
 

Joseph Emery Fiske   

 

                               
Residence Needham MA; a 22-year-old 

 
Student. 

Enlisted on 9/1/1862 as a Sergeant.   

On 9/24/1862 he mustered into "C" Co. MA 43rd Infantry   
He was discharged for promotion on 5/29/1863   

 

On 5/29/1863 he was commissioned into "B" Co. MA 2nd Heavy Artillery   
He was Mustered Out on 5/15/1865   

He was listed as:   
* POW 4/20/1864 Plymouth, NC (Confined:  Wilmington, NC & Macon, GA)  

* Released 2/16/1865 Wilmington, NC   

Promotions:   
* 1st Sergt 11/24/1862   

* 2nd Lieut 5/29/1863 (As of Co. B 2nd MA HA)  
* 1st Lieut 7/30/1863   

* Capt 10/9/1863   

Intra Regimental Company Transfers:  
* From company B to company H   

After the War he lived in Wellesley Hills, MA  
died 2/22/1909 in Wellesley, MA   
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Joseph E. Fiske 
JANUARY 11, 2013 BY JDORIN 

The earliest memory I have of wanting to know more about Wellesley’s history is when I entered 
Fiske Elementary School for the first time in the Fall of 1989. I had just moved from West Newton and 
now I was surrounded by unfamiliar people and places. Quickly, however, I found comfort away from 
home in my new elementary school. And it wasn’t just the building and the people in it that helped me 
deal with my new environment. It was also the name: the Joseph E. Fiske Elementary School. It 
might sound really stupid, but I felt more at ease because I shared with this Fiske guy for whom the 
school was named a first name beginning with the letter ‘J’. Yeah, I know…that makes no sense. But 
I was six years old and much of what was going on in my head was nonsense. Regardless, I felt an 
attachment to Joseph E. Fiske. Yet, in my five years at the school, I can’t recall one time that any of 
my teachers or administrators told me anything about the man. I didn’t even know what his middle 
initial stood for. Well, twenty years went by, and I finally had enough of not knowing much about the 
namesake of my elementary school. So, I dug deep and sought an answer to my question of who was 
Joseph E. Fiske. 

Turns out, this guy was a big deal. Like if I had to name the top five most important citizens in all of 
Wellesley’s history, Fiske would be up there. And boy, did he have a ridiculously fascinating life: born 
into an important family whose roots in the area date to Puritan times, educated at Harvard, fought 
against the Confederacy and ended up as a prisoner-of-war in the South, returned to Wellesley to 
start a family only to lose his first wife during childbirth, entered into politics and led the fight for 
separation from Needham, and once Wellesley was born, became one of the largest property dealers 
during the town’s transition from rural community to suburb. I’m shocked his life hasn’t been made 
into a movie yet. Well, here’s my best attempt at bringing Joseph E. Fiske to the big (computer) 
screen. 

Joseph Emery Fiske 
(Source: Fiske and Fisk Family) 

Joseph Emery Fiske was born in what is now Wellesley on October 
23, 1839, but the story of his ancestors in Massachusetts began over 
two hundred years earlier when Nathan Fiske (his great-great-great-
great-grandfather) came here from England in 1636 and settled in 
Watertown (which was then comprised of Watertown, Cambridge, 
Belmont, Waltham, Weston, and Lincoln). How the Fiske homestead 
came to be in Wellesley is a bit confusing. In 1778, Enoch Fiske (a 
prominent citizen of Natick and the great-grandson of Nathan) bought 
200 acres of land in the Hundreds Woods, in the general vicinity of 
Carisbrooke Road, Woodlawn Avenue, and Hundreds Road. It wasn’t 
until 1804 when he built a farmhouse on the property for his 
unmarried son, Isaiah. When Isaiah finally married in 1831, he moved 
to Maine with his new bride and sold the homestead in 1833 to his 
second cousin, Emery Fiske, who had been residing in Dedham. Six 
years later, Emery’s son and the subject of this post, Joseph Emery 
Fiske, was born in that farmhouse. 

Joseph E. Fiske’s life started out rather uneventful. His mother, Eunice Bacon Morse of Natick and a 
descendant of the families for whom Morse’s Pond and Bacon Street (in Natick) were named, gave 
birth to eight children, but only two survived beyond infancy, Joseph being the youngest of those 
eight. He was educated at the local public schools, including the ‘Little Red Schoolhouse‘ in what is 
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now Needham, until 1852 when he enrolled at an academy in Falmouth and then was fitted for 
college at the school of N.T. Allen in West Newton. (There was no high school in Wellesley until 1865, 
so most students desiring a college education went to the Allen school.) Fiske entered Harvard in 
1857, graduating in 1861. 
 
That fall, he enrolled in the Andover Theological Seminary in Newton, but left in the summer of 1862 
to enlist in the 43rd Regiment of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia. He was soon ordered to 
Beaufort on the coast of North Carolina, where his company was put on garrison duty far from the 
battlefields. Fiske also had the additional assignments of being post chaplain and his company’s 
orderly, which kept him busy throughout the day, but often left him with little to do when the soldiers at 
the fort were off fighting. This frustrated Fiske, who noted, “I would rather run my risk of getting killed 
or wounded than of missing the sight of a big battle.” Unfortunately, not much changed until June of 
1863 when he was ordered back to Boston on recruiting duty. And things still didn’t get any better 
when Fiske returned to the South in December and was put in charge of Fort O’Rourke in Norfolk, 
Virginia, a job similar to what he had been doing in Beaufort but on a much larger scale. But all this 
would change in February of 1864 when he was transferred to Fort Gray along the banks of the 
Roanoke River in Plymouth, North Carolina. This fort was threatened by Confederate forces, who 
wanted control over the river and thus the ability to resupply soldiers within the interiors of North 
Carolina and Virginia. Unfortunately for Fiske and the Union, the CSS Albemarle, a Confederate 
ironclad ram, was successful against the Union naval defense surrounding the fort, leaving it more 
vulnerable to enemy fire. In April, the fort and town were surrendered to the Confederate forces and 
Fiske was taken as a prisoner-of-war. For ten months, he was held in South Carolina and Georgia 
prisons before successfully escaping in February of 1865.  A free soldier once again, Fiske joined 
Sherman’s Army in the middle of its march through the Confederate States and was put on the staff 
of Major General Francis Preston Blair. He would remain in that group for a month before being 
allowed to go home, leaving Sherman’s Army a mere month before the Confederate forces 
surrendered at Appomattox, effectively ending the Civil War. After two and a half years of service, 
Fiske had been promoted all the way to Captain. Not too shabby for a volunteer with no military 
training. 

Once back home in Wellesley, Fiske chose to finish his degree at the Andover Theological Seminary. 
However, instead of entering into the ministry when he graduated in 1867, Fiske returned home to 
care for his elderly father and start a family. Tragically, in 1871, his new wife of two years died after 
the birth of their first child, Nellie. Unfit to provide for his daughter, Fiske gave up Nellie to his wife’s 
sister and her husband, Charles Wilder (who was a very successful and wealthy paper manufacturer 
and lived nearby on the current site of the main parking lot of the Wellesley Hills Congregational 
Church — the Wilder house later served as its parish house until it was destroyed by a fire in 1948, 
though the former Wilder barn was moved to the rear of the parking lot where it still stands today). 
The Wilders were childless, having lost their two-year-old son the previous year, so they were more 
than happy to care for their niece. The following year, Fiske remarried and soon had another 
daughter, Isabel. It wasn’t long after that before little Nellie rejoined her father and his family. 

Now that his home life was more stable, Fiske chose to enter into politics, serving locally as Needham 
Selectman from 1873-77. He was also elected to the Massachusetts Legislature, first serving as a 
Representative from 1873-74 and then as a Senator from 1876-77. Needless to say, these were very 
important times during Wellesley’s history as it worked to separate itself from Needham. And Fiske 
certainly had an intimate role in the process. Besides being a liaison between Wellesley and the 
Commonwealth, he was probably sought for advice by town leaders more than any other citizen. In 
1880, Fiske was even chosen to announce to the Legislature that Wellesley was going to submit a 
petition requesting separation from Needham and incorporation as a new town. That following year, 
the town of Wellesley was born. 
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Fiske also took an active role in developing the local public schools, helping transform them into 
models of modern education. His most profound influence was from 1876-79 when he served on the 
School Committee (which more or less ran the entire school system at the time). During these years, 
he would make unannounced stops at the schools and quiz students, asking such annoying 
questions as ‘Is three times zero equal to three or zero?’ Or he would ask the kids to turn around 
completely, and when they only went around halfway to face the opposite direction, he would 
admonish them for not doing a full 360° turn. Fiske’s quizzes, however, were not as terrifying as they 
seem. At one visit, he secretly had little kittens in his pockets, which began to peek out as he lectured 
at the children. Surely, such a display of cuteness would overwhelm any intimidation brought forth by 
Fiske. He may have valued education over all else, but he had a soft heart and was attuned to the 
sensitivities of young children. 

By the early 1880s, Fiske’s life had shifted away from politics and he spent the next two decades in 
real estate. By buying and selling land, he was able to influence how certain properties were used, 
which was crucial as Wellesley began its transformation into a true Boston suburb. And although he 
was removed from the political arena, Fiske was still consulted by town leaders on all kinds of matters 
related to the development of Wellesley. His service, however, did him in, as he collapsed after 
moderating a meeting and never fully recovered. Joseph Emery Fiske died at the age of 73 in 1909 in 
the same house on Woodlawn Avenue in which he was born. 

 

Fiske Homestead – 126 Woodlawn Avenue 
(Photo taken by Joshua Dorin – January 2013) 

The Fiske name, however, never left Wellesley. For starters, the Fiske homestead still stands near 
the end of Woodlawn Avenue, though it looks nothing like what it did when he lived there — after it 
was sold out of the family in 1936, the old farmhouse underwent an extreme renovation that included 
a 90° rotation. But the Fiske name, of course, is most closely associated with the schoolhouse on 
Hastings Street. This building, however, was not the first Fiske School. The original Fiske Grammar 
School was actually located on the site of Ouellet Park on Cedar Street. Built in 1892, the school 
closed in February of 1954 when the current Fiske School was completed (the old school was razed 
in 1962). 

I hope you all now understand why I believe that Joseph Emery Fiske was one of the greatest citizens 
this town has ever had. His intelligence, patriotism, leadership, and sagacity helped shape Wellesley 
(and the country) during its most fragile period. Fiske was a true hero in every sense of the word.  AZSWORDS.C
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AMES M1850 FOOT OFFICERS SWORD 
MASSACHUSETTS PRESENTATION 

POW, ANDERSONVILLE 
 

Capt. J. E. Fiske 
This is an Ames M1850 Foot Officers presentation sword with a 
gold washed brass scabbard, which is all original. The hilt is tight 
with 100% original shark-skin grip and triple strand wire and the 
original blade washer hold the frosty blade tight. The blade has the 
script US which was adopted by Ames in 1863.  

The presentation reads: 

Presented to 
Capt. J. E. Fiske 
Mass 2 Hvy Arty 

By the members of his Co. as a token 
token of their esteem 

Dec. 1863 
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Joseph Emery Fiske enlisted as a Private on August 1862 and 
made Orderly Sergeant October 7; Company C, 43rd 
Massachusetts Infantry. The regiment was ordered to Beaufort, 
North Carolina where he made 1st Sergeant on December 1st and 
acted as Post Adjutant from 3 December 1862 to 3 March 1863. 
On 29 May, 1863 he was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant and 
transferred to the 2nd Mass Heavy Artillery. He returned to Boston 
on recruiting duty where he was promoted to 1st Lieutenant and 
Captain. In December 1863, he was ordered to Norfolk, Virginia 
and placed in command of Fort O’Rourke from 19 December, 1863 
to February 13,1864.  He then transferred to Fort Gray which was 
built to protect the town of Plymouth, NC. 
 

After General Wessel surrendered the town and after repulsing 
several attacks, Captain Fiske was compelled to yield and 
surrendered Fort Gray on 19 April. He was taken prisoner and 
transported to Andersonville where he was kept prisoner until 29 
July, 1864. He would be moved to Savannah, then to Charleston, 
and finally to Columbia South Carolina. On February 14, 1865 he 
escaped and reported for duty to General Sherman and was 
assigned to General F.P. Blair’s staff. He was honorably discharged 
in 15 May, 1865.   
 

Ames brass scabbard presentation swords are rare, especially to 
an officer who was a POW at Andersonville.   
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Joseph Emery Fiske enlisted as a Private on August 1862 and made Orderly Sergeant October 7; 
Company C, 43rd Massachusetts Infantry. The regiment was ordered to Beaufort, North Carolina 
where he made 1st Sergeant on December 1st and acted as Post Adjutant from 3 December 1862 to
3 March 1863. On 29 May, 1863 he was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant and transferred to the 
2nd Mass Heavy Artillery. He returned to Boston on recruiting duty where he was promoted to 1st 
Lieutenant and Captain. In December 1863, he was ordered to Norfolk, Virginia and placed in 
command of Fort O’Rourke from 19 December, 1863 to February 13,1864.  He then transferred to 
Fort Gray which was built to protect the town of Plymouth, NC.
 
After General Wessel surrendered the town and after repulsing several attacks, Captain Fiske was 
compelled to yield and surrendered Fort Gray on 19 April. He was taken prisoner and transported to 
Andersonville where he was kept prisoner until 29 July, 1864. He would be moved to Savannah, then 
to Charleston, and finally to Columbia South Carolina. On February 14, 1865 he escaped and 
reported for duty to General Sherman and was assigned to General F.P. Blair’s staff. He was 
honorably discharged in 15 May, 1865.
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FORTY-THIRD REGIMENT MASSACHUSETTS 
VOLUNTEER MILITIA (INFANTRY) 

NINE MONTHS 

 

The 43d Regt. Mass. Vol. Mill was one of the new militia regiments raised to fill the quota of 
Massachusetts under the call of Aug. 4, 1862, for nine months troops.  Its nucleus was the 2d 
Battalion Infantry, M. V. M. which by Special Order No. 596, dated Aug. 7, 1862, was authorized to 
recruit to the full size of a regiment.  On Aug. 23 the 2d Battalion was ordered to Camp Meigs, 
Reedville, Brig. Gen. R. A. Pierce being in command of the camp.  Here it completed its organization 
as a regiment. The companies were mustered in between Sept. 12 and Oct. 11, 1862. Colonel 
Holbrook and the rest of the field and staff were mustered in Oct. 25.  Because of the prominence of 
Company "A”, the old Boston Light Infantry or "Tigers", as it was commonly called, the 43d became 
generally known as the "Tiger Regiment".   

 

After a parade in Boston the regiment embarked on the steamer MERRIMAC Nov. 5, but did not   
leave Boston Harbor until Nov. 10, when it proceeded under the escort of the U. S. Gunboat HURON 
to Beaufort, N. C., arriving on the 15th.  Here it entrained at once for Newbern, N. C., and established 
itself at Camp Rogers on the Trent River about two miles from the city. Here it became a part of the 1st 
Brigade, 1st Division of General Foster's command, the brigade being commanded by   
Col.Thomas J. C. Amory.   

 

On the 11th of December the regiment, with the exception of Co. "C", which had been sent to 
Beaufort, started on the Goldsboro expedition.  It was present Dec. 14 at the battle of Kinston, at 
Whitehall, Dec. 16, and at Goldsboro, Dec. 17, its losses being slight.  Returning to Camp Rogers 
after its 180-mile march, the regiment remained inactive until Jan. 17, when it joined in the expedition 
to Trenton, returning to camp on the 21st.  Again, it remained in camp occupied in daily drills until Mar. 
14, when it proceeded about 20 miles toward Kinston in pursuit of a force which had made an attack 
on Newbern.  The enemy having disappeared from its front, on the 16th the regiment again returned 
to Camp Rogers.   

 

On the 7th of April the regiment was ferried across the Neuse River and was sent with the 17th 
Regiment on an expedition to relieve Little Washington which was besieged by a large Confederate 
force under Gen. D. H. Hill.  On the afternoon of April 9, 1863, the enemy was encountered at 
Blount’s Creek, a dozen miles south of Little Washington. After a sharp skirmish the Union force 
withdrew and returned to Newbern.  Embarking almost immediately on a transport, it went by water 
on the expedition which finally relieved Little Washington, remaining on duty at that place from April 
18 to 24.   

 

Returning by steamer to Newbern, on the 27th it entrained for Batchellor's Creek, advancing on the 
31st to the region of Core Creek to guard the pioneers who were rebuilding the railroad to Goldsboro.   
On May 1 it returned to Newbern.   

 

During May and June, the 43d remained in or near Newbern doing guard and fatigue duty until the 24th 
of the latter month when it embarked on transports bound for Fort Monroe.  Landing at Hampton, Va., 
June 30, on the 2d of July, it took steamer for Baltimore arriving at Fort McHenry the next day.   Here 
203 officers and men volunteered to serve temporarily with the Army of the Potomac and proceeded to 
Sandy Hook, Md.  Here, under command of Lieut. Col. Whiton, they were attached to   
the 1st Brigade, 2d Division, 6th Corps.  The duty of these volunteers ended July 18, after the retreat of 
Lee's army into Virginia, and on this day, they took transportation for Boston.  Here they were 
furloughed until July 30 when they reassembled at Reedville and were mustered out of the service.  
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SECOND REGIMENT 
MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEER HEAVY 

ARTILLERY 
THREE YEARS 

 

The recruiting of the 2d Regt. Mass. Vol. Hy. Arty. was authorized by Governor Andrew as early as 
May, 1863, and Major Jones Frankle of the 17th Regt. Mass. Vol. Inf. was designated as its colonel.  
It was originally intended as a veteran regiment to be recruited from the members of nine months 
organizations whose terms of service were about to expire, but in the end its recruits were gathered 
from a much wider field. 
 
At its rendezvous, Camp Meigs, Readville, recruiting proceeded slowly through the summer and fall 
of 1863.  In July and August, Companies "A", "B", "C", and "D" were enlisted and  
mustered into the service, and on Sept. 5, these four companies sailed from Boston on the steamer 
GUIDE bound for Newbern, N. C.  Companies’ "E" and "F" were mustered largely in  
October and were sent, Nov. 7, to the same destination.  The remaining six companies, "G", "H", "I", 
"K", "L", and "M", were mustered in December, and were sent to Fort Monroe to report to General 
Butler. 
 
The six companies sent to Newbern were assigned to do guard and garrison duty at various places in 
eastern North Carolina, while the last six were held during the fall and winter in the vicinity of Norfolk.  
The monthly reports for March, 1864, show that Companies "A" and "D" were stationed at Fort 
Macon, N. C., Company "B" at Newport Barracks, Company "C" at Morehead City, Companies "G" 
and "H" at Plymouth, N.C., and Companies "I", "K", "L", and "M" at Norfolk, Va. 
 
After a brave resistance Companies "G" and "H" at Plymouth, N. C., were made prisoners almost to a 

man on April 20 by a Confederate force under General Hoke, about 275 being carried into captivity, a 

very large majority of whom died in Confederate prisons.
 
In May, 1864, of the eight companies in North Carolina, all were at Newbern excepting Company "B", 
which was still at Newport Barracks, while the companies in Virginia were stationed near Portsmouth.  
The headquarters of the regiment were now at Newbern.  In July all the companies with the exception 
of "B" and "K" were at Newbern. 
 
During the months of August and September a large number of recruits arrived, raising the total 
number of men in the regiment to nearly 2000.  By various orders of the War  
Department, issued during the winter of 1864-65, all the men in excess of the legal maximum 
standard, about 435 in number, were transferred to the 17th Regt. Mass. Vol. Inf. 
 
In the fall of 1864, an epidemic of yellow fever visited Newbern, and the 2d Hy. Arty. lost a large 
number of men who contracted the disease while doing guard duty in the stricken city. 
 
At the beginning of the year 1865 six companies, "B", "C", "F", "G", "I", and "M", were in the vicinity of 
Newbern, N. C., four, "A", "D", "E", and "H", were at Plymouth, N. C., while Companies "K" and "L" 
were in Virginia.  These two companies joined the main body at Newbern in April. 
 
Meanwhile on the 8th of March, 1865, Companies "B", "C", "F", "I", and "M" had participated in the 
battle of South West Creek, near Kinston, losing five men killed, 20 wounded, and two missing. 
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June, 1865, found the entire regiment at Camp Chattanooga, near Newbern.  In July it was 
transferred to Wilmington, N. C., and during the month of August it garrisoned Fort Fisher and other 
defenses of the Cape Fear River. 
 
On Sept. 2 the regiment was ordered home, and on the following day, Sept. 3, it was mustered out of 
the service and embarked for Boston.  Arriving at Galloup's Island, Boston Harbor, Sept. 15, on the 
23d the regiment was disbanded and the members departed for their homes.  
 
Source:  Massachusetts Soldiers, Sailors & Marines in the Civil War 
 
************************************************************************************** 
 
   
Report of Lieut. Col. Augustus B. R. Sprague, Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, of operations 
March 3--10. 
 
HDQRS. SECOND MASSACHUSETTS ARTILLERY, Kinston, N. C., March 16, 1865. CAPT.: In 
accordance with circular of March 13, from headquarters First Brigade, First Division, District of 
Beaufort, I have the honor to report the operations of my command from the time of leaving New 
Berne to include the battle of Kinston as follows: 
 
In accordance with verbal orders received from Gen. Harland, my command, consisting of five 
companies (B, C, F, I, and M) of this regiment, left New Berne about 1 p.m. on the 3d instant, and 
marched to within about half a mile of Batchelder's Creek and bivouacked for the night. The march of 
the 3d instant brought the command to within about two miles of Core Creek. Both of these days were 
extremely stormy and the roads were very bad, so that the marching was excessively difficult and the 
progress of the command much delayed by wagon trains in front of it. On the 5th instant the 
command reached the brigade bivouac, near Core Creek. The following day, the 6th instant my 
command marched with the brigade up the line of the Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad to Gun 
Swamp. On the 7th instant broke camp at 8.30 a.m. and marched up the railroad about five miles. 
Two sections of Mercer's battery (C), Third New York Artillery, were drawn up in a field on the left of 
the railroad track and my command was ordered to support them. After supporting the battery in 
position for about two hours the regiment was relieved by a portion of Col. Boughton's brigade, and 
was ordered to picket the British road on the right of the railroad with one company on the Neuse 
Road, and lay quietly all night. 
 
The following morning, the 8th instant, about 10 o'clock, I was ordered to advance a portion of my 
command up the Neuse Road to make a reconnaissance and connect with the right of Twenty-third 
Massachusetts line of skirmishers. I went myself, taking with me Maj. Amory and Companies F and M 
of my command. Met the enemy on the Neuse Road; had quite a severe skirmish, losing 3 men killed 
and having 1 wounded. At this time, I received orders that if I was attacked, I should withdraw my 
advance and report with my entire command at brigade headquarters. This I did, when I was ordered 
to support Van Heusen's battery (D), Third New York Artillery, on the left of the British road, near the 
railroad. The enemy having made an attack in force upon Col. Claassen's front, I was ordered by 
Gen. Palmer to proceed immediately to the left of Col. Boughton's brigade for the purpose of filling a 
gap in the line between Col. Boughton's brigade and that of Col. Claassen. Filing into a field on the 
left of the British road and of Col. Boughton's command, the regiment lay in line under fire of the 
enemy, supporting a section of Van Heusens' battery (until the section retired disabled, three horses 
being killed) until dark, when I advanced my lines until my connection was perfect between Col. 
Boughton's brigade, on my right, and Col. Claassen's, upon my left, and threw up breast-works. A line 
of skirmishers was then thrown out to the edge of the woods in front of the regiment, to connect with 
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those of the brigades upon my right and left. The night was stormy, and there was almost constant 
skirmishing. The next day, the 9th instant, all was quiet along the lines, with occasional firing from the 
skirmishers on both sides, and the weather was quite stormy. During the night the picket-firing was 
very heavy indeed, and the officer in charge of the skirmish line reported to me that quite a force of 
the enemy, apparently a regiment, came down as far as the enemy's skirmish line, as if to make an 
assault upon the works, but retired. 
 
During the 10th instant there was very heavy skirmishing along the whole line of works, particularly 
while the assault was being made by the enemy upon the left of the line. This ceased, however, about 
dark, and all was quiet during the night along my front. The next morning, the 11th instant, the officer 
in charge of my skirmish line reported that the enemy's skirmishers had disappeared. I therefore sent 
out a party and had a reconnaissance made as far as the rebel works in the woods in front of my line, 
which were found to have been abandoned by the enemy. 
 
Very respectfully, yours, 
 
A. B. R. SPRAGUE, 
Lieut.-Col., Cmdg. 
 
Capt. J. D. PARKER, JR., 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 1st Brig., 1st Div., Dist of Beaufort. 
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CONFEDERATE POSTAL HISTORY 

 
 

South-to North Through-the-Lines POW cover which originated at Camp Oglethorpe 
Prison for Officers in Macon, Ga, with the Union Old Point Comfort, Va, double ring CDS 
and the Union handstamp DUE 6 as the Union postage was unpaid. This would be the inside 
envelope with the outer envelope, which would have had the CSA postage to the transfer 
point, discarded at the transfer point. Addressed to Mr. Emery Fiske, Newton Lower Falls, 
Massachusetts USA. Endorsed at upper left "Joseph E. Fiske, Capt Prisoner of 
War." Pencil examiner's mark at left "Ex CHB." The "CHB" examiner's mark has not been 
identified but is known to have been used at Camp Oglethorpe. Galen Harrison in his 
definitive book on Civil War POW mail lists only 28 covers from Camp Oglethorpe. Light stain 
at upper left, otherwise Very Fine. 
 
Joseph Emery Fiske (1839-1909) entered service as a Sergt in Co C 43rd Massachusetts 
Infantry 9/1/1862. He was commissioned 2nd Lieut 5/29/1863 and transferred to Co B 2nd 
Massachusettes Heavy Artillery. He was subsequently promoted 1st Lieut 7/30/1863 and 
Capt 10/9/1863. He is listed as captured as a POW at the Battle of Plymouth (NC) 4/20/1864 
(Confederate Victory) and confined for a short time initially in Wilmington NC and then 
transterred to Camp Oglethorpe in Macon, Ga. The Union officers captured at the Battle of 
Plymouth were the first POWs sent to Camp Oglethorpe. The enlisted men captured at that 
battle were sent to Andersonville. Capt Fiske was released 2/16/1865 (may have been 
exchanged) and mustered out with his unit 5/15/1865 
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