Thomas Taylor

23rd & 34th New Jersey Infantry Regiment

Enlisted on 8/26/1862 as a Corporal
On 9/13/1862, he mustered into "C" Co. New Jersey 23rd Infantry

He was Mustered Out on 6/27/1863 at Beverly, NJ
Promotions:

1st Sergeant 2/1/1863
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Enlisted on 9/30/1863 as a 1st Lieutenant

On 10/6/1863, he was commissioned into "D" Co. New Jersey 34th Infantry
He was Mustered Out on 4/30/1866 at Selma, AL
Promotions:
Captain 2/16/1865 (As of Co. I)
Intra-regimental company transfers

4/20/1865 From company D to company |



Presentation Sword

This is a High-Grade Emerson & Silver Presentation Sword with a German silver presentation grip; a
non-regulation hilt with a flying eagle pommel cap; a frosty etched blade; and an ornate scabbard.
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Thomas Taylor

Thomas Taylor was a Civil War Union Army Officer who first enrolled in the 23rd New Jersey
Volunteer Infantry on August 26, 1862, and was mustered in as a Corporal on September 13, 1862.
He served through the December 1862 Fredericksburg Campaign and then was promoted to 1st
Sergeant on February 1, 1862. He then served through the May 1863 Chancellorsville Campaign,
and was honorably mustered out on June 27, 1863.
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A few months later he rejoined the Union war effort, being commissioned as 1st Lieutenant of
Company D, 34th New Jersey Volunteer Infantry on September 30, 1863. On February 16, 1865, he
was promoted to Captain and commander of Company I, replacing the resigned Captain William O.
Blood. He served through the end of the war, and in the subsequent occupation duty of the regiment
and was honorably mustered out on April 30, 1866.



23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment

The 23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment was an American Civil War infantry regiment from New
Jersey that served a nine-month enlistment in the Union Army.

The 23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment was recruited from various towns within Burlington County,
New Jersey, and was mustered into Federal service in August 1862.The regiment trained at Camp
Cadwalader in Beverly, before being sent out to join the Army of the Potomac. There, it

was brigaded with the New Jersey units that made up the famed "First New Jersey Brigade", which
had been reduced to a shadow of its former self due to continual field service and participation in the
Battles of Gaines Mill, Second Bull Run, and South Mountain. The arrival of the nearly 1,000-strong
23rd New Jersey and the newly recruited three-year 15th New Jersey Volunteer Infantry greatly
replenished the brigade's numbers.

When the 23rd New Jersey's first commander, Colonel John S. Cox, resigned to prevent a court-
martial for drunkenness in November 1862, the new commander, Col. Henry O. Ryerson (the former
Lieutenant Colonel of the 2nd New Jersey Volunteer Infantry), reviewed the regiment, and
disparagingly called them "Yahoos", due to their less than military demeanor and irreverence. The
men of the regiment took to the sobriquet, emblazoning it on their regimental flag, and called
themselves Yahoos for the rest of their lives.

The regiment fought in two engagements—the December 1862 Battle of Fredericksburg, and the May
1863 Battle of Salem Church. Years after the war was over, the regiment erected a monument—the
only one ever erected for a nine-month New Jersey unit—on the Salem Church battlefield, where it
stands today. In that engagement, it was led by Col. Edward Burd Grubb, Jr., who took over
command when Colonel Ryerson left to lead the 10th New Jersey Volunteer Infantry in March 1863.

After serving its nine-month enlistment, the regiment was mustered out in June 1863. Many of the
veterans of the 23rd New Jersey went on to serve in other regiments, most notably the 34th
New Jersey Volunteer Infantry, which is attributed to the fact that Colonel Grubb, much respected
by the Yahoos, was rumored to be the commander of the unit (he in fact went on to command the
37th New Jersey Volunteer Infantry instead)

Captain Forrester L. Taylor, commander of Company H, rescued two wounded soldiers while under
intense fire from the Confederates during the Salem Church engagement, an act of bravery that
would get him awarded the Medal of Honor. This made him one of only two men from New Jersey's
11 nine-month enlistment regiments to be awarded that high honor (the other being Sergeant
Major Amos J. Cummings of the 26th New Jersey Volunteer Infantry)

Service:

March to Bakersville, Md., October 8, 1862, and join 1st New Jersey Brigade. At Bakersville, Md., till
October 30. At New Baltimore November 9-16. Battle of Fredericksburg, Va., December 12-15.
Duty near Falmouth, Va., till April 27, 1863. "Mud March" January 20-24. Chancellorsville Campaign
April 27-May 6. Operations at Franklin's Crossing April 29-May 2. Battle of Marye’s Heights,
Fredericksburg, May 3. Salem Heights May 3-4. Banks' Ford May 4. Regiment volunteered for service
before muster out during the Gettysburg (Pa.) Campaign, and moved to Harrisburg, Pa. Mustered out
June 27, 1863. Regiment lost during service 4 Officers and 31 Enlisted men killed and mortally
wounded and 1 Officer and 54 Enlisted men by disease. Total 90.



23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment

“Yahoos”

The 23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment lost 4 officers and 31 enlisted men killed or mortally wounded
and 1 officer and 54 enlisted men to disease during the Civil War. The regiment is honored by
a monument at Salem Church, near Fredericksburg.

1862

The regiment was organized at Beverly, New Jersey of men from Burlington
and Burlington County. They trained at Camp Cadwalader in Beverly.

Original company commanders
e Company A — Captain Francis W. Milnor
e Company B — Captain Francis J. Higgins
« Company C — Captain Samuel Carr
« Company D — Captain Reading Newbold
« Company E — Captain Augustus W. Grobler
« Company F — Captain Samuel B. Smith
o Company G — Captain Joseph R. Ridgway
« Company H — Captain Henry A. McCabe
o Company | — Captain John P. Burnett

o Company K — Captain William J. Parmentier

September 13  The 23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment mustered in for nine months Federal
service under the command of Colonel John S. Cox, Lieutenant Colonel
George C. Brown, Major Alfred Thompson, Adjutant William G. Winans and
Sergeant Major John F. McKee.

September 26  Left New Jersey for Washington, D.C. then moved to Frederick, Maryland,

October 8 March to Bakersville, Maryland and attached to 1st Brigade, 1st Division, 6th
Corps, Army of the Potomac. This was the First New Jersey Brigade, whose
numbers had been badly depleted in the early battles of the war.

November 9 At New Baltimore. Colonel Cox resigned after Brigadier General Gabriel Paul
brought court martial charges for incompetence and drunkenness. Lieutenant
Colonel Henry O. Ryerson of the 2nd New Jersey Infantry was promoted to
colonel and given command of the 23rd. Captain E. Burd Grubb of the 3rd New



Jersey Infantry was promoted to major and transferred to the 23rd.Ryerson
reviewed the regiment on taking command and disgustedly called them
“Yahoos” due to their behavior and appearance. The men embraced the name,
had it added to their regimental flag, and adopted it as the regiment’s nickname.

December 12-15 Battle of Fredericksburg
January-April Duty near Falmouth, Va.
1863
January 20-24 “Mud March”
March 26 Colonel Ryerson was transferred to the 10th New Jersey Infantry Regiment.
April 9 Twenty-one-year-old Major E. Burd Grubb was promoted to colonel.
April 27-May 6 Chancellorsville Campaign
April 29-May 2 Operations at Franklin’s Crossing
May 3 Battle of Marye’s Heights (Second Fredericksburg)
May 3-4 Salem Church

A monument to the regiment is on the battlefield at Salem Church, the only
monument to a nine months New Jersey regiment.

Captain Forrester L. Taylor was awarded the Medal of Honor for rescuing two
wounded men while under intense fire. According to his citation, “At great risk
Captain Taylor voluntarily saved the lives of and brought from the battlefield two
wounded comrades.” Taylor was the only man from any of New Jersey’s nine
months regiments to receive the Medal of Honor in the Civil War.
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Medal of Honor recipient Captain Forrester Taylor, seen long after the war.
May 4 Banks’ Ford

June The regiment’s term of enlistment was finished in mid-June. They volunteered
to extend their service during the emergency of Lee’s invasion of the North.

June 27 The 23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment mustered out and moved to
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.




23rd New Jersey Infantry monument

The monument to the 23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment is on the south side of Plank Road (Virginia
Route 3) 4 miles west of downtown Fredericksburg and 1.5 miles west of exit 130 on Interstate 95.
(see map below)

About the monument

The monument is a tall shaft topped with a statue of an infantryman. The base is in the form of a
crenellated castle with square bronze tablets on each side and a round bronze of the Seal of the
State of New Jersey on the front. The front of the shaft has a relief of crossed rifles and an
ammunition pouch, with the cross symbol of the Union 6th Corps between the muzzles of the rifles.
The monument was erected in 1906 by the State of New Jersey.

The 23rd New Jersey was recruited for nine months service in the fall of 1862 and was due to muster
out in five weeks. It would volunteer to extend its enlistment during the crisis of Lee’s invasion of the
North during the Gettysburg campaign. Colonel E. Burd Grubb, a 21-year-old fifth generation member
of the Grubb Iron Dynasty, commanded the regiment.



Text from the front (north side) of the monument:
23rd Regt., N. J. Vols.
1861 — 1865

Monument to commemorate the services of the Twenty-Third Regiment New Jersey Volunteers
Infantry, in the battle of Salem Church, Virginia, May 3rd, 1863.

Erected by the State of New Jersey, under the authority of an act passed at the session of 1906.
Introduced in the House of Assembly by Samuel K. Robbins, Speaker. Approved by Edward C.
Stokes, Governor.

Commissioners: Genl. E. Burd Grubb; Capt. E. H. Kirkbride; O. M. S. Thomas J. Alcott.
Thomas Manson & Son, Builders, Red Bank, N.J.



From the west side of the monument:

To the memory of our heroic comrades, who gave their lives for their Country’s unity, on this
battlefield, this tablet is dedicated.

From the rear (south side) of the monument:

Our Colonel, E. Burd Grubb.



From the east side of the monument:

To the brave Alabama boys, our opponents on this field of battle, whose memory we honor, this tablet
is dedicated.

Rededication tablet

Text from the tablet at the base of the monument:



This site rededicated
May 16, 1964
Civil War Centennial Commission
State of New Jersey
Richard J. Hughes
Governor

Flank marker for the 23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment



34TH REGIMENT, NEW JERSEY INFANTRY

Overview:

Organization commenced at Beverly, N. J. Company "A" mustered in September 3; Company "C"
September 21, and Company "G" September 23, 1863. Transferred to Trenton, N. J., October 3,
1863, and Company "B" organized October 15; Company "D" October 6; Company "E" October 26;
Company "F" October 8; Company "H" October 6; Company "I" October 20, and Company "K"
November 9, 1863. Left State for Eastport, Miss., November 16, 1863. Attached to District of
Columbus, Ky., 6th Division, 16th Army Corps, Dept. of the Tennessee, to August, 1864. District of
Paducah, Ky., Dept. of the Ohio, to February, 1865. 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, 16th Army Corps
(New), Military Division West Mississippi, to August, 1865. District of Alabama, Dept. of the Gulf, to
April, 1866.

Service:

Moved from Eastport, Miss., to Columbus, Ky., December 12-20, 1863, thence to Union City, Tenn.,
December 20. Expedition to Huntington, Tenn., in pursuit of Forest December 22, 1863, to January
21, 1864. Garrison duty at Columbus, Ky., January 21 to August 28. Expedition to Riley's Landing
February 17. Near Island No. 10 March 6. Scout from Island No. 10 to New Madrid March 18 (Co.
"C"). Skirmishes at Columbus, Ky., March 27, and April 11-13. Hickman June 10. Expedition into the
interior July 9-12. (Co. "C" on duty at Island No. 10 July and August.) Clinton July 10. Expedition to
Uniontown, Ky., against Johnston and Adams August 15-25. Moved to Mayfield, Ky., August 28. Duty
there and at Paducah, Ky., till December. Moved to Nashville, Tenn., December 25, thence to
Eastport, Miss., January 11, 1865, and duty there till February 7. Moved to New Orleans, La.,
February 7-22. Campaign against Mobile, Ala., and its defenses March 17-April 12. Siege

of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely March 26-April 8. Assault and capture of Fort Blakely April 9.
Occupation of Mobile April 12. March to Montgomery April 13-25, and provost duty there, at
Montevallo, Talladega, Gainesville, Tuscaloosa, and other points in Alabama till April, 1866. Mustered
out April 10, 1866. Discharged at Trenton, N. J., April 30, 1866.

Regiment lost during service 3 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 3 Officers and 164
Enlisted men by disease. Total 170.

$500 Bount
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Battle of Maryes Heights Cols., William H. Lawrence, Timothy C. Moore, Lieut.-Col., Robert M.
Ekings; Majs., Gustavus N. Abeel, Henry P. Reed. This regiment was raised during the summer and
autumn of 1863, principally from the counties of Mercer, Salem, Burlington, and Camden, with
numerous recruits from all parts of the state, and a plentiful addition from the neighboring cities of
New York and Philadelphia of men attracted by the large bounties then being paid. The term of
enlistment was for three years. The first place of rendezvous was Beverly, where the regiment was
under the command of Col. E. B. Grubb, formerly of the 23d. About Oct. 25 the regiment was
removed to Camp Parker, near Trenton where the complement of men was obtained and mustered
in. The colonel, William Hudson Lawrence, was a captain in the 14th regular infantry, who had
obtained leave of absence from the secretary of war to take a volunteer command; the lieutenant-
colonel was Timothy C. Moore, formerly of the 5th N. J., and the major was Gustavus N. Abeel, of the
1st N. J. infantry, who had been serving for a year before on the staff of Gen. Torbert, then
commanding the 1st brigade. After unavailing efforts on the part of Col. Lawrence to have the
regiment attached to the Army of the Potomac, it was ordered to East port, Miss., to report to Gen. W.
T. Sherman, and in pursuance of that order, left Trenton on the morning of Nov. 16, 1863, for
Philadelphia, its strength for duty being 800. Finally, being placed as a permanent garrison at
Columbus, Ky., on April 13, 1864, a desultory skirmish was had for some hours, when the enemy
withdrew, foiled in his purpose to carry the position. During the month of June, a spirited engagement
took place at Hickman, Ky., between a detachment of the 34th and some Confederate cavalry. The
enemy was encountered in force near Clinton, Ky., on July 10, and after a sharp action of 2 hours he
was defeated with a loss of 5 killed, 30 wounded and 17 prisoners, including the notorious Capt.
Kesterson, who was executed shortly afterward. Being transferred to the Department of the Gulf, in
April, 1865, it took part in the assault and capture of Spanish Fort, Batteries Huger, Tracey and Fort
Blakely, in which action it lost 3 killed and 15 wounded. The regiment remained in service until April
30, 1866.

Source: The Union Army, vol. 3
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FEBRUARY 17, 1864.--Expedition from Island No. 10 to Riley's Landing, Tenn.
Report of Capt. Robert M. Ekings, thirty-fourth New Jersey Infantry.

HDQRS. U. S. FORCES, Island No. 10, Tenn., February 18, 1864. SIR: | have the honor to report
that, having received information that 4 deserters from the Union army were secreted near Tiptonville,
Tenn., | with 40 men of my command embarked on a steamer at 2 a. m. of February 17, and
proceeded down the river to Riley's Landing, 6 miles below Tiptonville.

At Riley's house we seized a small amount of Government ammunition and several guns. Being
unable to carry away these guns we destroyed them.

We then proceeded to the house of one Lewis, where we succeeded in capturing 5 of the gang of
guerrillas which has infested the bend for five months past. Together with them we captured their
arms and their horses. These men were in bed, having their pistols under their heads, but being
completely surprised offered no resistance.

From this point we marched to the place where the deserters were said to be employed, but could
find no traces of them. Seeing no change of effecting any further captures we got on board a boat at
Tiptonville and returned to this post.

One of these prisoners, Owen Edwards, is a quasi-lieutenant in Meriwether's company of
bushwhackers, and is reported to have been in command of the party which fired into a government



boat below Tiptonville about three months ago. Another, Lewis, claims to belong to Faulkner's
command. Gregg says he was a private in Meriwether's gang, but that he deserted when Meriwether
proceeded south. George Moore, formerly of the rebel army, now horse thief and scoundrel in
general, is the fourth person captured; and lastly Clayton, about whom | have no particular
information except his being found with the rest at Lewis' house. Lewis is a paroled prisoner. He was
formerly a captain in the Fifteenth Regt. Tennessee Volunteers, rebel army. He stated that the
guerrillas have eaten over $200 worth of provisions at his house within six months. He has a parole
from Gen. Quinby, formerly commanding this district.

Of the captured horses three have been sent to Columbus. The prisoners will be examined and sent
to Capt. I. H. Williams, district provost-marshal.

R. M. EKINGS,

Capt. Company C, 34th New Jersey Infantry, Cmdg. Post.
Capt. J. H. ODLIN,

Asst. Adjt. Gen. Source:

Official Records PAGE 404-57 KY., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND N. GA. [CHAP. XLIV. [Series
l. Vol. 32. Part I, Reports. Serial No. 57.]
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Reports of Col. William H. Lawrence, Thirty-fourth New Jersey Infantry, of affairs at Columbus, etc.
HEADQUARTERS OF THE POST,
Columbus, Ky., April 11, 1864.

CAPTAIN: | have the honor to report that at 1 p. m. this day my pickets were driven in by about 50 of
the enemy's cavalry, capturing 1 corporal of the Thirty-fourth New Jersey Volunteers and wounding 1
of the Third U. S. Colored Troops. | immediately sent out my mounted infantry and drove them 7
miles, wounding 1 and capturing his arms.

Reports from refugees have been very numerous to-day. The enemy are reported in squads of 50
and 60 all through the country. A scout of 7 of Colonel Bell's command came into Hickman last night,
and reported Bell, 700 strong, marching on the town.

It is reported to-day by 2 or 3 refugees, who have every appearance of truth, that Forrest has 16
pieces of artillery; that he has been heavily re-enforced; that he ordered his artillery from Jackson to
Trenton last Thursday; that at Trenton he has large supplies, and has stated he will try Columbus and
Paducah, as he is not satisfied with his reception there. | think there is some truth in these reports,
owing to the large number of small parties about the country. The gun-boat left here day before
yesterday without reporting. | would respectfully ask that a gun-boat be dispatched here without
delay.

It is impossible for us to repair the telegraph, as the enemy have some 200 or 300 at Blandville. If you
have any spare troops | should like to have them, as | feel that | might be attacked at any hour, and
Major De Buol, having inspected Fort Halleck, reports that there is but one serviceable gun in the fort.
The trench is also in a very bad condition. The general commanding may rely upon my not being
taken by surprise, and nothing that | can do shall be left undone.

| am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,



WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,

Col. 34th N. J. Vols., Comdg. Post.

Capt. J. H. ODLIN, Asst. Adjt.-Gen.

From scouts just in the enemy in squads of 200 or 300 are reported in every direction.
W. H. L.

HDQRS. OF THE POST,

Columbus, Ky., April 13, 1864.

CAPT.: | inclose copy of a communication received this morning at 6 o'clock and my reply to the
same. This was brought in by a flag of truce. The only information | could obtain was that they had a
division under Buford, principally of mounted infantry.

The steamer L. M. Kennett happened to be here with a battery of 24-pounders and the detachment of
Col. Rinaker's regiment, and some 100 men in squads. | have detained the steamer. The steamer
Maria Denning is only a few hours behind with 1,500 troops. The gun-boat has gone down the river
and not yet returned.

| am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,

Col. Thirty-fourth N. J. Vols.

Capt. J. H. ODLIN, Asst. Adjt.-Gen.

[Inclosure No. 1.]

HDQRS. CONFEDERATE FORCES,

Before Columbus, Ky., April 13, 1864.

The Commanding Officer U. S. Forces Columbus, Ky.:

Fully capable of taking Columbus and its garrison by force, I desire to avoid the shedding of blood
and therefore demand the unconditional surrender of the forces under your command. Should you
surrender, the negroes now in arms will be returned to their masters. Should I, however, be
compelled to take the place, no quarter will be shown to the negro troops whatever; the white troops
will be treated as prisoners of war.

| am, sir, yours,

BUFORD, Brig.-Gen.
[Inclosure No. 2.]

HDQRS. OF THE POST,
Columbus, Ky., April 13, 1864.
Brig. Gen. A. BUFORD,



Comdg. Confederate Forces before Columbus, Ky.:

GEN.: Your communication of this date is to hand. In reply | would state that, being placed by my
government with adequate force to hold and repel all enemies from my post, surrender is out of the
guestion.

| am, general, very respectfully,
WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,

Col. 34th N. J. Vols., Comdg. Post.
HDQRS. OF THE POST,
Columbus, Ky., April 20, 1864.

CAPT.: | have the honor to report for the information of the general commanding that Brig. Gen.
George F. Shepley arrived here on the morning of the 13th instant, on the steamer Olive Branch. He
informed me that as they passed Fort Pillow, he saw a flag of truce, and was informed that there had
been severe fighting going on. As flag hurled down, or the halyards shot away, he could not tell
which. Afterward saw a flag he could not make out, but not higher than a regimental flag. He then
went on to say that he believed the fort had surrendered, and was at this time expecting an attack
upon my post, and Gen. Shepley offered me two batteries of light artillery, which he said were fully
manned and equipped. | am informed there were some 200 infantry on board the steamer in addition
to the artillery.

| am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,
Col., Cmdg. Post.

Source: Official Records CHAP. XLIV.] FORREST'S EXPEDITION INTO W. TENN. AND KY. PAGE
552-57 [Series |. Vol. 32. Part |, Reports. Serial No. 57.]
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Report of Col. William Lawrence, Thirty-fourth

New Jersey Infantry, of operations April 3-9.

HDQRS. THIRTY-FOURTH REGT. NEW JERSEY VOLS,,

Before Mobile, Ala., April 10, 1865.

CAPT.: | have the honor to submit the following report of my regiment since its arrival at this camp:

April 3, arrived within two miles of Blakely, Ala., encamped in line of battle; furnished a detail for the
skirmish line to commence the investment for Blakely. April 4, in camp all day. April 5, the regiment
went to the front at 5 p.m.; relieved skirmish line of the Eleventh Wisconsin Veteran Volunteers by
250 men; the balance of the regiment was engaged in building a redoubt for two guns and running a
covered way. April 6, still engaged on redoubt and covered way; two privates wounded on the
skirmish line; relieved at 5 p.m. and returned to camp. April 7, in camp all day. April 8, the regiment
went to the front at 5 p.m. relieving the Fifty-second Indiana and Fifty-eighth Illinois. The reserve was
engaged all night in completing redoubt for four guns commenced by Fifty-second Indiana and in
running saps and completing connections of the skirmish line. April 9, still engaged on saps, having



completed the redoubt last night at 5.30 p.m. Formed as reserve line of battle preparatory to a charge
on the rebel works at 5.45, our first line of battle driving all before them. The reserve was ordered to
charge which they did in gallant style. Our loss during the day was 2 killed, 1 wounded, and 1
missing. Returned to camp at 8 p.m., Blakely having been gloriously captured.

WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE, Col., Cmdg. Thirty-fourth New Jersey Volunteers.
Capt. R. E. JACKSON, Acting Assistant Adjutant-Gen.

SPANISH FOR'T

MOBILE BAY.
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New Jersey's 34th Infantry in the Civil War

n the Civil War New Jersey sent
I over sixty thousand of her sons to
preserve the union. These troops
showed their mettle in the east at
Gaines Mill, Gettysburg and the Wil-
derness and in the west from Atlanta
to Brice’s Crossroads. But not all her
regiments served in the glamour fields.
Some like the 34th Infantry struggled
in the nasty guerrilla conflicts in the
rear areas.

The 34th New Jersey was raised in
the second half of 1863 to help supply
the need for troops to finish off the
Confederacy. Most men came from
Mercer, Salem, Burlington and Cam-
den Counties. Recruits from other
parts of the state also came in along
with large contingents from New York
City and Philadelphia who were at-
tracted by large bounties. Mercer
County was offering $400 in May of
1864. Some of these out-of-state re-
cruits would prove to be more trouble
than they were worth. Early arrivals
were gathered at Beverly commanded
by Colonel E.B. Grubb, who had been
colonel of the nine months men of the
23rd Infantry. At the end of October

the rendezvous was moved to Camp
Parker, near Trenton, where the ranks
were filled out. A large contingent of

Lt.Col. Timothy C. Moore's sexual
escapades with the wife of a corporal got
him cashiered from the army but his
strong political connections got him
reinstated by President Lincoln.
CDYV courtesy John Kuhl.

Above: Federal supply depot at Hamburg Landing, Tennessee.
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HIRTY-FOURTH

by William Goble

recruits transferred in from the 37th
New Jersey, a three year regiment that
was unable to get up to strength.
Another 37th regiment was raised later
composed of one hundred day men.

The organization did not always go
smoothly. New Jersey Adjutant Gener-
al Stockton tried to revoke the com-
mission of Lieutenant Alexander
Cullen for “incompetency, no inclina-
tion to improve his military education”
and the heinous crime of “associating
with enlisted men.” The U.S. Adjutant
General’s Office replied that Lieuten-
ant Cullen had been mustered into
Federal service and the state could no
longer remove him. In addition, the
bounty jumpers were starting to take
off. Five men deserted in October and
three more by November 2.

Men were mustered in by company
as soon as the organization was up to
strength. The first was Company A, on
September 3, 1863. Mustering was
completed on November 9, when the
staff and field officers took the oath.
Weapons were issued in relays, with
green troops being issued converted
smoothbore flintlocks until trained
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well enough to be trusted with Enfield
rifle-muskets.

Captain William Lawrence, a
Regular from the 14th U.S. Infantry,
was appointed Colonel. The lieutenant
colonelcy was filled by Timothy
Moore, who had served with the Sth
New Jersey Volunteers. The 1st New
Jersey Infantry contributed Major Gus-
tavus Abeel to the regimental staff. By
the beginning of November aggregate
strength was 732 men.

Colonel Lawrence wished to be
assigned to the Army of the Potomac,
probably because he hoped to gain
fame at the cannon’s mouth in that
well publicized army, but colonels are
small potatoes in the grand scheme
and the 34th was sent west. On 16 No-
vember the Jerseymen left Trenton for
Philadelphia. After being fed at the fa-
mous Soldiers Retreat in the Quaker
City, the regiment was loaded back on
the cars and hauled to Harrisburg. The
next leg of the trip took the regiment to
Jeffersonville, Indiana, where the men
unloaded for a five mile march in knee

-

Ist Lt. John Schwartz of Co. A also was
involved in the affair with Mrs. Klein and
was court martialled with Lt. Col. Moore.
CDV courtesy USAMHI.
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deep mud to New Albany. There the
34th and their fellow Jerseymen of the
35th Infantry and 2nd Cavalry
embarked on steamers and sailed
along the Ohio River to Paducah, Ken-
tucky. After a two day rest, the Jersey-
men were loaded on a fleet of twelve
transports, escorted by six gunboats,
which deposited a mini army of 5000
men at Eastport, Mississippi five days
later.

On the way to Paducah aboard the
steamer Jzetta, Colonel Lawrence
found that the Rebels were not the
only ones that would give his com-
mand trouble. Twenty-nine men des-
erted on the way west. Some of the
men had been allowed to bring their
wives along. One of these ladies,
Elizabeth Klein, wife of Corporal
George Klein, caught the eye of Lieu-
tenant Colonel Moore. Elizabeth re-
sponded to Moore’s advances and
ended up in a three day debauch with
the second in command as the ship
moved along the river. Their affair was
so obvious that the scandalized Colo-
nel ordered Mrs. Klein off the boat at
the next refueling stop. The feisty lady
pretended to leave but actually se-
creted herself in the cabin of Lieuten-
ant John Schwartz where the
tempestuous affair continued as a me-
nage a trois when the ship pulled out.
Lawrence stepped in again and put an
end to the amorous adventure by court
martialing the officers. Moore was
charged with making efforts to “lie
with and have sexual connection with
one Elizabeth Klein” and was dis-
missed from the service. In addition to
an overactive libido, Moore also had
some excellent political connections,
and Lincoln eventually restored him to
duty. No record survives of Corporal
Klein’s feelings on this matter. By the
standards of the day, if a civilian, he
would have had a fair chance of beat-

; ing the rap if he had shot Moore, but

the army has always taken a dim view

" of enlisted men shooting officers, re-

gardless of the reason. Perhaps Klein
was hoping to make sergeant.

In Mississippi the Yanks re-
sponded to rumors that they would
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A genuine rarity: a photo of an enlisted
man of the 34th New Jersey, in this case
the 34th’s Hospital Steward, Hiram J.
Noyes. Carte de visite courtesy John Kuhl.

spend the winter in Eastport began to
build huts. As soon as the camp was
more comfortable, orders came to
leave. The troops were loaded back on
the same transports, shipped down the
Tennessee River, past Paducah, into
the Mississippi and unloaded at Co-
lumbus, Kentucky. While afloat, Law-
rence continued to shape up his
regiment. On December 7, on board
the transport Olive, First Sergeant
Charles Foster of Company F was re-
duced to the ranks for neglect of duty,
Sergeant Charles Carr of Company G
for disobedience to orders and Ser-
geant Samuel Wilson of Company H
was sacked for incompetence. From
Columbus the 34th and 35th New
Jersey were shipped to Union City
where the Jersey troops camped side
by side under command of Brigadier
General Andrew J. Smith in the dis-
trict of Columbus. The long movement
from the east had been a draining one
for the regiment. By the time Union
City was reached more than seventy
men had deserted.

The reasons for all the movement
were two: Nathan Bedford Forrest and
William Tecumseh Sherman. Forrest
had transferred his field of operations
to northern Mississippi and western
Tennessee and was now roaming the
area recruiting, gathering arms and



First Lieutenant Augustus Grobler of
Company. C wrote home to report the
drowning of Private Samuel Whitcraft.
CDV courtresy USAMHI.

making a general pest of himself to the
Yankee rear. Sherman was planning a
three pronged expedition to Meridian,
Mississippi to wreck that railroad
junction and perhaps bag the wily For-
rest himself.

The 34th was part of a force sent
out to take a stab at Forrest, who had
advanced across the Hatchie River, re-
portedly with a large force. The regi-
ment marched out toward Huntington
in support of cavalry but the horsemen
did not find Forrest. The Jersey infan-
trymen started back in a severe cold
snap and made camp on several nights
without tents or blankets in tempera-
tures as low as ten below zero. When
the column returned, Gen. A.J. Smith
ordered the 34th to garrison Colum-
bus, Kentucky and left with the rest of
his force to join Sherman.

On January 21, 1864 the Jersey-
men arrived at Columbus, where they
were fortunate to be housed in perma-
nent barracks. Lawrence was placed in
command of the city and Major Abeel
took over the regiment. Lt.Col. Moore

was busy fighting off his court martial.
While Company C was sent to garrison
Island Number 10 under Captain Rob-
ert Ekings, Lawrence put the rest of
the regiment through a series of drills
that made the men so proficient that
the Inspector of the Department con-
sidered the 34th regiment the best in
his district. But the desertion rate re-
mained high.

Columbus was a backwater of the
war. The main armies had long since
moved south and the Union troops in
the region were essentially an army of
occupation. The area abounded with
guerrillas who could be troublesome
and dangerous to a small force but did
not have the strength to seriously hurt
the Union effort. Forrest was another
story. He had the talent and often the
strength to put a serious crimp in Yan-
kee operations.

Ekings led an expedition of forty
men to Tiptonville, on February 17, to
capture four deserters. They missed
the deserters but bagged five guerrillas
and their horses. Ekings described one
of the captives, George Moore, as
“Formerly of the Rebel Army, now
horse thief and scoundrel in general.”

Eleven days later Samuel Whitcraft
was drowned when he fell off the
steamer Golden Eagle. Lieutenant Au-
gustus Grobler explained the circum-
stances to Samuel’s father, “when i
was informed that one of my men had
fallen overboard, the boat was instant-
ly stopped, and a sciff throwen out for
him ‘but lo’ he never maid hiss apear-
ence on the top of the Water, he had
40 rounds of amunition in his Cartridg
Box, which I supose cept him down,
his body has not yet ben seen.”

Early in March, Ekings sent First
Sergeant Connor and twelve men out
to bring in three men who had mur-
dered a negro. The detail missed the
murderers and ran into a large group of
Rebels under a Captain Parks. The Jer-
seymen conducted a fighting with-
drawal to the river where they found a
raft and floated back to Island Number
10 without loss. Conners estimated the
enemy force at 75 to 125 men. Ekings
wrote “Had I known of the arrival of
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Captain Martin L. Haines of Co. C
served for a time at Island No. 10 as a
lieutenant. Photo: USAMHI.

the guerrillas...I should have sent a
much stronger detachment.” The Cap-
tain went out again on the 18th with
forty of his men and sixty from the 7th
Louisiana Infantry, African Descent to
scour the country. The sweep picked
up nothing except the brother-in-law
of a Rebel captain. The guerrillas had
left the area.

Back at Columbus things were be-
ginning to heat up. On April 11th, fifty
Rebel horsemen attacked the picket
line and captured a corporal of the
34th. Lawrence mounted some infan-
try and chased them off. Reports were
coming in that Forrest was at Jackson,
Tennessee with sixteen pieces of artil-
lery and that “squads of 200 or 300 ”
Rebels “are reported in every direc-
tion.” Two days later a Confederate
force under Brigadier General A. Bu-
ford appeared before Columbus and
sent a message under a flag of truce,
“Fully capable of taking Columbus
and its garrison by force, I desire to
avoid the shedding of blood and there-
fore demand the unconditional surren-
der of the forces under your command.
Should you surrender, the Negroes
now in arms will be returned to their
masters. Should, I however, be
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Captain Henry Reed, commander of
Company F. Reed made major in January
of 1865 and was appointed lieutenant
colonel but never mustered in at that rank.
Photo: USAMHI

compelled to take the place, no quarter
will be shown to the Negro troops
whatever; the white troops will be
treated as prisoners of war.”

Lawrence was firm and fortunate.
The steamer L.M. Kennet had docked
that morning with a battery of 24
pounders and a large detachment of
men and another, the Martha Denning,
was on the way with 1500 more
troops. Lawrence detained the L.M.
Kennet and replied “Being placed by
my government with force to hold and
repel all enemies from my post, surren-
der is out of the question.” The Rebels
kept up a desultory fire for a few hours
and then faded away.

Even though battle casualties were
few, sickness and desertion continued
to sap the strength of the regiment.
Ninety-three men deserted in April.
District of Cairo reports on unit
strength for May 1 show the 34th with
187 men at Columbus and 90 at Island
Number 10. Despite the shortages, pa-
trols continued. On May 25, a group of
mounted Jerseymen went on a scout
and captured two suspicious characters
who informed the detail that there
were 400 of Forrest’s cavalry in the
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vicinity, supported by several bands of
guerrillas. Prudence dictated a hasty
withdrawal. On the way back to Co-
lumbus mounted Rebels closed in on
the column and captured James Con-
over of Company B, who had fallen
behind the formation. The rest of the
detail returned safely.

At the end of the month Company
H, under Captain Taylor, replaced
Company C at Island Number 10. Al-
though Colonel Lawrence commanded
at Columbus he reported to Brigadier
General Henry Prince, in charge of the
District of Columbus. The next level
was the District of West Tennessee,
commanded by Cadwallader Wash-
burn, which was part of James
McPherson’s Department of the Ten-
nessee. McPherson was off with Sher-
man trying to capture Atlanta. The
34th was one of the 150 regiments and
batteries scattered from Kentucky to
Alabama to protect Sherman’s rear.

The 34th was ordered out in on
July 9 to take part in an expedition
formed to catch the notorious Rebel
raider, the aptly named Colonel Out-
law. The plan was for the cavalry to
lead and, upon contact with the enemy,
fall back slowly and draw the Rebels
into an ambush by the Jerseymen who
were to take cover at the sound of fir-
ing. A mile beyond Clinton, Kentucky
the trap was sprung. The cavalry, in-
stead of conducting a fighting with-
drawal, raced back through the
ambush with the Rebels hot on their
heels. The Jerseymen delivered a
volley which emptied eight saddles,
killing three and wounding five. In the
fight, four men of the 34th were
wounded.

The Western Tennessee area, in
addition to being filled with guerrillas,
was a hotbed of smuggling. Cotton
and tobacco brought high prices up
north and the cash could be used to
buy medical supplies and arms for the
Confederacy. The army permitted
trade only by “good Union men” but
with small fortunes to be made loyalty
often switched back and forth. More
than a few Union officers lined their
pockets in the illicit trade. “Loyal”
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First Lieutenant Charles Seamen of
Company B. He later became Captain of
Company F. Photo: USAMHI

citizens were given arms and mounted
to act as militia to help keep guerrillas
at bay. Sometimes these bands laid
such a heavy hand on their neighbors
that they had to be disbanded. In addi-
tion, the government was trying to en-
force the draft by enrolling citizens
and holding drawings. When Forrest
was in the area he also enforced the
Confederate conscription law. Draft
dodgers in West Tennessee had to
reckon with both sides. District com-
manders also resorted to hostage tak-
ing to help keep order. Lt.Col. Moore,
who had returned to duty, had a corpo-
ral and nine men captured by guerrillas
near Mayfield, Kentucky. General
Prince ordered the arrest of “...some
influential Rebel Sympathizers and
hold them as hostages for the safe re-
turn.... of the corporal and nine others.”
The frustration of Union commanders
is best summed up by a Kentucky cav-
alry officer who asked “Would like to



Second Lieutenant Jonas Gilson of
Company F. Before receiving his
commission, Gilson served as a sergeant
in Company H and as Regimental Color
Sergeant. Photo: USAMH]

have orders to disarm every
suspicious-looking citizen.” He re-
ceived the order he wanted.

Part of the regiment was marched
out in a column on August 17 to chase
a Rebel named Johnson who had
raided the army’s corrals and made off
with cattle. The “thieves” could not be
found and the Yankees had to content
themselves with confiscating enough
Rebel property to balance the ledger.
Ten days later, the Jerseymen were
sent on an expedition to Mayfield,
Kentucky, where they spent several
weeks building fortifications. Then
Forrest was reported to be coming with
ten rifled Parrotts, so Mayfield was
hastily abandoned and the 34th went
back to Paducah. In September, when
Brigadier General Solomon Meredith
took command of the district he was
alarmed by the small number of troops
available. He wrote to Halleck, “There
are no troops in the district but two
regiments of heavy artillery (colored)
and the 34th New Jersey - 400 men. I
respectfully request five regiments...”

The need was real. Forrest’s men
were roaming the country and making
trouble. At Paris Landing, Kentucky,
some Rebels opened up on the steamer
Venus, commanded by Lieutenant Wil-
liam Gibson who was bringing fifteen

recruits to the 34th. Gibson returned
fire on the rebels and conducted a run-
ning fight until he ran into a three gun
battery which opened up on the steam-
er. The pilot and three men were killed
and the vessel was run aground and
surrendered. Two recruits dove over-
board and made their way to Smith-
land, Kentucky to report the disaster.
Lieutenant Gibson and the other re-
cruits spent the rest of the war as
prisoners.

Late in November, Lawrence had
to deal with another problem. First Lt.
John Wright announced that he was
going to marry a local girl. Lawrence
recalled that Wright had a wife and
two children back in Beverly and ques-
tioned the lieutenant. After the inter-
rogation Lawrence wrote Stockton that
Wright “...confessed to me yesterday,
that he was (married), that he intended
to marry the young lady out here and
never return home, but intended to
provide for his first wife. There is also
a money transaction of his which is
disgraceful in the extreme.” He con-
cluded by “strongly recommending
that his commission be revoked.” The
lieutenant eventually was forced to re-
sign. There is no record of whether, as
a civilian, he went ahead with his biga-
mous plan.

As December 1864 opened, Gener-
al George Thomas, who was now at
the top of the 34th’s chain of com-
mand, reported 1000 Rebels under
General Lyon at Danville Bridge on
the Tennessee River building boats.
He ordered Meredith to chase them
away. Even though the regiment was
now up to 465 men due to a shipment
of recruits from the draft rendezvous at
Trenton, there was not sufficient force
to drive off the rebels. The wires were
hot with messages until Thomas
moved out of Nashville and crushed
Hood’s Confederate Army. On the
same day, the navy sent two gunboats
up the river and smashed Lyon’s boats,
ending the threat.

With Tennessee safe, orders came
for Lawrence to take the regiment to
Nashville and report to A.J. Smith,
now commanding the XVI Corps.
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From Nashville the Jerseymen were
sent back to Paducah and then on to
Eastport. The Confederacy was ready
to collapse but U.S. Grant was not one
to wait, he wanted a push at Mobile.
By the end of February the 34th, now
up to 623 men, was near New Orleans
ready to take the field against Mobile.

The Jerseymen soon found them-
selves in front of Fort Blakely, Alaba-
ma. On April 5, 1865, 250 Jerseymen
relieved the 11th Wisconsin while the
balance were put to work building re-
doubts. The next day two men were
wounded and the regiment was re-
lieved. Digging continued until the 9th
when the regiment was placed in re-
serve of the assault line. The attack
opened, drove the Rebels, and the se-
cond line was called in. They rolled
over the southern works, capturing “30
officers, 505 enlisted men, 3 cannon,
156 muskets, 6 ammunition chests
filled with ammunition, 1 blacksmith
shop, and a large quantity of cartridge
boxes, plates etc.” Lawrence reported
“2 killed, 1 wounded and 1 mis-
sing...Blakely gloriously captured.”

The war was over and many regi-
ments were mustered out and sent
home, but not the 34th. The Jerseymen
were sent to Montgomery, Alabama
for provost duty. Detachments were
sent to Montevallo, Talladega, Gains-
ville and Tuscaloosa to help keep the
peace and assist the Freedman’s Bu-
reau. Desertions soared as men left to
go home rather than stay in the army to
play policeman. Late enlistees from
other regiments that were mustered out
were assigned to the 34th to keep the
regiment up to strength. Finally, after a
full year of occupation duty, the 34th
was mustered out on April 10, 1866. It
had the dubious distinction of being
the New lJersey regiment with the
highest desertion rate and the last New
Jersey regiment mustered out of Feder-
al service.

*

The foregoing article is excerpted
from Remember You Are Jerseymen, a
history of New Jersey's regiments in
the Civil War, written by William
Goble and Joseph G. Bilby. <
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Battle of Spanish Fort

Spanish Fort was part of the Confederate fortifications guarding the eastern approaches

to Mobile during the Civil War and was captured by federal forces on April 8, 1865. The federal siege
and capture of Spanish Fort and nearby Fort Blakeley on the following day led to the surrender of
the city of Mobile, Mobile County, in the last days of the Civil War. During the colonial era, a French
trading post, constructed in 1712, and a Spanish fort, built in 1780, occupied the site of the

Confederate fortifications.

Dabney H. Maury

By 1864, Maj. Gen. Dabney H. Maury,
Confederate commander of the Mobile
garrison, had constructed fortifications to
protect the city's western approach, with
water approaches being defended by a
series of underwater obstructions and
island-based artillery batteries. To protect
the city's eastern approaches, Brig. Gen.
Danville Ledbetter constructed a series of
earthen fortifications, including Spanish
Fort, directly across the upper bay from
Mobile on the bluffs above the Blakeley
River in Baldwin County. Fort Blakeley,
some eight miles north of Spanish Fort,
protected the city on the northeast. By
early 1865, Mobile's garrison numbered
almost 10,000 troops.

U.S. Navy rear admiral David G. Farragut's
victory in the Battle of Mobile Bay on
August 5, 1864, essentially closed the port.
But because federal forces were heavily
engaged elsewhere, especially in the siege
of Atlanta, Georgia, Maj. Gen. Edward R.
S. Canby, commander of the Military
Division of West Mississippi, had
insufficient manpower to capture Mobile.
By early 1865, however, Canby began

| acquiring the forces necessary to capture

Mobile by first taking Spanish Fort.
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The fort sat on a high hill with a large flat top, running north-south, and had steep sides and easy
access to the bay by way of the Blakeley River, giving the site a 360-degree view of the surrounding
terrain. The Confederates had constructed trenches and artillery redoubts in a semi-circle two miles
long and 1,000 yards wide between Minette Bay and D'Olive Bay. Fort McDermott, positioned at the
southern end of the hilltop, guarded the land approaches, and Old Spanish Fort, the site of the
original Spanish fort located at the north end of the hill, covered the river approaches. The
Confederate defenses consisted of six Louisiana infantry regiments, commanded by Brig. Gen.
Randall L. Gibson and five Alabama infantry regiments, commanded by Brig. Gen. James T.
Holtzclaw. The forces were equipped with 47 pieces of artillery, but 14 were pointed toward the bay to
defend against an attack from that direction. The Confederates had largely left the northern end of the
defenses unfortified because swamps and a high-water table made construction difficult.

In early January, Canby began massing forces to capture Spanish Fort. On March 17, a total of
32,000 troops of XlI Corps and XVI Corps, Army of West Mississippi, began moving

by steamboats from Fort Gaines and over land from Fort Morgan to a staging area on the Fish
River, 20 miles south of Spanish Fort. Simultaneously, about 13,000 federal soldiers began marching
north and west from Pensacola to cut off the railroad between Mobile and Montgomery and then
seize Blakeley. By March 24, Canby's forces had arrived at the Fish River and began marching north



toward Spanish Fort the next day. Within three days, there were thousands of federal soldiers in the
vicinity of the Confederate fortifications, into which Confederate troops, numbering about 3,000 men,
withdrew.

Federal Advance and Attack

CSS Nashville

U.S. forces began their advance on March 27, came under fire, and encircled the land approaches to
Spanish Fort along a three-mile front about a half mile from the Confederate lines by sunset.
Realizing that a full frontal assault on the fort would probably result in heavy casualties, Canby
decided to dig successive trenches parallel to the Confederate line of fortifications and rifle pits to
close the distance to the Confederate fortifications while keeping his troops safe from attack.
Confederate sharpshooters and artillery fire regularly harassed the federal sappers, or engineers, and
sharpshooters fired back to protect the diggers. Ebenezer Farrand, commander of the

Confederate naval squadron in Mobile Bay, moved the armored

gunboats CSS Huntsville, CSS Nashville, and CSS Morgan up the Tensaw River, midway between
Spanish Fort and Blakeley to aid the two Confederate garrisons by shelling the federal troops. They
did so for several days until they ran out of ammunition.

By April 8, the sappers had established defensive positions immediately in front of the Confederate
fortifications. Canby had positioned 90 guns to fire on the Confederates, who had only 30 or so guns.
U.S. and Confederate artillery traded fire throughout the day, covering the battlefield with flame and
smoke and shaking the ground for miles around. Around 5:00 p.m., the 8th lowa Infantry Regiment,
led by Col. James Geddes, broke into the weak northern part of the battlefield and entered the fort's
first line of breastworks. By dusk, Gibson realized he could not withstand a continued federal attack
and evacuated the fort. The Confederates spiked their guns, destroyed the gun carriages, and
withdrew to the nearby island battery of Fort Huger. Many made their way to Mobile by boat, and
Gibson sent approximately 1,000 troops to Blakeley. About midnight, federal forces realized that the
vast majority of the Confederates had left the fort. Canby's men captured about 500 prisoners and
large quantities of artillery shells and gunpowder. Estimated casualties from the battle were 657 U.S.
soldiers and 744 Confederates.
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Confederates Fall

After transferring men to the fortifications east of Mobile during the respective sieges, Gen. Maury
now had only about 4,500 men left and began evacuating the city on the evening of April 11.
Meanwhile, Mobile mayor Robert H. Slough surrendered the city without a fight on April 12, 1865,
three days after Gen. Robert E. Lee surrendered his Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox Court
House, Virginia. Maury surrendered his forces to Gen. Canby at Citronelle, Mobile County, on May 4,
1865.

The Spanish Fort battlefield is located north of present-day U. S. Highway 31 and west of State
Highway 225. Its waterfront location made it attractive for development, and, as a result, housing
developments now cover most of the original battlefield. But visitors to the area can still see traces of
the original earthworks and trenches in the yards of homes and an overgrown section of Fort (Battery)
McDermott along the city of Spanish Fort's Main Street. The state of Alabama has erected historical
markers at several points on the battlefield.

Battle of Fort Blakeley

Fortifications at Blakeley

The Battle of Fort Blakeley, fought on April 9, 1865, was the climax of the U.S. military campaign
during the Civil War aimed at capturing the city of Mobile, the last major port that remained in
Confederate hands. The battle took place at the site of Fort Blakeley, an earthen Confederate
fortification about six miles north of present-day Spanish Fort in Baldwin County. In it, some 16,000
federal troops fought against approximately 3,500 Confederates, with the U.S. military gaining a
decisive victory and taking the city of Mobile soon after. The site is now commemorated as Historic
Blakeley State Park.
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The city of Mobile was a vital transportation and supply center in the South, and federal forces had
been planning to capture it as early as 1862. Owing to several factors, however, they were unable to
put their plans in motion until the summer of 1864. This delay allowed Confederate forces to
transform the Mobile Bay area into one of the most heavily fortified regions of the country. Three lines
of substantial fortifications ringed the city itself, and strategically located artillery batteries, rows of
pilings, and floating mines protected the approach from the bay. Following the Battle of Mobile

Bay in August 1864 and the capture of Confederate positions in the lower bay (including Forts
Morgan and Gaines), federal forces made plans to advance towards the city from the east. Two
major, but as yet unfinished defensive positions along the eastern shore in Baldwin County, known as
Spanish Fort and Fort Blakeley (commonly misspelled as "Blakely"), stood in their way.

Mobile's Eastern Defenses

Built near the site of a Revolutionary War outpost constructed by the Spanish after their capture of
British Mobile and known as "Spanish Fort,"
the structure consisted of three linked
earthen forts overlooking a series of bluffs
along the Blakeley River. About five miles to
its north stood Fort Blakeley, an earthworks
constructed under the direction of Virginian
major general Dabney H. Maury by
Confederate soldiers and enslaved men
pressed into service. The structure consisted
of an arcing three-mile line of entrenchments
anchored by nine redoubts and about 40
pieces of artillery. The outpost received its
name from the nearby river community of
Blakeley, then seat of Baldwin County. Its
location along a stretch of high ground and a
deep-water port at the intersection of the
Stockton and Pensacola Roads nevertheless
made it a strategic defensive position.
Confederate forces under the overall
command of Maury occupied the eastern
shore defenses, including about 2,500 men at
Spanish Fort and a similar number at Fort
Blakeley. After a nearly two-week siege

at Spanish Fort, Brig. Gen. Randall Gibson,
severely outnumbered and with his lines on
the verge of breaking, had skillfully evacuated
the outpost on the night of April 8, 1865, and
left it for the federal troops. At that point, Fort
Blakeley became the only major Confederate
post defending Mobile.

Dabney H. Maury
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The Confederacy's Brig. Gen. St. John R. Liddell commanded the roughly 3,500 men at Blakeley at
the time of the battle, a portion of whom had made their way there after the fall of Spanish Fort.
Included in Liddell's command were two brigades under the direction of Brig. Gen. Francis M.
Cockrell and composed primarily of veteran Missouri and Mississippi troops as well as two regiments

Francis M. Cockrell

of "Alabama Brigade" reserves, primarily teenage conscripts, under Brig. Gen. Bryan Thomas.

Cockrell's men occupied the
Confederate center and left,
while Thomas's men gathered
on the right. Liddell's men had
cleared trees and brush in front
of the main line up to a distance
of 800 yards to create clear
fields of fire and had erected
two lines of "abates" (tangles of
fallen trees with branches
pointed toward the enemy),
sharpened stakes, and even
telegraph wire strung between
stumps to impede the attackers.
They also dug a series of rifle
pits, in which teams of
skirmishers were deployed, a
short distance in advance of
these obstructions.

Controversially, Liddell's men
had also buried dozens of land
mines, a recent invention at the
time called "subterra shells," in
the ground in their front. Nearby
on islands in the Blakeley River
were two large batteries, named
Huger and Tracy, which formed
an integral part of the overall
Confederate line.
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The U.S. Army Attacks , ‘ - P

Moving against these defenses : ”
were more than 40,000 troops
under the overall command of
Maj. Gen. Edward R. S. Canby.
Canby's main column
advanced north from Fort
Morgan, which guarded the
eastern side of the entrance to
Mobile Bay, in mid-March 1865;
a second force, led by Maj.
Gen. Frederick Steele, was
making its way west from
Pensacola, having fought
several small but sharp
engagements along the way.
Steele arrived at Fort Blakeley
on April 1, 1865, and
immediately began to lay siege.

His numbers were soon
augmented by detachments
from Canby's force at Spanish
Fort, bringing the total number
of attackers to some 16,000.
Included in the federal ranks
were some 5,000 men of the
"United States Colored
Troops (USCT)," African
American regiments composed
in large part of

former enslaved and free
blacks from the South.

Maj. Gen. Edward R. S. Canby

Their presence at Blakeley ranks among the heaviest concentrations of African American soldiers
who participated in any one battle during the Civil War. The armies skirmished day and night for more
than a week as the federal engineers constructed three parallel systems of earthworks located
progressively closer to the Confederate position. Liddell's men attempted to slow the U.S. troops'
advance under cover of dark by launching several small-scale sorties and periodically lobbing "fire
balls" (artillery shells filled with quicklime, CaO, that gave a brief, intense glow as they burned) into
the air to temporarily illuminate their targets. They also enlisted the aid of Confederate ships,
including the CSS Huntsville, Nashville, and Gaines, lying in the Tensaw River, which shelled the
federal lines until eventually driven off by artillery.
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Battle of Fort Blakeley Map

The U.S. military command began its final assault on Fort Blakeley on the afternoon of Sunday, April
9, 1865. Unknown to either army, that very day Confederate commander general Robert E. Lee had
surrendered his Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox Court House, Virginia. Heavy fighting began
around 3 p.m. on the Confederate left as a portion of the federal besiegers, including several units of
the USCT, probed Blakeley's defenses. The full assault began about 5:30 p.m. Across a nearly three-
mile-long front, federal troops emerged from trenches in places less than 1,000 yards from the fort's
defenders and charged. They began taking casualties almost immediately, coming under rifle and
artillery fire as well as tripping some of the land mines. The surging federal army nevertheless soon
reached the Confederate skirmishers, who were forced to retreat to the main line. Their comrades
had to hold their fire to avoid hitting the retreating troops, allowing the attackers to begin cutting
through the lines of abates in front of the earthworks.

Blakeley Falls

Once the federal troops reached the Confederate line, fierce, close-quarters combat briefly raged.
Some defenders threw down their arms and surrendered or turned and ran after federal troops had
overrun their position, but others fought on even after being surrounded. Despite their resistance, the
federal attackers overwhelmed the Confederate line and the fighting was over within 30 minutes. A
very small number of Confederate soldiers, perhaps a few dozen, escaped via the river. The great
majority of the garrison was captured. Exact numbers of casualties are unknown, but it is believed
that about 75 Confederate defenders were killed, and Union attackers suffered about 150 killed and
around 650 wounded during the entirety of the siege and assault. Some of the U.S. casualties
occurred after the battle, as the mine-ridden battlefield continued to claim victims until captured
prisoners were forced to point out their locations. Allegations that some Confederates were shot even
after they surrendered to USCT troops surfaced almost immediately after the battle and the truth of


https://encyclopediaofalabama.org/media/battle-of-fort-blakeley-map/

what happened in its chaotic last moments continues to be the subject of research and speculation
today. Available evidence indicates some federal soldiers indeed may have fired on Confederates
who had surrendered, but there was no large-scale massacre. Several federal soldiers were later
recognized with the Congressional Medal of Honor for their bravery during the assault or for having
captured flags at Blakeley. With the fall of both Fort Blakeley and Spanish Fort, Batteries Huger and
Tracy were both rendered essentially useless and were abandoned two days later. On April 12, the
mayor of Mobile surrendered the city to U.S. military forces.

Storming of Fort Blakeley, U.S. battle April 2-9, 1865. "Probably the last charge of this war, it was as
gallant as any on record."”
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23rd New Jersey Infantry Regiment
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office whatever under any authority,or pretended authority, in hostility to the United States ; that I have
not yielded a voluntary support to any pretended government, authority, power or constitution within the
United States, hostile or inimical thereto. Jnd I do further swear (or affirm) that, to the best of my
knowledge and ability, I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies,
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information is requested for future use, and it may be of great 21“ Zzonr Z

Commissioner.

No. 1. Are you a mamed ma.n? If so, please state your wife’s full name, and her maiden name.

74
* o Aridn Palzs
2. When, whem, d by whom were you married? Answer: . M.&.’-_‘-{JIQQJ

, 0 y &%M e o e
Sl of mnmgf?x-mts? mw--...awﬁzﬁ..&a&%m?_
o 7’21‘7 M«m— (il .

No. 4. Were you previously married? If so, plense state the name of your former wife and the

No. 5. Have you any children living? If so, please state their names and the dates of their

birth. Amer M .............
c7 _____ Lo (preuc Bellon. lém_%éaué-_&_‘:ﬁ_/!j]

L aufyh ______________ B Octeten 1855 (872
Qémaz J%ﬁm%“uﬁ (578

A2 Tkt ..

Date of mply,.-.édﬂ&?-&l.f.. , 1894
_c%mu_t‘jw&r'






Av examination must not bo made by one member of a hoard except upon a special order of the Commissioner of Penslons.

rsonally present and actually participated jn the
, the claimant in t.his/oaae, on._ﬁday

certificate to be filled in by the member of the board acting as secretary, and signed
&pp%mt.whenamnbouuisnotmn::t.) by

PRy S B

| o E Rt i , the applicant for (increase or original) pension referred
B I‘o in this medical certificate, hereby consent to be examined by Dr. and
: iDr. 1 the examining surgeons here present (waiving m%%
I full board), on this day of 18 .» Sl o .
(Signature.)
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Single surgeons will use this blank, changing *“‘ we” to read “‘1.” They will erase the words
“Pres.,” “Sec’y,” “Treas.,” and “‘ Board” where the words appear, and sign at the foot of the
certificate, and also on the back of the same. ;

‘““All examinations shall be thorough and searching, and the certificate contain a full
description of the physical condition of the claimant at the time, which shall include all the

hysical’and rational signs and a statement of all the structural changes.” [Ezéract from Sec-
‘ion 4, Act of Congress approved July 25, 1882.] g2
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Also pergenally gpp

sidi ng at ‘/ﬂ“/ %?

, residing at

7 , persons whom [ certify to be respectable and

entitled to credit, and w vinfg’by me duly sworn, say they were present and saw Phomas
. the claimant sign his name (or-makethismark) to the foregoing declaration ;

Taylor
that they have every reason to believe from the appearance ‘of said claimant and their ac-

guaintance with him, that he is the identical person he represents himself to be; and that

they have no interest in the prosecution of this claim. p “

Sworn and subseribed before me Lhis%aday of March o o b X 1904/

and I hereby certify that the contents of the above declaration, etc., were fully
made known and explained to the applicant and witnesses before swearing, in-

eluding all words erased, and all words interlined and added; and that I have no

\IKHHIHIE/

(Official glaracter.)

J \ VAR '2\-
/ Wl 20
; N )
£

\ =) ) Z B
e Q" 2
f : ui

> =ElEl S u
R 2Lt Al & &

> EE| B 5\ % n;%

¥ 2B G 2
SRl B, £ i
ao | R 9 \\ Eg
\*5-58}3 ~ N &

= g3 \\ { Ly 2 2

2 % ' \' “ 3

L, < ﬁﬁ (b‘ “

\
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Acts of June 27, 1890, and May 9, 1900. ’

DECLARATION FOR PENSION OR INCREASE.

To be executed before a Notary Public, or any officer competent to administer oaths.

Srate or . New Jersey ..., Cousry or  Burlington

On this //.4‘ day of Aug , A. D' one thousand nine hundred four

-
-
=
by

b

LdWOdd HI

i

personally appeared before me, £ Laa— ., within and for the
County and State aforesaid, . THos Taylor , aged &0 years, a &
resident of Mt Holly , County of  Burlington , State of N. J
who, being duly sworn according to law, declares that he is the identical Thos Taylor }

, who served in Co, C , 23 Regt N J Inf

3 <
2 from about%‘“‘"ééf- 18627 to aboytZ .Aﬁ7.5186e3 , and has never otherwise
been in the army or navy, excepting CoB D & TI,34 Regt N J Inf from about

[Run pen through last Company and Regiment if but once in serv ice]

O Mé{z;%@ tow Joe‘lSBé , in the War of the Rebellion, and served at g
e E least ninety days, and was HONORABLY DISCHARGED at/"ﬂ; “W“‘M

That he is, within the meaning of these laws and their construcfion, unable to earn a support *
by manual labor by reason of age aud infirmities. He hereby applies for full, combined
m rating and pension on all his injuries, ailments and abnormal conditions together with age w
.~which:he dsks to have determined by the 1 rceords of his muster in and oat of the U. S.
3 "g‘,{gﬁﬁm. O
- He asks to be examined by the board at K oa
= E and to have each one of his applications ta promptly up acted upon on its individual
=r‘mer'itxs and notheld back for any other one or part of an one under these or any other laws.

[DHe eails attention to the testimon,(of physician and othern)-howingm

pu

g
5
;g
g
d
:
<
O

jate e

sIepuny

~ ‘Qhis tofalidisability from a time anti-dating his application whichChas
7resently been allowed seemingly on age alone and he asks to have tHe
p "recognition given ani the proper rating for his physical dig

bilities in addition to age rati .
g That said disabilities are not due togvicious h%its, and are, to the best of his knowledge and

belief, permanent. That he has applied for (or received) pension under No.° t.10881 :
Q That he hereby calls attention to former filings and distinctly declares his pre erénceeg)r mn- o
+ eral Law Pension, and EXPRESSLY DIRECTS THAT HIS CERTIFICATE BE ISSUED*
z UNDER GENERAL LAWS as soon as any completed part of his General Law claim glves'v
0 him as wuch per month as later laws. That he makes this declaration for the purpose of
o being placed on the pension roll of the United States, under the provisions of the Acts of ;".
June 27, 1890, and May 9, 1900, or given increase of pension thereunder.

He hereby cancels and revokes all powers of attorney at any time given to any other =)

person than Burton Macafee, and hereby continues, constitutes and appoints

Q
Burton Macafee, of Washington, D. C., ®

his true and lawful attorney with full powers interminably in each and every one of his _T
claims under each and every law whatsoever, directing that each case be acted upon according

to its individual merits, and directs the payment to him of the full fee allowed by law in o

each separate claim under each separate law.

That his post-office address is 41 Church-st,,Mount Holly,N.J.. g /'/

]Give street and number or free delivery number.]

Fill out carefully. Ex

Sty
[Two witiesses, who can write, sign here.

ATT’Y FILED




: R, Kat
'IA 2
Q Affilavit of Applicant 4

Application for REOPENING,RECONSIDERING ani RERATING origimz application
State of New Jersey,County of Burlington,ss:-

Thos.Taylor,whose aliress is 41 Church-st,Mt.Holly,N.J.,well known and
entitlel to ocredit,being sworn says that he ,several vears ago,male ap-
plication for pension under act of June 27, 'eo,an‘l' was at the time of do-
ing so,entitled to pension under said laws on the disabilities andi bodi-
ly infirmities then afflicting him and disqualifying him for manual la-

bor;that he 1is informed ani believed that the board of surgeons which ex-

amined him long ago gave him a rating and he was informed ani believed

ani still believes that he was at that time,under his application and a

proper application of the laws,entitled to the full rating of twelve dol-
lars per month;that in spite of these facts his original application was
rejected and he has recently been allowed but eight dollars permonth,as

he believes unier the age ruling and exclusive of his physical debilities
ani total inability to do any kind of mamual labor;that he calls atten-
tion to the testimony of his physician ani other witnesses,covering many
years back,showing his 4isability to 4o manual labor Auring all that time
anl therefare hereby applies for a reopening of his original application

under these laws an! the giving him a reasonable rating on his physical

debilities as shown by the testimony;that he hereby asks ani Airects that

this application be not allowedi to interfere with any other anplication
for pension or increase of pension and that each separate application be
taken up,weighed and acted up-on on its individula merits andi not held
back for any other applioﬁicn or part of an application;that he hereby
directs the payment to his attorney Burtom Macafee of the full fee al-
lowed by law in such a case of rerating ani as an original case and that
without reference to any other case recently filed or allowed;that he
hereby constitutes and appoints Burton Macafee his true and lawful attor-
ney with full powers interminably in this application for rerating.

= ( Wﬂ/@pﬁxw%
D st Sl wa f eten = oz K 2l e i,

Holly,N.J.,well known ani entitlei to credit,being swo say they saw
Thos Taylor execute the foregoing andi have no interest in or in prosecut-

ing the same in any way. 5 ﬂﬁ : l,

sworn\anﬂ. subeo‘ribod th:l.a/ ‘S\ay@ 1904 after the sag
anl explained. T have no intere 1n or :

< — o-a% 0
: SEAL o Q .
A= OG 1 ]
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BUREAU OF PENSIONS,

aoc?:.., 2 % Reg't "/f; { 2 atas xA
Washington, D. C.,. ».m*.‘{/.a-.éé .......... , 190

Sie: To aid this Bureau in preventing any one falsely personating you, or otherwise committing frand
in your name, or on account of your service, you are required to answer fully the questions enumerated
below.

You will please return this circular under cover of the inclosed envelope which requires no postage.

- Very respectfully, % o

Te A"

- ey L,h//rjl,"//
__---.ZI;-C'Q T’z&%.{fé.ﬁ-ag‘_’
7£;

2 a2 :

« i 4

r 1. When were you born? Answer. . L Crailzn.. ./%_—/g% S S

A s were you born?  Answer, .. M[:ua‘; um#.x,

18 £3. Wihqn did you enlist? Answer. ..23&1( ety (2]-02, D4~ &?1- 30186
e did you enlist? Answer. M& - Y cl %-%.‘_.--..--

p had you lived before you enlisted? Answer. --..2‘!%[’%%

as your post-office address at enlistment? Answ Mf:ﬁ‘é‘:&ﬁu W/Q

iat was your occupation at enlistment? Answer. . A LELTA . .

10. Where have you lived since discharge? Give dates, as nearly as possible, of any changes of residence.

En«m{‘ %JZZ.M? éa)flw- U _-.....-_.........f...,
ll ‘What is your present occupation? Aunswer %_L’L s /‘ f e R

P —— - ~
12. What is your height? Answer. ﬁ..-..lz._.feet._-_(?./ ..... inches. . Your weight?---[él.lz.d.
The color of your eyes? : . The color of your hair? ‘.'&11:2._._ Your complexion ?
,&? ...... Are there any permanent marks or scars on your person? If so, deseribe them.
iy TR i I i s e

’ncenst«nedtosignit, in the presence of two witnesses who can write.

[Wh-who-n 'rltedn Inn.]

8. When were you discharged? Answer. 2.3 1-.}%.,-_7- 68 .._%a_,ﬁg,/!& é:
9. Where were you discharged? Answer. .24 ==/ -ﬁ&ta%.l‘zﬁ..iy—“ t Bebrria Chn.
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nivi Has arcus senilis. uscles soft and flabby. Skin harsh and "
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SURGEON’S CERTIFICATE. ¥

[Date of examination.] 1o o

o A

roda o

2 . Hereceives a pension of &< 27} __ dollars per month.
vo He makes the following statement in regard to the origin of his disabilities and date when first

discovered by him: _/P4e o~

4

.72/ o e s
Birthplace,  Aeszizedy _jage,  fs— years; height, S bk

weight, /36  pounds; 'oomplexion, __-._4941___; color of eyes, _4@4__;

color of hair, _944? ; occupation, .7’14.'—‘11::‘___; permanent marks and

scars other than those described below, ot =

lm---m-.qﬁ{ ank, changing “we" to
i

We hereby certify that upon examination we find the following objective conditions: 5
Los~ b /L2 ;vespirati 25 =3
Pulse rate, respiration, ﬁw%“__k_] temperature, 287 5—;

[Sitting, standing, after exercise.]

Chest symmetrical. Meas.---Expi.34 ins.;fullinspi.36 1/4 ins.

Claimant has chronic museular and articular rheumatism.

Cominnes Shoulder juints stiff, crepitant and painful on motion. No
» 8Welling or atropny. Motion limited 1/3. - Diffieplt to get

pars- Zmas 30 head. uscles of back sore, stiff and Ncpg-'unt on
« Motion limitea 1/3. No swelling or atrophy. Dif-

ficult to stoop over and touch floor. All joints more or less
stiff, crepitant and painful on motion. —4
Diabetes.---Urine--CoJor, amber. Acid. Sp.gr.1032. No |
alpueans 2% sugar. _
Senile debility.---Elood vessels tortuous and atheromatous. |

arye Palms soft. 1ls emaciated and weak.

Heart,---Apex beat 1 3/4 ins. below and inside nipple line,
not visible to inspection or palpation. Action irregular.
Sounds distinct. No murmar. Area of cardiac dullness not
increased. No hypertrophy or dilatation. No angina, ecyanosi |
dyspnoea Or oedema. |

Lungs.~-~Auscultation andpercussion reveal lungs in good % :
condition. ‘

Liver.---No evidence of any dAisease of liver, Area of he-
patic Gullness normal. No tenderneses over this region. BOIO]..!
regular, 2 :

Except as above, no éther disability is found to exist. 'j
find the aggregate permanent disability for earning a support
manual labor to be due to rheumatism, diabetes, senile mut:?
and not due to vicious habits, and warratts a rating of $10 a 1
monthe. -

\Z%&‘; _, Pres. .”-i‘%’y .







1 i
tf/REI-ip INSTRU(,JT IDSS CAREFULLY; FOLLOW /TgEM

)./‘

SO r ‘ RS TN o
" TO THE LETTER. ' O, &
5 : .: S eecemee Z, -:; l?\:
A = j‘ ! | ’ 1 -
Directions to Do not send testimony of "bun‘" Jltn ,—it is a positive damage; ﬂﬂd wdmmc

Claimant  who are respected and bolieved by their neighbprs; who have personal, not ‘hearsay knowl-
_ edge of the claimant; who can make clear, strong afidavits; who can and will tell tho truth
" in the afidavit and as many times as called upon jto repeat testimony.

F Didactions 4o Make statements full, covering as % rs back as possible, ststilig the time cover-
Witness  ed and naming all dis mcs claimant ap have, the degree of the disabilities, and
| - that disabilities are not caused by vicious habits. TevL. THE TRUTH oNLY. Take time to
- think out and say just what you remember and know, and, if possible, write out your own

e -affidavit ; if you ca your-own affidavit, go to n Notary Public mdmw

good horse-sense,—d ot gnow too much and is not too lazy tyllow directions.

STATE oF~" 7 ’2‘7/ J?- ?i f'\ , 88:
Personally appeared me & )% 7 , duly anthorized to

-, uged #4 -years,

whose post-ofice address is < M’ﬂ"?

county of / &/ leass , state of <

well known to be reputable and entiiled to credit, who, being dnly sworn, deposes and says:

L NOTE=Mere state "l'.ui‘yrén'v”tma-.-' of facts i;'p'..u mmm and everything whicl i‘m;‘vmnl‘y“m-mm" s to prove

hit ciatiadd

ig /@A%Z% %Z?fé::/%;(

s = @wzﬁéf

aas fhees.
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//& Act ofgu%gﬁ’l 1890
»

U*OP ORDER AND REPORT. ‘

Depavtment of the Interior,
BUREAU OF PENSIONS,
FINANCE DIVISION.

Washington, D. na@?&y 1905

Bherngy Tl

________________ CBRE 06 2

(Certificate number.)

...............................................................

P e

U. 8. Pension Agent,

Sir: You are hereby directed to drép from the 1
roll the name of the above-described pensioner

who died 2er. Zo ,190;5

A A8 - -
Comm{m'om.
REPORT.
Commissioner of Pensions. |

k< Sir: The name of the above-described pop-
month to n 1‘)0.95, has this

ﬁ ped from the roll o? this agency.

U. S. Pension Agent.
«B.n,@, L= 1005

17781b25m4-05 |
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ACTS OF JUNE 2'?. 1890, AND MAY 9, 1900.
DECLARATION FOR WIDOW’S PE,NQON

83To be executed before a Court of Record or some officer thereo n: of its seal, a Notary the Peace, whoso
cﬂd.lll(nlmnlwlbowﬂlhd huoﬂchllul and in case hnnone.lul nsnn .
Ahiall be certified by a Clerkc of & Court of fecord, or & City or

= 4,4,«

(Name of Soldier.)

|
cate no L2455 /0% for, theumaccrued of whiaely she hereby apvligsiamd to |
which H4ve He for all data es to }jis servic
8 e e inConpu L e o
L Volunteers, and served at least ninety days in the late War

(Name a# and whether Infantry, Cavalry, or Artillery.) 3 JJ ‘/f“

of the Rebellion, in the semz of the Umted Sh who was HONORABLY mscxuxosn'/zi - j
(Date of mnhu.u.) }

, and died e “nu e ’; . That he was. nevam-....cmployed in

the military or naval service otherwise than as stated above and as shown by the filings in !
(Here stato what the -crvho wis, whether prior or subsequent to

hisgwn case to which reference is abov e made

mmu.mg, and the dates at which it began and ended. )

'ﬂ'at l_le_ wfs ¢ r employed in the military or naval service of the United States after the
# 18464 That she was married under the name o

to said son

- i ——————rt ~ m——— p—|
A. D. 1566, byﬁ fl"’a 7 '

there being no legal barrier to such mmage tlm. she had not

been

previously married; that her said husband had not been previously married. (4)

(If either had been previously married, o state, and gi of death or diygpree of former spouse.)

That she bas not remarried since the death of the said Pine .t SiCesy,
(Name of soldler or sailor.) i
That she is without other means of support than her daily labor and an actual net income not exceeding $250
per year. That the names and dates oFo birth of all the children of the soldier, now living, and under sixteen
years of age, are as follows :

, born % 13%4’ , born % § Y

~ A born 18 born 18

] ’ 2

born I8 , born <18
That she has not abandoned the support of any one of her children, but that they are still under her care or

.orprior application for pension has been filed by herself or the soldlermoihﬂr_ |

maintenance. That...

than 28 shown by -
to cmrotr S e o e v LI PR T T m—
That she makes this declaration for the pnrpo.eof being placed on the pension-roll of the Umled States, under

the provisions of the acts of June 27, 1890, and Ma: 9 1900. She of
E e et th a1 pomers 1ntermine iy, Bikbon Ve ce od, TR Yath &
~overy one of her cases of accrued & gomleting as. well as in this specif-
.Io Ee??r%gon%mw;nl attorney to pmaecn berclnm thefeetobe DoLLARS, payable as prescribed by law. /

-~
#  That her ~OFFICE ADDRESS x “_ﬁ!

- (Name ( / b )
t (S ftltng Do , State of ‘ :
< ATTEST: 0

6 T Pwo witnesses who write sign here)




e

tate of New Jerseﬂy neunty of./” ¢ /adcy{w‘ g8l

Personalls appearel C m//(ﬂ:/14u/ rhiore 814 .s");/ﬂ¢¢.,/ij%
¢@anf%4§2&gjjﬁbmca.x ;well %uowvn anl entitlel teo aretit,vho being

FTOPN BAVY the iaviful sustotian of th» asersament roldls of
the tax 1ist»iet in whish th» seliller, Thos.Taylor rosiiol at
the time of hie Aeath snl in whish his wiiow,lirs. Louisa Taylor
g sinnae repilie’ it ' f ale sarcfui,tho~oush mes*ch 0f suil as=
seannent rolle Lrou L car Loo4 o the present tiie and mM w DPrOP=
o Cinds gpassnl t pail Liiny = PORTSPRY  oolet

el

A to his Wilow is %«‘%u«d»f/;/%vz,{ /oo,él—«,oyo-,«/

aennal t %A«M'ﬁ %M sthat arfiant wrther

ave that he is famailliar with values anl to ¢ ast of hde Anforistion,
Tneviel e iR elief L ) soueseel valus L1 property in suestion amnl
2 # 1Tivtrint bout Airh & r ’ A rin” t foresd
gale w ar MmiA ) sable sirm tanc ot ) i p altustel to
o {4 sanl nontitig 1 t in the polliea» a1 \ »i1lo
ant to ¢ net nis iolre,anforintion beliel,nelt of then
A}
ownel or vonseesel any tazable robert tever Levon'! that apl inw
on t tax rollis as aforesall;t t ither of then hns bheen supposel to
kave or livel as thourh haviag sny further ineo.e v that 1eriveld 1roi
the aforesail propsriy 1 thedr matual laboriant ? t he ? Nno Anter -
st ‘*‘,! or An . navtane 4 antter for L Inte pollin" o* hAt ‘-‘,.\:“_"

S¥Orl 1 subeoribe?l this é-’.‘ 1y of Beo. sE90B salter Lie sane hal beg
gareiully Tavliavel H1 SupaTs vath Sum Ty 5 w5 roiive T have Ho an-

toveat in or in pProsesu
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2 Affi_Ldav:I{.t of Applicent
.statement es to property,INABILITY as to other RECORDS,&c.,&C..
State of New Jersey,County of Burlington,ss:-
Mrs.Louiss Taylor,well known and entitled to credit,being sworn says that
in her application for meccrued pension on inv.crt.l 0838 10€,Thos Taylor,
Cos.D & I,34 N J Inf.,% C,23 N J Inf,recently filed through her attorney
Burton Maeéree.sho stated all facts as to no other marriage of either
herself or.the soldier and hereby repeats those statements and that ap-
plication for accrued together with the raote formally setrorth in that
apnlication for widow's pension under the "new laws"; that she hreby ;t"am',
that neither her seid hushahd nor herself was ever divorced and that she
has not remarried since his death;that he owned no property of any kind
and she nothing of any kind,real,personal or mixed ,other than a small
1ot snd house (frame)thereon and assesced at seven hundred dollars and
worth,in her best judgment certainly not mich more than that amount and
egainst which there is a mortgage of six mindred dollars,no part of which
hes been paid;that her said husband left her six hundred dollars and no
more in life insurance;and thet aside from this property and this insur-
ance she owns nothing whatever excepting some few household goods and
'mmmmw%
to contribute to her support;that the soldier left no child or children
under 16 vears of age or permanently disabled;thet there are no other
xinde of proof then those herewith filed,--no other record proof of any
kind so far as she has been able to £ind by dilfigent inquiry;that she
therefore hereby asks to have the lower grades of proof accented where
she has not filed the higher and to have as speedy action taken as the
lews,mles and the merits of the case justify.

4 s /1
/7%

Z
aworn end subsoribed this/7-day o/ zc to— 190" after the seme had

= =

been pead and explained. I have no interest in or

for the affiant in any way.
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3-1081

PENSIONER DROPPED

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF PENSIONS

, 191

e lis X

Class

Soldier

J = 77/ JQ/

The Commissioner of Pensions.

Sir:

I have the honor to report that the name
the above-described pensioner u was last

paid at § /Q— /5117 % /0/5\

has this day been

opped from the roll /‘,
ooy clet TR O S5~

spectfully,

NOTE.—Every name dropped to be thus reported at
nee, and when causo ¢

W dropping Isdeath, state dat
of death when Known

9 .{i@ th&(}hief. Finance Division

:3 00
A\ —~ ‘00
< ~\you are hereby notified that check # .7 7 //C/ //(// A for SRR
}\\f’ NOV 4 191 LOUISA TAYLOR
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Very respectfully,
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