender of the forces under your command. Should you 

surrender, the negroes now in arms will be returned to their masters. Should I, however, be 

compelled to take the place, no quarter will be shown to the negro troops whatever; the white troops 

will be treated as prisoners of war.  

I am, sir, yours,  

BUFORD, Brig.-Gen.  

[Inclosure No. 2.]  

HDQRS. OF THE POST,  

Columbus, Ky., April 13, 1864.  

Brig. Gen. A. BUFORD,  
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Comdg. Confederate Forces before Columbus, Ky.:  

GEN.: Your communication of this date is to hand. In reply I would state that, being placed by my 

government with adequate force to hold and repel all enemies from my post, surrender is out of the 

question.  

I am, general, very respectfully,  

WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE, 

Col. 34th N. J. Vols., Comdg. Post.  

HDQRS. OF THE POST,  

Columbus, Ky., April 20, 1864. 

 CAPT.: I have the honor to report for the information of the general commanding that Brig. Gen. 

George F. Shepley arrived here on the morning of the 13th instant, on the steamer Olive Branch. He 

informed me that as they passed Fort Pillow, he saw a flag of truce, and was informed that there had 

been severe fighting going on. As flag hurled down, or the halyards shot away, he could not tell 

which. Afterward saw a flag he could not make out, but not higher than a regimental flag. He then 

went on to say that he believed the fort had surrendered, and was at this time expecting an attack 

upon my post, and Gen. Shepley offered me two batteries of light artillery, which he said were fully 

manned and equipped. I am informed there were some 200 infantry on board the steamer in addition 

to the artillery. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,  

Col., Cmdg. Post.  

Source: Official Records CHAP. XLIV.] FORREST'S EXPEDITION INTO W. TENN. AND KY. PAGE 

552-57 [Series I. Vol. 32. Part I, Reports. Serial No. 57.] 

 *****************************************************************************************  

Report of Col. William Lawrence, Thirty-fourth  

New Jersey Infantry, of operations April 3-9.  

HDQRS. THIRTY-FOURTH REGT. NEW JERSEY VOLS.,  

Before Mobile, Ala., April 10, 1865.  

CAPT.: I have the honor to submit the following report of my regiment since its arrival at this camp: 

April 3, arrived within two miles of Blakely, Ala., encamped in line of battle; furnished a detail for the 

skirmish line to commence the investment for Blakely. April 4, in camp all day. April 5, the regiment 

went to the front at 5 p.m.; relieved skirmish line of the Eleventh Wisconsin Veteran Volunteers by 

250 men; the balance of the regiment was engaged in building a redoubt for two guns and running a 

covered way. April 6, still engaged on redoubt and covered way; two privates wounded on the 

skirmish line; relieved at 5 p.m. and returned to camp. April 7, in camp all day. April 8, the regiment 

went to the front at 5 p.m. relieving the Fifty-second Indiana and Fifty-eighth Illinois. The reserve was 

engaged all night in completing redoubt for four guns commenced by Fifty-second Indiana and in 

running saps and completing connections of the skirmish line. April 9, still engaged on saps, having 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



completed the redoubt last night at 5.30 p.m. Formed as reserve line of battle preparatory to a charge 

on the rebel works at 5.45, our first line of battle driving all before them. The reserve was ordered to 

charge which they did in gallant style. Our loss during the day was 2 killed, 1 wounded, and 1 

missing. Returned to camp at 8 p.m., Blakely having been gloriously captured.  

WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE, Col., Cmdg. Thirty-fourth New Jersey Volunteers.  

Capt. R. E. JACKSON, Acting Assistant Adjutant-Gen.  
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Battle of Spanish Fort 
Spanish Fort was part of the Confederate fortifications guarding the eastern approaches 

to Mobile during the Civil War and was captured by federal forces on April 8, 1865. The federal siege 

and capture of Spanish Fort and nearby Fort Blakeley on the following day led to the surrender of 

the city of Mobile, Mobile County, in the last days of the Civil War. During the colonial era, a French 

trading post, constructed in 1712, and a Spanish fort, built in 1780, occupied the site of the 

Confederate fortifications. 

By 1864, Maj. Gen. Dabney H. Maury, 

Confederate commander of the Mobile 

garrison, had constructed fortifications to 

protect the city's western approach, with 

water approaches being defended by a 

series of underwater obstructions and 

island-based artillery batteries. To protect 

the city's eastern approaches, Brig. Gen. 

Danville Ledbetter constructed a series of 

earthen fortifications, including Spanish 

Fort, directly across the upper bay from 

Mobile on the bluffs above the Blakeley 

River in Baldwin County. Fort Blakeley, 

some eight miles north of Spanish Fort, 

protected the city on the northeast. By 

early 1865, Mobile's garrison numbered 

almost 10,000 troops. 

U.S. Navy rear admiral David G. Farragut's 

victory in the Battle of Mobile Bay on 

August 5, 1864, essentially closed the port. 

But because federal forces were heavily 

engaged elsewhere, especially in the siege 

of Atlanta, Georgia, Maj. Gen. Edward R. 

S. Canby, commander of the Military 

Division of West Mississippi, had 

insufficient manpower to capture Mobile. 

By early 1865, however, Canby began 

acquiring the forces necessary to capture 

Mobile by first taking Spanish Fort. 

 

                            Dabney H. Maury 
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Defenses 

 

Battle of Spanish Fort Map 

The fort sat on a high hill with a large flat top, running north-south, and had steep sides and easy 

access to the bay by way of the Blakeley River, giving the site a 360-degree view of the surrounding 

terrain. The Confederates had constructed trenches and artillery redoubts in a semi-circle two miles 

long and 1,000 yards wide between Minette Bay and D'Olive Bay. Fort McDermott, positioned at the 

southern end of the hilltop, guarded the land approaches, and Old Spanish Fort, the site of the 

original Spanish fort located at the north end of the hill, covered the river approaches. The 

Confederate defenses consisted of six Louisiana infantry regiments, commanded by Brig. Gen. 

Randall L. Gibson and five Alabama infantry regiments, commanded by Brig. Gen. James T. 

Holtzclaw. The forces were equipped with 47 pieces of artillery, but 14 were pointed toward the bay to 

defend against an attack from that direction. The Confederates had largely left the northern end of the 

defenses unfortified because swamps and a high-water table made construction difficult. 

In early January, Canby began massing forces to capture Spanish Fort. On March 17, a total of 

32,000 troops of XII Corps and XVI Corps, Army of West Mississippi, began moving 

by steamboats from Fort Gaines and over land from Fort Morgan to a staging area on the Fish 

River, 20 miles south of Spanish Fort. Simultaneously, about 13,000 federal soldiers began marching 

north and west from Pensacola to cut off the railroad between Mobile and Montgomery and then 

seize Blakeley. By March 24, Canby's forces had arrived at the Fish River and began marching north 
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toward Spanish Fort the next day. Within three days, there were thousands of federal soldiers in the 

vicinity of the Confederate fortifications, into which Confederate troops, numbering about 3,000 men, 

withdrew. 

Federal Advance and Attack 

 

CSS Nashville 

U.S. forces began their advance on March 27, came under fire, and encircled the land approaches to 

Spanish Fort along a three-mile front about a half mile from the Confederate lines by sunset. 

Realizing that a full frontal assault on the fort would probably result in heavy casualties, Canby 

decided to dig successive trenches parallel to the Confederate line of fortifications and rifle pits to 

close the distance to the Confederate fortifications while keeping his troops safe from attack. 

Confederate sharpshooters and artillery fire regularly harassed the federal sappers, or engineers, and 

sharpshooters fired back to protect the diggers. Ebenezer Farrand, commander of the 

Confederate naval squadron in Mobile Bay, moved the armored 

gunboats CSS Huntsville, CSS Nashville, and CSS Morgan up the Tensaw River, midway between 

Spanish Fort and Blakeley to aid the two Confederate garrisons by shelling the federal troops. They 

did so for several days until they ran out of ammunition. 

By April 8, the sappers had established defensive positions immediately in front of the Confederate 

fortifications. Canby had positioned 90 guns to fire on the Confederates, who had only 30 or so guns. 

U.S. and Confederate artillery traded fire throughout the day, covering the battlefield with flame and 

smoke and shaking the ground for miles around. Around 5:00 p.m., the 8th Iowa Infantry Regiment, 

led by Col. James Geddes, broke into the weak northern part of the battlefield and entered the fort's 

first line of breastworks. By dusk, Gibson realized he could not withstand a continued federal attack 

and evacuated the fort. The Confederates spiked their guns, destroyed the gun carriages, and 

withdrew to the nearby island battery of Fort Huger. Many made their way to Mobile by boat, and 

Gibson sent approximately 1,000 troops to Blakeley. About midnight, federal forces realized that the 

vast majority of the Confederates had left the fort. Canby's men captured about 500 prisoners and 

large quantities of artillery shells and gunpowder. Estimated casualties from the battle were 657 U.S. 

soldiers and 744 Confederates. 
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Confederates Fall 

After transferring men to the fortifications east of Mobile during the respective sieges, Gen. Maury 

now had only about 4,500 men left and began evacuating the city on the evening of April 11. 

Meanwhile, Mobile mayor Robert H. Slough surrendered the city without a fight on April 12, 1865, 

three days after Gen. Robert E. Lee surrendered his Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox Court 

House, Virginia. Maury surrendered his forces to Gen. Canby at Citronelle, Mobile County, on May 4, 

1865. 

The Spanish Fort battlefield is located north of present-day U. S. Highway 31 and west of State 

Highway 225. Its waterfront location made it attractive for development, and, as a result, housing 

developments now cover most of the original battlefield. But visitors to the area can still see traces of 

the original earthworks and trenches in the yards of homes and an overgrown section of Fort (Battery) 

McDermott along the city of Spanish Fort's Main Street. The state of Alabama has erected historical 

markers at several points on the battlefield. 

Battle of Fort Blakeley 

 

Fortifications at Blakeley 

The Battle of Fort Blakeley, fought on April 9, 1865, was the climax of the U.S. military campaign 

during the Civil War aimed at capturing the city of Mobile, the last major port that remained in 

Confederate hands. The battle took place at the site of Fort Blakeley, an earthen Confederate 

fortification about six miles north of present-day Spanish Fort in Baldwin County. In it, some 16,000 

federal troops fought against approximately 3,500 Confederates, with the U.S. military gaining a 

decisive victory and taking the city of Mobile soon after. The site is now commemorated as Historic 

Blakeley State Park. 
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The city of Mobile was a vital transportation and supply center in the South, and federal forces had 

been planning to capture it as early as 1862. Owing to several factors, however, they were unable to 

put their plans in motion until the summer of 1864. This delay allowed Confederate forces to 

transform the Mobile Bay area into one of the most heavily fortified regions of the country. Three lines 

of substantial fortifications ringed the city itself, and strategically located artillery batteries, rows of 

pilings, and floating mines protected the approach from the bay. Following the Battle of Mobile 

Bay in August 1864 and the capture of Confederate positions in the lower bay (including Forts 

Morgan and Gaines), federal forces made plans to advance towards the city from the east. Two 

major, but as yet unfinished defensive positions along the eastern shore in Baldwin County, known as 

Spanish Fort and Fort Blakeley (commonly misspelled as "Blakely"), stood in their way. 

Mobile's Eastern Defenses 

Built near the site of a Revolutionary War outpost constructed by the Spanish after their capture of 

British Mobile and known as "Spanish Fort," 

the structure consisted of three linked 

earthen forts overlooking a series of bluffs 

along the Blakeley River. About five miles to 

its north stood Fort Blakeley, an earthworks 

constructed under the direction of Virginian 

major general Dabney H. Maury by 

Confederate soldiers and enslaved men 

pressed into service. The structure consisted 

of an arcing three-mile line of entrenchments 

anchored by nine redoubts and about 40 

pieces of artillery. The outpost received its 

name from the nearby river community of 

Blakeley, then seat of Baldwin County. Its 

location along a stretch of high ground and a 

deep-water port at the intersection of the 

Stockton and Pensacola Roads nevertheless 

made it a strategic defensive position. 

Confederate forces under the overall 

command of Maury occupied the eastern 

shore defenses, including about 2,500 men at 

Spanish Fort and a similar number at Fort 

Blakeley. After a nearly two-week siege 

at Spanish Fort, Brig. Gen. Randall Gibson, 

severely outnumbered and with his lines on 

the verge of breaking, had skillfully evacuated 

the outpost on the night of April 8, 1865, and 

left it for the federal troops. At that point, Fort 

Blakeley became the only major Confederate 

post defending Mobile. 

 

                        Dabney H. Maury 
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 The Confederacy's Brig. Gen. St. John R. Liddell commanded the roughly 3,500 men at Blakeley at 

the time of the battle, a portion of whom had made their way there after the fall of Spanish Fort. 

Included in Liddell's command were two brigades under the direction of Brig. Gen. Francis M. 

Cockrell and composed primarily of veteran Missouri and Mississippi troops as well as two regiments 

of "Alabama Brigade" reserves, primarily teenage conscripts, under Brig. Gen. Bryan Thomas. 

Cockrell's men occupied the 

Confederate center and left, 

while Thomas's men gathered 

on the right. Liddell's men had 

cleared trees and brush in front 

of the main line up to a distance 

of 800 yards to create clear 

fields of fire and had erected 

two lines of "abates" (tangles of 

fallen trees with branches 

pointed toward the enemy), 

sharpened stakes, and even 

telegraph wire strung between 

stumps to impede the attackers. 

They also dug a series of rifle 

pits, in which teams of 

skirmishers were deployed, a 

short distance in advance of 

these obstructions.  

Controversially, Liddell's men 

had also buried dozens of land 

mines, a recent invention at the 

time called "subterra shells," in 

the ground in their front. Nearby 

on islands in the Blakeley River 

were two large batteries, named 

Huger and Tracy, which formed 

an integral part of the overall 

Confederate line. 

                                    

 

 

                                    Francis M. Cockrell 
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The U.S. Army Attacks 

Moving against these defenses 

were more than 40,000 troops 

under the overall command of 

Maj. Gen. Edward R. S. Canby. 

Canby's main column 

advanced north from Fort 

Morgan, which guarded the 

eastern side of the entrance to 

Mobile Bay, in mid-March 1865; 

a second force, led by Maj. 

Gen. Frederick Steele, was 

making its way west from 

Pensacola, having fought 

several small but sharp 

engagements along the way. 

Steele arrived at Fort Blakeley 

on April 1, 1865, and 

immediately began to lay siege.  

 

His numbers were soon 

augmented by detachments 

from Canby's force at Spanish 

Fort, bringing the total number 

of attackers to some 16,000. 

Included in the federal ranks 

were some 5,000 men of the 

"United States Colored 

Troops (USCT)," African 

American regiments composed 

in large part of 

former enslaved and free 

blacks from the South.  

 

                                                           Maj. Gen. Edward R. S. Canby  

 

Their presence at Blakeley ranks among the heaviest concentrations of African American soldiers 

who participated in any one battle during the Civil War. The armies skirmished day and night for more 

than a week as the federal engineers constructed three parallel systems of earthworks located 

progressively closer to the Confederate position. Liddell's men attempted to slow the U.S. troops' 

advance under cover of dark by launching several small-scale sorties and periodically lobbing "fire 

balls" (artillery shells filled with quicklime, CaO, that gave a brief, intense glow as they burned) into 

the air to temporarily illuminate their targets. They also enlisted the aid of Confederate ships, 

including the CSS Huntsville, Nashville, and Gaines, lying in the Tensaw River, which shelled the 

federal lines until eventually driven off by artillery.  
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Battle of Fort Blakeley Map 

The U.S. military command began its final assault on Fort Blakeley on the afternoon of Sunday, April 

9, 1865. Unknown to either army, that very day Confederate commander general Robert E. Lee had 

surrendered his Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox Court House, Virginia. Heavy fighting began 

around 3 p.m. on the Confederate left as a portion of the federal besiegers, including several units of 

the USCT, probed Blakeley's defenses. The full assault began about 5:30 p.m. Across a nearly three-

mile-long front, federal troops emerged from trenches in places less than 1,000 yards from the fort's 

defenders and charged. They began taking casualties almost immediately, coming under rifle and 

artillery fire as well as tripping some of the land mines. The surging federal army nevertheless soon 

reached the Confederate skirmishers, who were forced to retreat to the main line. Their comrades 

had to hold their fire to avoid hitting the retreating troops, allowing the attackers to begin cutting 

through the lines of abates in front of the earthworks. 

Blakeley Falls 

Once the federal troops reached the Confederate line, fierce, close-quarters combat briefly raged. 

Some defenders threw down their arms and surrendered or turned and ran after federal troops had 

overrun their position, but others fought on even after being surrounded. Despite their resistance, the 

federal attackers overwhelmed the Confederate line and the fighting was over within 30 minutes. A 

very small number of Confederate soldiers, perhaps a few dozen, escaped via the river. The great 

majority of the garrison was captured. Exact numbers of casualties are unknown, but it is believed 

that about 75 Confederate defenders were killed, and Union attackers suffered about 150 killed and 

around 650 wounded during the entirety of the siege and assault. Some of the U.S. casualties 

occurred after the battle, as the mine-ridden battlefield continued to claim victims until captured 

prisoners were forced to point out their locations. Allegations that some Confederates were shot even 

after they surrendered to USCT troops surfaced almost immediately after the battle and the truth of 
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what happened in its chaotic last moments continues to be the subject of research and speculation 

today. Available evidence indicates some federal soldiers indeed may have fired on Confederates 

who had surrendered, but there was no large-scale massacre. Several federal soldiers were later 

recognized with the Congressional Medal of Honor for their bravery during the assault or for having 

captured flags at Blakeley. With the fall of both Fort Blakeley and Spanish Fort, Batteries Huger and 

Tracy were both rendered essentially useless and were abandoned two days later. On April 12, the 

mayor of Mobile surrendered the city to U.S. military forces. 

 

Historic Blakeley State Park 

 

Storming of Fort Blakeley, U.S. battle April 2-9, 1865. "Probably the last charge of this war, it was as 

gallant as any on record." 

 

AZSWORDS.C
OM

https://encyclopediaofalabama.org/media/historic-blakeley-state-park/


Thomas Taylor 
23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment 
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Thomas Taylor 
34th New Jersey Infantry Regiment 
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