
William Hale Long 
33rd New York Infantry Regiment 

U.S. Volunteers Adjutant Generals Department 

 
 

Residence was not listed; 26 years old. 
 

Enlisted on 5/14/1861 at Penn Yan, NY as a 2nd Lieutenant. 
 

On 5/22/1861 he was commissioned into "I" Co. NY 33rd Infantry  
He was discharged for promotion on 10/16/1862 

 

On 10/16/1862 he was commissioned into  
US Volunteers Adjutant Genl's Dept  
He was Mustered Out on 9/19/1865 

 

Promotions: 
* 1st Lieut 12/31/1861 

* Capt 10/16/1862 (Captain & Asst Adjutant General) 
* Major 9/6/1864 (Major & Asst Adjutant General) 

* Lt Colonel 10/19/1864 by Brevet 
* Colonel 4/2/1865 by Brevet 

 

Other Information: 
born in New York 

died 4/7/1890 
 

After the War he lived in Boston, MA 
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SAUERBIER IDENTIFIED 
PRESENTATION GRADE 

NON-REGULATION STAFF & FIELD SWORD 
 

This sword is a Sauerbier Presentation grade Non-Regulation Staff & Field sword 
identified to William H. Long. He served in the 33rd New York Infantry Regiment and 
the U.S. Volunteers Adjutant Generals Department and is the only officer with this 
name that served in a Staff & Field capacity, and signed his name Wm H Long.  
 
For brave and gallant conduct at Fort Stevens, near Washington, D. C, he was 
promoted to Major. This was during one of the Confederate General Early's periodical 
raids, and President Lincoln, who was a spectator of the fierce repulse given the 
enemy, and of the bravery displayed on this occasion by Captain Long, personally 
bestowed upon the latter the commission. On the 19th of October, 1864, he was made 
a Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel for brave and meritorious service during the campaign 
before Richmond and in the Shenandoah Valley, and for bravery in the assault before 
Petersburg he received a promotion as Brevet-Colonel, April 2, 1865. The name WM 
Long (William Long) is etched into the brass plate in the pommel caps front. There is a 
pewter inlay of a shield on the top of the pommel cap. The guard has 100% original gilt 
and beautiful chase work, and is tight. The blade is gold washed and has a large 
American eagle and U.S. and is Sauerbier maker marked. The scabbard has large 
mounts with pewter inlays and there is an eagle etched between the top mounts and 
U.S. and detail etching between the middle mount od the drag.  
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF COLONEL W. H. LONG 
 
William Hale Long was born in New York City, February 22, 1835. At the age of fifteen he went to 
sea, remaining three years in that service. On his return he engaged in the hardware business with 
his father, Nathaniel R. Long, finally settling in Penn Yan.  
 
 

THE MILITARY HISTORY OF YATES COUNTY 
 

At the breaking out of the war he became Second Lieutenant of Company I, Thirty-third New York 
Infantry, his commission dating May 14, 1861. He was promoted to First Lieutenant on the 27th of 
December following. He was discharged on the 16th of October, 1862, to accept his promotion as 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant General of Volunteers.  
 
For brave and gallant conduct at Fort Stevens, near Washington, D. C, he was (September 6, 1864) 
promoted to Major. This was during one of the Confederate General Early's periodical raids, and 
President Lincoln, who was a spectator of the fierce repulse given the enemy, and of the bravery 
displayed on this occasion by Captain Long, personally bestowed upon the latter the commission, 
which was cherished ever after as a souvenir of inestimable value. Had he (as he said) been made a 
General by the usual methods, he could not have felt as proud as he did of the honor which was 
conferred by the head of the Nation.  
 
On the 19th of October, 1864, he was made a Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel for brave and meritorious 
service during the campaign before Richmond and in the Shenandoah Valley. For bravery in the 
assault before Petersburg he received a promotion as Brevet-Colonel, April 2, 1865. On the 19th of 
September of the latter year, he was mustered out, after a military career that was creditable alike to 
himself and to the republic, whose honor he upheld on many a hard-fought field.  
 
During his term of service, he was Provost-Marshal under General Brooks; aid-de-camp to General 
Davidson; assigned to duty under General Vinton, of the Third Brigade, Sixth Corps, Army of the 
Potomac. When General Neill took command of that brigade. Colonel Long became his Assistant 
Adjutant-General.  
 
Shortly after the close of the war Colonel Long came to Boston, Mass., and entered the employ of 
Jordan, Marsh & Co., a wholesale and retail firm then located on Winthrop Square in that city. He was 
married in 1870 to Miss Carrie Mason, of Bangor, Maine, and a daughter named Winifred  
was born to them.  
 
Colonel Long became a first-class member of the Massachusetts Commandery of the Loyal Legion 
April 5, 1876. He remained in the employ of Jordan, Marsh & Co. until the time of his decease, which 
occurred April 7, 1890, at his  
home at Chelsea, near Boston.  
 

************************************************************************ 
 
*In grateful acknowledgement of this honorable remembrance a beautiful silk flag of regulation size, 
6x6 feet, was presented to this Post by the widow and daughter of Colonel Long; also, the coat, vest, 
hat, sash, and spurs worn by the Colonel at the time of his muster-out, together with two order books. 
These appropriate gifts were received October 23, 1895.  
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33rd Infantry Regiment 
Nickname: Ontario Regiment 
Mustered in:     July 3, 1861 
Mustered out:  June 2, 1863 
 

THE FOLLOWING IS TAKEN FROM NEW YORK IN THE WAR OF THE REBELLION, 3RD ED. 
FREDERICK PHISTERER. ALBANY: J. B. LYON COMPANY, 1912. 
 

This regiment, Col. Robert F. Taylor, was 
accepted by the State May 22, 1861; 
organized at Elmira, and there mustered 
in the United States service for two years 
July 3, 1861, to date from May 22, 1861. 
In October, 1862, Company D was 
disbanded, and a new company formed in 
its place of recruits joined at that time. 
May 14, 1863, the three years' men of the 
regiment were attached to the 49th 
Infantry, and October 1, 1863, transferred 
to the companies of the same. The 
companies were recruited principally: A 
and K at Seneca Falls; B at Palmyra; C — 
Waterloo Wright Guards — at Waterloo; D 
at Canandaigua; E at Geneseo; F at 
Nunda; G — Richmond Guards — at 
Buffalo; H at Geneva, and I—Keuka Rifles 
— at Penn Yan. The regiment left the 
State July 8, 1861; served at and near 
Washington, D. C. from July 9, 1861; in 
W. F. Smith's Brigade, Army of 
Northeastern Virginia, from. August 4, 
1861; in Stevens' Brigade, Smith's 
Division, Army of the Potomac, from 
September 25, 1861; in Davidson's, 3d, 
Brigade, Smith's Division, 4th Corps, 
Army of the Potomac, from March 13, 
1862; in the 3d Brigade, 2d Division, 6th Corps, Army of the Potomac, from May, 1862, 
and was honorably discharged and mustered out, under Colonel Taylor June 2, 1863, 
at Geneva, N. Y. During its service the regiment lost by death, killed in action, 1 officer, 
29 enlisted men; of wounds received in action, 2 officers, 15 enlisted men; of disease 
and other causes, 105 enlisted men; total, 3 officers, 149 enlisted men; aggregate, 
152; of whom 1 officer and 1 enlisted man died in the hands of the enemy. 
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THE FOLLOWING IS TAKEN FROM THE UNION ARMY: A HISTORY OF MILITARY AFFAIRS IN THE 
LOYAL STATES, 1861-65 -- RECORDS OF THE REGIMENTS IN THE UNION ARMY -- CYCLOPEDIA OF 
BATTLES -- MEMOIRS OF COMMANDERS AND SOLDIERS . MADISON, WI: FEDERAL PUB. CO., 1908. 
VOLUME II.  
 

Thirty-third Infantry.—Col., Robert F. Taylor; Lieut.-Cols., Calvin Walker, Joseph W. 
Corning; Majs., Robert J. Mann, John S. Platner. The 33d, the "Ontario Regiment," was 
composed of "companies from the northwestern part of the state and was mustered 
into the U. S. service at Elmira, July 3, 1861, for two years, to date from May 22, 1861. 
It left the state for Washington on July 8; was located at Camp Granger on 7th street 
until Aug. 6; then moved to Camp Lyon near Chain bridge on the Potomac; was there 
assigned to Smith's brigade and was employed in construction work on Forts Ethan 
Allen and Marcy during September. At Camp Ethan Allen, Sept. 25, the regiment 
became a part of the brigade commanded by Col. Stevens in Gen. Smith's division. 
Four days later it was in a skirmish with the enemy near Lewinsville, and on; Oct.11 , 
went into winter quarters at Camp Griffin near Lewinsville. The 3d brigade, under 
command of Gen. Davidson, Smith's division, 4th corps, Army of the Potomac, left 
camp March 10, 1862, and moved to Manassas; then returned to Cloud's mills, where 
it embarked for the Peninsula on March 25. In the siege of Yorktown, the regiment was 
active. It encountered the enemy at Lee's mill; participated in the battles of 
Williamsburg, Mechanicsville, and the Seven Days' fighting from Gaines' mill to 
Malvern hill; encamped at Harrison's landing from July 2 to Aug. 16, and then left camp 
for Newport News. With Lieut.-Col. Corning temporarily in command of the brigade, the 
command moved to Hampton on Aug. 21, then returned to Alexandria and took part in 
the Maryland campaign in September. At Crampton's gap and Antietam, the regiment 
displayed its gallantry and lost in the latter battle 47 in killed, wounded, and missing. In 
October it was stationed along the Potomac near Hagerstown; passed the first two 
weeks of November in camp at White Plains and the remainder of the month at 
Stafford Court House; moved toward Fredericksburg on Dec. 3; fought there with the 
3d brigade, 2nd division, 6th corps, to which it had 
been assigned in May, 1862; camped at White 
Oak Church until it joined the "Mud March" in 
Jan., 1863, and returned to winter quarters at 
White Oak Church. In the battle of 
Chancellorsville the regiment belonged to the light 
brigade and lost at Marye's Heights 221 killed, 
wounded, and missing. It returned to the old camp 
at White Oak Church, where on May 14 the three 
years' men were transferred to the 49th N. Y. 
infantry and the two years' men were mustered 
out at Geneva, June 2, 1863. The total enrollment 
of the regiment was 1,220 members, of whom 47 
were killed or died of wounds during the term of 
service and 105 died from accident, 
imprisonment, or disease. 
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NEW YORK 

THIRTY-THIRD REGIMENT OF INFANTRY 

Thirty-third Infantry.-Col., Robert F. Taylor; Lieut.-Cols., Calvin Walker, Joseph W. 
Corning; Majs., Robert J. Mann, John S. Platner.  

The 33d, the "Ontario Regiment," was composed of companies from the northwestern 
part of the state and was mustered into the U. S. service at Elmira, July 3, 1861, for 
two years, to date from May 22, 1861. It left the state for Washington on July 8; was 
located at Camp Granger on 7th street until Aug. 6; then moved to Camp Lyon near 
Chain bridge on the Potomac; was there assigned to Smith's brigade and was 
employed in construction work on Forts Ethan Allen and Marcy during September.  

At Camp Ethan Allen, Sept. 25, the regiment became a part of the brigade commanded 
by Col. Stevens in Gen. Smith's division. Four days later it was in a skirmish with the 
enemy near Lewinsville, and on Oct. 11, went into winter quarters at Camp Griffin near 
Lewinsville. The 3d brigade, under command of Gen. Davidson, Smith's division, 4th 
corps, Army of the Potomac, left camp March 10, 1862, and moved to Manassas; then 
returned to Cloud's mills where it embarked for the Peninsula on March 25.  

In the siege of Yorktown, the regiment was active. It encountered the enemy at Lee's 
mill; participated in the battles of Williamsburg, Mechanicsville, and the Seven Days' 
fighting from Gaines' mill to Malvern hill; encamped at Harrison's landing from July 2 to 
Aug. 16, and then left camp for Newport News.  

With Lieut.-Col. Corning temporarily in command of the brigade, the command moved 
to Hampton on Aug. 21, then returned to Alexandria and took part in the Maryland 
campaign in September. At Crampton's gap and Antietam, the regiment displayed its 
gallantry and lost in the latter battle 47 in killed, wounded, and missing.  

In October it was stationed along the Potomac near Hagerstown; passed the first two 
weeks of November in camp at White Plains and the remainder of the month at 
Stafford Court House; moved toward Fredericksburg on Dec. 3; fought there with the 
3d brigade, 2nd division, 6th corps, to which it had been assigned in May, 1862; 
camped at White Oak Church until it joined the "Mud March" in Jan., 1863, and 
returned to winter quarters at White Oak Church.  

In the battle of Chancellorsville, the regiment belonged to the light brigade and lost at 
Marye's Heights 221 killed, wounded, and missing. It returned to the old camp at White 
Oak Church, where on May 14 the three years' men were transferred to the 48th N. Y. 
infantry and the two years' men were mustered out at Geneva, June 2, 1863. The total 
enrollment of the regiment was 1,220 members, of whom 47 were killed or died of 
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wounds during the term of service and 105 died from accident, imprisonment, or 
disease.  

New York  
THIRTY-THIRD REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.  
Ontario Regiment. (Two Years)  

This regiment, Col. Robert F. Taylor, was accepted by the State May 22, 1861; 
organized at Elmira, and there mustered in the United States service for two years July 
3, 1861, to date from May 22, 1861. In October, 1862, Company D was disbanded, 
and a new company formed in its place of recruits joined at that time. May 14, 1863, 
the three years' men of the regiment were attached to the 48th Infantry, and October 1, 
1863, transferred to the companies of the same.  

The companies were recruited principally: A and K at Seneca Falls; B at Palmyra; C-
Waterloo Wright Guards-at Waterloo; D at Canandaigua; E at Geneseo; F at Nunda; 
G- Richmond Guards-at Buffalo; H at Geneva, and I-Keuka Rifles-at Penn Yan.  

The regiment left the State July 8, 1861; served at and near Washington, D.C., from 
July 9, 1861; in W.F. Smith's Brigade, Army of Northeastern Virginia, from August 4, 
1861; in Stevens' Brigade, Smith's Division, Army of the Potomac, from September 25, 
1861; in Davidson's, 3d, Brigade, Smith's Division, 4th Corps, Army of the Potomac, 
from March 13, 1862; in the 3d Brigade, 2d Division, 6th Corps, Army of the Potomac, 
from May, 1862, and was honorably discharged and mustered out, under Colonel 
Taylor June 2, 1863, at Geneva, N. Y.  

Antietam after battle report:  

Report of Lieut col. Joseph W. Corning, Thirty-third New York Infantry, of the battles of 
Crampton's Pass and Antietam. 

 CAMP IN THE FIELD, September 20, 1862. SIR: In obedience to orders, I have the 
honor to report that the Thirty-third Regiment New York Volunteers, near sunset on the 
14th instant, marched from their position east of Burkittsville, with the other troops of 
the Third Brigade, for Crampton's Pass. During a portion of the march, we were briskly 
shelled from the rebel battery on the mountain. The regiment continued the march 
steadily and in admirable order. We ascended the mountain and marched to the left to 
support the Second Brigade, but were soon ordered to return to the road, and crossed 
over to the west side of the mountain, and bivouacked at the base for the night. On the 
15th took 7 prisoners. Remained at Pleasant Valley until the morning of the 17th. 
Marched at 6 o'clock a. m. Upon arriving in front of the battle-field of Antietam Creek, I 
was ordered to form in rear of and support the left of the brigade line, but just as they 
were engaging the enemy, I received orders from the commanding division general to 
support the left of the brigade line, but just as they were engaging the enemy, I 
received orders from the commanding division general to support the right, and was 
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ordered to march near the woods in front. When near the woods the enemy suddenly 
and unexpectedly opened on the regiment a heavy fire from their infantry, who were in 
the woods, being in columns at the time, marching by the right flank. This sudden and 
unexpected attack caused a momentary unsteadiness in the ranks, which was quickly 
rectified. The battalion faced by the rear rank and returned the fire, when, by order of 
the commanding general, the regiment retired a short distance, under cover of a ridge, 
and formed the right of the line of the brigade, where they remained during the day, 
under very severe cannonading from the enemy. We were relieved from this front on 
the 19th, about 10 o'clock.  

The officers and men under my command behaved as well as could be expected of 
any troops under such trying circumstances, and with great steadiness kept their 
position during the day. The casualties of the 17th were 6 killed and 41 wounded. 
Among the killed I have to regret the loss of Sergt. Maj. George W. Bassett, a very 
efficient and gallant officer.  

Respectfully submitted.  

JOS. W. CORNING,  
Lieut.-Col., Commanding the Regiment.  
 
Lieut. WILLIAM H. LONG,  
Acting Assistant Adjutant-Gen.  

********************************** 
William Hale Long Civil War maps 

The Huntington Library, San Marino, California 
A collection of 15 manuscript maps and sketches drawn by William Hale Long which detail various 
areas and battles during the American Civil War; the maps and sketches focus on Northern Virginia 
and cover the years from 1862 to 1865. The material is a historical resource for the history of the 
campaigns and illustrate the progress of the war in this area as well as its conclusion. Long led 
various reconnaissance and these maps were used by him for this work. The material also serves as 
documentation for the reconstruction of the action for these battles and campaigns. The maps were 
originally folded and stored in a Morocco case, but are now flattened and placed in 15 individual 
folders. 
 
William Hale Long (1835-1890) was a Union officer during the American Civil War. Long was born in 
New York City and at the age of fifteen went to sea for three years; upon his return, Long worked in 
the hardware business with his father, Nathaniel R. Long. At the outbreak of the war in 1861 he 
became Second Lieutenant of Company I, Thirty-Third New York Infantry; Long was discharged in 
October 1862, to accept a promotion as Captain, surveyor, and Assistant Adjutant General of 
Volunteers; he continued to be promoted throughout the war to Brevet-Colonel in April 1865. During 
the war he was Provost-Marshal under General Brooks and aide-de-camp to General Davidson. Long 
was mustered out in September 1865, and he moved to Boston, Massachusetts, to work for Jordan, 
Marsh and Co., a wholesale and retail firm. In 1870, Long married Carrie Mason, of Bangor, Maine, 
and they had one daughter, Winifred Long. William H. Long died at his home in Chelsea, near 
Boston, in April 1890. 
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33rd New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment 

“Ontario Regiment” 
The 33rd New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment lost 3 officers and 44 enlisted men killed and 
mortally wounded and 105 enlisted men to disease during the Civil War. 

1861 

 
Organized at Elmira, N. Y. 

July 3 Mustered in effective May 22 for two years’ service under Colonel Robert F. Taylor, 

Lieutenant Colonel Calvin Walker and Major Robert J. Mann 

July 8 Moved to Washington, D. C. Duty in the Defenses of Washington, D. C. at Camp 

Granger 

August Moved to Camp Lyon and attached to W. F. Smith’s Brigade, Division of the 

Potomac 

September Construction of Fort Ethan Allen and Fort Marcy 

September 25 Attached to 2nd Brigade, W. F. Smith’s Division, Army of the Potomac 

September 29 Skirmish near Lewinsville 

October 3 Lieutenant Colonel Walker discharged for physical disability. Captain Joseph W. 

Corning of Company B promoted to lieutenant colonel 

1862 

January 24 Major Mann was discharged and Captain John S. Platner of Company H was 

promoted to major 

March Attached to 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, 4th Army Corps, Army of the Potomac 

March 10-15 Advance on Manassas, Va. 

March 23 Embarked for the Peninsula, Va. 
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April 5 Near Lee’s Mills 

April 5-May 4 Siege of Yorktown 

April 16 Lee’s Mills near Burnt Chimneys 

May Attached to 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, 6th Army Corps 

May 5 Battle of Williamsburg 

Lieutenant George W. Brown and 2 men were mortally wounded and 7 men wounded 

May 23-24 Mechanicsville 

The regiment lost 1 man mortally wounded and 6 men wounded in the storming of Fort 

Magruder 

June 25-July 1 Seven days before Richmond 

Lieutenant Church and 6 men were killed, 1 officer and 8 men wounded, and 1 officer and 19 

men missing 

June 27 Gaines’ Mill, Garnett’s Farm 

June 28 Garnett’s and Golding’s Farms 

June 29 Savage Station 

June 30 White Oak Swamp and Glendale 

July 1 Malvern Hill 

July-August At Harrison’s Landing 

August 16-28 Movement to Fortress Monroe, then to Centreville, under command of Lieutenant 

Colonel Corning 

August 28-31 In works at Centreville 

September 1 Cover Pope’s retreat to Fairfax Court House 
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September 6-22 Maryland Campaign 

September 14 Crampton’s Pass, South Mountain 

September 16-

17 

Battle of Antietam 

The regiment lost 9 men killed or mortally wounded and 3 officers and 35 men 

wounded. Sergeant Major George W. Bassett was among the killed. 

From the War Department markers (double marker number 74) on the Antietam battlefield: 

Irwin’s Brigade came on the field about noon of the 17th, and formed across the Smoketown 

Road in rear of a line of Artillery. 

After an unsuccessful attempt to penetrate the Confederate line south of the Dunkard Church, 

the Brigade rallied behind the ridge east of the Hagerstown Pike and between it and 

Mumma’s Lane, the left of the Brigade resting a few yards west of the lane, where it was 

exposed to a severe fire of Artillery and Sharpshooters. 

About 5 P.M., the 7th Maine, on the left of the Brigade, crossed Mumma’s Lane, moved 

obliquely across the front of Brook’s Brigade, charged over the Bloody Lane at this point, 

dispersed the Confederates in its front and in the orchard on its left and reached the low 

ground North of Piper’s Barn, when the enemy from behind the stone fence on the 

Hagerstown Pike and the hill adjoining poured a severe fire on its right flank and front. 

The regiment then obliqued to the left, passed through an opening in the fence into the 

orchard and to within 70 yards of Piper’s House, here it was met by a withering fire from a 

column of the enemy moving down the hill east of the house and driven back through the 

orchard with great loss. 

It reformed a short distance east of this point and returned to the position from which it had 

advanced. 

At noon of the 18th, the Brigade was relieved by Cochrane’s Brigade of Couch’s Division. 

From the War Department marker (number 75) on the Antietam battlefield: 

Irwin’s Brigade reached the field about noon of the 17th, formed line across the road at this 

point, and charged through the Batteries and across the fields in their front to check the 

advance of the Confederates from the West Woods. The direction of its advance was south of 

the Dunkard Church and, when its right Regiments, the 33d and 77th New York, were nearly 

abreast the Church, they received such a destructive fire on their right and rear as compelled 

them to retire to the cover of the ridge in front of the Church, the remainder of the Brigade 

forming on their left. Late in the day the 7th Maine charged across the Bloody Lane to 

Piper’s Barn and was repulsed with great loss. 

About noon of the 18th the Brigade was relieved by Cochrane’s Brigade of Couch’s Division, 

and withdrawn to the rear. 
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William Hale Long 
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William Hale Long 
Muster Sheets 
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William Hale Long 
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Adjutant General Department 
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William Hale Long  
Widow Pension File 
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