
Edwin Coffin 
 

Born in Massachusetts 

Residence Massachusetts 
Enlisted on 10/8/1861 as an Acting Master 

 

On 10/8/1861 he was commissioned into US Navy  
He was discharged on 2/4/1866 

 

Promotions 
Acting Vol. Lieutenant 6/23/1865 

 
Ships served on in Navy 

USS OHIO 
USS MIDNIGHT 

USS COLORADO 
USS ADELA 

South Atlantic Squadron 
North Atlantic Squadron 
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Edwin Coffin 
SWORD 

IDENTIFIED – SAUERBIER MODEL 1852 NAVAL OFFICER SWORD 

Sauerbier Naval Officer Swords are extremely scarce and are often missing from advance collections. 
This one is even more unique because it is identified to a Civil War Naval Officer. The sword has a 
complete original Sauerbier scabbard with all mounts; a hilt which has a deep brown patina with 
traces of original gold; an original white shark skin grip that has aged to a mellow gray, and original 
twisted wire. The original leather blade washer holds the 27 1/2-inch firm. It is etched with an anchor 
on both sides; and American Eagle and a ribbon with USN on one side; and a flag with USN on the 
other. Above the right-side anchor is the name “Edwin Coffin.” Surrounded by 34 stars. This number 
of stars represents the 2-year period between 4 July 1861 – 3 July 1863.  

Edwin Coffin was commissioned into the Navy 10/8/1861 as an Acting Master. He was promoted to 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 6/23/1865 and discharged 2/4/1866. He reported to the Receiving Ship 
USS Ohio, and would later serve on the USS Midnight, USS Colorado, and the USS Adela while in 
both the South & North Atlantic Squadrons, and he saw action both on land and at sea, and is 
mentioned in several reports for his gallant conduct. 
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U. S. S. Midnight 
USS Midnight (1861) 

USS Midnight was a steamer purchased by the Union Navy during the American Civil War. She was 
planned by the Union Navy for use as a gunboat stationed off Confederate waterways to prevent their 
trading with foreign countries. 

Midnight was purchased as Dawn by the Navy at New York City 31 July 1861 and commissioned 
at New York Navy Yard 19 October 1861, Acting Volunteer Lt. James Trathen in command. Assigned 
to the Gulf Blockading Squadron 2 November 1861, Midnight operated primarily along the 
southwestern coast of Texas, from time-to-time engaging Confederate coastal batteries as she 
served the Union blockade. Her faithful performance of duty in an area remote and neglected by war 
correspondents, illustrates the hardship often suffered by American sailors during the Civil War, in 
August 1862, as he reported sending Midnight home, Admiral Farragut commented: "The Midnight 
has been most active on the west coast of Texas and has been now constantly on blockade 9 
months, during which time she has only had fresh provision 24 days ... Forty cases of scurvy, and 
dysentery [make it] impossible for such a crew to recruit in this climate." 

Overhauled and her crew restored to health, Midnight arrived Port Royal, South Carolina, 16 October 
for service in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. For almost 2 years she continued this duty, a 
strong link in the chain which the Union Navy had forged and was drawing ever tighter around the 
Confederacy. On 3 February 1864 she captured British schooner Defy off Doboy Light, Georgia, 
sailing from Nassau to Beaufort, North Carolina with a cargo of salt for the South. Midnight was 
ordered to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 2 August for repairs. Midnight's last tour of duty took her to 
the East Gulf Blockading Squadron early in the fall. Besides serving in the blockade, she from time to 
time sent landing parties ashore in the vicinity of St. Andrews Bay, to gather information and to 
destroy Confederate resources. 

Salt works were Midnight's favorite targets. Vast quantities of salt were needed by the South to 
preserve meat, fish, and other perishable foods; to cure hides; and to bolster the Southern munitions 
industry. The Union Navy's systematic attacks on salt works seriously impaired the Confederacy's 
ability to remain at war. Midnight's most successful expedition began 1 February when a party landed 
at St. Andrews Bay. Three days later they returned to the ship, after destroying beyond repair several 
large salt plants and dumping tons of the precious chemical into the sea. Midnight served at St. 
Andrews Bay through the end of the war. She sailed north early in July and was sold at public 
auction in Boston, Massachusetts, to C. H. Miller 1 November 1865. 

The United States gunboat Midnight, Lieut. JAMES TRATHEN, commanding, from a ten months' 
cruise in the Gulf of Mexico, arrived yesterday.  

On. Aug. 9, she spoke ship Brazil, of Richmond, Maine, from New-Orleans for New-York, sugar 
loaded, and on Aug. 17, latitude 25° 03′ and longitude 70° 56′ spoke British bark Marion, of London, 
from Jamaica for London. Annexed is a list of the officers of the Midnight: 

Lieut.-Commanding, JAMES TRATHEN; Acting Master and Executive Officer, Benj. C. Dean; Acting 
Master, Edwin Coffin; Acting Assistant Paymaster, Franklin Miller; Acting Assistant Surgeon, James 
G. Beacon; Master's Mates, John O. Johnson, William Lyddon.                                                        
(Article in its original context from August 29, 1862)  
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U.S.S. Colorado 
 

Edwin Coffin served on the U.S.S. Colorado which was converted to an Ironsides December 
1862. 

 

 
 

USS Colorado (1856-1885), a steam screw frigate, was launched 19 June 1856 by 
Norfolk Navy Yard; sponsored by Miss N. S. Dornin; and commissioned 13 March 
1858, Captain W. H. Gardner in command. 

Putting to sea from Boston 12 May 1858 USS Colorado (1856-1885) cruised in Cuban 
waters deterring the practice of search by British cruisers until 6 August when she 
returned to Boston and was placed in ordinary until 1861. USS Colorado (1856-
1885) was recommissioned 3 June 1861 and sailed from Boston 18 June to join the 
Gulf Blockading Squadron. On 14 September an expedition under Lieutenant J. H. 
Russell from USS Colorado (1856-1885) cut out the schooner Judah believed to be 
preparing for service as a privateer and spiked one gun of the battery at the Pensacola 
Navy Yard.  

USS Colorado (1856-1885) sailed from Portsmouth, N.H., 9 December 1862 to rejoin 
the blockading force off Mobile, Ala., 13 March 1863. Returning to Portsmouth Navy 
Yard 4 February 1864, she was again placed out of commission from 18 February to 1 
September 1864. From 3 February to 25 May 1865 USS Colorado (1856-1885) was 
again out of commission at New York Navy Yard. 
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U.S.S. Colorado 
The first USS Colorado, a 3,400-long-ton (3,500 t), three-masted steam screw frigate, was launched on 
19 June 1856, by the Norfolk Navy Yard. Named after the Colorado River, she was sponsored by Ms. N. 
S. Dornin, and commissioned on 13 March 1858, with Captain W. H. Gardner, in command. She was the 
fifth of the "Franklin-class" frigates, which were all named after US rivers, except for Franklin. 

Putting to sea from Boston on 12 May 1858, Colorado cruised in Cuban waters deterring the practice of 
search by British cruisers until 6 August, when she returned to Boston and was placed in ordinary until 
1861. 

Colorado was recommissioned on 3 June 1861, and sailed from Boston on 18 June, to join the Union 
Navy's Gulf Blockading Squadron. She was under the task force commander, Commodore William 
Marvine, acting as his flagship for the Blockade. On 14 September, an expedition under Lieutenant J. H. 
Russell, from Colorado, cut out the schooner Judah, believed to be preparing for service as 
a privateer and spiked one gun of a battery at the Pensacola Navy Yard, losing three men in the raid. On 
11 December, another expedition was sent to Pilot Town, and succeeded in capturing a small schooner 
and two men. Colorado assisted in the capture of the steamer Calhoun (or Cuba) on 23 January 1862, off 
South West Pass, at the mouth of the Mississippi River, and a week later engaged 
four Confederate steamers. 

In April 1862, Colorado, built for fighting at sea, was prevented from participating in the Battle of New 
Orleans because her draft was too deep to cross the bar. Nineteen guns and one howitzer were removed 
and distributed across the fleet.] She returned to Boston, on 21 June, and was decommissioned from 28 
June-10 November. 

Colorado sailed from Portsmouth, New Hampshire, on 9 December, to rejoin the blockading force 
off Mobile, Alabama, on 13 March 1863. She shared in the capture of the schooner Hunter on 17 May. 
Returning to Portsmouth Navy Yard, on 4 February 1864, she was again placed out of commission from 
18 February-1 September. 

Clearing Portsmouth, on 6 October, she joined the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron and cruised off the 
coast of North Carolina, until 26 January 1865. Colorado participated in the bombardment and capture of 
Fort Fisher from 13 to 15 January. She was struck six times by enemy fire which killed one man and 
wounded two. 

By late 1864, Wilmington, North Carolina, was the only port left to the Confederacy. Its access to the sea 
was protected by Fort Fisher, at the mouth of the Cape Fear River. 

A joint Army-Navy attack in December failed (the First Battle of Fort Fisher, 7–27 December 1864). 

A second attack came in January (the Second Battle of Fort Fisher, 13–15 January 1865). Colorado was 
engaged, and George Dewey played a key role in her success. 

Colorado, being a wooden ship, was placed in the line outside the monitors and other armored vessels, 
but got a full share of conflict. Toward the end of the second engagement Admiral Porter 
signaled Commodore Thatcher to close in and silence a certain part of the works. As Colorado had 
already received considerable damage, her officers remonstrated. But Dewey, who had now acquired 
marked tactical ability, was quick to see the advantage to be gained by the move and the work was taken 
in fifteen minutes. The New York Times, commenting upon this part of the action, spoke of it as "the most 
beautiful duel of the war". When Admiral Porter came to congratulate Commodore Thatcher, the latter 
said generously: "You must thank Lieutenant Dewey, sir. It was his move." Nevertheless, Thatcher was 
promoted to rear admiral. He tried to take Dewey with him as his fleet captain when he went to supersede 
Farragut at Mobile Bay. This was not permitted, but Dewey was promoted to lieutenant-commander. 
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U.S.S Colorado / Judah 
Edwin Coffin participated in the first naval battle of Florida when they departed the 
Colorado and fought on land with the Marines to capture the CSA Judah 

The 250-ton, William H. Judah an elegant, two-mast schooner, was built c.1859. In 
early September 1861, the new Confederacy contracted with the ‘Judah & LeBaron 
Company’ for the use of the Judah over an indefinite period to carry essential cargo. 
‘Judah & LeBaron’ were sympathetic and apparently obviated the usual guarantees 
associated with any indeterminate hire. Under the command of Confederate officers, 
the Judah sailed from St. John, New Brunswick in Canada, to Pensacola, Florida with 
a mixed load of mercury, tin, and lead ingots valued at some $40,000, subsequently 
running the Union blockade and reaching Pensacola with her cargo intact.   

Union spies naturally reported the arrival of the Judah but upon learning the 
Confederates planned to convert the ship into an armed privateer, urged that a force of 
Federal vessels be sent with the prime mission of destroying the Judah before her 
outfitting could be completed.  

The USS Colorado, a three-mast steam, screw frigate named after the twisting 
Colorado River had been launched at the Gosport Navy Yard on June 19, 1856. The 
3400-ton Colorado was Commodore William Marvine's flagship in the establishment of 
the Mexican Gulf Blockade in 1861, her 40 guns a federal asset in starving out the 
insurgent Confederates from Key West to the Rio Grande. One Ernest White, a 
specialist in ship construction and employed as a spy by the Federal government and 
knowing the detail of the Colorado's available position and manpower, devised a 
scheme to use the Colorado’s longboats, and under cover of night, slip past the 
Confederate guards and destroy or severely disable the Judah at her berth.  

After some delay White’s plan was eventually approved and in the early hours of 
September 14th, a force of nearly one hundred men made up from a mix of 
the Colorado’s crew and on-board Marines under the command of Lt. J.H. Russell, 
cast off in four longboats. Keeping mid water for much of their trip, the Federal 
force rowed quietly across the bay on towards Pensacola’s harbor.  

The Confederate forces under the command of General Braxton Bragg, numbered 
several thousand. They were fresh troops but as yet, poorly trained. The Confederate 
lines stretched for four miles, from Fort McRee on the west, eastward towards Fort 
Barrancas and the navy yard. Guards manned three lookout points on the west side of 
the bay; but the small flotilla was not spotted until almost past the third position, 
nearest to the harbor. Raising the alarm, shots were exchanged between the guards 
and marines in the last boat. Two, possibly three Marines and an equal number of 
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Confederate soldiers died in this first fire-fight; but in poor light these fatalities were 
more by misfortune than accurately aimed shots.  

Taking advantage of the melee behind them, Marines from the first two boats 
successfully boarded the mostly deserted Judah and, under increasing danger from 
gunfire ashore, set her hull on fire. Marines from the third boat meanwhile, landed and 
spiked four, 10 in. Columbiad guns of the nearest shore battery manned by 
Confederate Marines of Co. B and commanded by Captain Alfred Van Benthuysen, 
before they too were forced back by sporadic gunfire.  

Fire quickly took hold of the Judah’s newly pitched timbers and within the hour she had 
lost her mooring lines and drifted down towards the shore line near Fort Barrancas, 
eventually sinking some hundred yards from grounding. The raiding party from the 
USS Colorado returned safely to their ship in three boats, one having been lost during 
the raid.  ., ,m.                                                                         

During this action which accounted for the Florida states’ first loss of life, casualty 
numbers are unreliable at best. Up to fifteen Union sailors & Marines overall may have 
been wounded, with at least two, possibly three killed. Confederate numbers are at 
least 10 wounded but the extent of injuries are unknown. Some claims are as high as 
thirty to forty Confederate troops killed but there are no records to substantiate these 
claims.  

The loss of the Judah was seen as a serious blow to Confederate aspirations on 
employing a sizable ‘privateer’ force against the North. Her destruction resulted in a 
revenge attack on Fort Picket the following month. Meanwhile, the USS 
Colorado sometime later became the flagship of the North Atlantic Blockade Squadron 
and figured prominently in the assault on Fort Fisher in North Carolina. 
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FORT FISHER 

 

Fort Fisher 

Admiral David D. Porter, The Naval History of the Civil War.,  

Grafton; Acting-Master's Mate, Aaron Vanderbilt, Aides. Note.--Those vessels marked with a * were 
engaged in the capture of Fort Fisher. *Colorado--first-rate. Commodore, Henry K. Thatcher; 
Lieutenants, George Dewey, H. B. Robeson and M. L. Johnson; Surgeon, James McClelland; 
Assistant-Surgeons, Robert Willard and B. H. Kidder; Paymaster, Wm. A. Ingersoll; Marines, Captain. 
L. L. Dawson; First-Lieutenant, E. P. Meeker; Acting-Volunteer-Lieutenant, F. F. Baury; Acting-
Masters, Edwin Coffin and L. B. King; Acting-Ensigns, J. L. Vennard and W. G. Perry; Acting-
Master's Mates, J. W. Wallace, A. B. Arey, E. A. Gould, M. V. Thomas and A. F. Tucker; Engineers: 
Chief, B. F. Garvin; First-Assistant, J. H. Bailey; Second-Assistants, E. E. Roberts, H. M. Quig and C. 
S. Maurice; Third-Assistant, M. A. Sutherland; Acting-Third-Assistants, C. C. Fernald, J. P. Messer 
and W. B. Whitmore; Boatswain, John K. Bartlett; Gunner, William Wilson; Carpenter, J. G. Myers; 
Sailmaker, Nicholas Lync 

article in its original context from April 7, 1865 
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USS Adela 
(1863-1865) 

Civil War Union Naval Ship 
 

 

Adela, a 585-ton iron side-wheel steamer, was originally built in the United Kingdom as a merchant 
vessel. On 7 July 1862, while in the Bahamas in anticipation of employment running the Federal 
blockade of the Confederacy, she was captured by USS Quaker City and USS Huntsville. Taken to 
Key West, Florida, she was condemned by the Prize Court there and, in May 1863, purchased by the 
U.S. Navy to be fitted out as a gunboat. She was commissioned as USS Adela by mid-June. Her first 
mission, lasting from mid-June into early July 1863, was to take part in the search for the Confederate 
cruisers Florida, Clarence and Tacony in the waters off the U.S. east coast. 

Late in July, Adela was sent south to Key West to join the blockade of western Florida. On 16-17 
October 1863, Adela and the gunboat Tahoma bombarded enemy fortifications at Tampa, covering 
the landing of men from both ships who proceeded inland to burn the blockade runners Scottish 
Chief and Kate Dale . Ambushed as it was returning, this landing force suffered the loss of several of 
its members before the rest could be reembarked. For the next year, Adela blockaded off St. 
George's Sound and St. Mark's, Florida, capturing the schooner Badger on 6 November 1864. Sent 
north later in November, the gunboat was under repair at New York until March 1865 and was then 
part of the Potomac Flotilla. USS Adela was decommissioned shortly after the end of the Civil War 
and was sold at the end of November 1865. 
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DEPARTURE OF THE ADELA  

7 July 1864 - Florida. The schooners USS Ariel, Acting Master Russell, USS Sea Bird, Acting Ensign 

Ezra L Robbins, and USS Stonewall, Acting Master Henry B Carter, and the ton sloop Rosalie, 

Acting Master Coffin, transported Union troops for a week-long raid on Brookville. After 

disembarking the soldiers, USS Ariel and USS Sea Bird proceeded to Bayport where a landing party 

captured a quantity of cotton and burned the customs house. The Union troops rejoined the two 

schooners at Bayport on 11 July and the force returned to Anclote Keys the next day. 

Commanding Officers 

 Act. Master Coffin, Edwin 22 February 1865 - 23 June 1865 

The United States steamer Pensacola will be towed to-day or early to-morrow from the Navy 
yard to Baltimore, by the United States steamers Adela and Calypso. The Pensacola, on 
arriving at Baltimore, will receive her machinery, which was manufactured at that place. The 
three vessels are already lying in the stream. The following is a list of the officers of the Adela: 
Acting Master Commanding, Edwin Coffin; Acting Ensigns, J.H. Goodwin, Albert C. Davis, 
Wm.H. Dumont, C.M. Jones, Ed. C. Remington; Acting Assistant Paymaster, George E. 
Martin; Acting First Assistant Engineer, George M. Bennett; Acting Second Assistant 
Engineers, H.C. White, Fred. A. Hutchinson; Acting Third Assistant Engineer, Aaron Varslow. 
The following is a list of the officers of the Calypso: Acting Volunteer Commander, Louis K. 
Shodder; Acting Ensigns, W.H. Fogg, Henry J. Dunn, George C. Cassidy, Harry D. 
Whittemore; Acting Assistant Paymaster, Dominick Batione; Acting First Assistant Engineer, 
B.F. Hann; Acting Second Assistant Engineers, E. Minne, O.S. Franck; Acting Third Assistant 
Engineers, W.N. Gilbert, George M. Smith. 

The recent beneficent order of the Navy Department, giving official positions at naval stations 
to seamen who have become disabled in the service of their country, is now being carried into 
effect. For this purpose, the Sanitary Commission has established a bureau at No. 35 
Chambers-street, of which Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT is Chief, where the names and abilities of 
applicants are registered, and from which the heads of departments at the Brooklyn Navy-
yard receive such disabled seamen as they need to fill vacancies in the yard. Many disabled 
persons lately have applied at the yard for employment, and have not received that attention 
which they might have expected, as the officers are  

The light draft monitor Squando, launched last week at East Boston at the yard of Messrs. 
MCKAY & ALDIS, had her engines tested on Saturday in presence of Chief Engineer WOOD, 
general Inspector of iron clad machinery. All the machinery and turret gear worked 
harmonious, and the workmanship and materials were found to be of the best quality. She 
has a turret and resembles to all outward appearances a monitor on a small scale. She is the 
first of the twenty light draft monitors which have been raised 22 inches. As she now lays in 
the water she shows 32 1/2 inches at either extremity, and 24 inches amidships; when fully 
equipped she will show from 18 to 20 inches of her sides. 
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