
George F. Braley 
U.S.N. 

 
 

Residence Rochester MA; a 24-year-old Farmer. 
 

Enlisted on 10/15/1861 as a Private. 
 

On 10/15/1861 he mustered into "Read's" Co. MA 3rd Cavalry 
He was discharged for disability on 6/15/1862 at New Orleans, LA 

 
On 10/26/1864 he was commissioned into US Navy 

He was discharged on 10/1/1866 
 

(As: "George F. Brailey")

 
Ranks in Navy 

 

Acting Ensign 10/26/1864 
 

Ships served on in Navy 
 

  USS SAVANNAH  (School Ship) 10/21/1864 - 11/09/1864  
  USS CORNUBIA                          11/10/1864 - 07/24/1865  
  USS PAMPERO                           07/25/1865 - 07/28/1866 
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ACTING ENSIGN GEORGE F. BAYLEY  
MODEL 1852 NAVAL OFFICERS SWORD 

 
This is an Ames M1852 Naval Officer’s sword identified to Acting Ensign George F. Bayley. He 
initially enlisted in the Massachusetts 3rd cavalry, but was discharged for disabilities on 16 June, 
1862 at New Orleans Louisiana. He later accepted a commission in the United States Navy as an 
Acting Ensign and serve on the USS Cornubia & USS Pampero. 1864-1866. Bayley had his name 
and service period etching on his sword.  

 

The etching is in Old English script inside a rectangular panel above the original Ames etching. The 
marker mark is faint, but readable with magnification. The brass guard and pommel cap retain 100% 
original gold wash; the grip and wire are 100% original and complete; and there is a period replaced 
leather blade washer, which holds it all tightly together. The blade showed wear with period 
sharpening and some minor small nicks.  
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3rd Regiment, Massachusetts Cavalry 
OVERVIEW: 

Organized as 41st Massachusetts Infantry. Designation changed to 3rd Cavalry June 17, 1863. Company "A," 
33rd Massachusetts Infantry, assigned as Company "I." 2nd Battalion, Massachusetts Cavalry, assigned as 
Companies "L" and "M." Attached to 2nd Brigade, 4th Division, 19th Army Corps, Army of the Gulf, to June, 
1863. Cavalry Brigade, Dept. of the Gulf, to July, 1863. Defenses of New Orleans to August, 1863. Cavalry 
Brigade, District of Port Hudson, La., Dept. of the Gulf, to October, 1863. Unattached, Cavalry Division, Dept. 
of the Gulf, to January, 1864. 4th Brigade, Cavalry Division, Dept. of the Gulf, to June, 1864. 2nd Brigade, 2nd 
Division, 19th Army Corps, Dept. of the Gulf and Army of Shenandoah, Middle Military Division, to February, 
1865. Reserve Cavalry Brigade, Army of Shenandoah, to April, 1865. Defenses of Washington, D. C., 22nd 
Army Corps, to June, 1865. Dept. of Missouri to September, 1865. 

SERVICE: 
Siege of Port Hudson, La., June 17-July 9, 1863. Duty at Port Hudson till January, 1864, scouting, outpost, and 
patrol duty. Action at Jackson August 3, 1863. Plain's Store November 30. Ordered to New Orleans, La., 
January 2, 1864. Duty at Carrollton till February 29. March to Berwick and Brashear City February 29-March 
10. Red River Campaign March 10-May 22. Advance from Franklin to Alexandria March 14-26. Monett's Ferry 
and Cloutiersville March 29-30. Natchitoches March 31. Crump's Hill, Piney Woods, April 2. Bayou de Paul, 
Carroll's Mills, April 8. Sabine Cross Roads April 8. Pleasant Hill April 9. Natchitoches April 19. Monett's 
Bluff, Monett's Ferry, April 23. Hudnot's Plantation and Alexandria May 1. Mansura May 4. Retreat to 
Morganza May 13-20. Mansura May 16. Moreauville May 17. Yellow Bayou May 18. Dismounted June 25 and 
equipped as Infantry. Moved from Morganza to New Orleans, La, July 3; thence to Fortress Monroe, Va., and 
Washington, D. C., July 15-28. Moved to Monocacy, Md., July 29; thence to Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 4. 
Sheridan's Shenandoah Valley Campaign August 7-November 28. Battle of Opequan, Winchester, September 
19. Fisher's Hill September 22. Battle of Cedar Creek October 19. At Cedar Creek till November 9. At Opequan 
Creek, near Winchester, till December 25. Moved to Stephenson's Landing, thence to Remount Camp, 
Pleasant Valley, Md., December 25-28, and duty there till February 24, 1865. Again, mounted and equipped as 
Cavalry February 15. Moved to Opequan Creek March 8. Scout to Front Royal March 16. Scout to Woodstock 
April 1. Duty at Cedar Creek, Edinburg, Winchester, and Berryville till April 20. Moved to Washington, D. C., 
April 20-22, and duty at Fall's Church till May 22. Grand Review May 23-24. Old members mustered out May 
20, 1865. Company "L" mustered out December 27, 1864, and Company "M" January 31, 1865. Duty at 
Bladensburg and Cloud's Mills till June 14. Moved to St. Louis, Mo., June 14-20; thence to Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, June 21-25. Regiment consolidated to 6 Companies July 21. March to Fort Kearney, Neb., July 27-
August 16. March to Cottonwood Springs, Colo., August 23-28; thence to Fort Kearney August 29-September 
1, and to Fort Leavenworth September 8-18. Mustered out September 28, 1865. Moved to Boston, Mass., 
September 29-October 5, and discharged October 8, 1865. 

Regiment lost during service 5 Officers and 101 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 2 Officers and 
180 Enlisted men by disease. Total 288. 

Predecessor units: 

MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEERS 

2nd BATTALION CAVALRY. 

Organized at Camp Chase, Lowell, Mass. Company "A" November 15, Company "B" December 27 and 
Company "C" December 6, 1861. Moved to Boston January 2, 1862; thence sailed to Fortress Monroe, Va., 
and Ship Island, Miss., January 13, arriving at Ship Island February 12. Attached to Phelp's 1st Brigade (Co. 
"A"), Williams' 2nd Brigade (Co. "B") and Shipley's 3rd Brigade (Co. "C"), Dept. of the Gulf, to September, 
1862. Sherman's 2nd Division, 19th Army Corps, Dept. of the Gulf (Co. "A"), to June, 1863. Weitzel's Reserve 
Brigade, Dept. of the Gulf, to January, 1863 (Co. "B"). 1st Division, 19th Army Corps, Dept. of the Gulf, to 
June, 1863 (Co. "B"). Defences New Orleans, Dept. of the Gulf, to May, 1863 (Co. "C"). Cavalry Brigade, 19th 
Army Corps, Dept. of the Gulf, to June, 1863 (Co. "C"). 
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https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battles-detail.htm?battleCode=la019
https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battles-detail.htm?battleCode=la021
https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battles-detail.htm?battleCode=la022
https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battles-detail.htm?battleCode=la023
https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battles-detail.htm?battleCode=va119
https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battles-detail.htm?battleCode=va120
https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battles-detail.htm?battleCode=va122


SERVICE: 
At Ship Island, Miss., till April, 1862. Occupation of New Orleans, La., May. Battle of Baton Rouge, La., August 
5 (Co. "B"). St. Charles Court House August 29 (Co. "B"). Operations in LaFourche District October 24-
November 6 (Co. "B"). Affair at Plaquemine December 31 (Co. "C"). Operations on Bayou Plaquemine and the 
Black and Atchafalaya Rivers February 12-28, 1863 (Co. "B"). Operations against Port Hudson March 7-27. 
Expedition to Hermitage Landing March 24 (Co. "B"). Operations in Western Louisiana April 9-May 14. Teche 
Campaign April 11-20. Fort Bisland April 12-13. Jeanerette April 14. Near Washington May 1. Boyce's Bridge, 
Cotile Landing, May 14. Siege of Port Hudson May 24-June 17. Expedition to Clinton June 3-8 (Co. "C"). 
Assigned to 3rd Massachusetts Cavalry June 17, 1863. Companies’ "A" and "B" as Company "M," and 
Company "C" as Company "L." (See 3rd Massachusetts Cavalry.) 

 

MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEERS 

41st REGIMENT INFANTRY. 

Organized at Lynnfield August 31 to November 1, 1862. Left State for New York November 5. Sailed for New 
Orleans, La., on Steamer "North Star" December 4, arriving December 15. Moved to Baton Rouge December 
16-17. Attached to Grover's Division, Dept. of the Gulf, to January, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 4th Division, 19th Army 
Corps, Dept. of the Gulf, to June, 1863. 

SERVICE: 
Duty at Baton Rouge to March 28, 1863. Expedition to Comite River March 9-10. Moved to Donaldsville March 
28. Operations in Western Louisiana April 9-May 14. Teche Campaign April 11-20. Irish Bend April 14. 
Destruction of salt works near Iberia April 18. Provost duty at Opelousas till May 11. Moved to Barre Landing 
May 11, thence with trains to Berwick May 21-26. Actions at Franklin and Centreville May 25. Moved to Algiers, 
thence to Port Hudson May 26-June 3. Designation of Regiment changed to 3rd Massachusetts Cavalry June 
17, 1863. (See 3rd Massachusetts Cavalry.) 
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Private George F. Braley 
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USS Savannah (1842) 
 

 
 

The second USS Savannah was a frigate in the United States Navy. She was named after the city 
of Savannah, Georgia. 

Savannah was begun in 1820 at the New York Navy Yard, but she remained on the stocks until 5 
May 1842, when she was launched. She was one of nine frigates to be built from a prototype design 
by naval architect William Doughty. 

Savannah, with Captain Andrew Fitzhugh in command, joined the Pacific Squadron as flagship in 
1844. As the prospect of war with Mexico became imminent, the Squadron moved into position off 
the California coast. On 7 July 1846, the Squadron captured Monterey without firing a shot. On 8 
September 1847, Savannah returned to New York for repairs. 

She served as flagship for the Pacific Squadron again from 1849–52. Repairs at Norfolk, Virginia took 
her into 1853, and on 9 August of that year, she sailed for a three-year cruise on the Brazil Station. In 
November 1856 she was inactivated, and in 1857, razeed, or reduced to a 24-gun sloop of war. She 
then served as flagship for the Home Squadron on the east coast of Mexico during 1859 and 1860. 

With the outbreak of the American Civil War in 1861, Savannah was deployed off the coast 
of Georgia, where she shared in the capture of two Confederate prizes, the schooner, E. J. 
Waterman, and the ship, Cheshire. On 11 February 1862, Savannah was taken out of active 
service and placed in use as an instruction and practice ship at the United States Naval 
Academy. 
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USS Cornubia (1858) 
 
The SS Cornubia was built in Hayle, Cornwall, by Harvey & Co. in 1858 as a packet ship 
and ferry for the Hayle Steam Packet Company. Sleek and painted white, with two funnels mounted 
close together amidships and with a high bridge over her paddle wheels, she plied the Hayle/St Ives 
to Bristol route in the days when the Great Western Railway had not penetrated as far as West 
Cornwall. 
 
She was given the name Cornubia from the Latinised name for Cornwall and was a fast iron paddle 
steamer, long and narrow at 210 ft (64 m) long and with a 24 ft 6 in (7.47 m) beam. Her Harveys-built 
twin oscillating side-wheel engines with four boilers and 9 ft (2.7 m) stroke produced 230 hp (170 kW) 
and was capable of propelling the vessel at over 18 kn (21 mph; 33 km/h). Her shallow, 9 ft (2.7 m) 
draft was initially designed to cope with the shallow harbours in Cornwall, but proved to be very useful 
in her later life. 

 
Confederate Navy Service 

 

During the American Civil War, agents for the Confederacy purchased Cornubia and took her over 
the Atlantic where she was officially renamed Lady Davis though by all accounts her old 
name Cornubia was also commonly used. She proved to be a very good investment. Her speed, 
maneuverability and shallow draft making her an excellent blockade runner. She successfully avoided 
and outran Union forces on 22 occasions bringing vital supplies to the confederate army at 
Wilmington. 
 
On her 23rd run on 8 November 1863, however luck ran out for Cornubia. She was pursued 
by Niphon and was forced to run up onto the beach at New Inlet. The ship's captain, Richard Gayle, 
the ship's carpenter and one seaman remained onboard and helped other crew and passengers to 
escape to shore. 
 
Later that same day, James Adger arrived on the scene and on the rising tide towed the still-
intact Cornubia free. She was then sent to Boston as a Prize together with the bags of waterlogged 
mail. The abandoned mail proved to be a vital aid to the Union, gaining an insight into the 
Confederacy plans and in particularly the role that British seamen were taking in blockade running. 
 

Union Navy Service 
 

Cornubia was purchased from the Boston Prize court and then commissioned in the Union Navy on 
17 March 1864 and assigned to the role of blockading the waters around Mobile and Pensacola, 
before later being reassigned to the coast of Texas. The blockade runner had now become a 
blockader. 
 
On 21 April 1865, Cornubia captured the blockade-running schooner Chaos. On 24 
May, Cornubia captured the guard boat Le Compt where a cache of arms was found. Later the same 
day, Cornubia assisted Princess Royal in the pursuit and sinking of the Confederate 
steamer Denbigh. 
 
Following the evacuation of Galveston on 22 May, Cornubia was put on duty removing the harbour 
obstructions. On 3 August, Cornubia was officially decommissioned from the Union Navy and was 
sold on 25 October. 
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USS Pampero 
USS Pampero was a large (1,375 long tons (1,397 t)) and capacious ship-rigged vessel purchased 
by the Union Navy during the American Civil War. She was used by the Navy as a storeship to 
provision the fleet and as a collier to supply the fleet’s need for coal for their steam engines. 

She served in, and supplied, several blockades, including those Union ships in the Gulf of 
Mexico which were patrolling off various Gulf ports of the Confederate States of America. 

Pampero, a wooden, ship-rigged vessel launched at Mystic, Connecticut on 18 August 1853 by 
Charles Mallory, was purchased by the Navy at New York City on 7 July 1861 from J. Bishop & Co.; 
and commissioned in August 1861, Acting Master Charles W. Lamson in command. Pampero was 
assigned to the Gulf Blockading Squadron for service as a storeship and collier, and arrived off Fort 
Pickens, Florida on 19 September. She supplied the ships and bases of the Squadron until it was 
divided in February 1862. She was then placed in the West Gulf Blockading Squadron and 
supporting Rear Admiral David Farragut’s operations through much of the war, making occasional 
voyages north to replenish. She decommissioned at New York City on 20 July 1866 and was sold at 
auction there on 1 October 1867. 
 

• Laid down, date unknown, as the wooden ship Pampero at Mystic CT. by Charles Mallory 
Launched, 18 August 1853 

 

• Purchased for the Navy by George D. Morgan, 7 July 1861, at New York from J. Bishop & Co. 
for $29,000 

 

• Commissioned USS Pampero in August 1861, Acting Master Charles W. Lamson in command 
 

• USS Pampero was assigned to the Gulf Blockading Squadron for service as a storeship and 
collier, and arrived off Ft. Pickins, FL. 19 September 

 

• She supplied the ships and bases of the Squadron until it was divided in February 1862 
 

• She was then reassigned to the West Gulf Blockading Squadron and supporting Farragut's  
 

• Operations through much of the war, making occasional voyages north to replenish 
 

• Decommissioned, 20 July 1866, at New York 

• Sold at public auction, 1 October 1867, at New York for $6,000 
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Acting Ensign  
George F. Braley 
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