
JAMES W. BRADY 
 

9TH MARYLAND INFANTRY 
 

Enlisted on 6/17/1863 as a Captain. 
 

On 6/17/1863 he was commissioned into "B" Co. Maryland 9th Infantry  
He was Mustered Out on 2/23/1864 at Baltimore, MD 
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PRESENTATION SWORD 
W. Clauberg of Solingen was a prolific supplier of swords and blades to the American market during 
the Civil War, specializing in higher-end swords, and many were etched on the ricasso by an 
American retailer: Tiffany and Schuyler, Hartley and Graham were just two U.S. firms using Clauberg 
swords or blades.  

 
This is a very good example of a Clauberg M1850 Foot Officer Sword, in that it omits the floating US 
in the guard, but might also be classed as a staff and field sword with the use of a metal scabbard 
and ornate mounts.  

 
The face of the pommel bears an eagle with 
raised wings in high relief on a stippled ground 
with curling feathery floral scrolls underneath, 
nested flowers down the back of the 
knucklebow, and more scrolling floral motifs in 
the openwork guard with the elements chased 
both inside and out, coming together on the 
quillon to form the neck feathers of an eagle’s 
head jutting forward. 

 

 

 

The hilt is deeply cast and chased, and has a 
pommel cap mounted with a ruby-red cabochon 
garnet gemstone. As well as a heavily knurled, 
turban-like base.  

 

The grip is silver, twisted with ridges and 
grooves with bands imitating brass wire 
binding.  

 

.  
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The blade is stamped on the obverse ricasso with firm name. “W / 
CLAUBERG / SOLINGEN” with the firm’s trademark standing knight, all in a 
vertical oval. 
 
A series of somewhat geometric floral scrolls is followed by a stand of arms 
with crossed pikes with banners, halberd at center, superimposed US shield 
and with an E PLURIBUS UNUM ribbon scroll at bottom, over which is a 
shaded, foliate “US.” 

This is followed by another series of geometric floral scrolls transitioning into a long, leafy vine or 
tendril. The obverse has a series of the same style floral scrolls leading up to a wide eagle with 
spread wings with an E PLURIBUS UNUM ribbon scroll around its neck, on a wreath consisting of an 
olive and an oak leaf branch. Over that hovers a large trophy of arms, mainly spears behind an oval 
shield, behind which rises a tall bundle of rods, the fasces of Republican Rome, bound with ribbon 
reading “IN HOC SIGNO VINCES” (In this sign you will conquer) and topped with a Liberty Cap. The 
panel then concludes with floral scrolls and vine like the reverse. The etching is fully visible. The 
blade is a mix of bright metal and the gray of the frosting. The edge and point are good. There is 
some shallow gray pitting, freckling in some dealer parlance, on either side, extend on the blade flats 
from the tip about halfway to the tip of the fuller.  

 

The brass scabbard is equally impressive, matches the hilt in having a medium, aged brass patina, 
and carries a deeply cast and chased throat with C-scrolls, figural ring mounts and  screw-fastened, 
boot-shaped drag. The upper mount incorporates a trophy of arms with spears, banners, trumpet, 
drum, helmet, and corselet. The middle mount has dense floral motifs bordering a recessed oval with 
an American eagle with US shield, arrows, and olive branch inside it in relief. The long drag has 
incised C-scrolls and floral scrolls in relief surrounding an officer with boots and kepi advancing with 
raised US flag clearly showing the stars in its canton, all on a stippled ground matched by the wide 
band at the top of drag, securing it to the scabbard with a screw on the reverse. The reverse of the 
scabbard, is relatively plain, though the raised floral motifs on the throat and band of the drag go all 
the way around and the upper ring mount is incised with a shield shaped panel above and below, like 
to allow for an inscription. In this case, however, the inscription has been placed on the obverse, 
between the ring mounts, certainly to make it more visible, with the recipient’s name in Old English 
and the rest in script: 

 

“Presented to / Capt. Jas. W. Brady / Company B 9th Md Infy. / Harper’s Ferry, Va. / Oct 28 1863.”  
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JAMES W. BRADY 
 

James Wolfe Brady was born in Massachusetts in 1826 and in 1850 was a student at Lawrence 
Academy in Groton, Mass., when he married Martha Mason, a Baltimore native and moved there with 
her shortly thereafter. He was studying law, but put his career plans on hold and he shows up as a 
bookkeeper in the Baltimore directory of 1860. He apparently resumed his legal studies soon after for 
his obituary states that he had been reading law in the Baltimore office of Judge Price when he again 
interrupted his studies to enlist in the army in 1863. 

An undated CDV of him 
in civilian clothes is 
inscribed  “Ex Captain 
Company Governor’s 
Guard.” It sold at 
auction with a red kepi 

It could postdate his 
service in the 
volunteers, but the fact 
he enrolled as a 
Captain suggests he 
had previous military 
experience.  

He certainly witnessed 
some action anyway for 
his obituary states that 
Luther Ladd, the first 
Union soldier killed in 
action, died in his arms 
during the attack on the 6th Mass as it marched through 
Baltimore in April 1861 (thought the paper got the date wrong.)  
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Brady enrolled in the 9th Maryland Infantry on June 17, 1863, mustering into Co. B as the Captain. 
The regiment was raised for 6 months service during the Gettysburg campaign with the Baltimore 
“Independent Grays” as its nucleus.  

In the rush to get the regiment into the field, it left Baltimore for Sandy Hook, MD, before being fully 
organized and seems to have fielded only nine companies. They became part of the Division of West 
Virginia, joining troops under French, reoccupying Maryland Heights above Harper’s Ferry and then 
crossing the river to camp on Loudon Heights.  

Brady and Company B were initially posted at Duffield’s Station on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
just northwest of Harper’s Ferry, where in mid-August he was an Acting Provost Marshal and in 
command of Companies B and C.  

On September 30 he was assigned to duty as Provost Marshal in Harper’s Ferry itself, where he 
served until returning to Baltimore for muster out with Company A on February 23, 1864. Company A 
was one of only three companies present to be discharged.  

The other six had been sent to Charlestown in August and on October 18 were captured there by 
Imboden’s cavalry brigade aiming to draw Union troops away from Lee during his thrust around 
Meade in the Bristoe Station Campaign. “The Union Army” maintains that, “of the prisoners not more 
than one-half ever returned home, the others dying in southern prisons. The Civil War Data base 
notes 2 killed or mortally wounded and 4 wounded during their service with 141 taken prisoner. Fox, 
Regimental Losses notes the two battle deaths and lists 124 other fatalities by sickness, disease, and 
other causes. We presume the majority were among the captured contingent of the regiment. 

We find Brady listed in the 1864 and 1865 Baltimore directories simply as Capt. James W. Brady, 
without occupation, indicating his pride of service or activity in the militia. In addition to service as 
captain in the Governor’s Guard at some point, he was Major of the 6th Maryland National Guard and 
the “Baltimore City Zouaves” in 1867. He never did become a lawyer. 

After the war he tried the wholesale liquor business for a time, and the “cracker business” with a 
James D. Mason, perhaps an in-law. In 1873, however, he took a job as clerk in the Sixth Auditor’s 
Office in Washington, where he worked until his death in 1896, taking up his legal studies again just 
long enough to get a Bachelor’s degree in Law from the “National University of Law” in 1878, but 
seeming never to have passed the bar or practiced.  

He maintained a residence in Catonsville, MD, at least from 1881 or so, apparently working in 
Washington during the week and returning home on weekends. He died on a Washington city street 
car, apparently on his way to work after Christmas at home. He was survived by his wife and three 
daughters, the only children to survive past infancy out of ten born to the couple. We are aware of a 
few other items out there that belonged to Brady- a set of captain’s shoulder straps, a hat cord, red 
chasseur cap, and the civilian photo mentioned above.  
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FINE IDENTIFIED RED CHASSEUR’S CAP  
& 

ARCHIVE, 9TH MARYLAND INFANTRY 

Rare red quatrefoiled Baltimore made cap is from direct descent of James. Other personal effects 
include 2 captain’s Smith patent shoulder straps, hat cord (GAR), patent papers, and copies of family 
letters, newspaper obituary. There is also included a fine CDV of Brady with ink inscription. This 
grouping was part of the late Arthur “Gil” Barrett and he displayed this as part of his Maryland 
collection for many years.  

James W. Brady (1829-1896) entered service as captain June 17, 1863 and commanded 2 
companies of 9th Maryland infantry in Dept. of W. Virginia. Brady was detached as Provost Marshall 
of Harper’s Ferry September 30, 1863 till mustering out February 23, 1864. The 9th MD lost 124 men 
in their short time in service, 2 killed at battle of Charleston and 122 died in camp from disease. 

 

These items were sold at auction in 2023 
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Group portrait of Colonel B. L. Simpson 

and officers of the 9th Maryland Volunteers 
 

 

 

 

 

Portrait of Colonel B. L. Simpson, at left, and nine other officers of the 9th Regiment Maryland Volunteer Infantry. 

The men wear their uniforms and sit in a semi-circle on the ground, one of which may be Captain James W. Brady. 
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9TH MARYLAND INFANTRY REGIMENT 
The 9th Maryland Infantry Regiment lost 2 enlisted men killed or mortally wounded and 124 enlisted men 
to disease during the Civil War. 

1863 

June – July Organized at Baltimore, Maryland for six months service under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin L. Simpson. 

• Company A – Captain Stephen W. Jones 
• Company B – Captain James W. Brady 
• Company C – Captain Thomas Clowdsley 
• Company D – Captain William E. Conoway 
• Company E – Captain John B. Herold 
• Company F – Captain Martin Callahan 
• Company G – Captain Perley R. Lovejoy 
• Company H – Captain Jonathan P. Cummlns 
• Company I – Captain J. Marche McComas 

July 6 Moved from Baltimore to Western Maryland. Attached to 1st Brigade, Maryland 
Heights Division, Department of of West Virginia. 

July 7 Occupation of Maryland Heights 

July At Loudon Heights. Guard duty on Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. Company “B” at 
Duffield Station, Company “C” at Brown’s Crossing, Companies “A” and “B” 
provost duty at Harper’s Ferry, Companies D, E, F, G, H and I at Charleston, W. 
Va. 

August 17 Lieutenant Colonel Simpson was promoted to colonel. Captain Thomas Cloudsley 
of Company C was promoted to lieutenant colonel and Royal W. Church to major. 

Mid-August Companies D, E, F, G, H and I were ordered to Charles Town. 

October 18 Companies C, D, E, F, G, H and I were attacked by the Confederates of 
Imboden’s Mounted Infantry Brigade with attached cavalry and artillery. The 
companies were captured along with the rest of the Charles Town garrison. Half 
the captured men would die in captivity. Captain Horace Noble of Company C 
was wounded and taken prisoner. Captain Perley R. Lovejoy of Company G was 
wounded. Lieutenant Alfred S. Cooper of Company I was captured. 

October-
February 

Companies A, B and C continued duty in West Virginia 

December Assigned to 1st Brigade, 1st Division, Department of West Virginia 

1864 

February 24 Moved to Baltimore and mustered out 
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9th Regiment, Maryland Infantry 

(6 months, 1863-1864) 
 

NINTH REGIMENT INFANTRY 

THE Ninth Regiment of Infantry was organized at Baltimore, Md., in June and July, 
1868, to serve for a period of six months, in accordance with the proclamation of the 
President of the United States, dated June 15, 1863, calling for additional troops to 
repel the Confederate Armies then invading Maryland and Pennsylvania. All of the 
companies were recruited in Baltimore City, excepting Company I, which was raised in 
Baltimore County. This regiment consisted of nine companies. 

On the 6th day of July, 1863, before its organization was completed, the 9th Regiment 
left Baltimore with instructions to join the Union Army, then operating in Western 
Maryland. It was assigned to General French's Division and took part in the movement 
that drove the enemy from Maryland Heights. 

The 9th Regiment subsequently crossed the Potomac River at Harper's Ferry, and 
occupied Louden Heights, Va. 

Subsequently Company B was stationed at Duffield, and Company C at Brown 
Crossing, to protect the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. Company B was then ordered to 
Harper's Ferry, Va., and performed provost duty, being relieved by Company A. 

About the middle of August, 1863, Companies D, E, F, G, H and I were ordered to 
occupy Charlestown, Va., and remained thereat until October 18, 1863, when they 
were attacked by the enemy, under General Imboden, with a brigade of mounted 
infantry, with Major Harry Gilmor's Battalion of Maryland Cavalry (Confederate) and a 
battery of artillery. 

The regiment made a gallant stand, but were speedily surrounded by an overwhelming 
force and captured. Of the number captured not more than one-half ever returned to 
their homes, but perished by reason of the hardships and privations experienced in 
Southern prisons. Companies A, B and C continued on duty in Virginia until the 
expiration of their term of service, when they proceeded to Baltimore and were duly 
mustered out of the military service February 24, 1864. 

The 9th Regiment incurred death casualties as follows, viz.: Killed in battle, two (2) 
enlisted men; died of wounds, disease, etc., one hundred and twenty-four (124) men; 
or a total death list of one hundred and twenty-six (126) men 
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MARYLAND 
NINTH INFANTRY 

(Six Months) 
 
Ninth Infantry. - Col., Benjamin L. Simpson; Lieut.-Col., Thomas Cloudsley; Maj., Royal W. Church.  
This regiment was organized under the call of June 15, 1863, for emergency troops to repel the 
Confederate forces then invading Maryland and Pennsylvania, and was mustered into the United 
States service for a period of six months.  It consisted of nine companies, eight of which were raised 
in the city of Baltimore and the other in Baltimore County.  On July 6, 1863, before the organization 
was completed, the regiment left Baltimore and joined Gen. French's division, which drove the 
Confederates from Mary-land heights, after which it crossed the Potomac and occupied Loudoun 
heights.  Companies A, B and C were later engaged in guarding the Baltimore & Ohio railroad and in 
doing guard duty at Harper's Ferry, and about the middle of August the remainder of the regiment 
was ordered to occupy Charlestown, W. Va., where it was attacked on Oct. 18 by the Confederates 
under Gen. Imboden.  Although the 9th made a gallant stand it was overpowered by superior 
numbers and captured.  Of the prisoners not more than one-half ever returned to their homes, the 
others dying in Southern prisons.  Companies A, B and C remained on duty in Virginia until the 
expiration of their term of enlistment, and were mustered out at Baltimore on Feb. 24, 1864.  
 
Source: The Union Army, vol. 2 
 
************************************************************************ 
 
  Report of Col. Benjamin L. Simpson, Ninth Maryland Infantry. 
 
  CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., 
  October 18, 1863. 
  SIR: I have the honor to report to you that at ten minutes past 5 o'clock this morning the enemy 
commenced driving in my pickets. I immediately started a messenger to headquarters to notify you of 
the fact that I was surrounded by a force reported to number 2,000 men, with six pieces of artillery. 
  
I at once mustered my force and occupied the court-house, my number being some 300 men. The 
enemy sent in a flag of truce demanding an unconditional surrender of the forces at Charleston. I 
replied that if they wanted Charlestown to come and take it. I sent out a cavalry force to feel the 
enemy, and they found the place  surrounded by the rebels, with artillery on the north and south sides 
and a heavy cavalry and infantry force on the Harper's Ferry pike,  masked in the woods. The enemy 
sent in another flag of truce to notify the women and children to leave the town. Before the bearer 
could turn around to find out the time allowed, they began shelling us from their battery on the north 
side of the town. After remaining some time, and finding that every shot took effect upon the  court-
house, I ordered the officers to form their men in column in the street, but with all my efforts and the 
officers assisting me, it  was impossible to do it. The men broke and ran in every direction. The 
enemy also opened the battery on the south side of the town. 
 
I lost 4 wagons, 2 ambulances, and all the Government stores 
I had on hand. My loss in men will, I think, amount to 250 in killed, wounded, and missing. 
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Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
 
B. L. SIMPSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Ninth Maryland Regiment. 
 
Lieut. SAML. F. WOODS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
 
Source:  Official Records 
PAGE 489-48   OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA.   [CHAP. XLI. 
[Series I. Vol. 29. Part I, Reports. Serial No. 48.] 
 
************************************************************************************ 
    
Review by Judge-Advocate-General Joseph Holt, U. S. Army, of the proceedings of a court of inquiry, 
convened by Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, commanding the Department of West Virginia, the 
request of Col. Benjamin L. Simpson, Ninth Maryland Infantry, to investigate the circumstances 
attending the surprise and capture of Charlestown, W. Va., October 18, 1863. 
 
       *     *     *     *     *     *     * 
 
OPINION OF THE COURT. 
  
The undersigned have obtained all the evidence in this case which has been attainable. They have 
carefully considered and compared it, and in obedience to the order convening them respectfully 
express their opinion to be: 
 
That the surprise and capture of the greater part of the forces under the command of Col. Benjamin L. 
Simpson, Ninth Maryland Infantry, at Charlestown, Va., on the morning of the 18th day of October 
ultimo, were inevitable, because of the peculiar location of the place, which, surrounded by an open 
country for several miles on all sides, and approachable by a large number of roads from all 
directions, was easy to be flanked and surrounded, and because of the superior force by which it was 
attacked and of the inferior force for its defense. The rebel attacking force was 2,000 men, with six 
pieces of artillery. The defending force, under the command of Colonel Simpson, consisted of 375 
infantry and 75 or 80 cavalry. Although the pickets of Colonel Simpson were posted not so far out as 
at first view might seem to have been desirable, yet when the smallness of his force and the circuit of 
his picket lines, extending as they were established 3 miles, are taken into account, it is not perceived 
how he can be justly held blamable for not extending them farther. The proof shows that General 
Lockwood when in command directed one of the posts to be drawn in from what he considered it is 
too great exposure. That they were driven in simultaneously  and rapidly was due to the location of 
Charlestown, and the fact that the enemy had availed of it to post his forces around it on all sides 
during the darkness of the night of the 17th, and so to be ready for attack on each picket post at the 
same moment, which it may well be inferred had been previously fixed on. Colonel Simpson's infantry 
force consisted of part of the Ninth Maryland Volunteers, which had been in the service but two 
months and had not been under fire before. The exposure to an artillery fire as described in the 
testimony, whilst the enemy approached their position by cross and by streets, keeping concealed 
from view and refusing fair combat, was well calculated to demoralize new troops. Still a very painful 
feature of the affair was the disorganized condition of the men from the time they left the yard of the 
court-house to the time of their capture. In such a case the undersigned are of opinion that the field 
and line officers should have enforced the orders given to form column and line respectively, and 
should have maintained military order and decorum and consequent efficiency, by such use of their 
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side-arms upon their own men as might have been necessary to accomplish these results. In such 
case the worst enemies to the whole theory and spirit of the Army Regulations are those men who 
refuse from any cause compliance with the first paragraph of the first article of those regulations, and 
such enemies should be met and subdued by all the means at command of their officers. The 
undersigned are not aware that the course of action indicated has been recognized as a general rule 
governing officers under like circumstances, and they cannot therefore feel justified in censuring 
Colonel Simpson or his officers for having failed to pursue a course consonant with their opinions but 
not demanded by a generally recognized rule, whilst they think it unfortunate that it did not occur to 
them to resort to it. They entertain no doubt, however, that whatever might have been the action of 
Colonel Simpson and his officers in this respect, the result would have been the same. The capture 
was inevitable, from the superior force of the enemy and its success in having selected its  positions 
without hindrance, because of the facilities before alluded  to. All the facts and circumstances 
considered together, the undersigned think that no blame can justly be attached to Colonel Simpson 
on account of the surprise and capture of Charlestown, Va., on the 18th October last. 
 
There is a feature of this transaction which the undersigned think ought not to be passed without 
notice. It is a clearly established fact that the rebel forces, commanded by General Imboden, did, on 
the occasion referred to, shell Charlestown whilst it was occupied by women and children without 
allowing time for their possible removal from the localities shelled. And it is notorious that the 
population of Charlestown is composed, almost wholly, of active, or warmly sympathizing, co-laborers 
and friends of General Imboden  in the work of rebellion. And this was done by a general with a force 
of 2,000 men and six pieces of artillery attacking a force of 450 men with not one piece of artillery. It 
is irresistibly inferable that the object of the rebel commander was the capture of the force, so greatly 
inferior to his own, before that force could receive re-enforcements to put it on an equality with his, 
and so have opportunity for a fair, equal, and manly fight; and that, to the accomplishment of this 
object, he did not hesitate to sacrifice the safety of the women and children of the--by him and them--
claimed Southern Confederacy. In fact, within a short period after the accomplishment of this feat, the 
entire force of General Imboden retreated rapidly before the charge of Major Cole's battalion of about 
300 men, which had come up to Colonel Simpson's relief; and before that battalion and one regiment 
of infantry (the Thirty-fourth Massachusetts) and one battery of artillery (Miner's), which shortly after 
came up, all under command of Col. George D. Wells, commanding First Brigade, and numbering 
less than 700 men all told, he continued industriously. His retreat, with his 2,000 men and six pieces 
of artillery,  for more than 9 miles, and until the pursuing force was recalled. 
 
The loss of Colonel Simpson's regiment at Charlestown was 2 men killed, 2 officers and 7 men 
wounded, 16 officers and 340 men captured; 4 wagons, 2 ambulances, and 20 horses, together with 
some arms, and the ammunition on the persons of the men, about 60 rounds each. 
 
There was but a small quantity of quartermaster's or other stores on hand. 
 
WM. P. MAULSBY, 
 Col. 1st Maryland P. H. B. Vols., President Court of Inquiry. 
 
FRANK A. ROLFE, 
Major First Massachusetts Heavy Artillery. 
 
W. B. CURTIS, 
Major Twelfth Regiment West Virginia Volunteer Infantry. 
   
[Indorsement.] 
 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
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 Cumberland, Md., December 22, 1863. 
 
The within proceedings of a court of inquiry convened at Harper's  Ferry, Va., to inquire into the facts 
and circumstances connected with the surprise and capture, on the 18th day of October last at 
Charlestown, Va., of the forces under the command of Col. Benjamin L. Simpson, Ninth Maryland 
Volunteers, are respectfully forwarded for the consideration of the honorable Secretary of War. 
 
After a careful perusal of the testimony adduced, I cannot concur  in the opinion expressed by the 
Court that no blame can justly be attached to Colonel Simpson on account of the surprise and 
capture of Charlestown, or that the capture was inevitable. I am of the opinion that Colonel Simpson 
was derelict in suffering his command to be surprised, and that he could and should have maintained 
himself in his position until he could have been relieved by the forces at Harper's Ferry, which were 
started to his assistance as soon as the cannonading of the enemy was heard at that place. I 
therefore respectfully recommend that Col. Benjamin L. Simpson, Ninth Maryland Volunteer Infantry, 
be dismissed from the service of the United States. 
 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 
 
REVIEW. 
 
JUDGE-ADVOCATE-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
January 23, 1864. 
 
The within is a record* of the proceedings of a court of inquiry convened at Harper's Ferry on the 13th 
of November at the request of Colonel Simpson, of the Ninth Maryland Volunteers, to investigate the 
facts and circumstances connected with the surprise and capture of Charlestown and the forces 
occupying it on the 18th of October, and to give an opinion in the case. 
 
From the evidence adduced the following facts appear: 
 
The village of Charlestown is built upon uneven ground, surrounded by wooded hills and valleys. 
There are eight roads leading to it from different directions, all connected by another, which at some 
distance from the town completely encircles it. On the 20th  of August Colonel Simpson was ordered 
by his brigade commander to proceed with the forces under him from Loudoun Heights and encamp 
in the woods on the east side of the village. After his arrival he received orders and instructions, some 
written, some  verbal, all of which do not appear in evidence from the fact that some of the originals 
and the books in which they were copied have been lost or captured. The general tenor or substance 
of all these material to the case in question were presented for the consideration of the Court. Up to 
the date of the capture they appear to have been carried out promptly as far as practicable, and the 
result communicated by Colonel Simpson to his brigade and division commanders. 
 
Colonel Simpson's command consisted of portions of seven companies of the Ninth Maryland 
Volunteers, amounting to about 356 men and a cavalry force of about 80 men. 
 
  __________ 
* Filed in the office of the Judge-Advocate-General U. S. Army. 
 
   
His instructions from his brigade commander were that the holding of Charlestown itself was of no 
more importance than as though it was an open plain, but to be vigilant in scouting the country, 
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watching the movements of the enemy in his front, to engage and whip any force that came within his 
reach that was not too strong for him, and if attacked by superior numbers to retire. From 
about the middle of September there appears to have been a force of rebels in that vicinity, which for 
some time were believed to be small, under the command of Major White. About the 1st of October it 
was rumored that an advance of a part of Lee's army in that direction might be expected, and that 
unusual vigilance was necessary. On the 7th of October he was informed by Colonel Wells, 
commanding brigade, that Imboden was said to be preparing to make a raid on the railroad between 
Martinsburg and Harper's Ferry. 
 
On the 13th of October he was directed to send a scouting party to Berryville, and one, consisting of 
10 men, to follow the summit of Blue Ridge toward Front Royal. On the same day he informed 
Colonel Wells that he sent a force to Berryville, which drove in the enemy's pickets (supposed to be of 
White's battalion), but being too small to make an attack, returned; and that they could hear of no 
force approaching up the valley; and that the scout ordered to Blue Ridge had returned, being unable 
to proceed on that road; and he asked if they should endeavor to go forward by any other route. 
On the 14th it also appears that he had his wagons packed, and all  preparations made to fall back to 
Harper's Ferry, but received an order from General Sullivan to wait till he was attacked. During the 
day he sent word to Colonel Wells that he had scouted every  road leading from Charlestown, had 
found a force at Berryville, supposed to be White's, and a small force at Smithfield, but had gained no 
information of any heavy force in the valley. That he  was informed that it was the intention to annoy 
his pickets that night; therefore, he had increased their numbers, and would advance his posts on 
some of the roads, and have a company of men under arms to re-enforce any point that might be 
attacked. On the 15th he was informed by Colonel Wells that it was reported in Harper's Ferry that 
Imboden was at Berryville with "something of a force," and that a part of it was being sent around 
between Charlestown and the river, and that the matter should be looked into. Colonel Wells closed 
his communication by saying that the alarm about an approach up the valley seemed to have been 
without foundation, and that Colonel Simpson could resume the even tenor of his way at Charlestown 
the same as before. On the same day Colonel Wells further informed him that he had sent a 
detachment of cavalry on the road from Martinsburg to Winchester and Berryville, with orders to 
convey any information they might obtain to Charlestown. 
 
On the 17th Colonel Simpson informed Colonel Wells that a detachment of cavalry came into 
Charlestown the night before, being unable to reach Berryville on account of White's occupation of it. 
That an officer of Cole's battalion had arrived, having been wounded in a skirmish, and that he 
represented that no other force was in the valley but Imboden's; and further that he had captured one 
of White's men, who informed him that White's battalion, consisting of 150 cavalry and 80 dismounted 
as infantry, had been at Berryville, had reconnoitered the position at Charlestown, and had found it 
too strong for them; and that White had moved away, and Imboden was 8 miles above Winchester 
with 800 men. At half past 5 o'clock on the morning of the 18th, it appears that the enemy 
simultaneously attacked and drove in the pickets on the different roads about Charlestown, and 
planted one battery north and one south of the town, and sent (under a flag of truce) a demand for a 
surrender. This being promptly refused, another flag of truce was immediately sent with directions to 
remove the women and children from the vicinity of the court-house and jail. A few minutes after this 
message had been given to the officer who was ordered out to meet the bearer of it, the shelling 
commenced. It is shown that when the alarm was given by the attack on the picket Colonel Simpson 
posted his men in the court-house, the jail, and another building, making loop-holes for muskets. The 
enemy's batteries were so planted behind buildings at a distance of two or three hundred yards that 
their fire was very effective, while the cannoneers were completely protected from the musketry of 
Colonel Simpson's force. The first shot fired struck the court-house, and several others followed killing 
and wounding several men and an officer. Colonel Simpson then ordered the men to evacuate the 
buildings and form column by company in the street, and ordered all the cavalry force, about 80 men, 
under Lieutenant Moon, to reconnoiter the roads and find the weak points of the enemy. This officer 
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led his men out on the road leading to Harper's Ferry, and finding the enemy ordered a charge, which 
would seem to have been improper, and resulted in the killing or capture of all but the lieutenant and 
17 men. These returned and reported the fact. Colonel Simpson had meantime learned the force of 
the enemy and the number of pieces of artillery, and his men, who had been organized but two 
months and had never been in action before, became panic stricken and could not be kept in line, 
broke in confusion, destroyed their arms, and were very soon all in the possession of the enemy. 
Colonel Simpson is stated to have been remarkably cool, and at the head of the column. assisted by 
his officers, by commands and threats endeavored to rally his men that an orderly retreat might be 
affected. After several attempts being unsuccessful, the men having scattered in all directions, he 
with what officers were mounted struck off through the fields and escaped. The opinion expressed by 
the Court was, that under the circumstances Colonel Simpson should not be held blamable. They 
state the grounds of their opinion very elaborately, as will be seen on pages 49 to 54 of the record, to 
which attention is invited. General Kelley forwards the record, stating that he does not concur in the 
opinion of the Court, but believes that Colonel Simpson was derelict in allowing himself to be 
surprised, and that he should have maintained himself in his position until the re-enforcements 
reached him which started from Harper's Ferry as soon as the cannonading of the enemy was heard.  
He therefore recommends that Colonel Simpson be dismissed the service. This recommendation is 
not concurred in. After a disaster of this kind has occurred, it is much less difficult for a military 
commander to review the details, and remark what should or what should not have been done, than 
for a subordinate to have anticipated the strength, position, and design of the enemy, and to 
successfully have met or withstood their attack. General Kelley simply expressed the opinion that 
Colonel Simpson was derelict, and should have maintained his position until relieved. If he had made 
any suggestions or stated any facts which were not presented to the Court for their consideration, or 
which seem to have been overlooked, the proper course would be to direct a trial by court-martial, 
rather than to order a summary dismissal in the face of a favorable opinion expressed by a board of 
competent officers. It is believed that all the facts in this case were fully inquired into and a just 
decision arrived at, and no further action seems to be called for. 
 
 J. HOLT, 
 Judge-Advocate-General. 
 
[Indorsement.] 
 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
 [March 22, 1864.] 
 
Respectfully referred to the Adjutant-General. 
 
Finding of Court of Inquiry in the case of Colonel Simpson is approved. This officer will be released 
and ordered to duty if under arrest.* 
 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
  
ED. R. S. CANBY, 
 Brigadier-General and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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JAMES W. BRADY 
Muster sheets 
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JAMES W. BRADY 
Pension File 
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