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Edward L. Shepard
Presentation sword
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Residence Holderness NH; 20 years old.
Enlisted on 8/22/1862 as a Corporal.
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On 9/5/1862 he mustered into "E" Co. New Hampshire 12th Infantry
He was discharged on 6/21/1865
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Promotions:
Sergeant 7/5/1863
2nd Lieutenant 1/5/1864
1st Lieutenant 7/20/1864
Captain 5/26/1865 (As of Co. G, not mustered.)

Other Information:
born 5/3/1842 in Holderness, NH
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(Son of John Shepard and Almira Shepard. Wife: Martha
Blair, no children)
After the War he lived in Ashland, NH
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12th New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry Regiment
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The 12th New Hampshire Infantry was formed in the summer of 1862 and entered Federal service in September
of that year. The regiment was under the command Colonel Joseph Potter, a West Point graduate and veteran of
the Mexican War. Assigned to the Union’s Army’s 3rd Corps, the regiment first saw action at the Battle of
Fredericksburg in December, but was only lightly engaged.
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At the end of April, 1863, the 12th New Hampshire and the rest of the 3rd Corps remained across the
Rappahannock River from Fredericksburg while the commander of the Army of the Potomac, Major General
Joseph Hooker, concentrated three of his corps around Chancellorsville and engaged the Confederates on May
1st. Hooker then ordered the 3rd Corps to march to Chancellorsville, and it arrived on May 2nd, going into
position near a local ironworks called Catherine Furnace. At the same time, General Thomas “Stonewall”
Jackson was executing his famous flank march around to the Union right.
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At about 5:45 p.m., Jackson attacked the Union 11th Corps, catching it by surprise, and driving the Federals
back in a rout. The 12th New Hampshire was in danger of being overrun as the 11th Corps retreated in chaos,
but the New Hampshire men were able to safely withdraw.
The next day, the 12th New Hampshire was placed in position along a stream in a cleared area called Fairview.
Major General JEB Stuart, in command of Jackson’s Corps after Stonewall’s wounding the night before, was
attacking and pushing back the Federals that were in front of the 12th’s position. Even though the men of the
12th were lying down, several were killed and wounded as the battle moved closer to them. Finally, the
regiment, and another one on the 12th’s right were ordered to attack.
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The men of the 12th got up and advanced, but despite the best efforts of the their officers to get them up and
going, few men in the other regiment moved. The 12th New Hampshire was on its own. The regiment moved up
to the top of a hill. Colonel Potter halted the advance, pointed to towards the enemy with his sword, and said
“There the devils are. Give them hell”.
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The men of the 12th opened fire. Potter had been ordered to engage and hold the enemy in place either for “as
long as possible” or “until the last man falls” depending on the witness. The regiment stood its ground against
Brigadier General George Doles’ brigade of the 4th, 12th, 21st, and 44th Georgia regiments. The outnumbered
New Hampshire men began taking casualties immediately, with a disproportionally large number of officers
getting hit. Colonel Potter was hit in the leg and carried from the field; he would be captured before the end of
the day. Lieutenant Colonel John F. Marsh, who was directing the action of the right side of the line was also
shot in the leg and had to retire from the field. Major George D. Savage was shot in jaw and seriously wounded;
his brother, Company A commander Captain Moses H. Savage was killed. Sergeant Richard Musgrove was
standing near Company D’s commander, Captain Orlando Keyes, when the Captain has shot in the heart and
killed, the blast sending Keyes into the air.
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Despite its losses, the regiment held on, delaying Dole’s advance for an hour and a half. The men had been
issued sixty cartridges each and many used them up and took more from the dead and wounded. As the fight
continued, Confederate units were moving around the 12th, and the regiment was in danger of being cut off. By
this time, the only officers left on the field were a few lieutenants, and one of them, Lieutenant Edwin E. Bedee,
finally ordered the 12th to retreat. With more Rebels quickly closing in on the diminished regiment, it was a
race to the rear for the survivors, who headed towards the new Union line forming near the Chancellor House.
After reaching the Federal lines, the badly cut up regiment was allowed to go to the rear. The 12th New
Hampshire’s fighting at the Battle of Chancellorsville was over.
It had been an extremely costly day of fighting for the 12th. The regiment went into action with 558 officers and
men and lost 41 killed, 213 wounded, and 63 missing (most of whom were captured), for a total of 317

casualties. This was by far the most casualties of any Union regiment at Chancellorsville (another Third Corps
regiment, the 141st Pennsylvania, was second with 235 total casualties). Thirty-one of the wounded died later of
their wounds, bringing the total number of dead up to 72. Twenty-six of the 28 officers present were either
wounded or killed.
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The 12th New Hampshire had done its duty and delayed a portion of the Confederate onslaught that day
allowing time for a new Union line to form, but at a terrible price. This would not be the last very costly battle
that the 12th would fight in. The regiment would also suffer heavy casualties two months later at Gettysburg
and again at Cold Harbor in June of 1864.

O

TWELFTH REGIMENT NEW HAMPSHIRE VOLUNTEER INFANTRY. (THREE YEARS.)

C

By ASA W. BARTLETT, late Captain Twelfth Regiment New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry, and
Historian of the Regiment.
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THE fact that this regiment sprang into potential existence in about three days, and that for three
years lacking only three months it served in the armies of the Potomac and the James, where, by a
loss of more than one third of its members in killed and wounded, it made for itself a record of valor
and sacrifice unsurpassed, if equaled, by any other regiment of infantry in the Union army, is
convincingly suggestive to the reader how inadequate and incomplete must be the brief skeleton
sketch that can be given it in the limited space allotted here.
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To the memory and honor of Colonels George W. Stevens and Thomas J. Whipple, of Laconia, more
than to any other two or ten persons, belongs the credit of raising the regiment, -- to the former, for
originating the idea of raising it in Belknap county and adjoining towns, upon certain conditions
precedent to be granted by Governor Berry, provided it should be ready for muster within ten days;
and to the latter, assisted by his able coadjutor, for his great and successful efforts, as an orator, in so
arousing the people to a proper sense of their duty and danger as to raise it in so short a time. The
long and bitter contest between Governor Berry and his advisers on one side, and Colonel Whipple
and his friends, including the whole regiment and many prominent men of the State, on the other
side, concerning who should be commissioned colonel, finally ended in the rejection of both Whipple
and Stevens, whom the regiment had chosen to lead them, and the selection by the Governor of
Joseph H. Potter, of Concord, then captain in the Seventh United States Regiment, and John F.
Marsh, of Nashua, a captain in the Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers, for colonel and lieutenant-colonel of
the regiment.
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The companies rendezvoused and were mustered into the United States service as they arrived at
"Camp Belknap," on Concord plains, and left there for Washington, D.C., September 27, 1862. It may
be stated here that a thousand larger and more stalwart-looking men never marched down the main
street of their capital city. More, perhaps, than any other regiment from the State, from having a
greater proportion of the "sons of the soil," they represented the brawn, if not the brain, of its
mountains and hills, and soon received the name of "The New Hampshire Mountaineers."
Arriving at Washington on the morning of the 29th, the regiment went into camp the same day upon
Arlington Heights, Va., about seven miles from the Capitol, where it remained under constant drill until
the 17th of October, when it proceeded by rail to Knoxville, Md.; and nine days later, the 26th, it
crossed the Potomac at Berlin, and became a part of the great moving column of Union soldiers
known as the Army of the Potomac. Proceeding southward to Falmouth, Va., by short yet wearisome
marches--for the men were then tyros instead of heroes--the regiment soon after went into its first
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battle at Fredericksburg, Va., receiving a savage introduction from the Confederate artillery, which cut
two officers and seven men from its line December 12, before crossing the river. For the next three
days it participated in the battle, greatly exposed to the enemy's batteries, but fortunately suffering but
little loss. Two companies, C and F, left by mistake on picket when the army retreated, were rescued
at the last moment by Colonel Marsh at great risk. In this battle the Twelfth acted as an independent
command in Whipple's division of the Third Corps, in the Centre Grand Division, commanded by
Hooker.
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The winter at Falmouth, following Burnside's bloody repulse, though unusually mild, was a severe one
for the army, the Twelfth, in common with other regiments, losing sadly from sickness, as many as
seven dying in a single night. The exposures and hardships of the Fredericksburg campaign and of
the famous "Mud March" soon following, in which the regiment and the whole army labored hard, but
in vain, to reach the enemy's lines once more, had doubtless much to do with increasing the rate of
mortality.
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May 2, 1863 -- a day never to be forgotten by a survivor of the Twelfth--the campaign for that year
with the Army of the Potomac opened with terrible earnestness at Chancellorsville, Va., where the
regiment suffered severely, being the last regiment of the Third Corps, which bore the brunt of the
fight, to retreat, and leaving nearly all its officers and more than half of the men dead or wounded on
the field. In this most desperate conflict, of the five hundred and forty-nine musket-bearers who went
into the fight, only Two (so far as the writer, after long and diligent search, has been able to find)
escaped untouched. Those who were not killed or wounded had their clothes, blankets, or equipment
torn with pieces of shell or pierced with bullets.
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Two months later, after making one of the most trying marches of the war, found the regiment on the
decisive battlefield of Gettysburg, where it was again baptized in blood. Its monument, now standing
there, close by the Emmitsburg road, truthfully proclaims to the passer-by that out of two hundred and
twenty-four officers and men engaged, on July 2, 1863, twenty were killed and seventy-nine
wounded, six mortally. The regiment was then in Carr's brigade and Humphrey's division of the Third
Corps, commanded by General Sickles. Leaving the battlefield on the 6th, the regiment followed, with
the army, the retreating forces of General Lee, taking a part in the battle of Wapping Heights, until it
reached Warrington, Va., where, on the 27th of July, it was detached, with the Second and Fifth New
Hampshire regiments, from the Army of the Potomac and ordered to report at Point Lookout, Md.,
where it arrived on the 31st of the same month.
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It remained there with the Second and Fifth, as a guard brigade of rebel prisoners under General
Marston, until the opening of the spring campaign of 1864. It was here that the Twelfth received its
first and last installment of recruits, if they can properly be called such. Of the four hundred and forty
assigned and accredited to the regiment, over sixty deserted before reaching it, one hundred were
soon after transferred to the navy, and about one third of the remainder deserted before the end of
the war. Yet it should be recorded, in justice to those left, that they made good soldiers, and many of
them fell on the field of battle, twenty-eight being killed at Cold Harbor.
After leaving Point Lookout for Yorktown, Va., and while encamped at Williamsburg, the regiment, on
the 23d day of April, 1864, was assigned to General Wistar's brigade of Weitzel's division, in the
Eighteenth Corps, commanded by Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith, which, together with the Tenth Corps under
General Gilmore, composed General Butler's Army of the James, which on the 5th of May ascended
that river to attack Richmond on the south, while General Lee was engaged in defending it against
General Grant's approach from the north. While in this command, it participated in the battles of Swift
Creek, Relay House or Fort Stevens, Drewry's Bluff, and Port Walthall, in all of which it suffered more
or less severely, aggregating a loss in killed and wounded of about fifty men.
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On the 29th of May the regiment boarded transports with the Eighteenth Corps at City Point, Va., for
White House Landing, on the Pamunkey river, and on June 1 joined the Army of the Potomac
confronting the enemy at Cold Harbor. On the 3d, it led its brigade, massed by divisions, in the
terrible charge at that place, where nearly twenty thousand brave veterans of the Union army were
killed or disabled without gaining ground enough from the enemy upon which to bury the dead. The
Twelfth was crushed and hurled back as by an avalanche or a cyclone, having nearly half of its
officers killed or mortally wounded, and losing over fifty per cent of the men who uncapped their
pieces for the charge less than ten minutes before. After remaining until the night of the 11th under
the fire of the enemy's guns, losing in killed or wounded almost every day, the regiment, with its
corps, returned to City Point, from which it marched immediately to the attack on Petersburg, and
from the 15th of June to the 25th of August it was engaged in the memorable siege of that city,
including the battle of the Mine Explosion, and was almost constantly, day and night, under the
enemy's fire. Though its loss in numbers was comparatively small considering the length of time and
great exposure, yet many fell; but none so much and long lamented as Chaplain Thomas L. Ambrose,
who was mortally wounded by a rebel sharpshooter July 24, 1864.
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After leaving the siege lines of Petersburg, the regiment occupied the lines of defense at Bermuda
Hundred; north of the James, upon Chaffin's farm; and at or near Fort Harrison during the fall and
winter of 1864-5. During this time it occupied many different positions, and served in three or four
different brigade and division commands, the last being in the Second Brigade, Third Division of the
Twenty-fourth Army Corps, in which it remained until the close of the war. On the 17th of November,
at the "Gate-Way" (so called), on the Bermuda front, a picket detail of fifty men from the regiment
successfully resisted a determined midnight attack of the enemy, until the "Hundred Day" regiments
giving way upon both its flanks, left it to be surrounded by the enemy, and two officers and thirty-five
men of the regiment to be captured and sent to Libby prison, in Richmond, from which two -Benjamin Thompson and Albert W. Bacheler-- soon after escaped and returned safely to the
regiment. In this affair one officer and six men were wounded.
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On the memorable morning of April 3, 1865, a detail from the Twelfth, under the command of Captain
Bohonon, who was the first man of the picket line to mount the enemy's works, were among the
pickets of the Second Brigade, who claim, with much reason, to be the first infantry troops to enter
Richmond. The regiment, after doing provost and guard duty for a while in Richmond and
Manchester, on the other side of the river, was detached from the rest of the corps, and sent to
Danville, Va., on special duty, and Colonel Barker, for a time, was put in command of the sub-district
of the city of Danville and adjoining counties, some of his line officers acting as provost marshals for
the different counties.
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June 13, 1865, the regiment returned from Danville to Manchester, Va., and was mustered out of the
United States service at Richmond, June 21, 1865. The next day, what was left of the original
organization--the recruits having been transferred to the Second Regiment-- started for home,
reaching Boston by steamer on the 25th, and arriving at Concord about sunset on the 27th. The train
was delayed by receptions at Nashua and Manchester, and by an accident at Hooksett, by which
several were slightly injured, and Chaplain Higgins had a leg broken. July 3 the officers and men
were paid off, and the 4th was "Independence Day" indeed, to them, for they were not only enjoying
the unrestricted pleasures and privileges of home, but were freemen on their native soil once more,
where, like Cincinnatus, they could henceforth "greatly independent live."
The Twelfth Regiment, during its term of service, was commanded as follows: From Concord, N.H., to
Chancellorsville, Va., by Col. Joseph H. Potter, ably assisted by Lieut. Col. John F. Marsh, who had
much to do with the care and discipline of the regiment. Both of these officers were severely wounded
in that battle, and Colonel Marsh never returned to the regiment for service afterward. Colonel Potter
returned in September, 1864, but was at once assigned to the command of a brigade. On the march

to Gettysburg, and in the first part of the regiment's engagement there, it was under the command of
Capt. John F. Langley. He also assumed command again after the regiment was detached from the
Army of the Potomac, and continued so while it remained at Point Lookout, and at different times
while on the march or in camp after joining the Army of the James.
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On the 4th day of July, 1863, on the field of Gettysburg, Capt. Thomas E. Barker first took command
of the regiment; and from that date until it was disbanded at Concord, July 3, 1865, except for the
time above referred to, he had both the honor and the responsibility of leading the regiment into every
battle in which it was engaged, from Gettysburg to Richmond, and into the city itself. It should also be
stated that Lieut. Edwin E. Bedee commanded awhile upon, and took what was left of the regiment
from, the field of Chancellorsville, and that Capt. William F. F. Fernal acted a similar part in the
engagement of the regiment on the second, day at Gettysburg.
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The organizations in which the regiment served during the war, with dates of assignment, etc., are
concisely stated as follows.
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THE fact that this regiment sprang into potential existence in about three days, and that for three
years lacking only three months it served in the armies of the Potomac and the James, where, by a
loss of more than one third of its members in killed and wounded, it made for itself a record of valor
and sacrifice unsurpassed, if equaled, by any other regiment of infantry in the Union army, is
convincingly suggestive to the reader how inadequate and incomplete must be the brief skeleton
sketch that can be given it in the limited space allotted here.
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To the memory and honor of Colonels George W. Stevens and Thomas J. Whipple, of Laconia, more
than to any other two or ten persons, belongs the credit of raising the regiment, -- to the former, for
originating the idea of raising it in Belknap county and adjoining towns, upon certain conditions
precedent to be granted by Governor Berry, provided it should be ready for muster within ten days;
and to the latter, assisted by his able coadjutor, for his great and successful efforts, as an orator, in so
arousing the people to a proper sense of their duty and danger as to raise it in so short a time. The
long and bitter contest between Governor Berry and his advisers on one side, and Colonel Whipple
and his friends, including the whole regiment and many prominent men of the State, on the other
side, concerning who should be commissioned colonel, finally ended in the rejection of both Whipple
and Stevens, whom the regiment had chosen to lead them, and the selection by the Governor of
Joseph H. Potter, of Concord, then captain in the Seventh United States Regiment, and John F.
Marsh, of Nashua, a captain in the Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers, for colonel and lieutenant-colonel of
the regiment.
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The companies rendezvoused and were mustered into the United States service as they arrived at
"Camp Belknap," on Concord plains, and left there for Washington, D.C., September 27, 1862. It may
be stated here that a thousand larger and more stalwart-looking men never marched down the main
street of their capital city. More, perhaps, than any other regiment from the State, from having a
greater proportion of the "sons of the soil," they represented the brawn, if not the brain, of its
mountains and hills, and soon received the name of "The New Hampshire Mountaineers."
Arriving at Washington on the morning of the 29th, the regiment went into camp the same day upon
Arlington Heights, Va., about seven miles from the Capitol, where it remained under constant drill until
the 17th of October, when it proceeded by rail to Knoxville, Md.; and nine days later, the 26th, it
crossed the Potomac at Berlin, and became a part of the great moving column of Union soldiers
known as the Army of the Potomac. Proceeding southward to Falmouth, Va., by short yet wearisome
marches--for the men were then tyros instead of heroes--the regiment soon after went into its first
battle at Fredericksburg, Va., receiving a savage introduction from the Confederate artillery, which cut

two officers and seven men from its line December 12, before crossing the river. For the next three
days it participated in the battle, greatly exposed to the enemy's batteries, but fortunately suffering but
little loss. Two companies, C and F, left by mistake on picket when the army retreated, were rescued
at the last moment by Colonel Marsh at great risk. In this battle the Twelfth acted as an independent
command in Whipple's division of the Third Corps, in the Centre Grand Division, commanded by
Hooker.
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The winter at Falmouth, following Burnside's bloody repulse, though unusually mild, was a severe one
for the army, the Twelfth, in common with other regiments, losing sadly from sickness, as many as
seven dying in a single night. The exposures and hardships of the Fredericksburg campaign and of
the famous "Mud March" soon following, in which the regiment and the whole army labored hard, but
in vain, to reach the enemy's lines once more, had doubtless much to do with increasing the rate of
mortality.
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May 2, 1863 -- a day never to be forgotten by a survivor of the Twelfth--the campaign for that year
with the Army of the Potomac opened with terrible earnestness at Chancellorsville, Va., where the
regiment suffered severely, being the last regiment of the Third Corps, which bore the brunt of the
fight, to retreat, and leaving nearly all its officers and more than half of the men dead or wounded on
the field. In this most desperate conflict, of the five hundred and forty-nine musket-bearers who went
into the fight, only Two (so far as the writer, after long and diligent search, has been able to find)
escaped untouched. Those who were not killed or wounded had their clothes, blankets, or equipment
torn with pieces of shell or pierced with bullets.
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Two months later, after making one of the most trying marches of the war, found the regiment on the
decisive battlefield of Gettysburg, where it was again baptized in blood. Its monument, now standing
there, close by the Emmitsburg road, truthfully proclaims to the passer-by that out of two hundred and
twenty-four officers and men engaged, on July 2, 1863, twenty were killed and seventy-nine
wounded, six mortally. The regiment was then in Carr's brigade and Humphrey's division of the Third
Corps, commanded by General Sickles. Leaving the battlefield on the 6th, the regiment followed, with
the army, the retreating forces of General Lee, taking a part in the battle of Wapping Heights, until it
reached Warrington, Va., where, on the 27th of July, it was detached, with the Second and Fifth New
Hampshire regiments, from the Army of the Potomac and ordered to report at Point Lookout, Md.,
where it arrived on the 31st of the same month.
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It remained there with the Second and Fifth, as a guard brigade of rebel prisoners under General
Marston, until the opening of the spring campaign of 1864. It was here that the Twelfth received its
first and last installment of recruits, if they can properly be called such. Of the four hundred and forty
assigned and accredited to the regiment, over sixty deserted before reaching it, one hundred were
soon after transferred to the navy, and about one third of the remainder deserted before the end of
the war. Yet it should be recorded, in justice to those left, that they made good soldiers, and many of
them fell on the field of battle, twenty-eight being killed at Cold Harbor.
After leaving Point Lookout for Yorktown, Va., and while encamped at Williamsburgh, the regiment,
on the 23d day of April, 1864, was assigned to General Wistar's brigade of Weitzel's division, in the
Eighteenth Corps, commanded by Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith, which, together with the Tenth Corps under
General Gilmore, composed General Butler's Army of the James, which on the 5th of May ascended
that river to attack Richmond on the south, while General Lee was engaged in defending it against
General Grant's approach from the north. While in this command, it participated in the battles of Swift
Creek, Relay House or Fort Stevens, Drewry's Bluff, and Port Walthall, in all of which it suffered more
or less severely, aggregating a loss in killed and wounded of about fifty men.
On the 29th of May the regiment boarded transports with the Eighteenth Corps at City Point, Va., for
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White House Landing, on the Pamunkey river, and on June 1 joined the Army of the Potomac
confronting the enemy at Cold Harbor. On the 3d, it led its brigade, massed by divisions, in the
terrible charge at that place, where nearly twenty thousand brave veterans of the Union army were
killed or disabled without gaining ground enough from the enemy upon which to bury the dead. The
Twelfth was crushed and hurled back as by an avalanche or a cyclone, having nearly half of its
officers killed or mortally wounded, and losing over fifty per cent of the men who uncapped their
pieces for the charge less than ten minutes before. After remaining until the night of the 11th under
the fire of the enemy's guns, losing in killed or wounded almost every day, the regiment, with its
corps, returned to City Point, from which it marched immediately to the attack on Petersburg, and
from the 15th of June to the 25th of August it was engaged in the memorable siege of that city,
including the battle of the Mine Explosion, and was almost constantly, day and night, under the
enemy's fire. Though its loss in numbers was comparatively small considering the length of time and
great exposure, yet many fell; but none so much and long lamented as Chaplain Thomas L. Ambrose,
who was mortally wounded by a rebel sharpshooter July 24, 1864.
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After leaving the siege lines of Petersburg, the regiment occupied the lines of defense at Bermuda
Hundred; north of the James, upon Chaffin's farm; and at or near Fort Harrison during the fall and
winter of 1864-5. During this time it occupied many different positions, and served in three or four
different brigade and division commands, the last being in the Second Brigade, Third Division of the
Twenty-fourth Army Corps, in which it remained until the close of the war. On the 17th of November,
at the "Gate-Way" (so called), on the Bermuda front, a picket detail of fifty men from the regiment
successfully resisted a determined midnight attack of the enemy, until the "Hundred Day" regiments
giving way upon both its flanks, left it to be surrounded by the enemy, and two officers and thirty-five
men of the regiment to be captured and sent to Libby prison, in Richmond, from which two -Benjamin Thompson and Albert W. Bacheler-- soon after escaped and returned safely to the
regiment. In this affair one officer and six men were wounded.
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On the memorable morning of April 3, 1865, a detail from the Twelfth, under the command of Captain
Bohonon, who was the first man of the picket line to mount the enemy's works, were among the
pickets of the Second Brigade, who claim, with much reason, to be the first infantry troops to enter
Richmond. The regiment, after doing provost and guard duty for a while in Richmond and
Manchester, on the other side of the river, was detached from the rest of the corps, and sent to
Danville, Va., on special duty, and Colonel Barker, for a time, was put in command of the sub-district
of the city of Danville and adjoining counties, some of his line officers acting as provost marshals for
the different counties.
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June 13, 1865, the regiment returned from Danville to Manchester, Va., and was mustered out of the
United States service at Richmond, June 21, 1865. The next day, what was left of the original
organization--the recruits having been transferred to the Second Regiment-- started for home,
reaching Boston by steamer on the 25th, and arriving at Concord about sunset on the 27th. The train
was delayed by receptions at Nashua and Manchester, and by an accident at Hooksett, by which
several were slightly injured, and Chaplain Higgins had a leg broken. July 3 the officers and men
were paid off, and the 4th was "Independence Day" indeed, to them, for they were not only enjoying
the unrestricted pleasures and privileges of home, but were freemen on their native soil once more,
where, like Cincinnatus, they could henceforth "greatly independent live."
The Twelfth Regiment, during its term of service, was commanded as follows: From Concord, N.H., to
Chancellorsville, Va., by Col. Joseph H. Potter, ably assisted by Lieut. Col. John F. Marsh, who had
much to do with the care and discipline of the regiment. Both of these officers were severely wounded
in that battle, and Colonel Marsh never returned to the regiment for service afterward. Colonel Potter
returned in September, 1864, but was at once assigned to the command of a brigade. On the march
to Gettysburg, and in the first part of the regiment's engagement there, it was under the command of

Capt. John F. Langley. He also assumed command again after the regiment was detached from the
Army of the Potomac, and continued so while it remained at Point Lookout, and at different times
while on the march or in camp after joining the Army of the James.
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On the 4th day of July, 1863, on the field of Gettysburg, Capt. Thomas E. Barker first took command
of the regiment; and from that date until it was disbanded at Concord, July 3, 1865, except for the
time above referred to, he had both the honor and the responsibility of leading the regiment into every
battle in which it was engaged, from Gettysburg to Richmond, and into the city itself. It should also be
stated that Lieut. Edwin E. Bedee commanded awhile upon, and took what was left of the regiment
from, the field of Chancellorsville, and that Capt. William F. F. Fernal acted a similar part in the
engagement of the regiment on the second, day at Gettysburg.
The organizations in which the regiment served during the war, with dates of assignment, etc., are
concisely stated as follows.

•
•
•
•

C

S.

•

D

•

R

•

The Twelfth New Hampshire Volunteers was attached to Wright's Brigade, Casey's Division,
Defenses of Washington, September 30, 1862; Whipple's Division,
Defenses of Washington, October 5, 1862; with Whipple's Division to Twelfth Army Corps,
October 22, 1862; detached with Whipple's Division from Twelfth Army Corps,
October 29, 1862; attached with Whipple's (Third) Division to Third Army Corps, November 16,
1862; Second Brigade, Third Division, Third Army Corps,
January 17, 1863; First Brigade, Second Division, Third Army Corps, June 11 to July 26, 1863;
in District of St. Mary's, Department of Virginia and North Carolina,
July 31, 1863, to April 23, 1864; attached to Wistar's Brigade, Department of Virginia and North
Carolina, April 12, 1864; Second Brigade, Second Division,
Eighteenth Army Corps, April 23, 1864; Potter's Provisional Brigade, Defenses of Bermuda
Hundred, Army of the James, September 20, 1864; Third Brigade,
First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, October 8, 1864; Potter's Provisional Brigade, Defenses
of Bermuda Hundred, Army of the James, October 14, 1864;
Second Brigade, Third Division, Twenty-fourth Army Corps, December 4, 1864.

SW
O

•

ENGAGEMENTS.

Fredericksburg, Va. ............................... Dec. 12-15, 1862.
Chancellorsville, Va. ............................. May 2, 3, 1863.
Gettysburg, Pa. ................................... July 2, 3, 1863.
Wapping Heights, Va. .............................. July 23, 186.3
Swift Creek, Va. .................................. May 9, 1864.
Drewry's Bluff, Va. ............................... May 12-16, 1864.
Relay House (or Ft. Stevens), Va. ................. May 14, 1864.
Port Walthall, Va. ................................ May 26, 1864.
Cold Harbor, Va. ................................. June 1-11, 1864.
Siege of Petersburg, Va., ........................ June 15 to Aug. 25, 1864
Mine Explosion, Petersburg, Va. .................. July 30, 1864.
Bermuda Hundred, Va. ............................. Nov. 17, 1864.
Richmond, Va., Occupation of ..................... Apr. 3, 1865.

AZ

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

12th New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry Regiment

M

United States Regiments & Batteries; New Hampshire

1862

C

It is honored by a monument at Gettysburg.

O

The 12th New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry Regiment lost 11 officers and 170 enlisted men killed or
mortally wounded and 1 officer and 138 enlisted men to disease in the Civil War.

S.

Organized at Concord under Colonel Thomas
Whipple

SW
O

R

D

September Mustered in under Colonel Joseph H. Potter, a
10
Regular Army captain who Governor Berry brought in
to replace Whipple, to the dismay of the regiment.
John F. Marsh was appointed lieutenant colonel and
George Savage major.
September Left State for Washington, D.C. for duty in the
27
Defenses of Washington. Attached to Casey’s
Division, Military District of Washington
Moved to Point of Rocks, Md.

October
19

To Pleasant Valley

AZ

October
18

M

October
Movement to Warrenton, Va.
24November
16

C

Battle of Fredericksburg

Two officers and five enlisted men were wounded by artillery fire in the town, but the
regiment’s assault up deadly Marye’s Heights was cancelled and it escaped heavy
casualties. When the army withdrew to the north side of the Rapahannock Companies C
and F were left behind, and the pontoon bridges were being taken up when Lieutenant
Colonel Marsh rushed back across the river to bring them to safety.

S.

December
12-15

O

November To Falmouth, Virginia. Attached to 2nd Brigade, 3rd
18-24
Division, 3rd Army Corps, Army of the Potomac

R

Burnside’s 2nd Campaign (“Mud March”)

SW
O

January
20-24

D

1863

February – Duty at Falmouth
April
Chancellorsville Campaign

May 1-5.

Battle of Chancellorsville

AZ

April 27May 6

The regiment was posted near the edge of the woods below the Chancellor House.
It maintained its position while units around it were pushed back or withdrew, and it was
surrounded. Finally, the regiment fought its way back Union lines, losing 325 casualties.
It was reported by General Sickles to be the last regiment of his command to leave the
field.
Nine officers and 69 men were killed and 250 officers and men wounded out of around
580 men engaged. Colonel Potter was badly wounded in the leg and was captured;
although paroled after a short time. Lieutenant Colonel Marsh was also wounded and

captured; neither officer would return to the regiment. Major Savage was wounded in
the jaw, and his brother, Captain Moses Savage, was killed. Captains Keyes and Durgin
were also killed or mortally wounded, and Captains Barker, May, Lang, and Shackleford
were wounded. Lieutenant Cram was killed and Lieutenant Edwin Bedee wounded.

June 11July 24

Gettysburg Campaign

July 1-3

Battle of Gettysburg

M

The next day the 5th mustered only 97 men under Lieutenant Gorham Dunn.

O

Attached to 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 3rd Army Corps, Army of the Potomac

S.

C

The regiment was commanded by Captain John F. Langley until he was wounded in the
fighting north of the Peach Orchard. The regiment held its ground north of the Klingel
Farm while attacked by Wilcox’s Alabama Brigade until it was ordered to retreat by
General Birney. Lieutenant French was killed and Lieutenant Bradbury Morrill was
wounded. Lieutenant Fernal took over the survivors and returned them to the fight,
freeing a number of captured Union troops.

From the monument:

D

Only 50 men mustered for duty the next day under Captain Thomas E. Barker.

SW
O

R

The New Hampshire Mountaineers. This regiment was raised in four days served nearly
three years in the Army of the Potomac and the James and lost in killed and wounded
over 50 per ct of those engaged at Chancellorsville and Cold Harbor of its original
number. While in the service it marched to this field on the night of the 1st, fought here
on the 2nd, and supported the center against Pickett’s Charge on the 3rd.
July 2, 1863. Engaged 224. Killed, 26. Wounded, 73. Die of wounds, 6.

AZ

Our Union is river, lake, ocean and sky; Man breaks not the medal, when God cuts the
die.

July 26

When the regiment halted and re-formed, Adjutant Heath called for volunteers to
carry the colors, and Corp. Edward L. Shepard and Private George E. Worthen,
both of Company E, stepped out from the ranks and took them. For this gallant
act both were promoted on the field, and the dates of their appointments as
sergeant and corporal should have been July 2 instead of July 5 as appears in
the records.

Ordered to Point Lookout, Md. and duty there
guarding prisoners attached to Marston’s Command,
Point Lookout, Md., District of St. Mary’s

1864

Moved to Yorktown then to Williamsburg, attached to
2nd Brigade, 2d Division, 18th Army Corps, Dept. of
Virginia and North Carolina

May 4-28

Butler’s operations on south side of the James River
and against Petersburg and Richmond

May 9-10

Swift Creek (or Arrow field Church)

S.

C

O

M

April 7

D

Operations against Fort Darling

R

May 14-16 Battle of Drewry’s Bluff

SW
O

May 16-27 Bermuda Hundred

May 27-31 Moved to White House, thence to Cold Harbor
June 1-12

Battles about Cold Harbor

AZ

Ordered to charge the Confederate lines in a tightly packed formation, the regiment lost
in ten minutes 63 men killed or mortally wounded and many more wounded out of the
190 men engaged, including Gorham Dunn, who was killed.

June 1519

First Assault on Petersburg; Siege of Petersburg and
Richmond begins

July 30

Mine Explosion, Petersburg (Reserve)

August 26

Duty on the Bermuda Front

M

September Colonel Potter returned from convalescent leave but
was immediately given command of a brigade, and
did not return to the regiment.

S.

C

O

November A picket detail of fifty men was surrounded during a
17
Confederate assault when neighboring units fell back,
losing one officer and six men wounded and 2
officers and 35 enlisted men captured.

D

December Duty in trenches before Richmond attached to 2nd
Brigade. 3rd Division, 24th Army Corps, Dept. of
Virginia

Occupation of Richmond

SW
O

April 3

R

1865

Captain Bohonon led a picket line into the city, claiming to be the first infantry in
Richmond.

AZ

April 14

Captain Bedee was on special leave in Washington
and attended Ford’s Theater. When Lincoln was shot,
Bedee leaped into the Presidential box and lifted a
doctor into the box from the audience. Bedee held
the President’s head while the doctor examined him,
and it was Bedee that found the site of the wound.
Mrs. Lincoln gave Bedee documents that had fallen
from the President’s coat pocket for safekeeping,
which Bedee delivered to Scretary Stanton.

April-June

Guard and Provost duty at Manchester and Danville

Mustered out 218 men under Colonel Thomas R. Barker. Replacement recruits
were transferred to the 2nd New Hampshire.

C

June 21

Actions/Events

S.

Dates

D

1862

Left New Hampshire for Washington, D.C.

Until October

Duty in the defenses of Washington

SW
O

R

September 27

Moved to Point of Rocks, Md.

October 19

Then moved to Pleasant Valley

October 24November 16

Moved to Warrenton, Va.

AZ

October 18

November 18–24

Moved to Falmouth

December 12–15

Battle of Fredericksburg

1863

O

M

After the 12th left, Mayor J. W. Walker of Danville thanked them for “the proper and
gentlemanly bearing of yourself, your officers, and your entire command while on duty
here….. It is proper that you, Colonel, and the officers and men serving with and under
you, should know that you and they possess our respect as soldiers and our esteem as
men for the manner in which you and your command have discharged duties which
might have been, in another spirit, painful or annoying to our community; and we deeply
regret your removal from this post while a military occupation is continued. We request
you make known to the men of your command our high appreciation for their uniform
good conduct, their quiet and unassuming deportment, and their prompt and efficient
service in the protection of private property…”

Burnside's 2nd Campaign ("Mud March")

Until April

Duty at Falmouth

April 27-May 6

Chancellorsville Campaign

May 1–5

Battle of Chancellorsville

June 11-July 24

Gettysburg Campaign

July 1–3

Battle of Gettysburg

July 26

Ordered to Point Lookout, Md. with duty there guarding prisoners until April 7, 1864.

S.

C

O

M

January 20–24

D

1864

Moved to Yorktown then to Williamsburg

May 4–28

Butler's operations on south side of the James River and against Petersburg and Richmond

May 9–10

Swift Creek (or Arrowfield Church)

May 12–16

Operations against Fort Darling

May 14–16

Battle of Drewry's Bluff

AZ

SW
O

R

April 7

May 16–27

Bermuda Hundred

May 27–31

Moved to White House, then to Cold Harbor

June 1–12

Battles about Cold Harbor

June 16 to April 2,
1865

Siege of Petersburg and Richmond

July 30, 1864

Mine Explosion, Petersburg (Reserve)

August 26 to
December

Duty on the Bermuda Front

M

Before Petersburg

C

O

June 15–19

1865

In trenches before Richmond

April 3

Occupation of Richmond

Until June

Guard and provost duty at Manchester

AZ

D

R

SW
O

Engagements

S.

April 1865

Battle of Fredericksburg

Battle of Chancellorsville
Battle of Gettysburg
Battle of Swift Creek
Battle of Drewry's Bluff

Bermuda Hundred Campaign
Battle of Cold Harbor
Siege of Petersburg
Second Battle of Petersburg
Battle of the Crater (reserve)

