
Joshua James Guppy 
10th & 23rd Wisconsin Infantry 

 

 

 
Residence Portage Wisconsin; 41 years old. 

 

Enlisted on 9/13/1861 as a Lieutenant Colonel. 
 

On 9/13/1861 he was commissioned into Field & Staff Wisconsin 10th Infantry  
He was discharged for promotion on 7/25/1862 

 

On 7/25/1862 he was commissioned into Field & Staff Wisconsin 23rd Infantry  
He was Mustered Out on 7/4/1865 

 

He was listed as: 
POW Carrion Crow Bayou, LA (11/03/1863) 

Wounded (11/03/1863 at Battle of Buzzards Prairie) 
 

Promotions: 
Colonel 7/25/1862 (As of 23rd WI Inf) 

Brig-General 3/13/1865 by Brevet 
 

Born 8/27/1820 in Dover, NH 
  Died 12/8/1893 in Portage, WI 
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Joshua James Guppy 
Sword 

 
This Ames Model 1850 Staff & Field sword is identified to Lieutenant Colonel Joshua James Guppy, 

and it looks to have been taken from him when he was captured at the Battle of Buzzards Prairie on 

11/03/1863. It is believed to have been a presentation sword, but the plaque was removed when the 

scabbard was Confederate refurbished with a flat black lacquer finish.    

 
Lt. Colonel Joshua James Guppy initials J. J. G. engraved pommel cap and top ring mount. 

Presentation plaque removed with holes filled in, and a Confederate flat black lacquer finished. 
 

A detail search of the Civil War data base and the National Archived records found one and only one 
Staff and Field grade officers with the initial J.J.G. and that being Lieutenant Colonel Joshua James 
Guppy. He was commissioned into Field & Staff Wisconsin 10th Infantry on 9/13/1861, discharged for 
promotion on 7/25/1862 for a commissioned into Field & Staff Wisconsin 23rd Infantry, and Mustered 
Out on 7/4/1865. He Wounded  on 11/03/1863 at the Battle of Buzzards Prairie and listed as a POW at 
Carrion Crow Bayou, LA. He would be promoted to Colonel on 7/25/1862 and Brigadier General on 
3/13/1865 by Brevet.
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Joshua James Guppy 
Sword 
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Joshua James Guppy 
10th & 23rd Wisconsin Infantry 

WIA & POW 

Brevet General 

 
 

10th Wisconsin Infantry 
Wounded & Captured at Carrion Crow Bayou, LA 

Joshua James Guppy 
Lieutenant Colonel, Colonel & Brevet Brigadier General 

Backmark: New Orleans, LA 
Identified in period ink 
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Joshua J. Guppey 
 

(August 27, 1820 – December 8, 1893) was an American lawyer, politician, and Wisconsin pioneer. 
He served as a Union Army officer in the American Civil War, and received an honorary brevet to the 
rank of brigadier general. 

Biography 

Guppey was born on August 27, 1820, in Dover, New Hampshire. He was a descendant of Joshua 
Guppey, who emigrated from England in 1720.  

Guppey graduated from Dartmouth College in 1843. Guppey moved to Columbus, Wisconsin, in 1846 

and opened a law practice before moving to Portage, Wisconsin, in 1849. Guppey died of 
influenza and pneumonia in Portage on December 8, 1893, and is interred at Pine Hill Cemetery 
(Dover, New Hampshire).  

Military career 
Guppey was commissioned an officer in the Union Army in 1861 and was assigned to the 10th 
Wisconsin Infantry Regiment. In 1862, he was promoted to colonel and assumed command of 
the 23rd Wisconsin Infantry Regiment at Camp Randall. The regiment, with Guppey in command, 
later took part in the Battle of Fort Hindman and the Battle of Champion Hill. His second-in-
command during the Battle of Champion Hill was future U.S. Postmaster General and Secretary of 
Interior William Freeman Vilas. Guppey later contracted malaria and was shot below his left knee in 
1863 in the Battle of Bayou Bourbeux, which incapacitated him for a time. Afterward, he took part in 
the Red River Campaign. In 1865, he participated in the Battle of Fort Blakely. Guppey was 
mustered out of the volunteers on July 4, 1865.  

On January 13, 1866, President Andrew Johnson nominated Guppey for appointment to the grade 
of brevet brigadier general of volunteers to rank from March 13, 1865, and the United States 
Senate confirmed the appointment on March 12, 1866. After the war, Guppey was active in 
the Wisconsin Army National Guard until retiring in 1893. 

Political career 
Guppey became a probate judge in Columbia County, Wisconsin, in 1849. The following year, he was 
named a county judge and remained one until 1858. From 1858 to 1861 and again from 1866 to 
1873, he was superintendent of Portage schools. In 1862, Guppey was the Democratic candidate for 
the United States House of Representatives from Wisconsin's 2nd congressional district. He lost 
to Ithamar Sloan. After the election, he changed his affiliation to the Republican Party.  
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Wisconsin 
Civil War Regiments 

 

10th Wisconsin 
Infantry Regiment 

 
- Organized on Oct 14 1861 at Camp Holton, Milwaukee, WI 

- Enlistment term: 3 years 
- Mustered out on Oct 25 1864 at Milwaukee, WI 

 
Available statistics for total numbers of men listed as: 

- Enlisted or commissioned: 1049 
- Drafted: 1 

- Killed or died of wounds (Officers): 5 
- Killed or died of wounds (Enlisted men): 91 

- Died of disease (Officers): 1 
- Died of disease (Enlisted men): 147 

- Prisoner of war: 191 
- Died while prisoner of war: 77 

- Disabled: 212 
- Missing: 7 

- Deserted: 16 
- Discharged: 109 

- Mustered out: 298 
- Transferred out: 133 

 
Historical notes and Reports: 

Tenth Infantry WISCONSIN 
(3-YEARS) 
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Tenth Infantry 
Cols., Alfred R. Chapin, John G. McMynn, Duncan McKercher, Lieut.-Cols., Joshua J. Guppey, John G. 
McMynn, John H. Ely, Jacob W. Roby; Majs., John G. McMynn, Henry O. Johnson, John H. Ely, Duncan 
McKercher, Robert Harkness. 
 
This regiment was organized at Milwaukee and was mustered in Oct. 14, 1861, with a numerical strength of 
916. It left the state Nov. 9, and the following spring made a march upon Bowling Green, dislodged the enemy 
at Huntsville, where it captured the military road, machine shops, engines and rolling stock, seized Stevenson, 
Decatur and Tuscumbia and elicited high praise from Brig.-Gen. Mitchell. 
 
It defended and saved Paint Rock bridge, acted as rear-guard in the retrograde movement to the Ohio, in 
which it fought guerrillas at almost every step brought trains safely from Huntsville to Stevenson, and assisted 
in repelling an attack at the latter place. It was under a heavy fire at Perryville, Ky., and at one time held its 
position with empty guns for 20 minutes until the battery which it had been ordered to support was placed in a 
safe position. Of 276 men engaged 36 were killed, 110 wounded and 1 missing. Gen. Rousseau said in his 
report: ''For this gallant conduct, these brave men are entitled to the gratitude of their country and I thank them 
here as I did on the field of battle.'' 
 
The regiment was engaged at Stone's River, remaining on the field for 4 days, was at Hoover's Gap, and took 
part at Chattanooga under a terrible fire, losing 18 killed, 56 wounded and 132 missing, of whom the greater 
number were prisoners. 
 
It supported Loomis' battery at Missionary Ridge and in the Atlanta campaign participated in the battles at 
Dallas, Kennesaw Mountain and Peachtree Creek. On Oct. 16, 1864, the recruits and reenlisted veterans were 
transferred to the 21st regiment and the remainder were sent to Milwaukee where they were mustered out Oct. 
25. 
 
The original strength of the regiment was 916. Gain by recruits 105; veteran reenlistments, 13; total, 1,034. 
Losses by death, 219; desertion, 21; transfer, 23, discharge, 316, mustered out, 455. 
Source: The Union Army, vol. 4 

 
Perryville, KY after battle report: 
No. 10. 
Report of Col. Alfred R. Chapin, Tenth Wisconsin Infantry. 
HDQRS. TENTH REGIMENT WISCONSIN VOLUNTEERS, Chaplin Hills, Ky., October 11, 1862. 
SIR: I would most respectfully report that on October 8, at the battle of Chaplin Hills, by your order my 
regiment was sent to support Simonson's battery. 
 
I took into the fight 360 enlisted men and 16 commissioned officers. In about three hours after taking 
our position we were attacked by a very large body of infantry, which charged over the ridge directly 
in our front. Three volleys from my regiment sent them back over the ridge, where we hold them until 
support came from the Thirty-eighth Indiana Regiment, Colonel Scribner. 
 
The battery having retired, the Thirty-eighth Indiana and my own regiment sustained the attack over 
one hour and thirty minutes, when, having expended all the cartridges, together with all in the boxes 
of the dead and wounded, by your order we retired for ammunition, which was done in good order. 
 
Our loss is as follows: Killed, 36; wounded, 1093 missing, 4. Total, 149. 
 
Much credit is due to all the officers and soldiers of the regiment for their courage and coolness under 
a terrible fire of musketry and artillery; but to the soldiers in the ranks is the most credit due, as the 
nature of the fight was such as to require no military science, but simply brave men. 
 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
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A. R. CHAPIN, Colonel, Tenth Wisconsin Volunteers. 
Col. L. A. HARRIS, Commanding Ninth Brigade. 
Series I. Vol. 16. Part I, Reports. Serial No. 22 

 
Chickamagua after battle report: 
Report of Capt. Jacob W. Roby, Tenth Wisconsin Infantry. 
HDQRS. TENTH WISCONSIN INFANTRY, Chattanooga, September 23, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to make the following report of the Tenth Regt. Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry 
during the late engagement: 
 
The regimental marched from near Stevens' Gap on the night of the 18th instant to within 10 miles of 
Chattanooga. Saturday morning, September 19, we were ordered to advance on the enemy in the 
second line of battle with the brigade. After advancing a short distance we received a fire from the 
enemy, but they were driven some distance through the woods. At this time we were ordered up in 
the front line on the right of the brigade. We threw out skirmishers and soon engaged the enemy; our 
skirmishers were soon driven in and the enemy advanced on us in heavy force. We held our position 
a few moments, but the enemy turning our right flank, we were forced to fall back and did so with the 
brigade. We lost at this time 1 officer and 9 men killed and several wounded. In the afternoon we 
again advanced to the front with the brigade and in the evening fell back. 
 
Sunday morning, 20th instant, our regiment was again moved to the front and formed behind the 
Thirty-eighth Indiana. We remained here till about 10 o'clock, when we were ordered forward to 
support the Thirty-eight Indiana, where we remained but a short time when the enemy turned the left 
of our division and were advancing through the woods on our left flank. Our right was now thrown to 
the left of the brigade and engaged the enemy. They were soon forced to fall back. They made 
another attempt to break through on our left about noon, but were repulsed as before and we held our 
own till nearly dark, when we received a flank and rear fire from the enemy and were forced to fall 
back. Our regiment, being on the left and not knowing the position of the enemy on that side, fell back 
in that direction and therefore ran into the lines of the enemy. Col. Ely, Maj. McKercher, and nearly all 
of the officers we had on the field, together with most of the men, were supposed to have been 
captured at this time. All we could find were brought off with the balance of the brigade. Monday 
morning, September 21, we numbered 3 officers and 26 men. We were moved to the front about 1 p. 
m. and formed in rear of the brigade, where we remained until about 4 a. m., September 22, when we 
were ordered to retire and moved with the brigade to Chattanooga, where we have remained since. 
 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. ROBY, Capt., Comdg. Tenth Wisconsin Infantry. 
Lieut. GEORGE H. DEVOL, Acting Assistant Adjutant-Gen. 
Source: Official Records CHAP. XLII.] THE CHICKAMAUGA CAMPAIGN. PAGE 299-50 [Series I. 
Vol. 30. Part I, Reports. Serial No. 50.] 

 
 

Battles (where losses incurred) involving 10th Infantry Regiment 

Location Date Killed Wounded POW Missing Losses 

Allatoona Hills, GA 6/3/1864 1 1 0 0 2 

Chattahoochee River, GA 7/5/1864 1 0 0 0 1 

Chickamauga, GA 9/19/1863 17 54 145 7 223 
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Hoover's Gap, TN 6/24/1863 0 1 0 0 1 

Lay's Ferry, GA 5/14/1864 1 0 0 0 1 

Nolensville, TN 12/26/1862 0 0 1 0 1 

Paint Rock Bridge, AL 4/28/1862 0 2 0 0 2 

Perryville, KY 10/8/1862 37 112 3 0 152 

Stones River, TN 12/31/1862 3 12 1 0 16 

Tunnel Hill, GA 5/7/1864 0 1 0 0 1 

 
Brigade, Division, Corps, and Army assignments for 10th Infantry Regiment 

From To Brigade Division Corps Army/Department Comments 

Nov 1861 12/2/1861 9     Army of Ohio   

12/2/1861 9/29/1862 9 3   Army of Ohio   

9/29/1862 11/5/1862 9 3 1 Army of Ohio   

11/5/1862 1/9/1863 1 1 
Centre, 

14 
Army of Cumberland   

1/9/1863 Oct 1864 1 1 14 
Dept and Army of Ohio 

and Cumberland 
Mustered Out 

 

Guppy, Joshua James F & S 09/13/61 Commissioned 07/25/62 Discharged due to promotion 
 

 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



10th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment 

 

 
National colors of the 10th Wisconsin, 1863 
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23rd Wisconsin Infantry Regiment 

The 23rd Wisconsin Infantry was organized at Camp Randall in Madison and mustered into service on 
August 30, 1862. The regiment left Wisconsin for Cincinnati, Ohio, on September 15, 1862. From there 
it traveled through Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, and Alabama. The 
23rd Wisconsin Infantry participated in the battles of Port Gibson and Champion Hill, the Siege of 
Vicksburg, the Red River Campaign, the Western Louisiana Campaign, and the sieges of Spanish 
Fort and Fort Blakely in Alabama. The regiment concluded the war by occupying Mobile, Alabama, 
where it mustered out of service on July 4, 1865. 

The regiment lost 308 men during service. One officer and 40 enlisted men were killed or mortally 
wounded. Five officers and 262 enlisted men died from disease. 

Commanders 

Colonel Joshua James Guppey (August 30, 1862 – July 4, 1865) was nominal commander through 
the entire life of the regiment, but was absent for the second half of 1863 and first half of 1864 due to 
illness and injury. By the time he was well enough to return, in July 1864, he was made an acting 
brigade commander. After the war he received an honorary brevet to brigadier general. 

Lt. Colonel William Freeman Vilas (June 5, 1863 – August 25, 1863) mustered in as captain of Co. A, 
and was promoted to major then lieutenant colonel. He had command of the regiment in the summer 
of 1863 when Colonel Guppey was incapacitated by illness. He resigned his commission in August 
1863. After the war he became a United States senator. 

Lt. Colonel Edgar P. Hill (August 25, 1863 – January 1864, June 1864 – January 1865) was originally 
captain of Co. C. He was acting commander of the regiment after the resignation of Lt. Colonel Vilas. 

Major Joseph E. Green (January 1864 – June 1864, January 1865 – June 1865) was originally captain 
of Co. D. He was acting commander of the regiment while Lt. Colonel Hill was on leave in Wisconsin. 
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Wisconsin 
Civil War Regiments 

 

23rd Wisconsin 
Infantry Regiment 

 

 
- Organized on Aug 30 1862 at Camp Randall, Madison, WI 
- Enlistment term: 3 years 
- Mustered out on Jul 4 1865 at Mobile, AL 
 
Available statistics for total numbers of men listed as: 
- Enlisted or commissioned: 1134 
- Drafted: 1 
- Killed or died of wounds (Officers): 1 
- Killed or died of wounds (Enlisted men): 40 
- Died of disease (Officers): 5 
- Died of disease (Enlisted men): 262 
- Prisoner of war: 75 
- Died while prisoner of war: 1 
- Disabled: 181 
- Missing: 3 
- Deserted: 3 
- Discharged: 95 
- Mustered out: 401 
- Transferred out: 145 

Historical notes and Reports: 
 

Twenty-third Infantry 
WISCONSIN 
(3-YEARS) 

Twenty-third Infantry. -- Col., Joshua J. Guppey, Lieut.-Cols., Edmund Jussen William F. 
Vilas, Edgar P. Hill; Majs., Edmund Jussen, Charles H. Williams, William F. Vilas, Edgar P. 
Hill, Joseph E. Green. 
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This regiment was organized at Camp Randall, Madison, in Aug., 1862, and left the state 
Sept. 15 for Cincinnati, whence it was ordered south to join the army before Vicksburg. 
 
It was with Gen. Sherman in the assault on Chickasaw Bluffs and assisted in the reduction of 
Arkansas Post. The action of the regiment was the occasion of congratulatory orders from 
division and brigade commanders. It then proceeded to Young's point, La., near Vicksburg, 
where three-fourths of the men were stricken with virulent diseases because of adverse 
sanitary conditions. 
 
The regiment was on scout and foraging work until April 30, 1863. It was brought into reserve 
at Port Gibson and entered the village the following day - the first Union troops to occupy it. It 
took the advance of the division at Champion's Hill, doing such effective work as to call forth 
compliments from the general commanding. 
 
The following day it went into action at the Black River bridge, its brigade capturing the 60th 
Tenn. and carrying the enemy's works by assault. It reached Vicksburg on the 18th, and 
participated in the general assault on the 22nd, reaching the base of one of the forts under a 
heavy fire. It was on duty until the surrender, at which time losses had reduced its numbers to 
150 men who were fit for duty. 
 
It participated in the attack on Jackson, and was constantly on duty until the evacuation of 
that point. It then joined the expedition through Louisiana, going as far as Barre's landing near 
Opelousas, which it occupied the entire summer. 
 
The return march begun Nov. 1 and two days later a superior force attacked at Carrion Crow 
bayou, driving two regiments through the 23d's lines. Flanked on both sides, the regiment fell 
back, formed a new line when reinforced, drove the enemy back in turn and regained the lost 
ground, receiving for its gallantry the public thanks of the commanding general, though it lost 
128 out of 220 engaged. 
 
It reached Brashear City, Dec. 13, and was ordered to Texas, where it remained until Feb. 22, 
1864, when it returned to Louisiana. It was in the celebrated Red River expedition, was in the 
battle of Sabine Cross-Roads, and the action at Cloutierville. 
 
It was in camp at Baton Rouge from May 25 until July 8 and then proceeded to Algiers and 
Morganza where it remained until Aug. 18. It was transferred to the 3d brigade, 2nd division, 
19th army corps, and was engaged in guard, post, garrison and reconnaissance duty until 
May 1, 1865. 
 
It was then ordered to Mobile, where it was engaged in siege, patrol and picket duty, and 
short expeditions until July 4th, when it was mustered out. 
 
Its original strength was 994. Gain by recruits, 123; total, 1,117. Loss by death, 289; missing, 
1; desertion 6; transfer, 124; discharge, 281; mustered out, 416. 
 
Source: The Union Army, vol. 4, p. 59 
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Report of Col. Joshua J. Guppey, Twenty-third Wisconsin Infantry, including operations to 
May 22. 
 
HDQRS. TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT WISCONSIN VOLS., Near Vicksburg, Miss., May 25, 
1863. 
 
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by this regiment in the 
battles that have taken place since the army landed in the State of Mississippi: 
 
On May 1 last, the regiment, after marching the entire night preceding, was formed as a part 
of the reserve in the battle of Port Gibson. In the forenoon, by order of Gen. Burbridge, it 
supported Foster's Wisconsin battery and Sheldon's brigade, Gen. Osterhaus' division, in 
several advances. In the afternoon it rejoined the brigade and took the advance on the right of 
the line. 
 
Later in the day it was deployed as skirmishers, drove the enemy from the woods toward Port 
Gibson, took 20 prisoners, and destroyed a large quantity of small-arms. 
 
On the morning of May 2, the regiment was in line of battle at 2 a.m., and at daylight took the 
advance toward Port Gibson, having the honor of being the first regiment which entered the 
city, and which gave the first cheer for our national flag, raised over it by Gen. Burbridge. 
During the day the regiment did duty as provost guard. 
 
On May 16, the regiment was engaged in the battle of Midway Hill. In the evening five 
companies were deployed as skirmishers, and afterward two companies were added to them. 
They did most efficient service in driving the enemy's skirmishers and gaining knowledge of 
his position. Capts. Greene and Bull, who each commanded parties, displayed excellent 
conduct and judgment, and are entitled to great credit for their skill and bravery. Two 
companies of the enemy's skirmishers were literally cut to pieces, if the account of prisoners 
afterward taken may be believed. 
 
In the afternoon the regiment was placed in reserve and did little, except make an advance 
under a heavy fire from the enemy's artillery, to support the Eighty-third Ohio and Sixty-
seventh Indiana. I believe the advance was made in a manner which met the approval of the 
general commanding. 
 
On May 17, the regiment took part in the battle of Black River Bridge, and constituted the 
reserve, when the Sixtieth Tennessee Regiment surrendered to the brigade; three hundred 
and sixty stand of arms captured, the destruction of which was assigned to this regiment, and 
they were accordingly destroyed under my supervision. 
 
I have little to say of the affairs which took place under the walls of the forts near this city on 
the 20th and 22d instant. Whatever name may be given to them, they were, in reality, nothing 
more than reconnaissance in force, and should be so regarded. 
 
On the 20th, my whole regiment was deployed as skirmishers, and did their duty most 
gallantly. Lieut. A. J. McFarlane was wounded severely while leading his men against the 
enemy, who were concealed in the fallen timber in front of one of their forts. Later in the day 
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Lieutenant Bull was wounded. 
 
On the 22d, the brigade aided in shutting up a large number of the enemy in one of their forts 
so closely that they could neither discharge their cannon nor their small-arms. Here 
Lieutenant Starks was wounded, and Sergeants [Judson A.] Lewis, Company C, and [Daniel] 
Eder, Company D, were killed. Our gallant soldiers seemed determined to get inside the fort 
by some means. Not being able to scale its walls, they tried to dig them down, and not 
succeeding in this, they hailed with cheers the cannon which had been ordered up, and two of 
the companies of my regiment (B and E) dragged it up the hill to the walls of the fort, where it 
was most vigorously served. It was too late in the day, however, to accomplish the desired 
result. Heavy re-enforcements poured in to aid the enemy, and all that we could do was, with 
the aid of a covering brigade, to retire in good order. The fire of musketry was the hottest that 
I have ever seen, and the bravery of our soldiers under it is beyond all praise. 
 
All of my officers behaved with distinguished gallantry. Lieut.-Col. Vilas and Maj. Hill proved 
themselves to be brave and skillful leaders, and handled the men intrusted to their charge 
with much skill. 
 
Being in command of the reserve, my work principally consisted in guarding against attempts 
of the enemy to turn our right flank, several of which were made, and all of which failed. 
 
Our total killed, wounded, and missing in these engagements were: 

Engagements Killed Wounded Missing 

May 1, at Port Gibson   1   

May 16, at Midway Hill   3   

May 17, at Black River Bridge   1 1 

May 20, at Vicksburg 3 14   

May 22, at Vicksburg 2 28 2 

Total 5 47 3 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. J. GUPPEY, Col., Commanding. 
Lieut. R. CONOVER, Acting Assistant Adjutant-Gen. 
Source: Official Records CHAP. XXXVI.] BATTLE OF CHAMPION'S HILL, MISS. PAGE 38-
37 [Series I. Vol. 24. Part II, Reports. Serial No. 37.] 
 
 
Report of Maj. Joseph E. Greene, Twenty-third Wisconsin Infantry, of engagement at 
Sabine Cross-Roads. 
HDQRS. TWENTY-THIRD Regt. WIS. VOL. INFY., Grand Ecore, La., April 12, 1864. 
SIR: In compliance with circular from your headquarters, I have the honor to make the 
following report of the part taken by this command in the campaign from Natchitoches to 
Sabine Cross-Roads: 
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On the 5th instant I received marching orders, and on the morning of the 6th, the regiment 
rejoined the First Brigade, Fourth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, and left Natchitoches, 
where it had been doing provost duty, at 7 a.m. We marched 17 miles that day, and went into 
camp. At 5.30 a.m., 7th instant, left camp and marched 18 miles to Pleasant Hill. Received 
orders that night to march at 5.30 a.m. in the morning. The order was countermanded and the 
hour for starting changed to 3 a.m. Started at the appointed time and marched about 8 miles, 
when we came up with Gen. Lee's cavalry, and immediately took the advance; were formed 
in line in an open field, left resting on the road, and ordered to support the skirmishers and 
advance with them. The regiment advanced in this way, alternately marching in line of battle 
through the thick woods and underbrush and by the flank in the road, until about 12 m., 
driving the enemy before us. Arriving at an open field near Sabine Cross-Roads, were formed 
in line on the left of the road, and ordered to advance and take position on a hill and support 
Nims' battery and two howitzers of Sixth Missouri Cavalry. Remained in position until about 4 
p.m., when the enemy were reported moving to attack us. One company was thrown out as 
skirmishers, but was soon compelled to fall back, the enemy appearing in view in force and 
pouring a hot fire into them. We held the position until the regiment on our right gave way, and 
then, being on the extreme left of the line of infantry, outflanked on both sides, and in 
imminent danger of capture, we were compelled to retire after all but one piece of the battery 
we were ordered to support was withdrawn. As we retired a destructive cross-fire swept 
through our ranks. 
 
Nearly all of the casualties (64 killed, wounded, and missing) were sustained by the regiment 
while endeavoring to hold its first position. Parts of the regiment were subsequently rallied 
under their different officers, moved forward to the edge of the woods, and there did their 
utmost to stem the advance of the enemy, until their ammunition became exhausted and they 
were again forced to fall back. Subsequently the regiment was rallied in rear of the position 
held by the Nineteenth Corps, and remained until ordered to march back to Pleasant Hill, 
which place was reached early on the following morning. From there we marched at about 
noon toward Natchitoches until 12 p.m. Started at sunrise 10th instant; marched 8 miles and 
camped; were detailed to guard prisoners; moved camp to cotton-gin on Grand Ecore road, 
and remained until sunrise the next day, when we rejoined the column and marched 12 miles 
to where we are now encamped. 
 
I have the honor to subscribe myself, very respectfully, 
 
JOS. E. GREENE, Maj., Cmdg. 
Lieut. HENRY P. AYRES, Acting Assistant Adjutant-Gen. 
Source: Official Records CHAP. XLVI.] THE RED RIVER CAMPAIGN. PAGE 298-61 [Series 
I. Vol. 34. Part I, Reports. Serial No. 61.] 
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Battles (where losses incurred) involving 23rd Infantry Regiment 

Location Date Killed Wounded POW Missing Losses 

Arkansas Post, AR 01/11/63 3 34 0 0 37 

Carrion Crow 

Bayou, LA 
11/03/63 5 38 38 0 81 

Champion Hills, 

MS 
05/16/63 0 3 1 0 4 

Fort Blakely, AL 04/07/65 1 2 0 0 3 

Jackson, LA 10/05/64 2 5 0 0 7 

Jackson, MS 07/10/63 0 7 0 0 7 

Port Gibson, MS 05/01/63 0 1 0 0 1 

Raymond, MS 05/12/63 0 1 0 0 1 

Sabine Cross 

Roads, LA 
04/08/64 4 17 32 3 56 

Spanish Fort, AL 04/08/65 0 4 0 0 4 

Vicksburg, MS 05/19/63 7 48 0 0 55 

Brigade, Division, Corps, and Army assignments for 23rd Infantry Regiment 

From To Brigade Division Corps Army/Department Comments 

10/07/62 10/14/62 2 2 
Army of 

Kentucky 
Army and Dept of Ohio New Organization 

10/14/62 11/13/62 1 1 
Army of 

Kentucky 
Army and Dept of Ohio   

11/01/62 12/18/62 1 10 13 
District and Army of West 

Tennessee 
  

12/18/62 01/04/63 1 1  W.T. Sherman's Yazoo 

Expedition 
  

01/04/63 08/07/63 1 10 13 Department of the Tennessee   

08/17/63 06/11/64 1 4 13 Army and Dept of the Gulf   

Jun 1864 08/18/64  
Defenses of 

New 

Orleans 

 Army and Dept of the Gulf   

08/17/64 
Oct 

1864 
Guppey's 

US Forces, 

Mobile Bay 
 Military Division West 

Mississippi 
  

08/18/64 
Aug 

1864 
3 2 19 Army and Dept of the Gulf   

Oct 1864 02/03/65  District 

Eastern AR 
7 Department of Arkansas   

02/03/65 02/18/65 3 1 Reserve Army and Dept of the Gulf   

02/18/65 Jul 1865 3 1 13 Army and Dept of the Gulf Mustered Out 
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Col. Joshua J. Guppey, Twenty-third Wisconsin Infantry 
HDQRS. TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT WISCONSIN VOLS., 

Near Vicksburg, Miss., May 25, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by this regiment in the battles that have taken place 

since the army landed in the State of Mississippi [only portions related to the Battle of Champion Hill are included by the 

editor]: 

On May 16, the regiment was engaged in the battle of Midway Hill. In the evening five companies were deployed as 
skirmishers, and afterward two companies were added to them. They did most efficient service in driving the enemy's 
skirmishers and gaining knowledge of his position. Captains Greene and Bull, who each commanded parties, displayed 
excellent conduct and judgment, and are entitled to great credit for their skill and bravery. Two companies of the enemy's 
skirmishers were literally cut to pieces, if the account of prisoners afterward taken may be believed. 

In the afternoon the regiment was placed in reserve and did little, except make an advance under a heavy fire from the 
enemy's artillery, to support the Eighty-third Ohio and Sixty-seventh Indiana. I believe the advance was made in a manner 
which met the approval of the general commanding. On May 17, the regiment took part in the battle of Black River Bridge, 
and constituted the reserve, when the Sixtieth Tennessee Regiment surrendered to the brigade; three hundred and sixty 
stands of arms captured, the destruction of which was assigned to this regiment, and they were accordingly destroyed 
under my supervision. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. J. GUPPEY, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

****************************************** 

Lieut. R. CONOVER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 

HDQRS. TWENTY-THIRD Regiment WISCONSIN VOL. INFANTRY, 
Arkansas Post, Ark., January 12, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by this regiment in the battle of 
the 11th instant, which resulted in the capture of Fort Hindman and the rebel troops stationed in and 
near it: 

The regiment was placed in reserve on the right of your brigade, but soon after the commencement of 
the battle it was ordered by you to take the advance, which it did. The enemy opened heavily upon it 
from the fort and rifle-pits as soon as our movement was visible to him, and as our first line was on 
ground that furnished but little cover I changed our front somewhat, and thereby obtained a better 
position for our intended advance. I then detached Company B, under First Lieutenant Duncan; 
Company G, under Second Lieutenant Dunham, and Company K, under First Lieutenant Fletcher, to 
take and hold several buildings in front of our left. 

At this time the Sixtieth Indiana, Colonel Owen, formed on our left, and the whole line, using all the 
cover furnished by the ground and maintaining a heavy fire, advanced slowly but steadily toward the 
works of the enemy, and step by step drove back his men toward their fortifications. The companies 
detached for that purpose, aided by a portion of the Sixtieth Indiana, took the buildings on our left, 
advanced beyond of the Sixtieth Indiana, took the buildings on our left, advanced beyond them, and 
kept p a steady fire on the enemy. Our line continued to move forward till the rebel troops in our front 
were driven inside their works. After this was done our fire was principally directed to the men serving 
the enemy's guns on the walls of his fortification, and was continued with vigor and effect till the 
Nineteenth Kentucky relieved us in order that we might obtain more ammunition. 

You afterward put us in position to take part in storming the fort, but the white flag was raised on it 
before we moved forward. 
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During a large portion of the time the regiment was under fire you were so situated that you could 
observe its bearing, and it is therefore unnecessary for me to say anything about it. All of the officers 
who were present during the entire engagement behaved with marked gallantry and good judgment, 
and if I named one I should name all. 

Casualties: Killed, 4; wounded, 33. Total, 37.* 

The regiment took into action 21 commissioned officers and 492 men. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. J. GUPPEY, 

Colonel, Commanding Twenty-third Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. 

Brigadier-General BURBRIDGE, 

Commanding First Brigade, First Division. 

****************************************** 
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THE BATTLE OF BUZZARD'S PRAIRIE, LOUISIANA 

 

The Battle of Buzzard's Prairie, Louisiana. The Chretien Point plantation 

can be seen in the distance. (Frank Leslie's Illustrated News) 

By Mike Jones  

          The Battle of Buzzard's Prairie occurred on October 15, 1863 on the grounds  of Chretien Point 
Plantation near modern day Sunset, Louisiana. It was part of the Great Texas Overland Expedition in 
the fall of that year when the occupying Federal Army in New Orleans was trying to invade Texas 
across the Cajun prairies and bayous of Southwest Louisiana. 

          The expedition force in this battle was made up of part of Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Bank's Army 
of the Gulf and led in the field by Maj. Gen. William B. Franklin. Opposing the invaders was the 
Confederate cavalry division of Brig. Gen. Thomas Green. The three Federal divisions in the battle 
were those of Brig. Gen. Stephen Burbridge's 4th Division, 13th Corps, men from Illinois, Indiana, 
Ohio, Wisconsin, and Kentucky; Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel's 1st Division, 19th Corps, men from New 
York, Massachusetts, Connecticut  and Vermont; and Brig. Gen. Cuvier Grover's 3rd Division, 19th 
Corps, men from New York, Massachusetts, Maine, and New Hampshire. 

          The Confederate force was made up of Green's Cavalry Division, including the 1st Cavalry 
Brigade of Col. Arthur P. Bagby, including the 4th, 5th, and 7th Texas Cavalry regiments; 2nd Cavalry 
Regiment (Arizona brigade); 13th Texas "Horse" Battalion; 2nd Louisiana Cavalry and the Valverde 
Battery. Also in the division was the 2nd Cavalry Brigade of Col. John P. Major, made up of the  1st 
Regiment (Lane's) Partisan Rangers; 3rd Regiment (Arizona brigade) Partisan Rangers; 6th 
Regiment (Stone's) Partisan Rangers; and Capt. Oliver Semmes' 1st Confederate Battery. 

         The battlefield was an open prairie in front of the Chretien plantation, near Bayou Bourbeau, 
and the road from Opelousas to Vermilionville (modern day Lafayette). The Federals had been 
camped the previous night, stretched across the road and along Bayou Carencro. Green had moved 
up the previous day and camped his division behind Bayou Bourbeau and along the plantation road. 

      Early in the morning of the 15th of October, Green advanced the 4th, 5th and 7th Texas cavalry 
regiments to a plantation fence bordering the prairie. He placed Semmes' Battery on the left and the 
Valverde Battery on the right. Col. William Polk "Gotch" Hardeman of the 4th Texas, led a contingent 
of skirmisher, made up of one company from each regiment, out onto the prairie the lure the Federals 
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into attacking the strong Confederate position. General Franklin took the bait and ordered out 
Weitzel's Division to attack across the open prairie, supported by artillery batteries. Advancing in full 
battle order with flags flying, the Federals crossed the prairie and easily pushed the Confederate 
skirmishers back to the fence line. 

       The horse soldiers of the 4th, 5th and 7th Texas cavalry regiments then made a wild dash and 
full-throated "Rebel Yell" on the right of Weitzel's line.  The soldiers from New York and 
Massachusetts became panic-stricken and the  Yankee right collapsed. Coming to the rescue for the 
Federals was Lt. William Marland of Nim's Battery who stopped the rout and drove the Confederates 
back with grape and cannister, as well as exploding an ammunition chest of Semmes' Battery. 

       The battle then settled into an exchange of musket and cannon fire that lasted several hours. 
While the Federals had overwhelming numbers, Franklin did not order another full-strength attack 
until about 10 o'clock that morning, led by the Mid-Westerners of Burbridge's Brigade. The 
Confederates withdrew behind Bayou Bourbeau while Hardeman had the 7th Texas Cavalry slow 
down the Yankees from concealed positions, around the Chretien Plantation. The 7th then withdrew 
across the bayou and the 4th and 5th Texas began skirmishing with the Mid-Westerners to slow their 
advance. Green's men were driven off, but he accomplished his goal of taking the measure of the 
Federal Army's strength.  

  

Chretien Point Plantation 
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