
John J. Simon 
39th New York Infantry 

 
 

Enlisted 12/21/1863 at New York City, NY as a Private, and mustered into "I" Co. NY 39th Infantry 
Mustered Out on 7/1/1865 at Alexandria, VA 

 

 

Promotions:  Corporal; Private (Reduced to ranks) 

Unites State Marine Corps 

 
 John Simon began his military career during the Civil War as a Private, promoted to Corporal, and later reduced 

to the rank of Private while serving in the 39th New York Infantry. At the age of 20, he enlisted on 12/21/1863 
in New York City, NY as a Private and Mustered Out on 7/1/1865 at Alexandria, VA. His Army 
enlistment records document he had a light complexion, a height of 5 feet, 4 inches; gray eyes; light hair; born
in Germany and his occupation was a shoemaker. After his discharge, he apparently headed west and would 
enlist in the Marine Corps as a Private in November of 1865 and remained in the Corps until September of
1868.
Marine Corps enlistment records shows his age was 23, which corresponds to his previous Army enlistment; a 
height of 5 feet, 6 inches; gray eyes; dark hair with a dark complexion; born in Germany; and his occupation 
was a shoemaker. During his service in the Marine Corps, he was stationed at Mare Island, California, and 
served On Board the USS Suwanee.  The Muster Rolls show that he had been confined to a cell for desertion 
from Oct 19, 66 – Nov 15, 66, but returned to duty.  His Civil War Pension File shows a home of record as West 
Berkeley, California. The similarities leave very little doubt that the enlistments are for the same person!
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UNITED STATE MARINE CORPS  
CIVIL WAR MODEL 1840 NCO SWORD 

 
Currently, there is ongoing research into the swords carried by Marines during both the Civil War and 
Post Civil War period, and new facts are being discovered. This sword was in Kevin Hoffman’s private 
collection of Marine Corps swords and was acquired from the Horse Soldier in Gettysburg. The sword 
is a Horstmann marked Model 1840 NCO with the reverse clam shell cast in the downward position, 
and is 37 1/2 inches long with 31 1/2 x1 1/8 wide blade. The brass hilt is tight with even patina and is 
marked twice with the assembly number 8. The black leather scabbard is complete with all original 
brass and fits perfectly to the blade. Prior to 1869, Horstmann had two contracts with the Marine Corp 
for musician swords: one in 1859 for 40 swords. These went to the Band, but in June 1861 the 
Commandant altered the pattern by having the inner counterguard removed, and it is believed 
Horstmann produced another 40 swords with no inner guards. Engraved on the front claim shell is    

U S M C above the name John J Simon. John Simon began his military career during the Civil War 
as a Private, promoted to Corporal, and later reduced to the rank of Private while serving in the 39th 
New York Infantry. At the age of 20, he enlisted on 12/21/1863 at New York City, NY as a Private and 
Mustered Out on 7/1/1865 at Alexandria, VA.  He apparently headed west and would enlist in the 
Marine Corps as a Private in November of 1865 and remained in the Corps until September of 1868. 
During his service in the Marine Corps, he was stationed at Mare Island, California, and served on 
board the USS Suwanee. Given Private Simon's post-war enlistment in the Marine Corps occurred in 
California ending in 1868, it is doubtful the sword could have gotten to the state by anything other 
than the Marine Corps. This raises the possibility that the sword was one of the 40 Horstmann 
provided in 1859. Simon's sword does fit the pattern associated with those swords made under the 
Horstmann's 1859 contract and is unlikely a post war sword since this configuration no longer was in 
production. Why Simon had this sword is unknown because he was not a musician and only served 
as a private. Included with the sword is a historical binder documenting Simon’s Army and Marine 
Corps history. 
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The 39th New York Volunteers 
  
Mustered in: May 28, 1861/Mustered out: July 1, 1865 
 

This regiment, raised by the Union Defense Committee of New 

York city, under special authority from the War Department, was 

accepted by the State May 27, 1861; organized and recruited at 

New York city under Col. Frederick George D'Utassy, and 

mustered in the service of the United States for three years at 

Washington, D. C., June 6, 1861, to date from May 28, 1861. Three 

companies consisted of Germans, three of Hungarians, one of 

Swiss, one of Italians, one of Frenchmen, and one of Spaniards 

and Portuguese. May 31, 1863, the regiment was consolidated into 

four companies: A, B, C and D; new companies were organized in 

the field from recruits: E December 8; F December 14; G December 

19; H December 30, 1863; I and K in January, 1864. Companies A, 

B, C and D were mustered out in New York city June 24, 1864, 

those not entitled to be discharged having previously been 

transferred to other companies; and the regiment, six companies, 

E, F, G, H, I and K, retained in service. In October, 1864, a new 

Company D, enlisted principally at Malone for one year, joined the 

regiment; June 2, 1865, the members of the regiment not to be mustered out with it were transferred 

to the 185th Infantry. 

 

The regiment left the State May 28, 1861; served at and near 

Washington, D. C., from June 1, 1861; in the 1st Brigade, 5th 

Division, Army of Northeastern Virginia, from July 13, 1861; in 

Blenker's Brigade, Division of Potomac, from August 4, 1861; in 

Stahel's Brigade, Blenker's Division, Army of the Potomac, from 

October 15, 1861; in 1st Brigade, same division, Mountain 

Department, from April, 1862; in White's Brigade, Army of Virginia, 

at Winchester, Va., from July, 1862; at Harper's Ferry, W. Va., from 

September, 1862; at Camp Douglass, Chicago, Ill., from September 

27, 1862; near Washington, D.C., 1st Brigade, Casey's Division, 

defenses of Washington, from December, 1862; in January, 1863, in 

3d Brigade, Casey's, later Abercrombie's Division, 22d Corps; in 3d 

Brigade, 3d Division, 2d Corps, Army of the Potomac, from June 25, 

1863; in the 3d, and for a time in the Consolidated, Brigade, 1st 

Division, 2d Corps, Army of the Potomac, from March, 1864; and 

was honorably discharged and mustered out, under Col. Augustus Funk, July I, 1865, except (new) 

Company D, which had been mustered out, June 7, 1865, at Alexandria, Va. 
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During its service the regiment lost by death, killed in action, 5 officers, 62 enlisted men; of wounds 

received in action, 3 officers, 49 enlisted men; of disease and other causes, 1 officer, 158 enlisted 

men; total, 9 officers, 269 enlisted men; aggregate, 278; of whom 1 officer and 99 enlisted men died 

in the hands of the enemy. 

Battles Fought when Private John Simon served: 
February 6-7, 1864 at Morton's Ford, VA. 
March 15, 1864 at Rapidan, VA. 
May 4-8, 1864 at Wilderness, VA. 
May 9-10, 1864 at Spotsylvania Court House, VA. 
May 10, 1864 at Laurel Hill, VA. 
May 10, 1864 at Po River, VA. 
May 12, 1864 at Po River, VA. 
May 12-17, 1864 at Spotsylvania Court House, VA. 
May 18, 1864 at Landron House, VA. 
May 18, 1864 at Laurel Hill, VA. 
May 18, 1864 at Spotsylvania Court House, VA. 
May 30, 1864 at Pamunkey River, VA. 
May 30, 1864 at Totopotomoy Creek, VA. 
May 31, 1864 at Cold Harbor, VA. 
May 31, 1864 at Hanover Court House, VA. 
May 31, 1864 at Hanover Town, VA. 
May 31, 1864 at Totopotomoy Creek, VA. 
June 1-3, 1864 at Cold Harbor, VA. 
June 7-8, 1864 at Cold Harbor, VA. 
June 14-17, 1864 at Petersburg, VA. 
June 20, 1864 at Balesburg, VA. 
June 21, 1864 at Weldon Railroad, VA. 
June 21-23, 1864 at Petersburg, VA. 
June 22, 1864 at North Anna River, VA.  
June 22-23, 1864 at Weldon Railroad, VA. 
June 24, 1864 at Petersburg, VA. 
June 27, 1864 at Petersburg, VA. 
July 21, 1864 at Weldon Railroad, VA. 
July 27, 1864 at Deep Bottom, VA. 
August 14, 1864 at Strawberry Plains, VA. 
August 16, 1864 at Strawberry Plains, VA. 
August 25, 1864 at Deep Bottom, VA. 
August 25, 1864 at Reams' Station, VA. 
August 25, 1864 at Weldon Railroad, VA. 
October 27, 1864 at Fort Sedgwick, VA. 
March 31, 1865 at Appomattox Campaign, VA. 
March 31, 1865 at City Point, VA. 
March 31, 1865 at Petersburg, VA. 
March 31, 1865 at White Oak Ridge, VA. 
April 2, 1865 at Farmville, VA. 
April 2, 1865 at Petersburg, VA.  
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39th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment 

John Simon Period of Service 
The 39th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment lost 8 officers and 107 enlisted men killed or mortally 
wounded and 1 officer and 158 enlisted men to disease during the Civil War. The regiment is honored 
by a monument and marker at Gettysburg. 

1864 

January Companies I and K organized in the field from recruits 

January 8 James G. Hughs commissioned lieutenant colonel 

January 16 Captain Charles Baker of the 159th New York was commissioned major in the 39th 

February 6-
7 

Demonstration on the Rapidan, Morton’s Ford 

The regiment lost about 20 wounded fording the waist-deep river under fire and attacking 
a line of rifle pits 

February At Stevensburg, Va. 

March Attached to 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, 2nd Army Corps 

May 3 Campaign from the Rapidan to the James River 

May 5-7 Battle of the Wilderness 

Colonel Funk and Lieutenant Colonel Hughes were wounded 

May 8-21 Battle of Spotsylvania Court House 

May 10 Battle of Po River 

May 12 Assault on the Salient or “Bloody Angle” 

May 18 Major Baker wounded and was discharged for disability on May 30 

May 23-26 North Anna River 

May 26-28 On line of the Pamunkey 

May 28-31 Totopotomoy 

June 1-12 Cold Harbor; attached to Consolidated Brigade, 1st Division, 2nd Army Corps 

June 16-18 Before Petersburg 

June 16 Siege of Petersburg 

June 22-23 Jerusalem Plank Road 
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June 24 Companies A-D were mustered out in New York City under the command of Captain 
Rasmussen; the remaining seven companies of regiment under Colonel Funk were 
known as the 39th Battalion 

July 27-29 Demonstration on north side of the James 

July 27-28 Deep Bottom 

August 13-
20 

Demonstration north of the James 

August 14-
18 

Strawberry Plains, Deep Bottom 

August 25 Ream’s Station 

October New Company D joins regiment, being enlisted for one year 

October 27-
28 

Boydton Plank Road, Hatcher’s Run 

November Attached to 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, 2nd Army Corps 

December 
9-10 

Reconnaissance to Hatcher’s Run 

1865 

January 23 Lieutenant Colonel Hughes was discharged for disability due to his wound 

January 27 Captain John McEwan Hyde was promoted to lieutenant colonel 

February 5-
7 

Dabney’s Mills, Hatcher’s Run 

March 25 Watkins’ House 

March 28 Appomattox Campaign 

March 30-
31 

Hatcher’s Run or Boydton and White Oak Roads 

April 2 Sutherland Station and fall of Petersburg 

April 6 Sailor’s Creek 

April 7 High Bridge and Farmville 

April 9 Appomattox Court House. 

Surrender of Lee and his army. 
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April At Burkesville 

May 2-12 Moved to Washington, D.C. 

May 15 Lt. Colonel Hyde discharged for disability 

May 23 Grand Review 

June 7 Company D mustered out at Alexandria, Virginia 

July 1 Mustered out under Colonel Augustus Funk. Veterans and Recruits transferred to 185th 
New York Infantry. 
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John Simon 
39th New York Infantry 
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PENSION FILE 
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MARINE CORPS 
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John Simon 
U.S.M.C. 

ENLISTMENT 
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John Simon 
U.S.M.C. 

 

USS Suwanee (1864) 
 

The first USS Suwanee was a 3rd-rate gunboat commissioned by the Union Navy in its struggle 
against the Confederate States of America in the American Civil War. 

Commissioned late in the war, Suwanee spent several weeks searching for 
the Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah without success. Suwanee was eventually wrecked 
off British Columbia in 1868. 

Suwanee—a double-ended, iron-hulled, sidewheel-propelled gunboat—was built for the U.S. 
Navy by Reaney, Son & Archbold of Chester, Pennsylvania. She was 255 feet in length, with a beam 
of 35 feet, draft of 9 feet, hold depth of 12 feet and displacement of 1,030 tons. 

Suwanee was powered by a 58-inch bore, 8-foot 9-inch stroke, inclined, direct-acting steam engine, 
fitted with a surface condenser. Steam was supplied by four boilers: two main boilers of the 
horizontal, tubular type, and two superheated. The ship was also rigged as a two-
masted schooner for auxiliary sail power. Total cost of the vessel was $171,000.  

Suwanee was launched on 13 March 1864, delivered to the Navy at the Philadelphia Navy Yard on 
14 December, and commissioned on 23 January 1865, Comdr. Paul Shirley in command. 

Ordered to the Pacific Ocean, the new double-ender departed Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, at dawn 
on 17 February 1865 and proceeded via New York City down the Atlantic coast of the Americas 
looking for Confederate commerce raiders, especially for CSS Shenandoah, which had been plaguing 
Northern shipping. 

She then steamed up the Pacific coast and arrived at Acapulco, Mexico, where she joined the Pacific 
Squadron on 30 July. The side-wheeler was promptly ordered to sea in quest of Shenandoah. After 
the Southern cruiser Shenandoah surrendered at Liverpool, England, late in the 
year, Suwanee cruised along the Pacific coast from Mexico to Canada. On 9 July 
1868, Suwanee was wrecked in Shadwell Passage, Queen Charlotte Sound, British Columbia. 
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John Simon 
Name Rank Muster Date Station 

John Simon Private Nov 1865 Mare Island, California 

John Simon Private Dec 1865 Mare Island, California 

John Simon Private Jan 1866 Mare Island, California 

John Simon Private Feb 1866 Mare Island, California 

John Simon Private Mar 1866 Mare Island, California 

John Simon Private Apr 1866 Mare Island, California 

John Simon Private May 1866 Mare Island, California 

John Simon Private Jun 1866 Mare Island, California 

John Simon Private July 1866 Washington, DC 

John Simon Private Aug 1866 Washington, DC 

John Simon Private Nov 1866 Washington, DC 

John Simon Private Dec 1866 USS Potomac (Receiving 
Ship) 

John Simon Private Feb 1867 St Jefferson Barracks, MO 

John Simon Private Mar 1867 Norfolk VA 

John Simon Private Apr 1867 Jefferson Barracks Missouri 

John Simon Private Apr 1867 On Board USS Suwanee 

John Simon Private May 1867 On Board USS Suwanee 

John Simon Private Jun 1867 On Board USS Suwanee 

John Simon Private Aug 1867 On Board USS Suwanee 

John Simon Private Nov 1867 On Board USS Suwanee 

John Simon Private Dec 1867 On Board USS Suwanee 

John Simon Private Jan 1868 On Board USS Suwanee 

John Simon Private Feb 1868 On Board USS Suwanee 

John Simon Private Mar 1868 On Board USS Suwanee 

John Simon Private Apr 1868 On Board USS Suwanee 

John Simon Private Jun 1868 On Board USS Suwanee 

John Simon Private Jul 1868 On Board USS Suwanee 

John Simon Private Jul 1868 On Board USS Pensacola 

John Simon Private Aug 1868 Mare Island, California 

John Simon Private Sep 1868 Mare Island, California 

John Simon Private Sep 1868 On Board USS Resaca 
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John Simon - Nov 1865 
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John Simon - Dec 1865 
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John Simon - Jan 1866 
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John Simon - Feb 1866 
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John Simon - Mar 1866 
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John Simon - Apr 1866 
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John Simon - May 1866 
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John Simon - Jun 1866 
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John Simon - Jul 1866 
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John Simon - Aug 1866 
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John Simon - Nov 1866 

 

 
154        Simon, John                                from desertion Oct 19, 66 – Nov 15, 66 Confined to Cell 
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John Simon - Dec 1866 
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John Simon – Feb 1867 
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John Simon – Mar 1867 
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John Simon – Apr 1867 

 

 
Transfer to U.S.S Suwanee on 30th March 
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John Simon – Apr 1867 

 

 

Transfer to U.S.S Suwanee on 30th March 
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John Simon – May 1867 
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John Simon – Jun 1867 
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John Simon – Aug 1867 
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John Simon – Sep 1867 
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John Simon – Nov 1867 

 

 

 

 

AZSWORDS.C
OM



John Simon – Dec 1867 
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John Simon – Jan 1868 
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John Simon – Feb 1868 
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John Simon – Mar 1868 
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John Simon – Apr 1868 
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John Simon – May 1868 
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John Simon – Jun 1868 
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John Simon – Jul 1868 
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John Simon – Jul 1868 
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John Simon – Aug 1868 
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John Simon – Sep 1868 
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John Simon – Sep 1868 
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